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What’s Inside

This newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, 
Michigan 49740. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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Tribal Affiliation: Grand Traverse 
Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 
(Odawa/Ojibwe and Mandan, Arikira 
and Hidasta Nation)

Previous Title: 2017-2018 Little 
Miss Wiigwassmin (Cherry), a princess 
contest held annually at the National 
Cherry Festival in Traverse City, MI 

Age: 12
School: 7th Grade at Suttons Bay 

School
Awards: Honor Roll, Student Lead-

ership and Reading Buddy
Hobbies/Interests: Volleyball 

(2021), basketball (2018, 2019, 2022), 
Club LSC Soccer (2014-2022), snow-
boarding (2015-2022), Lift Teen Center, 
kid sitting, swimming, running and hik-
ing. Participated in the 2022 Michigan 
Indian Family Olympics (gold medals 
in the obstacle course, 50-meter run, 

By Krystal Nurse

Editor’s note: The following article and pho-
tographs appeared in the Lansing State Journal, and 
they are reprinted here with permission. Shannon 
Mejia is an LTBB Tribal Citizen. 

Shannon Mejia’s food truck started as a means of 
supporting her family, but it’s transforming over time 
into a means to help create a cultural center for her 
Native American community. 

Mejia, a member of the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians, started La India Mexicana Cocina 
last fall to dish out a fusion of Odawa and Mexican 
flavors to customers. Patrons are  met with Mejia’s 
bubbly personality, music and flavors hailing from 
both cultures. 

“My original idea for this food truck was just for 
the stepping stone for me to open up a cultural cen-
ter/meeting center,” Mejia said. 

Orders of fry bread tacos, walking tacos, Cali-
fornia-style tacos and other versions fly off her grill. 
When she’s not working special events, her truck can 
be found at 716 E. Park Terrace off Saginaw Street in 
Lansing, MI. 

Mejia’s Odawa roots and her fiancé, Jose Perez’s, 
Mexican roots are featured in every dish.  

Mejia hired family and friends to work the busi-
ness. Family friend Feliciana Hernandez does prep 
work and maintains a list of orders and needed items. 
Others coordinate deliveries as Mejia talks with cus-
tomers. 

When Mejia’s working at events, she brings a 
grill, so she can cook outdoors in ways she saw oth-
ers cook in California and parts of Mexico. Cooking 
outside on the grill also allows her to interact with 

customers.
“What I’m trying to do is get the authenticity, the 

traditions, the cultural, the learning — I don’t want 
you to be able to just come to my food truck and get 
my food,” Mejia said. “I want you to know why.”

All of her grains, spices and vegetables come 
from the Odawa reservation near Petoskey, MI. She’s 
working with a tribe in Minnesota to obtain caribou 
and buffalo.

The various ingredients all come together for her 
different dishes.

“It’s definitely unique. It’s not like any anybody 
else’s food,” said longtime friend, Miceila Cuellar, 
who, with her  husband Gonzalo,  stopped by the 
truck.

How La India Got Its Start
Mejia said she started the business to make her 

family proud. She and Perez spent time in prison. Af-
ter they were released, they sought jobs, but found no 
one willing to hire them because of their convictions. 

She began to sell meals to make ends meet and 

By Sean Miller

Editor’s note: The following article appeared in the 
Petoskey News-Review and is reprinted here with permis-
sion. Dejuan Jordan is an LTBB Tribal Citizen.

A Petoskey (Michigan) local and his team of videog-
raphers recently won an award for their work on a collab-
orative video with the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra.

It was recently announced that Dejuan Jordan, the 

“Ava Anderson” continued on page 37.

“Food Truck” continued on page 38.

“Telly Award” continued on page 37.

Tribal Affiliation: Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBB)

Age: 14
Style of Dance: Jingle Dress
School: 9th Grade at Petoskey High School
Awards: Basketball MVP and Honor Roll
Hobbies/Interests: Basketball and Volley-

ball
Family: Parents, Shanna Shananaquet 

(Odawa Economic Affairs Holding Cor-
poration Executive Director) and Aaron 
Wemigwase (Surveillance Manager at Odawa 
Casino Resort); and sisters, Anna Wemigwase, 
21, and Gia Wemigwase, 12.

Dance Experience: Has danced jingle 
dress since she could walk.  

All in the Family: Her aunt, Winnay 
Wemigwase, was Miss Odawa Nation 1993-
1994. 

Photo by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist 
Wendy Congdon.
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The Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the news-
letter, but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. 
Because we have a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any ma-
terial submitted for space and content.

The deadline for the October 2022 issue of Odawa Trails is September 9, 2022.
 You can e-mail or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-1429. 

Please only call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of LTBB Mission Statement 

Debendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aawiyiing.  Geyaabi gdaa’aanaa miinwaa gdanwewmi Anishinaabemowin, maanda egishkaago’iing 
debendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwaa wiimnaadendiziyiing.  Gdabendaanaa debendiziwin kina gwaya Odawak naasaap eyaamjik, 
maanda naakinigewinan, maadiziwin miinwaa mnidoowaadiziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik debendamowaad. Maanda debendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, 
kanamaajiidonaa niigaan ezhibezhigoyiing, kinoomaadwin, dbaakinigewin, giigidowin miinwaa naakinigewin.  Kazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda 
niizhwaachiing bimaadiziwin waabii’aamigak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadenda-
mowin, aakde’ewin, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwaa debwewin.  Kanakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing nakaazwinan 
jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishinaabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa.  Ninda eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo 
kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

LTBB Mission Statement
Being Odawa is all about freedom.  The Freedom to be a part of a people who, with integrity and pride, still have and speak our own language.  

The freedom to share in common with all other Odawak the customs, culture, and spirituality of our ancestors.  The freedom we have today we will 
bring to the future through unity, education, justice, communication, and planning.  We will reach out to the next seven generations by holding to 
cultural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth.  We will utilize our Tribal assets to provide the necessary tools 
to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly represent our culture.  With these values we will move the Tribe forward.

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

 LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
 Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com
 
  Beverly Wemigwase, Receptionist          231-242-1400
             1-866-652-5822

Tribal Administration
242-1400

Tribal Chairman’s Office
Lakota Worthington,

Administrative Assistant
 242-1401

Tribal Council/Legislative Office
Linda Gokee, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1403

Legal Department
Su Lantz, Assistant

242-1407
NO Collect Calls Accepted

Office of Citizens Legal 
Assistance

Cherie Dominic, Attorney 
242-1433

NO Collect Calls Accepted

Accounting Department
Jon Shawa, Assistant 

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts 
242-1439

Archives, Records and
Repatriation Department 
Eric Hemenway, Director 

242-1527

Commerce Department 
Hayden Hooper, Director 

242-1584

Communications Department 
Annette VanDeCar, Coordinator

242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist 

242-1429

Elders Department 
Dorothy Pagel, 

Administrative Assistant 
242-1423

Enrollment Department 
Marin Taylor, Administrative 

Assistant/Genealogist
242-1521

Facilities Department 
Simon Kenwabikise, Director 

242-1532

Education Department 
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant 
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin  
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director 
242-1454

GIS Department 
Alan Proctor, Director

242-1597

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Maternal Child
Health Outreach

