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WAGANAKISING ODAWAK STATUTE 2026-____

Odawa Children Removed from Their Families Recognition and Historical Record Statute

SECTION 1. TITLE
This Statute shall be known as the Odawa Children Removed from Their Families Recognition

and Historical Record Statute.

PREAMBLE — REMEMBRANCE OF THE CHILDREN

The Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBBOI)
acknowledges a period in the history of the United States during which Indigenous children were
removed from their homes and placed in government and church-run boarding schools intended

to separate them from their families, language, culture, and identity.

Among those taken were children of the Odawa people.

Some returned home carrying memories of hardship, loss, and resilience. Some never returned.

The removal and separation of Odawa children from their families did not end with the decline
of the Indian boarding school system. Odawa children continued to be removed from their
families and communities through foster-care and adoption systems and practices, often being

placed in non-Indian homes and separated from family, Tribe, language, culture, and identity.

Despite these policies, the Odawa Nation endured. The strength of those who endured, the
memory of those who did not return, and the resilience of their families remain part of the living

history of our Nation.

Through this Statute, the Tribal Council establishes a permanent record honoring Odawa
children who were removed from their families through Indian boarding schools, foster-care
systems, adoption systems and practices, or other systems of removal, so that their names,
stories, and experiences shall be remembered and carried forward by the people of Waganakising

for generations to come.

SECTION II. FINDINGS AND HISTORICAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBBOI) finds that:
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A. For generations, the United States pursued policies intended to weaken Tribal Nations

and separate Native children from their families, communities, languages, and cultural teachings.

B. Beginning in the nineteenth century, federal policies created a system of Indian boarding
schools designed to remove Indigenous children from their homes and place them in and often
forced them to attend institutions intended to replace Tribal identity with imposed cultural

norms.

C. The Indian boarding school concept was expanded to include daytime attendance with the

same intent, to replace Tribal identity with imposed cultural norms.

D. These policies were implemented during a period in which relations between the United
States and Tribal Nations were administered in significant part through the United States
Department of War, reflecting the broader federal view of Indian affairs as part of the nation’s

military and territorial policy.

E. Thousands of Indigenous children across the United States were compelled or pressured

to attend these institutions, often far from their homelands.

F. Odawa children of the Little Traverse Bay Bands were among those sent to such schools,
where many experienced loss of language, separation from family, cultural suppression, and

other harms.

G. Despite these efforts, the Odawa people endured. Survivors carried forward their identity,

families, teachings, and community, ensuring the survival of the Nation.

H. The Tribal Council recognizes that the resilience of these survivors and their descendants

is a foundation of the present strength of the Tribe.

L The Tribal Council recognizes that the Indian boarding school system has been described
by survivors and scholars as an undeclared war on Indigenous children, reflecting the severity of

its psychological, cultural, and intergenerational impacts.

J. The removal and separation of Odawa children did not end with the decline of the Indian
boarding school system. Odawa children were also removed from their families and communities

through state and private foster-care and adoption systems and practices, often being placed in
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non-Indian homes where connection to family, Tribe, language, culture, and identity was

diminished or lost.

K. In 1978, Congress enacted the Indian Child Welfare Act in response to the widespread
removal of Indian children from their families by public and private agencies and their placement
in foster and adoptive homes, frequently in non-Indian homes. Congress established protections
intended to preserve Indian families, maintain children's connections to their Tribes and cultures,

and recognize the vital interest of Tribal Nations in their children.

L. Congressional investigations preceding the Indian Child Welfare Act documented that
approximately 25 to 35 percent of Indian children had been separated from their families through
foster care, adoption, or institutional placement, demonstrating that the removal of Indian

children continued long after the boarding-school era.

M. The Tribal Council recognizes and honors Odawa people who endured removal from
their families through Indian boarding schools, foster-care systems, adoption systems and
practices, or other systems of removal, and acknowledges the lasting effects of that separation

upon them, their families, and the Nation.

SECTION III. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Statute is to:

A. Formally recognize and honor Members of the Odawa Nation who attended Indian
boarding schools or were removed from their families through foster-care and adoption systems
and practices.

B. Establish a permanent Tribal historical record identifying Members of the Odawa Nation
who attended Indian boarding schools or were removed from their families through foster-care

and adoption systems and practices.
C. Preserve the stories and experiences of those who attended Indian boarding schools or
were removed from their families through foster-care and adoption systems and practices for

future generations.

D. Ensure that the history of these policies and their impacts are acknowledged as part of the
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continuing history of the Odawa people.

SECTION 1V. ROLL OF ODAWA CHILDREN REMOVED FROM THEIR
FAMILIES
A. The Tribe shall establish and maintain an official Roll of Odawa Children Removed from

Their Families.

B. The Roll shall identify Members of the Odawa Nation known to have been removed from
their families through:

1. Indian boarding schools;

2 Foster-care systems;

3. Adoption systems and practices; and

4 Other systems of removal as may be documented.

C. The Roll shall maintain separate categories identifying the circumstances through which

each child was removed.

D. The Roll may include:

1. Name of the child;

2. Anishinaabe name, if known;
3. Doodem, if known;
4.

Boarding school attended, foster-care placement, adoption, or other form of

removal;

5. Approximate years of attendance or placement;

6 Place of origin or family connection;

7. Historical notes where available; and

8 Other information provided by the child or the child’s surviving family.

E. The Roll shall be maintained in the official records of the Tribe and may be updated as

additional names or information become known.

