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WAGANAKISING ODAWAK STATUTE -
MASHKAWIZII YOUTH CENTER

SECTION L. PURPOSE

This Statute is to establish the Mashkawizii Center for Citizen Youth, 24 years old and

under, to be funded by National Tribal Opioids Settlement Funds and the State of Michigan Opioid
Funds received by the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians.

SECTION II. REPEAL

This Statute repeals and replaces Waganakising Odawak Statute 2025-007 Fresh Start Initiative.

SECTION II. DEFINITIONS

A.
B.

C.
D

Tribal citizens are enrolled citizens of federally recognized tribes.

Tribal Citizen Youth include citizens of federally recognized tribes who are 24 years of
age and under.

Executive Branch is the Executive Branch of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians.

Mashkawizii Center is a facility which offers tribal citizen youth prevention and behavioral
health recovery services and training, cultural revitalization programming, holistic health
education, harm reduction and culturally competent training for law enforcement and first
responders related to youth, behavioral health and substance use disorders.

Land-Based Education is a holistic learning approach that connects learners to the land
through direct experience, emphasizing relationships among people, culture, environment,
and knowledge.

Opioids are a class of natural, semi-synthetic and synthetic drugs. These include both
prescription medications used to treat pain and illegal drugs like heroin.

Fentanyl is an opioid drug, like morphine or heroin. It is made entirely in laboratories, with
no natural ingredients. Although it is approved as a prescription pain medicine, most of the
fentanyl contributing to the current overdose crisis is made illegally.

National Tribal Opioids Settlement Funds are part of a series of settlements aimed at
addressing the opioid crisis in tribal communities. These funds are intended to support
ongoing opioid-related work, including prevention, harm reduction and treatment efforts.
Evidence-Based Programs or Strategies: Evidence-
based programs are derived from objective evidence, such as research studies, to ensure
their effectiveness. They are supported by rigorous research and are often used in
educational settings to improve student outcomes.

. Evidence-Informed Programs may not have the same level of rigorous evidence but are

still based on relevant research and expert opinions.
Opioid Use Disorder is a chronic mental health condition. It involves a problematic
pattern of opioid use. Treatment is possible and typically involves medication and
therapy.

Mental Health Conditions are conditions which affect your thoughts, emotions and
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behavior.

M. Behavioral Health is the connection between behaviors, actions and overall
physical/mental well-being, focusing on how habits and emotional responses impact health.

N. Substance Use Disorder is a chronic condition characterized by the uncontrolled use of
substances despite harmful consequences, affecting brain function, behavior and daily life.

SECTION III. MASHKAWIZII YOUTH CENTER
A. Uses

1. Education

a. The Mashkawizii Youth Center shall house the LTBB Waaniigaanzijik Youth Services
offices and programming.

b. The Mashkawizii Youth Center shall serve as the headquarters of the Enaagaanzijik
Youth Council.

c. The Mashkawizii Youth Center shall provide space for Odawa cultural and language
learning, gathering space for youth, space for youth-centered community events, and
training space for staff and professionals in evidence-based or evidence-informed
programs or strategies to prevent or treat opioid use disorder and/or any co-occurring
substance use disorder, mental health conditions or behavioral health needs for youth.

d. The Mashkawizii Youth Center shall provide space for intergenerational programming
to strengthen the connection between youth and elders.

e. The Mashkawizii Youth Center shall provide storage and space for youth-centered
land-based education and physical activity to promote continued land stewardship,
treaty rights exercise and healthy lifestyles in young people.

2. Prevention

a. Support efforts to discourage or prevent misuse of opioids through evidence-based or
evidence-informed programs or strategies.

b. Support efforts to prevent misuse of opioids and/or any co-occurring substance use
disorder, mental health conditions or behavioral health needs through indigenous
knowledge and lifeways.

c. Support efforts to prevent or reduce overdose deaths or other opioid-related harm
through evidence-based or evidence-informed programs or strategies.

d. Provide connections to care for tribal citizen youth who have or are at risk of
developing opioid use disorder and/or any co-occurring substance use disorder, mental
health conditions or behavioral health needs through evidence-based or evidence
informed programs or strategies.

e. Support youth in developing positive self-regard, effective coping strategies, healthy
lifestyles, cultural knowledge, Odawa language skills and community connections.

3. Training
a. Support efforts to provide leadership, planning, coordination, facilitation, training
and technical assistance to abate the opioid epidemic through activities, programs
or strategies.
b. Facilitate the nurturing of Odawa language and culture in youth-serving staff, first-
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responders and others working with youth.

c. Educate law enforcement or other first responders regarding appropriate practices
and precautions when dealing with fentanyl or other drugs.

d. Provide pathways to wellness and support services for first responders and others
who experience secondary trauma associated with opioid-related emergency
events.

SECTION IV. ADMINISTRATION
A. The Mashkawizii Youth Center shall be operated by the Executive Branch.

B. The Executive Branch shall hire a Mashkawizii Youth Center Coordinator. The Executive
Branch may hire additional support staff as necessary to effectively implement related
programs.

SECTION V. APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZED

The current appropriations for the National Tribal Opioids Settlement Funds and the State
of Michigan Opioid Funds shall be used to implement this Statute. The Executive may request
additional supplemental funds necessary to meet the obligations of this Statute; and the Executive
shall present Tribal Council with future annual budgets necessary to maintain and administer the
functions within this statute.

SECTION V. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES REQUIRED

The Executive shall develop Administrative Procedures necessary to implement the intent
of the Statute and shall forward such Procedures to the Tribal Council for approval in accordance
with the Administrative Procedures Act as currently enacted or amended.

SECTION VI. REGULATIONS

The Executive shall develop regulations for the implementation of this statute pursuant to
the process set forth in the Administrative Procedures Act.

SECTION VII. SAVINGS CLAUSE

In the event that any phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section of this statute is held
invalid or unconstitutional by the Tribal courts of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
under the Constitution or laws of the Tribe, such phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or
section shall be considered to stand alone and to be deleted from this statute, the entirety of the
balance of the statute to remain in full and binding force and effect.

SECTION VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE

Waganakising Odawak Statute: Mashkawizii Youth Center

Page 3 of 5 Secretary Annette VanDeCar



LEG-378 Sponsored by Secretary Annette VanDeCar posted 061026

1 This Statute takes effect upon signature of the Executive or 30 days from Tribal Council
2 approval, whichever comes first, or if the Executive vetoes the legislation, then upon Tribal
3 Council override of the veto.
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 CERTIFICATION
13
14  Asthe Tribal Council Legislative Leader and Tribal Council Secretary, we certify that this Statute
15  was duly adopted by the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians at a
16  regular meeting of the Tribal Council held on at which a quorum was present,
17  byavote of __in favor, __ opposed, __ abstentions, and __ absent as recorded by this roll call:
18
In Favor Opposed Abstained Absent
Fred Harrington. Jr.
Fred Kiogima
Tammy Okuly-Shananaquet
Emily Proctor
Jordan Shananaquet
Kelly Wesaw
Melissa Pamp
Annette VanDeCar
Linda Gokee
19
Date:
Linda Gokee, Legislative Leader
Date:
Annette VanDeCar, Secretary
20
Received by the Executive Office on by
21

22 Pursuant to Article VII, Section D, Subsection 1 of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
23 Indians Constitution adopted on February 1, 2005, the Executive concurs in this action of the
24 Tribal Council.
25
26

Date:

Winnay Wemigwase, Tribal Chairperson
27
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