242-1614

Pharmacy
242-1750

Housing Department
Heidi Bosma,

Administrative Assistant
242-1540

Human Resources
Department

Dorla McPeak,
Administrative Assistant

242-1555

Human Services Department
Veronica Sanders, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1621

IT Department
Gary Appold,

Director
242-1531

Law Enforcement
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

Natural Resource
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Planning, Zoning and
Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Tribal Planner

242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Brenda Schoolcraft,
Office/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Office
Gwen Teuthorn, Office Manager

242-1475

Youth Services Department
Tina Dominic, Coordinator

242-1593

Election Board

ElectionBoard@ltbbelectionboard.org
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Aanii kina gwaya,  
This past month was very 

busy with preparations for 
the Department of Interior’s 
(DOI) Road to Healing lis-
tening session on August 13 
at Pellston Schools. The Little 
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians was asked to host the 
event which served as an op-
portunity for Native Ameri-
can boarding school survivors 
and descendants to share their 
experiences of the schools to 
promote awareness and heal-
ing. Collected testimony is 
also being used to influence 
subsequent work of the DOI’s 
Federal Indian Boarding 
School Initiative. Thirty-five 
tribal nations were invited to 
attend along with state lead-
ership, and other communi-
ty partners. Eight hundred 

forty-nine people attended 
throughout the course of the 
day. While the event was very 
emotional, it is an important 
first step for our communities 
to begin healing from these ex-
periences. I have no doubt the 
event will be the first of many 
in hearing from survivors and 
descendants to understand 
the impact of the boarding 
schools. Chi-miigwech to all 
of our partners and staff who 
came together to ensure the 
event was smooth, but most 
importantly, survivors and de-
scendants had the support and 
resources necessary to come 
forward with their testimony.  

I also attended our annu-
al Homecoming Pow Wow on 
August 13 and 14. After years 
of not being able to hold this 
type of event, it was an amaz-
ing feeling to be back out on 
the pow wow grounds. The 
turnout was incredible with 
a record number attendance. 
After spending the first part of 
the weekend hearing stories of 
the efforts to assimilate indig-
enous families, it did my heart 
some good to see the strength 
and resiliency of our people, 
culture and traditions as we 
celebrated together. Chi-mi-
igwech to the Pow Wow Com-
mittee for all the hard work 

you put into making the event 
the huge success it was!  

The Jiingtamok and 
Kinomaage are right around 
the corner on September 10 
and 11 at Osbourne Road, 
Harbor Springs, MI. Activities 
include a barter table, fire-
keeping teachings, dance les-
sons, traditional food demon-
strations and more. For more 
event details, please contact 
the Education Department at 
231-242-1480. 

Our Sovereignty Day 
Committee is busy planning 
our annual celebration! We 
are excited to bring back a 
more communal format since 
COVID-19 transmission rates 
remain low. Be sure to check 
out the LTBB Government 
Facebook page and LTBB web-
site for more details. 

Lastly, it is with a heavy 
heart I acknowledge the sud-
den passing of Tribal Coun-
cilor Martin “Marty” Van De 
Car. He leaves behind a lasting 
legacy of civil service and com-
munity stewardship. He truly 
was a pillar of this communi-
ty, pioneering positive change 
with the numerous capaci-
ties Marty filled. He touched 
the hearts of many and will 
be greatly missed. Baamaapii 
kwaabin, dear friend.

f r o M  T h e  e x e C u T i v e  o f f i C e

a T T e n T i o n  L T B B  T r i B a L  C i T i z e n  o w n e d  B u s i n e s s e s
LTBB Tribal Citizen owned businesses wish-

ing to be e-mailed of various business opportu-
nities within the LTBB Government or LTB-
Bowned enterprises should contact the LTBB 
Department of Commerce (DOC) to provide 
an e-mail address in which they would like to be 
contacted and include a brief statement of what 

their business offers.
LTBB DOC will reach out to these business-

es directly when departments or entities ask for 
their business opportunities to be shared.

LTBB DOC can be reached at 231-242-1584 
or DOC@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

i M P o r T a n T  T r i B a L  C e r T i f i C a T e  o f  e x e M P T i o n  u P d a T e
The LTBB Department of Commerce would 

like to share an important update regarding the 
Tribal Certificate of Exemption (TCE).

While we strongly encourage Resident Trib-
al Members (RTMs) to obtain TCEs prior to the 
purchase(s), there is now a way to request a re-
fund directly from the Michigan Department of 
Treasury for taxes paid on eligible items. If you 
made an eligible purchase while being an RTM, 
and you did NOT claim your exemption at the 
time of purchase – please contact the LTBB De-
partment of Commerce for detailed information 
on how to request your refund. Refund claims 
must be made within four years of the original 

date of purchase. Please note this refund option 
should not be used as an alternative to the reg-
ular TCE process; rather, it should be a fallback 
option as the process for a refund is more bur-
densome on the RTM and still requires the RTM 
to obtain a TCE. The refund will be requested 
directly from the Michigan Department of Trea-
sury, however, LTBB DOC can walk you through 
the process and help you obtain the necessary 
paperwork to do so (TCE, appropriate receipts, 
forms from the seller, etc.).

Please contact the LTBB DOC office at 231- 
242-1584 or DOC@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov for addi-
tional information.

r e q u e s T s  f o r  T r i B a L  C e r T i f i C a T e  o f  e x e M P T i o n  ( T C e )
The LTBB Department of Commerce (DOC) 

would like to remind all Resident Tribal Citizens 
(RTC) that Requests for Tribal Certificates of Ex-
emption (TCE) must be submitted prior to mak-
ing the purchases. DOC has up to 96 hours to 
process the request once all necessary informa-
tion has been received. If the purchase is made 
before obtaining the TCE, there is now a fallback 
option which makes it possible for Citizens to 
request a refund directly from the Michigan De-

partment of Treasury, however this should not 
be used in lieu of the regular TCE process. The 
refund process is more burdensome on the RTC 
and still requires that a TCE is obtained. Refund 
requests can be made within four (4) years of 
the original date of purchase. Please contact the 
DOC office at 231.242.1584 or DOC@ltbboda-
wa-nsn.gov if you need to request a refund or for 
any other TCE questions.
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The Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE), in continued partnership with the edu-
cation departments from the 12 federally recog-
nized tribes in Michigan, will develop curricu-
lum and teacher supports to help students learn 
about the history of Indigenous Peoples in Mich-
igan.

The state’s bipartisan state School Aid bud-
get provides funds for MDE to collaborate with 
the Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education 
Departments (CMTED) “to design, implement, 
and evaluate professional learning and optional 
curriculum modules for the purpose of learning 
Michigan Indigenous tribal history, including 
the history of Indian boarding schools in Mich-
igan as described in Michigan’s social studies 
standards for grades 8 to 12.”

“Developing these important learning ma-
terials for our educators to share with Michigan 
children will bring a greater understanding of 
the history, culture and contributions of the trib-
al nations that shared this land with one anoth-
er,” said State Superintendent Dr. Michael Rice. 
“We appreciate the opportunity to deepen our 
work with our tribal educational partners, whose 
leadership we value.”