SECTION V. HISTORICAL PRESERVATION

A. The Tribe may collect oral histories, written accounts, photographs, and archival

materials related to the experiences of Members of the Odawa Nation who were removed from
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their families through Indian boarding schools, foster-care systems, adoption systems and
practices, or other systems of removal.
B. These materials may be preserved within the Tribal archives, cultural center, or other

appropriate repository.

C. Those who experienced removal and their families shall retain control over whether their

personal accounts are shared publicly or preserved privately.

SECTION VL. RECOGNITION
The Tribe may recognize Odawa Children Removed from Their Families through:

A. Binoojiinhak Dibaajimowin — “The Stories of the Children”

Typically postcard size:

Front:
e Photo, if available
e Anishinaabe name and English name
e Doodem, if known

e Boarding school attended, foster-care placement, adoption, or other form of removal

e 4-6 sentences describing their experience or life
e Quote from the individual or family, if possible

e Other information the individual or family wishes to share

And something similar to:

“Carry this name forward. Remember the child. Honor their story. The Nation endures.”

B. A memorial wall listing the names of Odawa children known to have been removed from

their families.

C. A day of remembrance.
D. Educational programming.
E. Cultural events.

Waganakising Odawak Statute: Odawa Children Removed from Their Families
Recognition and Historical Record Statute
Secretary Annette VanDeCar

Page 5 of 8



O 0 9 N i AW N -

W W W W W W N NN NN N N N NN e e e e e e e e
wn A W N = O©O O 0 39 O N A W N — O 0O 0 O U B W DN = O

LEG-388 Sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr. posted 09/22/26

F. Public acknowledgement in Tribal publications or gatherings.

G. The conferral of an honorary Anishinaabe term or title, as determined in consultation
with Tribal language speakers, recognizing the strength and resilience of those who endured

removal from their families.

SECTION VII. INTERPRETATION

Nothing in this Statute shall be interpreted to limit the Tribe’s authority to:

A. Advocate for federal, state, church, or other institutional recognition, investigation, or
reparative measures related to the removal of Odawa children from their families.

B Participate in Tribal, national, or international efforts to investigate, document, preserve, or
address the impacts of Indian boarding schools, foster-care systems, adoption systems and

practices, or other systems through which Odawa children were removed from their families.

SECTION VIII. DECLARATION OF REMEMBRANCE

Our Nation remembers the children, honors those who endured, and carries their stories forward

for the next Seven Generations.

SECTION IX. ODAWA CHILDREN REMEMBRANCE ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Executive may establish an Odawa Children Remembrance Advisory Council
composed of Odawa people who experienced removal from their families through Indian
boarding schools, foster-care systems, adoption systems and practices, or other systems of
removal, and descendants or family members of those who are no longer living, to provide
guidance on recognition, historical preservation, and culturally appropriate remembrance.
B. The Government shall serve solely in a supportive capacity and shall not exercise legislative,

executive, or administrative authority over the Council.

SECTION X. SEVERABILITY, SAVINGS CLAUSE, LITIGATION, AND
PROTECTION OF TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY
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A. Severability: If any provision of this Statute, or the application of such provision to any
person, entity, or circumstance, is held to be invalid, unconstitutional, or otherwise
unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Statute and the
application of its provisions to other persons, entities, or circumstances shall not be affected
thereby and shall remain in full force and effect. To this end, the provisions of this Statute are

severable.

B. Savings Clause: The amendment or repeal of any statute by this Act shall not release,
extinguish, or modify, in whole or in part, any civil or criminal liability, penalty, or forfeiture
incurred prior to the effective date of this Statute, and the prior law shall remain in full force and

effect solely for the purpose of sustaining and enforcing such actions.

C. Litigation: This Statute shall not affect any prospective, pending, or ongoing litigation,

prosecution, or administrative proceedings commenced before the effective date of this Statute.

D. Preservation of Tribal Sovereignty. Nothing in this Statute, nor any application thereof,
shall be construed, interpreted, or implied to waive, limit, impair, or modify the sovereign
immunity, jurisdiction, self-governance, or inherent sovereign rights of the Little Traverse Bay
Bands of Odawa Indians, a federally recognized Indian Tribe. Any ambiguity in this Statute shall
be resolved in favor of preserving the sovereign rights, jurisdiction, sovereign immunity, and
treaty-protected rights of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. No provision of this
Statute shall be interpreted as applying to the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians unless

the legislature has expressly stated such intent in clear and unequivocal language.

SECTION XI. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Statute takes effect upon signature of the Executive or 30 days from Tribal Council
approval, whichever comes first, or if the Executive vetoes the legislation, then upon Tribal

Council override of the veto.
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CERTIFICATION
As the Tribal Council Legislative Leader and Tribal Council Secretary, we certify that this Statute
was duly adopted by the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians at a

regular meeting of the Tribal Council held on at which a quorum was present,

by a vote of _ in favor,  opposed,  abstentions, and _ absent as recorded by this roll call:

AN L N W N =

10
11
12

13
14

In Favor Opposed Abstained Absent
Fred Harrington. Jr.

Fred Kiogima

Tammy Okuly-Shananaquet

Emily Proctor

Jordan Shananaquet

Kelly Wesaw

Melissa Pamp

Annette VanDeCar

Linda Gokee

Date:

Linda Gokee, Legislative Leader

Date:

Annette VanDeCar, Secretary

Received by the Executive Office on by

Pursuant to Article VII, Section D, Subsection 1 of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa

Indians Constitution adopted on February 1, 2005, the Executive concurs in this action of the
Tribal Council.

Date:

Winnay Wemigwase, Tribal Chairperson
Received by the Legislative Office

Date
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