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LEG-364 sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

WAGANAKISING ODAWAK STATUTE -

Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance Program

SECTION L. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

A.

B.

Findings.

Tribal Council finds that:

1. A significant number of Tribal Citizens reside away from the Reservation and
lack immediate family, community, or financial support at the time of death;

2. Funeral and burial costs increase annually and frequently exceed the benefits
available under existing burial assistance programs;

3. Tribal employees are provided employer-sponsored life insurance, while non-
employee Tribal Citizens are not;

4. Equity and dignity require that Tribal Citizens who are not employees receive
meaningful support at the time of death;

5. The use of pooled life insurance coverage is more cost-effective and predictable

than direct cash burial payments.

Purpose.

The purpose of this Statute is to establish a Tribal-funded life insurance program for non-

employee Tribal Citizens, providing a modest but reliable death benefit intended to cover

customary funeral and burial expenses, including services, feast, hall, and related costs.

Vision

To ensure that every Tribal Citizen is honored with dignity at the end of life, regardless of

employment status or place of residence.

Mission

Guided by the quiet deliberation and care exemplified by Eugene Sineway-Baa, the Tribe will

provide modest, reliable support for non-employee Tribal Citizens, ensuring that customary

funeral and burial needs are met through a sustainable and equitable insurance-based approach.
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LEG-364 sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

SECTION II. REPEAL WOS 2008-003 - Burial Program Statute and REG-WOS
2006-017 Burial Fund Regulations

Upon the Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance Program being fully funded, operational, and

governed by approved Administrative Procedures, this Statute shall repeal and replace WOS

2008-003 - Burial Program Statute, as amended, and any prior Statute, Resolution, Regulation, or

Policy governing burial or funeral assistance for non-employee Tribal Citizens. Until such time,

WOS 2008-003 - Burial Program Statute and all implementing authorities shall remain in full

force and effect, and burial assistance shall continue to be provided pursuant to existing law and

policy.
SECTION III. DEFINITIONS
A. “Administrative Procedures” means written procedures adopted by the Executive Branch

and approved by Tribal Council pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act, governing

implementation and operation of the Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance Program.

B. “Burial Fund” means the burial assistance program and associated funding established

under WOS 2008-003 — Burial Program Statute, as amended, and its implementing regulations.

C. “Employee” means a Tribal Citizen employed by the Tribe or any Tribal enterprise who

is eligible for and covered by a Tribe-sponsored employee life insurance policy.

D. “Group Life Insurance” means a life insurance policy or policies procured by the Tribe

that provide death benefits to a defined group of eligible non-employee Tribal Citizens.

E. “Non-Employee Tribal Citizen” means an enrolled Tribal Citizen who is not employed
by the Tribe or any Tribal enterprise and is not covered by a Tribe-sponsored employee life

insurance policy at the time of death.
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LEG-364 sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

F. “Program” means the Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance Program established by

this Statute.

G. “Tribe” means the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBBOI).

SECTION IV. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM

A. Program Established.

There is hereby established the Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance Program (“Program”).

B. Honoring Eugene Sineway-baa.
This Program is named in honor of Eugene Sineway-baa, whose loss revealed a gap in coverage
for Tribal Citizens who, due to illness or circumstance, are no longer able to remain employed

and are thereby excluded from employer-provided life insurance.

SECTION V. ELIGIBILITY
A. Eligible Participants.
All enrolled Tribal Citizens who:
1. Are not employed by the Tribe or any Tribal enterprise; and
2. Are not covered by a Tribe-sponsored employee life insurance policy shall be

eligible for coverage under the Program.

B. Automatic Enrollment.
Eligible Tribal Citizens shall be automatically enrolled in the Program without application or

premium contribution.

C. No Duplication of Benefits.
A Tribal Citizen shall not receive benefits under this Program if covered by a Tribe-

sponsored employee life insurance policy at the time of death.
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LEG-364 sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

SECTION VL. INSURANCE COVERAGE

A. Group Life Insurance.

The Tribe shall procure and maintain a group life insurance policy or policies to provide death

benefits for eligible participants.

B. Benefit Amount.

The death benefit shall be set at an amount reasonably intended to cover the average cost of a

funeral and burial, including customary cultural and community expenses.