MDE and the 12 federally recognized tribes 
which share geography with the State of Michi-
gan have been working together for the past six 
years through CMTED and MDE’s Indigenous 
Education Initiative to build a cohesive and sus-
tainable approach for collaboration among the 
tribes, the state and local entities to identify and 
address educational issues and shared priorities.

“The creation and development of authen-
tic curriculum and teacher supports centered 
on Indigenous Peoples, and the Tribal Nations 
that share geography with Michigan will begin 
the shift of longstanding historical practices 
that have attempted to erase our histories and 
perpetuate the invisibility of our tribal com-
munities in the public education system,” said 
Jordan Shananaquet, CMTED Eniigaangidoong 
(Chairperson). “CMTED will continue to fulfill 
our responsibility to our educational sovereign-
ty through our ongoing partnership with MDE’s 
Indigenous Education Initiative and our shared 
commitment to maintaining an authentic and 
meaningful consultative relationship.”

The funding and language included in the 
state School Aid budget for the development of 
Indigenous tribal history curriculum and teach-
er supports are the work of State Senator Wayne 

Schmidt of Traverse City, MI, chair of the Senate 
K-12 School Aid Appropriations Subcommittee. 
“We appreciate the leadership of Senator Schmidt 
to help make available these important resources 
for our students and staff,” said Dr. Rice.

The $750,000 in funding will help to sup-
port Michigan’s K-12 Social Studies standards, 
which were approved by the State Board of Edu-
cation in 2019. CMTED and tribal communities 
were directly involved in the work to update the 
standards, which had last been updated in 2007. 
The 2019 updated standards included addition-
al references to tribes and tribal governments in 
Michigan.

A related but separate piece of legislation, 
Senate Bill 962, also introduced by Senator 
Schmidt, intends to encourage districts to teach 
about Indian boarding schools, is still before the 
Senate Education and Career Readiness Com-
mittee. MDE remains hopeful this additional 
legislation will move forward during the current 
legislative session.

“It’s been an honor to work with MDE and 
my colleagues to secure funding to ensure that 
this important history is not forgotten or repeat-
ed,” said State Senator Wayne Schmidt, R-Tra-
verse City. “This issue was first brought to me by 
constituents who are members of the tribal com-
munity. Today, we have taken a step in the right 
direction, but there is much more education to 
do.”

The collaboration with CMTED furthers 
MDE’s efforts to support and learn from Anishi-
naabek communities in Michigan. Supported by 
funding in the state School Aid Act, this partner-
ship will help ensure Michigan learners better 
understand the history of Indigenous Peoples in 
Michigan, including the use of Indian boarding 
schools.

“Indian boarding schools caused the loss 
of so much of our values and culture,” said Ja-
mie Stuck, Chairperson of Nottawaseppi Huron 
Band of the Potawatomi (NHBP) and NHBP 
Education Committee Chair. “Michigan Tribes 
continue the work to help our people heal and 
repair the trauma caused by these institutions, 
as well as revitalize our Indigenous knowledge 
and educate our community. We are grateful for 
this opportunity to partner with MDE and look 
forward to sharing our history and culture with 
Michigan school systems to enrich all peoples.”

Courtesy photo and courtesy graphic. 

M d e ,  T r i B a L  e d u C a T o r s  T o  P a r T n e r  i n  d e v e L o P i n g  s T u d e n T 
C u r r i C u L u M  o n  i n d i g e n o u s  h i s T o r y

L T B B  T a x  a g r e e M e n T  a r e a  &  r e s i d e n T  T r i B a L  C i T i z e n s
Listed below are the townships included in 

the LTBB Tax Agreement Area. If your principal 
residence is within the Tax Agreement Area and 
your address is updated with the LTBB Enroll-
ment department, you are considered a Resident 
Tribal Citizen and are eligible for several tax ex-
emptions as defined in our Tax Agreement. For 
more information on the available exemptions, 
please contact the DOC office at 231.242.1584 or 
DOC@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

LTBB Tax Agreement Area Townships:
Cross Village (all)
Friendship (all)

Little Traverse (all)
City of Petoskey (all)
Readmond (all)
West Traverse (all)
City of Harbor Springs (all)
Bear Creek (all)
*Resort (partial)
*Hayes (partial)
*Bay (partial)
*City of Charlevoix
(North of the bridge only)
*Charlevoix Township
(North of the bridge only)
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September Elders Birthdays
September 1
Betty Gregory

Sharon Werner
Robert Sadler

William Sadler, Sr.
Bonnie Skrocki

Ella Curto
Victoria Haywood

September 2
Susan Scramlin
Susan Russo
Duane Stone
James Smith

September 3
Raymond Hays
Robert Keshick

Robert Washegesic

September 4
Richard Keller
Belinda Joy

Timothy Ettawageshik
Patricia Hansen

September 5
Kevin Scott

Katherine Petoskey
Beatrice Law

September 6
Rose Smalley

Robert Shagonaby
Mary Lynn

Billy Kaestner
Benedict Hinmon
John Kawegoma
Diane Kawegoma
Suzanna Castonia

William McFall

September 7
Janice Newstead

September 8
Brian Anthony

Valinda Rowland

September 9
Ronald Smith
Stuart Martell
Marjorie Janis

DeWaine Shomin

September 10
Hope Reines
Janet Keshick
Linda Zeppa

Rodney Mackety
Lorelie McGlynn

Ann Helinski
John Vandegriff, Jr.

Karla Bressette
Jolene Judson

September 11
Lee Sochay
Karen Boda
Karen Norris

Robert Moneypenny

September 12
Claire Simon
Carol Basford
John Kolodgy

David Johnston
Charles Moore

September 13
Wayne Clark
Ann Notari

Caryn Howard-Bundy
Karin Branaman
Michael Warren
Dennis Petoskey
Carol DeMario
Donna Searles

Thomas Naganashe

September 14
Marcella Moses-Johnson

Cynthia Schweiger
Jeffrey Rowland
Joseph Kiogima
Andrea Gamelin

September 15
Gregory Friske
Ralph Warren II
Gerald Hardwick

Ann Justice
Mary Burks

September 16
Theodore Lasley

Darlene Raymond
Bruce Trobridge

Samuel Leo
Terry Erno

September 17
Linda Rowland
Ida Kassahn

Sharon Sahr-Seres

September 18
Karen Smith

Roy Sebeck, Jr.
Evangeline Blevins

Michael Metzger
Constance Richards

Kevin Watkins
Michael Deneen

Albert Lasley
Richard Nowak

Melody Rothrock
Julie Devine

September 19
Carol Wright

Christina Nyari
Darren McGraw

Mark Gaus
Joan Brown
Gary Kilmer

Cheryl Martin

September 20
Tracy LaCroix

Elizabeth Saperstein
Kimberly Morrow

Sarah Proctor

September 21
Phillip Keller
Judith Mears

September 22
Sue Vallance

Jonathan Norton
Robert Martell, Sr.

Paul Shomin
Stanley Sineway

 
September 23
Mark Shawa

September 24
Tina Toole

James Petoskey
Stephen Deckrow

Harley Adams
Laura Blevins

Thomas Daybird
Toni Kropp

September 25
Karen Lo Picolo
Michelle Deland
Constance Merz

September 26
Lou Hill

Bonita Thom
Robert Stokes

September 27
Debra Emery
Joel Kimball

Caroline Niebrzydowski
Theresa Courtney

September 28
Gilbert Smith

Jean Formosa
Emily Harrington

September 29
Edward Gasco, Jr.

