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 1 

WAGANAKISING ODAWAK STATUTE  2026- 2 

ROBERT AND WAUNETTA DOMINIC, SR. TRIBAL HOLIDAY 3 

 4 

 5 

SECTION I.    SHORT TITLE AND PURPOSE  6 

 7 

A.  Short Title 8 

 9 

This Statute may be cited as the “Dominics Tribal Holiday.” 10 

  11 

B.  Purpose 12 

The purpose of the Dominics Tribal Holiday is to bestow posthumously upon Robert and 13 

Waunetta (McLellan) Dominic, Sr. the Tribe’s greatest honors and accolades by setting aside a 14 

special day of recognition for their many contributions and gifts to our Tribal community.  15 

 16 

 17 

SECTION  II.  AKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND FINDINGS 18 

 19 

Tribal Council acknowledges and finds the following: 20 

A. Robert Dominic, Sr. was born on February 23, 1913 in Cross Village, MI, and 21 

walked on February 29, 1976. His mother died shortly after his birth. He was raised 22 

by his grandmother who taught him survival skills, how to fish and hunt, and 23 

employ the ways of his ancestors. He saved the money he earned to buy clothes and 24 

attend Harbor Springs High School. After graduation, he went to Central Michigan 25 

University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree. After 26 

graduation, he worked as a chemist for the Penn Dixie Cement Company.  27 

B. Waunetta (McLellan) Dominic was born on July 23, 1921 and walked on 28 

December 21, 1981. She attended school in Petoskey, MI, and completed her 29 

studies at the Haskell Institute in Lawrence, KS. 30 

C. Robert and Waunetta married in 1940, and they made their home in Detroit, 31 

MI, and Flint, MI, before returning to Petoskey, MI, in 1944.    32 

D. Robert and Waunetta Dominic, Sr. devoted their lives to the advancement, unity and 33 

rights of Native Americans in Michigan. 34 

E. In 1948, Robert and Waunetta Dominic, Sr. founded the Northern Michigan Ottawa 35 

Association, uniting Odawak across Michigan to pursue justice and treaty rights. 36 
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F. Their leadership helped organize thousands of Odawak in Michigan and led to 37 

successful claims for compensation for lands ceded under 19th century treaties. 38 

G. Their work contributed to the protection of Native fishing rights, improved access to 39 

healthcare and expanded educational opportunities for Native students. 40 

H. The decades of advocacy by Robert and Waunetta Dominic, Sr. helped lay the 41 

foundation for the reaffirmation and federal recognition of the Little Traverse Bay 42 

Bands of Odawa Indians. 43 

I. Waunetta Dominic was recognized statewide as Michiganian of the Year in 1979 and was 44 

later inducted into the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame for her leadership and service. 45 

 46 

 47 

SECTION III.  CREATION OF DOMINICS HOLIDAY 48 

  49 

A. The Tribal Council hereby creates the Dominics Holiday as a recognized Tribal Holiday.   50 

 51 

B. The Holiday will be held on June 5th of every year.   52 

 53 

 54 

SECTION IV.   SAVINGS CLAUSE 55 

 56 

In the event that any phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section of this ordinance is 57 

found by a court of competent jurisdiction to violate the Constitution, laws or ordinances of the 58 

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, such phrase, provision, paragraph, subsection or 59 

section shall be considered to stand alone and to be deleted from this ordinance, the entirety of 60 

the balance of the ordinance to remain in full and binding force and effect. 61 

 62 

SECTION V.   EFFECTIVE DATE 63 

 64 

Effective upon signature of the Executive or 30 days from Tribal Council approval which ever 65 

comes first or if the Executive vetoes the legislation, then upon Tribal Council override of the 66 

veto.   67 

 68 

CERTIFICATION 69 

 70 

As the Tribal Council Legislative Leader and Tribal Council Secretary, we certify that this 71 

Statute was duly adopted by the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 72 

Indians at a regular meeting of the Tribal Council held on ______________ at which a quorum 73 

was present, by a vote of __ in favor, __ opposed, __ abstentions, and __ absent as recorded by 74 

this roll call: 75 
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 76 

  In Favor  Opposed  Abstained  Absent 

Fred Harrington. Jr.   
 

      

Fred Kiogima   
 

      

Tammy Okuly-Shananaquet   
 

      

Emily Proctor  
 

      

Jordan Shananaquet         

Kelly Wesaw  
 

      

Melissa Pamp   
 

      

Annette VanDeCar        
 

Linda Gokee   
 

      

 77 

Date: 
 

  

   Linda Gokee, Legislative Leader 

    

Date:    

   Annette VanDeCar, Secretary 

 

 78 

Received by the Executive Office on 
 

by 
 

 79 

Pursuant to Article VII, Section D, Subsection 1 of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 80 

Indians Constitution adopted on February 1, 2005, the Executive concurs in this action of the 81 

Tribal Council. 82 

 83 

 84 

Date:    

   Winnay Wemigwase, Tribal Chairperson 

 85 

 86 

Received by the Legislative Office ____________________________________   87 


