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 1 
WAGANAKISING ODAWAK STATUE # ___ 2 

ENAAGAANZIJIK YOUTH COUNCIL 3 
 4 
 5 
SECTION I. PURPOSE 6 
 7 
The Enaagaanzijik Youth Council shall be established for the purpose of fostering the development 8 
of the future leaders of  the Waganakising Odawak by ensuring a collective and representative 9 
voice for all tribal youth within the Tribe; by advocating for the interests, perspectives, and 10 
inclusion of all tribal youth in all matters affecting them; by promoting healthy goals and a mno-11 
bimaadiziwin (good life); by organizing and supporting community outreach and engagement; by 12 
providing a structured, nurturing, and safe environment for personal growth and leadership 13 
development; and by promoting the preservation and revitalization of Anishnababemowin and 14 
Anishinaabe culture, to assert tribal sovereignty; and identity for present and future generations. 15 
 16 
 17 
SECTION II.  DEFINITIONS 18 
 19 
A. “Advisor” means an adult selected by the Youth Council to mentor, facilitate, and support the 20 

Youth Council in advocating for Tribal youth and advancing community initiatives.  21 
 22 
B. “Applicant” means a person who applies to become a Youth Council Member through an 23 
Application.  24 
 25 
C. “Application” means the application form available through the Primary Advisor. 26 

 27 
D.  “Citizen” means a duly enrolled member of the tribe.  28 
 29 
E. “Co-Chairs” means the Youth Council Co-Chairs positions.  30 
 31 
F. “Descendant” means the biological descent where lineage can be traced from parent to child 32 

in each generation. 33 
 34 

G. “Electronic Computing Device” means any computing device that accepts, processes, stores, 35 
retrieves, or transmits data or information in electronic form.  36 
 37 
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H.  “Enaagaanzijik” means the ones who will lead us. 1 
 2 

I. “Other Native American” means a person other than a Citizen, who is an enrolled member of 3 
any federally or state recognized Indian tribe. 4 
  5 

J. “Primary Advisor” means an employee of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 6 
(LTBB) appointed by the Chairperson to provide guidance, oversight, and support to the 7 
Enaagaanzijik Youth Council acting as a liaison between the Youth Council and affiliated 8 
members.  9 
  10 
K. “Records” means all organizational, operational, and financial information, whether in written, 11 
electronic, or other form, that is maintained by the Youth Council.  12 
 13 
L.  “Secretary” means the Youth Council Secretary position. 14 

 15 
M. “Tribal Council” means the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians legislative branch of 16 
the Tribe. 17 

 18 
N. “Tribal Youth” shall mean youths who are Tribal Citizens, Tribal members or other recognized 19 
Tribe or youth who have community ties with the Tribe.  20 
 21 
O.  “Tribe” or “LTBB” means the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. 22 
 23 
P.  “Treasurer” means the Youth Council Treasurer position. 24 
 25 
Q.  “Youth Council” means the subordinate organization established by this statute with the 26 
limited duties and powers described herein.  27 
 28 
R.  “Youth Council Member” means any Citizen or Other Native American who meets the 29 
requirements provided in this statute for membership in the Youth Council and whose name 30 
appears on the current Youth Council Membership List.  31 
 32 
S.  “Youth Council Membership List” means the list of Ennagaanzijik Youth Council Members. 33 
 34 
T.  “Youth Council Officer” means any of the Co-Chairs, Treasurer, Secretary. 35 

 36 
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U.  “Volunteer” means an individual who provides services to the Enaagaanzijik Youth Council 1 
without compensation, expectation of payment, or employment status. Volunteers serve willingly 2 
under the direction of the Primary Advisor and must pass background check. 3 
 4 
 5 
SECTION III. MEMBERSHIP 6 
 7 
The Youth Council shall consist of at least (7) Native American members ages 14 to 24 years of 8 
age. Members must be LTBB citizens, descendants, or other Native American youth. 9 
 10 
Each Member shall have a right to cast one vote on any matter submitted to a vote of its 11 
membership. 12 
 13 
 14 
SECTION IV.  ELECTIONS 15 
 16 
A. Elections for the Youth Council shall be held annually;  17 
 18 
B. Candidate Requirements 19 

To be placed on the ballot, candidates must: 20 
 21 
1. Submit five (5) signatures from any tribal youth. 22 
 23 

C. INITIAL YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP. Upon this Statute’s passage by Tribal 24 
Council and its Concurrence of the Tribal Chairperson the initial Youth Council shall be the 25 
existing Youth Council from its previous iteration at the time of this Statute’s enactment and be 26 
subject to the provisions herein thereafter. 27 
 28 
 29 
SECTION V.   OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 30 
 31 
A. Officers of the Youth Council 32 