Sherri Siebert
Kimberly Sutton

Rose Pyant

September 30
Sharon Friedli-Welter
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FDPIR Self-Determination Demonstra-
tion Project – USDA Support Continues

In June 2022, USDA’s Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS) finalized a series of contract mod-
ifications and extensions for tribes participating 
in the FDPIR Self-Determination Demonstra-
tion Project. Through the demonstration project, 
eight participating FDPIR tribes are able to select 
one or more foods they would like to procure for 
inclusion in the FDPIR food package,   identify 
the food(s) in the food package they would like 
to supplant with their tribally procured food(s), 
establish contract(s) with a vendor(s) to procure 
the selected food(s) and distribute the tribally 
procured food(s) alongside other USDA-pro-
vided foods in the FDPIR food packages dis-
tributed to their tribal members. In June, six of 
the eight participating tribes requested and re-
ceived extensions and/or modifications of their 
existing contracts originally awarded in October 
2021.  These extensions and modifications will 
allow them to distribute new foods or previously 
approved foods for additional months, includ-
ing  Alaska-grown potatoes, Alaskan cod, dry 
hominy, stew meat, pecans and a variety of fresh 
produce, including salad mix, radishes, summer 
and winter squash, onions and cherry tomatoes.  

To date, USDA has awarded $5.7 million to 
tribal nations participating in the demonstration 
project. The six tribes awarded the contract ex-
tensions and/or modifications include Oneida 
Nation, Menominee Indian Tribe and Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa from Wiscon-
sin; Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
from Michigan; Chickasaw Nation from Oklaho-
ma; and Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
from Alaska.

FNS staff recently visited Chickasaw Na-
tion to tour their nutrition services facility in 
Ardmore, OK, and see their tribally procured 
foods being distributed to households as part of 
the FDPIR Self-Determination Project.  Chick-
asaw Nation will be distributing five foods in 
total, including, chuck roast, ground beef, stew 
meat, dry hominy and pecans. All foods are pro-
cured from Native American vendors.  During 
the visit, FNS staff met with Chickasaw Nation’s 
nutritionists who provided an educational food 
tasting of three of their five tribally procured 
foods, using recipes promoted under their  Get 
Fresh! initiative.

Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)
The  Affordable  Connectivity  Program 

(ACP) provides eligible low-income households 
a subsidy of up to $30 per month on internet 
service plans offered by participating internet 
service providers and up to $75 per month for el-
igible households on tribal lands. Eligible house-
holds can also receive a one-time discount of up 
to $100 to purchase a laptop, desktop comput-
er or tablet from participating providers if the 
household contributes more than $10 and less 
than $50 toward the purchase price. 

Households with income at or below 200% 
of the poverty level are eligible for the subsidy 
— about 30 million households or one in four of 
all households in the U.S. However, households 
are also automatically eligible for the ACP — 

without the need to prove their income — if at 
least one member of the household is receiving 
benefits from certain government assistance pro-
grams, including FDPIR.

The Biden-Harris Administration has se-
cured commitments from many of the nation’s 
top internet service providers to offer high-speed 
internet plans to ACP-eligible households for 
$30 or less with no other fees and no data caps. 
ACP-eligible households which choose to pair 
the ACP subsidy with one of these plans will be 
able to obtain high-speed internet with no out-
of-pocket costs — meaning millions of low-in-
come households will be able to obtain high-
speed internet at no cost.

FDPIR Nutrition Education Paraprofes-
sional Project

On June 23-24, 2022, the first FDPIR Nutri-
tion Paraprofessional Training was held in Min-
neapolis, MN. The training, which is known as 
the Community Nutrition Champion Training, 
was conducted by the Oklahoma Tribal Engage-
ment Partners (OKTEP) through a cooperative 
agreement with USDA FNS. The goal of the 
training was to empower FDPIR partners to de-
liver nutrition education to FDPIR participants.

In 2018, a study was conducted to assess 
ITO staff interest in USDA-funded nutrition 
education training to provide ITO staff with the 
knowledge and skills needed to serve as nutrition 
paraprofessionals for their organizations.  The 
findings indicated a nutrition paraprofessional 
training project was needed and would be sup-
ported. The study helped FNS understand what 
training topics would be of most interest and the 
best way to deliver the training.

The Community Nutrition Champion 
Training covered 10 topics including MyPlate, 
food safety, cooking basics, reading food labels 
and a hands-on experience conducting a cook-
ing demonstration. An important component of 
the training was weaving cultural connections 
throughout the training by sharing tradition-
al language, stories and practices when possi-
ble.  Eleven tribal partners, representing each 
region, attended the two-day pilot training. At-
tendees provided positive feedback, describing 
the training as “very informative,” “fun,” and “I 
hope this one is just the start of many more.”

FNS is currently working on a cooperative 
agreement to allow OKTEP to conduct addition-
al nutrition paraprofessional trainings in each re-
gion over the next three years. Check out the first 
cohort of FDPIR program staff at the Communi-
ty Nutrition Champion Training in the pictures 
above and below.

f o o d  d i s T r i B u T i o n  P r o g r a M  o n  i n d i a n  r e s e r v a T i o n s  ( f d P i r ) 
u P d a T e
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Dear Tribal Citizen,
Tribal Council passed 

WOS# 2021-009 Waiver of 
Fees for Military Veterans Stat-
ute on June 10, 2021, which 
was signed by Regina Gasco 
Bentley, Tribal Chairperson, 
on July 7, 2021. 

Under the statute, the 
Executive has authorized the 
waiver of identification card 
fees for military veterans.  

Definition
“Military Veteran” means 

a person who served in the ac-
tive military, naval or air ser-
vice and who was discharged 
or released there from under 
conditions other than dishon-
orable, this includes United 
States Army, Navy, Marine 
Corps, Air Force, Coast Guard 
service and members of the 
Reserves, Air or Army Nation-
al Guard. 

We have created new 

Tribal Identification Cards for 
our LTBB Veterans.

If you are a veteran, give 
us a call and we will verify if 
your picture and address are 
current. We will issue you a 
new Tribal Identification Card. 
We have issued our first Veter-
an ID Card to Thomas Henry 
Naganashe.

Zhimaaganish - Veteran

Please contact the Enroll-
ment Office through Lindsey 
Doerfler at 231-242-1522 or 
Marin Taylor 231-242-1521. 
You may also contact the En-
rollment Office via e-mail at 
enrollment@ltbbodawa-nsn.
gov. 

Sincerely,
Pauline Boulton
Enrollment Officer 

T h e  e n r o L L M e n T  o f f i C e  h a s  a  M a i L  d r o P  B o x
It is located to the left of 

the front doors of the LTBB 
Governmental Center in Har-
bor Springs, MI. We will have 
limited quantities of adult and 
minor address forms stocked. 
**Weather Permitting**

We will happily set aside 
an envelope with any specific 
form(s) you may need as well. 

Just give our office a call, and 
we will be more than happy to 
try to accommodate you.

All Enrollment services 
are available by appointment 
only. You may call or e-mail to 
work with our staff.