C. Permissible Use of Benefits.

Benefits are intended for, but are not limited to:

1. Funeral services;

2. Burial or cremation expenses;

3. Feast and hall costs;

4. Transportation and related customary expenses.
SECTION VIL ANNUAL RECALCULATION AND SUSTAINABILITY
A. Annual Review Required.

The benefit amount and total insurance coverage shall be reviewed annually.

B. Factors for Recalculation.

The annual recalculation shall consider:

1. Number of eligible Tribal Citizens;
2 Age distribution of eligible participants;
3 Current average funeral and burial costs;
4. Insurance premium costs;
5 Historical claims experience.
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LEG-364 sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

C. Adjustment Authority.
Tribal Executive, or its delegated authority, shall adjust coverage levels annually to maintain

fiscal sustainability while meeting the Program’s purpose.

SECTION VIIIL. ADMINISTRATION

A. The Program shall be administered by the Executive Branch.

B. Confidentiality.

All participant and beneficiary information shall be treated as confidential and protected in
accordance with Tribal law.

C. Insurance Providers.

The Tribe may solicit, negotiate, and contract with insurance providers as necessary to

implement this Program.

SECTION IX. FUNDING

A. Funding Source.
The Program shall be funded through Tribal funds appropriated by Tribal Council.

B. No Individual Premiums.

No premiums or contributions shall be required from eligible Tribal Citizens.

SECTION X. NON-VESTED BENEFIT

Participation in this Program does not create a vested property right or entitlement beyond the

terms of the applicable insurance policy.
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LEG-364 sponsored by Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

SECTION XI. APPROPRIATIONS

The current appropriations for the Department and Commission within the Executive budget
shall be used to implement this Statute. The existing Burial Fund line item shall be utilized as the
initial funding source for the Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance Program.

The Executive may request additional supplemental funds necessary to meet the obligations of
this Statute, with such requests based on actuarial or premium cost calculations associated with
the insurance coverage provided herein and shall present Tribal Council with future annual
budgets necessary to implement this Statute. No additional appropriations for this Program shall
be submitted to Tribal Council without prior review and recommendation by the Appropriations

and Finance Committee.

SECTION XII. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES REQUIRED
The Executive shall develop Administrative Procedures necessary to implement the intent of the
Statute and shall forward such Procedures to the Tribal Council for approval in accordance with

the Administrative Procedures Act as currently enacted or amended.

SECTION XIII. SAVINGS CLAUSE

In the event that any phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section of this statute is
held invalid or unconstitutional by the Tribal courts of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians under the Constitution or laws of the Tribe, such phrase, provision, part, paragraph,
subsection or section shall be considered to stand alone and to be deleted from this statute, the

entirety of the balance of the statute to remain in full and binding force and effect.

SECTION XIV. EFFECTIVE DATE
This Statute takes effect upon signature of the Executive or 30 days from Tribal Council
approval, whichever comes first, or if the Executive vetoes the legislation, then upon Tribal

Council override of the veto.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, no benefits shall be provided, and no repeal or replacement of
any existing burial program shall occur, until the Eugene Sineway-baa Funeral Insurance

Program is fully funded and Administrative Procedures have been approved.
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CERTIFICATION

As the Tribal Council Legislative Leader and Tribal Council Secretary, we certify that this
Statute was duly adopted by the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians at a regular meeting of the Tribal Council held on at which a quorum
was present, by a vote of __ in favor, __ opposed, __ abstentions, and __ absent as recorded by
this roll call:

In Favor Opposed Abstained Absent
Fred Harrington. Jr.

Fred Kiogima

Tammy Okuly-Shananaquet

Emily Proctor

Jordan Shananaquet

Kelly Wesaw

Melissa Pamp

Annette VanDeCar

Linda Gokee

Date:

Linda Gokee, Legislative Leader

Date:

Annette VanDeCar, Secretary

Received by the Executive Office on by

Pursuant to Article VII, Section D, Subsection 1 of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians Constitution adopted on February 1, 2005, the Executive concurs in this action of the
Tribal Council.

Date:

Winnay Wemigwase, Tribal Chairperson

Received by the Legislative Office

Date
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