 33 
1. The Youth Council shall have the following officers: Co-Chairs, Secretary, and Treasurer.  34 
 35 
2. No individual may hold more than one principal office simultaneously. 36 
 37 
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3. The Youth Council officers shall be citizens of LTBB. 1 
  2 
B. Election of Officers 3 

 4 
1. Officers shall be elected by a majority vote of the Youth Council members. 5 

 6 
C. Duties of the Co-Chairs 7 

The Co-Chairs shall: 8 
 9 

1. Serve as the principal officer(s) of the Youth Council; 10 
 11 

2. Supervise and oversee the activities of the Youth Council; 12 
 13 
3. Preside over all Youth Council meetings, with presiding duties rotating monthly between 14 
the Co-Chairs, unless otherwise determined by a mutual agreement; 15 
 16 
4. Report to Tribal Council as required; and  17 
 18 
5. Perform such other duties as motioned by the Youth Council. 19 

 20 
D. Duties of the Secretary 21 

The Secretary shall: 22 
1. Record and maintain minutes of all Youth Council meetings;  23 
 24 
2. Preside over meetings of the Youth Council in the absence of the Co-Chairs; and  25 

 26 
3. Perform such other duties as motioned by the Youth Council. 27 

 28 
E. Duties of the Treasurer 29 

The Treasurer shall have the following duties and responsibilities: 30 
 31 
1. Collect and disburse all funds of the LTBB Youth Council in accordance with applicable 32 
policies and procedures; 33 
 34 
2. Provide a verbal financial update at each regular meeting of the Youth Council;  35 

 36 
3. Maintain accurate and up-to-date records of all financial transactions; 37 
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 1 
4. Collaborate with the Primary Advisor(s) and the Youth Council to develop and oversee the 2 
annual budget; 3 
 4 
7. Preside over meetings of the Youth Council in the absence of the Co-Chairs and Secretary; 5 
and 6 
 7 
8. Perform such other duties as motioned by the Youth Council. 8 

 9 
 10 
SECTION VI. SWEARING IN 11 
 12 
A. Youth Council members shall be sworn in following the election.   13 
 14 
B. Each member shall take an oath of office before assuming their duties. 15 

 16 
C. Nepotism. Immediate Family members elected to the Youth Council may serve simultaneously 17 

and only one Immediate Family member shall serve as Youth Council Officer at any time.  18 
 19 
 20 
SECTION VII. MEETINGS AND QUOROM  21 
 22 
A. The LTBB Youth Council shall hold at least one regularly scheduled meeting per month and up 23 
to two meetings per month to be held on Tribal lands. Notice of each meeting, including the time 24 
and location, shall be provided to all members no fewer than five (5) days in advance and posted 25 
to the tribal website. 26 
 27 
B.  Quorum is necessary to conduct official business; it shall be established in the presence of at 28 
least four (4) of the Youth Council. No official business may be conducted in the absence of a 29 
quorum and at least one officer must be present. 30 
 31 
C. Official minutes of each meeting shall be recorded and approved by the Youth Council within 32 
sixty (60) days of the meeting. 33 
 34 
 35 
SECTION VIII. ANNUAL MEETING 36 
 37 
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The Enaagaanzijik Youth Council may attend the LTBB annual community meeting and present 1 
an annual report detailing its activities, accomplishments, and goals. 2 
 3 
 4 
SECTION IX. COMMITTEES 5 
 6 
A. The Youth Council members may establish committees as necessary to carry out the work of 7 

the Youth Council. 8 
 9 
B. The Youth Council Committee members must select a Committee Chairperson and Secretary, 10 

who shall be responsible for overseeing committee activities. 11 
 12 

C.  The Co-Chairs shall automatically serve as a member of all committees created by the Youth 13 
Council. 14 
 15 
 16 
SECTION X.  REPORTING REQUIREMENTS  17 
 18 
A. The Secretary shall provide the Tribal Council with copies of approved meeting minutes 19 
quarterly. 20 
 21 
B. The Co-Chairs or another designated officer may present a quarterly report to the Tribal 22 
Council, including meeting minutes and any recommendations proposed by the Youth Council. 23 
 24 
 25 
SECTION XI.  RECORDS  26 
 27 
A. All records of the Youth Council shall be the property of the LTBB and shall be maintained in 28 
the Executive branch offices. 29 
 30 
B. Records shall be subject to any applicable Tribal records ordinances or policies. 31 
 32 
 33 
SECTION XII. EMAILS AND EQUIPMENT  34 
 35 
A. The Executive branch shall provide official email accounts for each Youth Council officer. 36 
 37 



Sponsored by Treasurer Melissa Pamp 

7 of 10 

 
Waganakising Odawak Statute: Enaagaanzijik Youth Council                                  

                                                                                                                            Secretary Annette VanDeCar ________                                                                                                      

 

B. The Youth Council officers shall be provided with an electronic computing device by the 1 
Executive to conduct official business.  2 