231-242-1521, 231-242-
1522, 231-242-1520 or enroll-
ment@ ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 

L i T T L e  T r a v e r s e  B a y  B a n d s  o f  o d a w a  i n d i a n s

e n J i B o o z B i i g e n g  -  e n r o L L M e n T  o f f i C e
Services for our citizens: 
• Picture Tribal Identification Cards – Avail-

able same day. May be requested via mail and
electronically.
• Address Changes – Adults only need to be 

notarized if not having mail sent to their home. 
Minors must be notarized annually. We have a 
Tribal Notary in office and many other onsite at 
the Government Complex. 

• Marriage License Applications – Please al-
low one business day to pick up the Licenses.

• Tribal Directories – Available same day. 
We certify for our citizens:

• Michigan Indian Tuition Waivers
• Eagle Parts and Feather Applications
• LTBB Indian Blood Quantum 
Apply to become a:
• Citizen – Application available via mail 

only
• Tribal Notary
• Marriage Commissioner Need something?
• Request a document from your Enroll-

ment file
• Blood quantum adjustment
• Relinquishment requests Have any ques-

tions or need a form sent to you? Call or email:
Lindsey Doerfler – P: 231-242-1522
E-mail: ldoerfler@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov
Marin Taylor – P: 231-242-1521
E-mail: mtaylor@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov
Pauline Boulton – P: 231-242-1520
E-mail: pboulton@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov
Forms are also available on the LTBB Web-

site.
https://ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/enrollment
https://ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/forms

L T B B  v e T e r a n  C a r d s
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Mnozhiyaadaa means “live in good health.” 
September is the month to focus on how to 
live in good health as we age. In Healthy Aging 
month, we discuss healthy habits which will help 
our bodies as we age. Getting older is not always 
an easy process, but if we adopt healthy habits 
along the way, it might not be as bad. Research 
shows making small changes daily can have a sig-
nificant impact on your health for the good. 

“From stiffening of blood vessels to shrink-
ing of bones to a slower metabolism, our bodies 
go through many physiological changes.”

What is Healthy Aging?
Eating healthy and getting enough physical 

activity are the two habits known to keep us feel-
ing good while we age. When we get older, we 
are more likely to develop chronic diseases such 
as high blood pressure, diabetes, arthritis and de-
mentia. The body goes through many changes as 
the years go by. It is important to know what we 
can do to make sure those changes don’t nega-
tively impact our lives. 

From stiffening of blood vessels to shrink-
ing of bones to a slower metabolism, our bodies 
go through many physiological changes. These 
changes can make our quality of life suffer. But, 
adopting healthy habits and behaviors, staying 
involved in your community, scheduling regular 
check-ups with your healthcare provider, man-
aging health conditions, and understanding all 
your medications can contribute to a productive 

and meaningful life.1 
The National Institute on Aging (NIA) has 

great resources to help guide you in the healthy 
aging process. Visit www.nia.nih.gov to learn 
more. Some highlights:

Taking care of your physical health– This 
includes physical activity, making smart food 
choices, getting enough sleep, limiting alcoholic 
beverages, not smoking (or quitting) and going 
to the doctor for regular checkups.  Exercise is a 
cornerstone of healthy aging. Scientific evidence 
suggests people who exercise regularly not only 
live longer, but may also live better. The more ac-
tive you are, the more energy you will have and 
your joints will be less painful.

Taking care of your mental health – Men-
tal health concerns as we get older include social 
isolation and loneliness, depression and overall 
mood, stress and the need for leisure activities 
and hobbies. Stress is a normal part of life. Stress 
can even happen in good times such as the birth 
of a grandchild or a promotion. But research 
shows constant stress can cause changes in the 
brain, affect memory and increase the risk of de-
veloping Alzheimer’s or related dementias. Try 
combatting stress with meditation, physical ac-
tivity or engaging in activities you enjoy. 

Taking care of your cognitive health – 
Cognition is the ability to clearly think, learn 
and remember. As we get older, our cognition 
changes. While some adults develop a form of 
dementia, most older adults experience more 
modest changes in memory and thinking. Your 
daily choices definitely make a difference. Stud-
ies show making small, daily changes can add up 
to significant health benefits. What changes are 
needed?

•  Get at least 150 minutes per week of mod-
erate to vigorous intensity physical activity

•  Do not smoke (or quit!)
•  Do not drink heavily
•  Eat a high-quality, Mediterranean-style 

diet
•  Engage in mentally stimulating activi-

ties such as reading, writing letters and playing 
games

Sources: What Do We Know About Healthy 
Aging? | National Institute on Aging (nih.gov)

The Thirteen Moons 
August is the month of the Minoomin Giizis 

or the Wild Rice Moon. It is during this time the 
wild rice gets harvested. Contact Charla Gordon, 
RD, for information on the 13 Moon Challenge.

If you would like guidance in your wellness 
journey, feel free to contact us. Sarah Cameron - 
RN Diabetes Educator at 231-242-1664, Charla 
Gordon - Registered Dietitian at 231-242-1601, 
or Marlene Gasco - Wellness Advocate at 231-
242-1616. 

Courtesy graphics.

M n o z h i y a a d a a  -  L T B B  C o M M u n i T y  h e a L T h  n e w s L e T T e r 
s e P T e M B e r  2 0 2 2 :  h e a L T h y  a g i n g  M o n T h
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By Dr. Frank Animik-
wam, Medical Director

Aanii Waganakising 
Odawak, your Health Clinic 
Department has some excit-
ing news! We will be having 
students with an interest in 
medicine join us in the clin-
ic for shadowing. Shadowing 
is a nice experience where a 
student at the high school, but 
usually at the undergraduate 
level, spends several days to 
1-2 weeks working with a phy-
sician or mid-level provider. I 
reflect often on my experience 
as a high school student shad-
owing (retired medical direc-
tor) Dr. (Terry) Samuels in our 
tribal clinic 18 years ago. This 
left a lasting impact on me and 
motivated me to pursue med-
icine as a career as I saw the 
need for continued health care 
for our people.

Our first student is Al-
exa Oldman-Shomin, who is 
an Odawa tribal citizen and a 
senior at the Michigan State 
University (MSU) with a ma-
jor in neuroscience. She is the 
granddaughter of Steven Old-
man, Sr. and the late Ogimaans 
Kwe Shirley (Naganashe) Old-
man, the daughter of Eva Old-
man and the sister to three 
siblings. She has an interest in 
going into medicine to be a pe-
diatrician. She started on July 
11 with our pediatrician, Dr. 
(Cynthia) Statler, and is very 
excited as this is her first shad-
owing experience. 

Our second student is 
Emin Soguktas (not pictured), 

who is not a tribal citizen or 
descendant, he is from Tur-
key. He is a rising senior in 
high school in East Lansing, 
MI, who is showing an early 
interest in medicine, health-
care for Native Americans 
and health policy. His moth-
er is a colleague of mine, Dr. 
Suna Soguktas, from when we 
trained together at the Spar-
row/MSU Family Medicine 
Residency Program in Lan-
sing, MI. Emin is on the Unit-
ed Nations Youth Council and 
welcomes Native youth from 
our tribe and others to partic-
ipate if they are interested. He 
started shadowing with me on 
July 12.

