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LEG-354 Sponsored by Councilor William Ortiz

WAGANAKISING ODAWAK STATUTE 2025-__
EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDING PROGRAM

SECTION L. PURPOSE

The Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians creates this Statute to provide financial
support to Tribal citizens affected by federally, state, or tribally declared disasters.

SECTION II. DEFINITIONS

A. "Tribal Council" means the Tribal Council of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa

Indians.

B. “Tribe” means the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians and includes any Tribal
entity or sub-entity of the Tribe.

C. “Declared Disaster” means an emergency event for which a federal, state, or tribal
government has issued an official disaster declaration affecting a county or jurisdiction in which
enrolled Tribal citizens reside A disaster may result for natural causes, such as storms,

earthquakes or diseases, or manmade causes, such as civil or criminal unrest.

D. “Emergency Relief Payment” means a one-time financial disbursement made to eligible

Tribal citizens pursuant to this Statute as a result of a Declared Disaster.

SECTION III. EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDING PROGRAM

A.  Financial emergency support under this State will be administered under specified
guidelines that do not discriminate in favor of members of the governing body of the Tribe;
the benefits provided will be available to any Tribal member who meets the guidelines, will
be for the promotion of general welfare, will not be lavish or extravagant, and will not
compensate for services. Financial assistance will qualify as Indian general welfare benefits
under 26 U.S.C. §139E and WOS 2017-002.

B. The Tribe shall provide an opportunity to apply for a one-time Emergency Relief Payment
of six hundred fifty dollars ($650.00) per Declared Disaster event to any enrolled Tribal citizen
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whose primary residence is in a county or jurisdiction affected by the Declared Disaster. A Tribal
citizen may apply for an Emergency Relief Payment for each unique incident in which a federal,
state, or tribal disaster is declared, provided the residence was located in the affected jurisdiction

and the citizen was affected at the time of the declaration.

C. Proof of residence in the disaster area and documentation of the disaster declaration must

be submitted with each application to the designated Tribal department.

D. Payments shall be subject to available appropriations and shall not exceed the total amount

allocated annually for Emergency Relief Funding.

E. An amount of one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) shall be restricted and maintained in the
Tribe’s designated investment account for the sole purpose of future Emergency Relief Funding

sustainability.

F. Funding for the first one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) in Emergency Relief
Payments each fiscal year shall be drawn from the Tribe’s General Fund. This amount shall be
appropriated annually and made available for immediate disbursement upon verification of

eligibility and need.

G. Any unspent portion of the General Fund allocation at the end of the fiscal year shall roll
over into the following fiscal year. At the start of each new fiscal year, the General Fund allocation
for Emergency Relief Payments shall be replenished to ensure a minimum balance of $100,000.00

is available for disbursement.

H. In the event that annual Emergency Relief Payment requests exceed the initial $100,000
threshold provided by the General Fund, additional funds may be withdrawn from the restricted
investment account. Withdrawals from the investment account shall require a formal resolution by

the Tribal Council authorizing the amount and purpose of the withdrawal.

SECTION VL. APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZED

This Emergency Relief Funding Statute shall be included in the Executive budget and funded
annually with a minimum budget of $100,000 dollars per fiscal year.
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SECTION VIL SAVINGS CLAUSE

In the event that any phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section of this statute is held
invalid by the Tribal courts of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians due to violation
of the Constitution, laws or ordinances of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, such
phrase, provision, part, paragraph, subsection or section shall be considered to stand alone and to
be deleted from this statute, the entirety of the balance of the statute to remain in full and binding

force and effect.

SECTION VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE

Effective upon signature of the Executive or shall be deemed enacted if not expressly
vetoed by the Executive within thirty (30) days of submission. The Tribal Council may, by an

affirmative vote of seven (7) members of the Tribal Council, override a veto by the Executive.

CERTIFICATION
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