 3 
 4 
SECTION XIII. BUDGET AND FUNDRAISING 5 
 6 
A. The annual budget shall be prepared by the Youth Department Director and the Primary 7 

Advisor with assistance and oversight from the Treasurer.  8 
 9 

B. The Youth Council is authorized to conduct fundraisers, raffles, food sales, and other 10 
funding activities, in compliance with Tribal Laws, to support its initiatives.  11 
 12 
C. A dedicated budget shall be established for the Youth Council by the Executive, with funds 13 

carrying over from year to year. 14 
 15 
 16 
SECTION XIV. DONATIONS AND GIFTS 17 
 18 
The Youth Council may accept monetary donations and gifts, which shall be recorded and used in 19 
accordance with the Grant, Donation, or Other Funding Policy.  20 
 21 
 22 
SECTION XV.  TERMS OF OFFICE  23 
 24 
Each Youth Council Officer shall serve a one (1) year calendar term.  25 
 26 
 27 
SECTION XVI. REMOVAL AND RESIGNATION 28 
A. A Youth Council Member may be removed by the majority votes of the Youth Council for 29 

violations in the code of conduct. 30 
 31 
B. An Officer or Member may resign by submitting written notice to the Co-Chairs or Secretary, 32 
with a copy to the Primary Advisor.  33 
 34 
 35 
SECTION XVII. POLICIES AND FISCAL YEAR 36 
 37 
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A. The Youth Council shall adhere to all applicable Tribal policies and procedures unless 1 
otherwise specified in Tribal law. 2 
 3 
B. The fiscal year of the Youth Council shall align with the Tribe’s fiscal year.  4 
 5 
 6 
SECTION XVIII. ADVISORS 7 
 8 
A. Eligibility for Advisors 9 
To serve as an Advisor, an individual must: 10 

 11 
1. Be at least eighteen (18) years of age;  12 
2. Submit a letter of interest to the Youth Council for advisor selection; and  13 
3. Successfully pass a background check in accordance with the Executive upon acceptance 14 

of the youth advisor. 15 
 16 
B. At least one Advisor must be present at all Youth Council meetings and functions.  17 
 18 
C. Advisors shall have the following responsibilities: 19 
 20 

1. Help facilitate Youth Council meetings; 21 
 22 

2. Provide guidance and support to Youth Council members in fulfilling their duties, which 23 
may also include offering cultural and Anishinaabemowin resources; 24 

 25 
3. Chaperone Youth Council activities and functions; 26 

 27 
4. Assist Youth Council members in carrying out their responsibilities; and 28 

 29 
5. Serve as positive role models for Youth Council members and the broader community. 30 

 31 
 32 
SECTION XIX. AFFILIATION  33 
 34 
The Enaagaanzijik Youth Council may affiliate with national, state, or local organizations that align 35 
with its purposes and goals, subject to approval by the Primary Advisor. 36 
 37 
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 1 
SECTION XX. SAVINGS CLAUSE 2 
 3 

In the event that any phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section of this statute 4 
is found for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by the Tribal courts of the Little Traverse 5 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians to violate the Constitution, laws or ordinances of the Little Traverse 6 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, such phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section shall 7 
be considered to stand alone and to be deleted from this statute, the entirety of the balance of the 8 
statute to remain in full and binding force and effect. 9 

 10 
 11 

SECTION XXI. EFFECTIVE DATE 12 
 13 

Effective upon signature of the Executive or 30 days from Tribal Council approval, 14 
whichever comes first, or if the Executive vetoes the legislation, then upon Tribal Council override 15 
of the veto.  16 
 17 
 18 
 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
 28 
 29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
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CERTIFICATION 1 
 2 
As the Tribal Council Legislative Leader and Tribal Council Secretary, we certify that this Statute 3 
was duly passed by the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians at a 4 
regular meeting of the Tribal Council held on DATE  at which a quorum was present, by a vote of  5 
in favor, opposed, abstentions, and  absent as recorded by this roll call: 6 
 7 
  In Favor  Opposed  Abstained  Absent 

Fred Harrinton, Jr.  
 

      

Fred Kiogima  
 

      

Emily Proctor  
 

      

Jordan Shananaquet         

Tammy Okuly Shananaquet  
 

 
 

    

Kelly Wesaw  
 

      

Melissa Pamp  
 

      

Annette VanDeCar  
 

      

Linda Gokee    
 

 
 

    

 8 
 9 
Date: 

 
              

   Legislative Leader Linda Gokee  

    

Date: 
 

            
   Secretary Annette VanDeCar 

 10 
 11 
Received by the Executive Office on  by  

 12 
Pursuant to Article VII, Section D, Subsection 1 of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 13 
Indians Constitution adopted on February 1, 2005 the Executive concurs in this action of the 14 

Tribal Council. 15 
 16 

Date: 
 

 
 

   Winnay Wemigwase, Tribal Chairperson 

           17 