Prior to shadowing, the 
students completed a back-
ground check, and they were 
provided HIPAA training to 
protect patient identity and 
health information. They then 
received an orientation of the 
history of our people from a 
medical and social perspec-
tive to provide a context for 
the health disparities faced by 
Native Americans in Michigan 
and what healthcare solutions 
we can use to address these is-
sues.

To build on this work fur-
ther, our tribe’s clinic will be 
looking at becoming a com-
munity clinic site to be able to 
accommodate clinic rotations 
for MSU medical students 
who identify as Native Amer-
ican. These rotations will be 
starting in the Fall of 2022 and 
will have a mentorship tract 

support Native medical stu-
dents through the challenges 
of medical school as many are 
away from their homes and 
families. We are also in the 
idea phase of setting up a clin-
ic rotation for the new McLar-
en Northern Michigan/MSU 
Family Medicine Residency 
Program where their resident 
physicians would start in the 
summer of 2023. 

These opportunities will 
provide new partnerships for 
our tribal clinic with the MSU 
College of Human Medicine 
clinical campus in Traverse 
City, MI, and the McLaren 
Northern Michigan Hospital 
in Petoskey, MI. Our clinic 
team will benefit from having 
students as this will ensure we 
are keeping up to date on cur-
rent medical knowledge and 
primary care practice. More 
importantly, these opportuni-
ties will allow our tribe to have 
an active hand in teaching fu-
ture physicians. This speaks 
to our sovereignty where we 
determine what is best for 
our students who are Native 
American.

Gchimiigwetchiwinim 
kina gwaya, our patients are 
our biggest teachers. This is an 
exciting opportunity for us all!

For any questions, please 
contact the medical director at 
fanimikwam@ltbbodawa-nsn.
gov 

Photo of the LTBB Health 
Clinic by Sean Miller and 
courtesy photo of Alexa Old-
man-Shomin.

T e a C h i n g  f u T u r e  g e n e r a T i o n s  o f  M e d i C a L  P r o f e s s i o n a L s

Submitted by Emily Ferroni, Patient Navi-
gator for Cancer Screening 

This fall, LTBB Community Health and the 
University of Michigan Rogel Cancer Center are 
teaming up again to bring another Men’s Health 
Event to the male LTBB community. A date and 
time in October are still being established for 
this event, but keep your eyes peeled for it! 

We will be posting on social media such as 
the LTBB Community Health and main page on 
Facebook as well as hanging up flyers around 
LTBB properties. Invitations will be mailed out 
soon, phone calls to reach participants, and we 
will also be using CareMessage, our text mes-
saging system to invite and confirm attendance. 
This event will focus on traditional healing prac-
tices, tobacco cessation, lung cancer awareness 
and discuss commercial versus traditional to-
bacco use. 

All men of the LTBB community are wel-
come to attend this event to come together to 
support each other in taking care of our health, 
wellness and cultural practices. 

If you are interested in this event, please feel 
free to contact Emily, our Patient Navigator for 
Cancer Screening, for more information. You 
can reach her by calling her office phone at 231-
242-1772 or by texting or calling her work cell 

phone at 231-268-1307. 
Similar to the last event, there will be goody 

bags, t-shirts,and prizes! At the last Men’s Health 
Event, we gave away a kayak, fishing poles, 
camping gear and gift cards — this event can be 
expected to have just as great of prizes but with a 
winter and fall focus. 

Be on the lookout for more information and 
an invitation to the event. If you don’t receive one 
and would like to come, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Emily at either of the phone numbers 
above! All LTBB men are welcome.

LTBB Community Health and U of M Rogel 
really look forward to gathering with the men of 
the LTBB community again to help to bring ed-
ucation and our culture into modern medicine. 

We hope to see all who attended the last 
event, plus more men of the community! 

Courtesy graphic. 

M e n ’ s  h e a L T h  e v e n T  f a L L  2 0 2 2
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Michigan Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer signed 
Executive Order No. 2022-7, 
which recreates the Michigan 
Committee on Juvenile Justice 
in the Department of Health 
and Human Services.  

Executive Order No. 
2022-7 abolishes the current 
Michigan Committee on Ju-
venile Justice created by Ex-
ecutive Order No. 2017-12 
and recreates the committee 
in alignment with the require-
ments of the Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention 
Act. Under the executive or-
der, the committee is tasked 
with the development and re-
view of the state’s juvenile jus-
tice plan. Following the release 
of recommendations from 
the governor’s Juvenile Justice 
Reform Task Force, the new 
Michigan Committee on Juve-
nile Justice will include a tribal 
representative and increases 
representation of communi-
ty-based services and supports 
for young people.  

The governor appointed 
the following members to the 
committee:   

Maricela G. Alcala, of Ka-
lamazoo, MI, is the CEO of 
Gryphon Place, a southwest 
Michigan crisis intervention 
and community resource or-
ganization. 

Kaj W. Althaus, of Saline, 
MI, is a project coordinator for 
Live6 Detroit. 

Angela Aufdemberge, of 
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI, is 
the president and CEO of Vis-
ta Maria, a non-profit child 
welfare agency which provides 
specialized residential treat-
ment and community-based 
programming to children and 
families. 

Nancy Becker Bennett, of 
Okemos, MI, is the director of 
the grants and community ser-
vices division for the Michigan 
State Police. 

Rayonte Bell, of Benton 
Harbor, MI, is a county com-
missioner for Berrien County 
and the deputy director of Ber-
rien Forward. 

Laura Benjamins, M.D., 
of Grosse Pointe Farms, MI, is 
a professor for the Wayne State 
University Department of Pe-
diatrics. 

Jose M. Burgos, of Ecorse, 
MI, is a reentry specialist for 
the State Appellate Defenders 

Office. 
John J. Casteel, of Plym-

outh, MI, is a founding mem-
ber of the Western Wayne 
County Care Management Or-
ganization Juvenile Advisory 
Council. 

Cecilia J. Chesney, of Tra-
verse City, MI, is the CEO of 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Northwestern Michigan.

Cameron Clark, of Honor, 
MI, is the court administrator 
and director of youth services 
for the 19th Circuit Court of 
Manistee County, MI. 

Natalya A. Henderson, of 
Detroit, MI, is a constituent 
affairs representative for Con-
gresswoman Brenda Lawrence 
and an operation liaison for 
the Detroit Landbank Author-
ity. 

Bob Higgins, of Portage, 
MI, is a former educator and 
safe schools consultant for the 
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation. 

Claudnyse D. Holloman, 
of Waterford, MI, is the pres-
ident and CEO of Voices for 
Children Advocacy Center in 
Flint, MI. 

Sandra M. Lindsey, of 
Lathrup Village, MI, is the 
executive director of the Sag-
inaw County Mental Health 
Authority. 

Allie Greenleaf Maldo-
nado, of Petoskey, MI, is the 
chief judge of the Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians where she presides over 
juvenile justice cases, drug 
court and juvenile drug court. 
Judge Greenleaf Maldonado is 
appointed to represent indi-
viduals with expertise in tribal 
law enforcement and juvenile 
justice in tribal communities. 
She will serve for a term com-
mencing August 2, 2022 and 
expiring August 2, 2026. 

Manda Mitteer-Maki, of 
Fruitport, MI, is the deputy 

chief public defender for the 
Muskegon County Public De-
fender’s Office. 

Marcela L. Moralez-Mor-
ris, of Caledonia, MI, is the 
juvenile services manager for 
the 17th Circuit Court Family 
Division of Kent County, MI. 

Brian Philson, of Onon-
daga, MI, is the president and 
CEO of Highfields, Inc. 

Sarah Prout Rennie, of 
Berkley, MI, is the executive 
director of the Michigan Co-
alition to End Domestic and 
Sexual Violence. 

MaryAnn Sarosi, of Ann 
Arbor, MI, is the principal of 
Sarosi Group and a volunteer 
with the Washtenaw Equity 
Partnership. 

Ali Sayed, of Dearborn 
Heights, MI, is the CEO of 
HYPE Athletics, an organi-
zation which supports youth 
through athletics, tutoring and 
social awareness. 

Namita Sharma, of Ka-
lamazoo, MI, is a family court 
judge with the 8th District 
Court of Kalamazoo County, 
MI. 

Richard L. Smart, III, of 
Southfield, MI, is recently re-
tired after serving as the dep-
uty court administrator for the 
3rd Circuit Court Juvenile Di-
vision. He is a current member 
of the Brilliant Detroit Board 
of Directors and Executive 
Committee and is a mentor for 
the Southfield Kappa League 
where he mentors high school 
students. 

Jason A. Smith, of Ann 
Arbor, MI, is the executive di-
rector of the Michigan Center 
for Youth Justice. 

Deandrea White, of De-
troit, MI, is a project analyst 
for the City of Detroit Mayor’s 
Office. 

Cole Williams, of Grand 
Rapids, MI, is a parenting con-
sultant for the family courts 
of Kent and Ottawa Counties, 
MI, and the founder of The 
Delta Project. 

Jamie J. Wisniewski, of 
Adrian, MI, is the chief assis-
tant prosecutor for Hillsdale 
County where she handles all 
the juvenile and abuse and ne-
glect dockets. 

These appointments are 
not subject to the advice and 
consent of the Michigan Sen-
ate. 

Courtesy photo. 

M i C h i g a n  C o M M i T T e e  o n  J u v e n i L e  J u s T i C e  r e o r g a n i z e d , 
L T B B ’ s  C h i e f  J u d g e  a L L i e  g r e e n L e a f  M a L d o n a d o  a P P o i n T e d
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Answer Key 
on Page 25.
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By Maryann Endanawas, 
Project Instructor/Fluent 
Speaker

Ngoding digwaagik maa-
ba kwesenhs ezhinikaazat Zeb-
et, ginwaabman g’gashiwan 
aabibidoonit gete biiskawaa-
gan. “Geyaabigwa nishin wi 
biskawaagan” nendam ge-
wenh Zebet. Pane gii’o dami-
na daminawagnan,g’maapiich 
giinoondwaan g’gushwan 
aankwanotwad midwechigan-
ing negmanjin. Gewii Zebet 
negaach giingama, giikend-
anan ngamwin giinoondnan 
niibnanching. 

One day in the fall, this 
little girl named Elizabeth 
watched her mother take apart 
an old jacket. “That is still a 
nice jacket,” she thought. She 
went off to play with her dolls 
and she could hear her mother 
singing along with the radio 
songs. Elizabeth quietly sang 
along; she was familiar with 
these songs.

“Mbe ngazhiitaasdoon 
naakwek waamiijyiing,” kida 
ngushi shaweyiing giikwetoon 
enokiit. Miigo wiiba giibii-
jmaandimaa ebiindaapkin-
gaadek pkwezhigan minwaa 
wiiyaas aaboo. Miigego gaazhi 
bakade’aanh miidash ngushi 
giindamit wiibi zhaa’aanh 
dopwining, nigiimiijin pkwe-
zhigan minwaa baashkimin-
sigan. Aasenaa minapogod! 
Noos pane giibidigoshin naak-
wek wii’wiidoopmigoyaang. 
Pane ngiinoondwanaa miig-
wechwiyaad ngushinaa ezhi 
ntaa jiibaakwed ensa giizhgag.

“Well, I should get lunch 
ready,” she said and she put her 
project aside. In minutes, the 
kitchen filled with the aroma 
of baked scone and beef stew. 
I began to feel hungry and she 
called me to the table to eat 
baked scone with homemade 
jam. It was so delicious. Dad 
would arrive at the right time, 
so he could have lunch with 
us. He always praised mom for 
her delicious foods she pre-
pared daily. 

Pii eshkwa naakwe wiisni-
wad ngiinaadmowaa ndawe-
ma giziibiignaagnet, miidash 
ngushinaa neyaap giinokiitang 
ezhichigepa. Eshkwaa aababi-
tood kina eshkigwaadeg, mii-
sa giimichi gziibiignang gawii 
giinakaasiin giziibiignige 
mkak. Gojiing giigoodoonan 
miidash shkwaa nakwek giibi-

indigadod.
When everyone was fin-

ished with lunch, I helped sis-
ter with the dishes and Mom 
went back her project. When 
she was finished ripping all the 
seams, she washed it by hand 
and not in the washing ma-
chine. She hung it to dry and 
by late afternoon, she brought 
it back in. 

Miidash giitoot gdagi-
igaanh’in kikoong biinji 
tisige’aaboo zhaapkizganing 
minwaa gii’aabji ndaajiiyaan. 
Ngodibagiiswan megwaach 
giinjitaa miidash minwaa go-
jiing giigodoot wiibaategin. 
Ngushi kidaa, “baamaapii 
waabang nga’shkigwaadanan. 
Gaawiin ngiinsastaziin gaanji 
aaptoobdoot biiskawaagan mi-
idash minwaa giigiziibiignang, 
giitisang, giigodoot minwaa 
wiishkigwaadang neyaap.

Then, she put this ma-
terial in a pot of dye on the 
stove and kept stirring it. It 
took her about an hour doing 
this, then she hung these out 
to dry again. She said, “She 
would sew it together tomor-
row.” I didn’t understand why 
she took it apart and washed 
it, then dyed it and now, she is 
sewing it back together again.

Aazho waabang zhaazhi 
ngushi giizhismaan shkig-
waaso’in minwaa giidiba’aan 
gidaagiigan. Giiminwaande 
gdagiigan miskowaande min-
waa aki’aande. Giidiba’aanan 
ekwaak ndinmaangan biinish 
nkidgoong, ekwaamgak nik 
minwaa giitaayiing nmasdang. 
Miidash gii’giishkwadang 
gdagiigan. Gimaapiich bi-
iskawaagning giizhinaagwad, 
ooshime giigaachin. Giishkig-
waadan minwaa biitooweyiing 
oozaawa zhonyaa’aande 
gidagiigan giitoon. Ngushi 
giishkigwaadan jipzowin, 
zaagjeyiing naasaap enandek 

biiskawaagan. Miidash giik-
we bigidaangzhed gojiing 
deskaaning giinaamdabi, nii-
biishaaboo minkwen jibwaa 
naakshi jiibaakwed.

The next day, mom had 
her sewing machine out and 
was measuring material. It 
was a pretty color of reddish 
brown. She measured me from 
shoulder to knees, length of 
arm and measured my waist. 
Then, she started to cut the 
material. It looked like a coat, 
but this one was smaller. Then, 
she sewed it together and also 
sewed gold colored lining in-
side. Mom made a belt and 
with the same material. Then, 
she took a break and went out 
on the deck and relaxed with a 
tea before she cooked supper.

Eshkwaa wiisniyaang 
ngiidamigoo wiikweska-
maa biiskawaagan. Aapiji 
ngiimaamiikwendam maanda 
giizhitamaago’aanh waadep-
shkamaa. Ngiibaabiimskotaa 
niibnanching, ngii’aaptoojii-
naa ngushi. Ngiiwiindamowaa 
aapji nzaagtoon shkibiiskawaa-
gan. Ngiipatoo desganing wii-
waamdawok noos. Giikendan 
gchinendamaa shkibiiskawaa-
gan.  “Aasenaa ginaajiwan,” 
kida noos, “g’gushi da’aanan 
maawndaachige ninjiin.  

After dinner, she called 
me in to try the coat on. I 
was so excited that this coat 
was made to fit me. I twirled 
round and round and hugged 
my mom. I told her, I love my 
new coat. I ran to the porch to 
show my father. He knew I was 
excited about my new jacket. 
“So beautiful,” he said “your 
mom has magic hands.”

Aazho waabang ngiig-
chinendam biiskamaa shki-
biiskawaagan zhaa’aanh 
kinomaagegamgong. Kwesen-
hsak ngiikwejimigook aapiish 
gaanji giishpnadooyin gwaata-
ani’ii biiskawaagan. Ngiiwiin-
damowak dash giizhichigaade 
maanda wiidepshkamaa, 
ngushi da’aanan maawn-
daachige ninjiin.

Miisawi.
The next day, I proudly 

wore my new jacket to school. 
The girls came over and asked 
where I bought such a beau-
tiful jacket. I told them it was 
made to fit me and my mother 
has magic hands.

That is all.
Courtesy graphic.
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By Jessica A. Rickert, DDS, Anishinaabe 
Dental Outreach

Let’s make this September a Back to School 
with Healthy Smiles Event. 

Aren’t you happy, just imaging those big 
grins on our kids’ faces?

Excellent dental health is of paramount 
importance to enhance our students’ success in 
school. A healthy mouth is necessary for prop-
er speech development. Good speech function 
helps in all aspects of learning; asking children to 
read aloud is a tool that teachers often use; being 
able to answer questions orally with great ease 
helps a child learn; and socialization for students 
and their friends depends on speaking under-
standably.

Socialization also requires confident facial 
expressions. We learned this lesson the hard way 
when masks covered the lower half of our fac-
es. For many children, reading the emotional 
and social situation was so difficult during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Young children are very 
good at recognizing facial expressions at an ear-
ly age. The emotions of  others  are recognized 
almost as well by six-year-olds as they were by 
16-year-olds. Our facial expressions non-verbal-
ly communicate a wide range of emotions: Hap-
piness, agreement, fear, sadness, understanding 
and confusion. For our teenagers, confident 
facial expression is paramount as they interact 
with their peers.

Well-nourished children learn better. Kids 
need excellent nutrients for energy, brain func-
tion, to fight illness and to grow. Digestion be-
gins in the mouth with healthy, strong teeth and 
gums. Chewing breaks down foods: Fruits, veg-
etables, proteins and wholesome foods require 
excellent dental health. Our saliva has digestive 
enzymes which start the release of nutrients for 
our bodies to use. If dental disease is present, this 
will change a child’s eating habits, avoiding cer-
tain foods and even being unable to eat.

Specifically, in order to function proper-
ly, the brain needs a constant supply of healthy 
fats, proteins, carbohydrates, water, vitamins and 
minerals. Not getting enough nutrients can cause 

a lack of energy and focus.
Parents and schools play a key role in help-

ing students establish healthy eating behaviors 
by providing dietary education.  The Anishi-
naabe Dental Outreach recommends the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, 2020-2025, developed 
by the USA federal government’s Center for Dis-
ease Control. The examples on this website are 
hearty foods which require healthy, strong teeth 
and gums. Raw fruits and vegetables deliver the 
most nutrients. Remember: We are our children’s 
role models. They want to eat what we eat.

Learning requires a clear mind without dis-
tractions. A terrible toothache is virtually im-
possible to ignore. Any pain makes mental con-
centration so hard, almost impossible. Pain also 
affects sleep and a well-rested child will perform 
better in school. Why not do what you can, as a 
parent, to ensure your child will not suffer with a 
terrible toothache?

Among school-age children, tooth decay is 
the most common chronic disease, five times 
more prevalent than asthma. Dental disease is 
the main cause for health-related school absenc-
es. Unfortunately, American Indian youth have 
more severe and more frequent dental disease. 
Children between five and 17 years miss near-
ly two million school days in a single year na-
tionwide due to dental health-related problems. 
School absences often lead to a less learning and 
even a lower grade point average. This, in turn, 
can have a significant impact on students’ life-
long opportunity.

Yes, there is a strong and significant connection 
between excellent oral health and excellent perfor-
mance in school for our students. As parents, why 
not control what we can to ensure success for our 
children as they return to school? 

Photos courtesy of Delta Dental of Michigan.
https://parentingscience.com/facial-expres-

sions-for-kids/
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/nutri-

tion/school_nutrition_education.html
https://mindsofwonder.com/2018/02/23/

nutrition-affects-childrens-learning/#:~:tex-
t=A%20wide%20range%20of%20studies%20
show%20how%20nutrition,affect%20the%20
cognitive%20ability%20of%20school%20
age%20children

https://www.myplate.gov/
How Food Habits Will Impact Our Health 

- Bing video
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/npao/

oralhealth.html
https://dentistry.usc.edu/poor-oral-health-

can-mean-missed-school-lower-grades/
https://news.usc.edu/39395/poor-oral-

health-can-mean-missed-school-lower-grades/

s e P T e M B e r  i s  B a C k  T o  s C h o o L  M o n T h
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The National Native Schol-
arships Providers (NNSP) has 
released its first-ever National 
Study on College Affordability 
for indigenous students. The 
research and report, which 
were funded by a grant from 
Lumina Foundation, are the 
result of a collaboration of 
collection, data-sharing, anal-
ysis and reporting between 
the nation’s four Native schol-
arship providers: The Amer-
ican Indian College Fund, 
the Cobell Scholarship, the 
American Indian Science and 
Engineering Society and Na-
tive Forward Scholars Fund 
(formerly American Indian 
Graduate Center). Researchers 
have found the primary obsta-
cle to college completion is af-
fordability, causing overall col-
lege student attrition. Yet until 
NNSP’s research, the national 
data on the effect of college af-
fordability on indigenous stu-
dents’ college completion had 

not been fully explored.
Only 36.2% of indigenous 

students entering four-year 
colleges and universities in 
2014 completed their academ-
ic degrees in six years as com-
pared to 60.1% of all other stu-
dents. The NNSP’s goal in the 
research was to understand 
the integrated college-going 
experiences of Native scholars, 
their families, communities, 
tribes and how they viewed the 
promise of a post-secondary 
education and how these fac-
tors played a role in their navi-
gating college affordability. 

Principal research staff 
from the NNSP organizations 
served as co-principal inves-
tigators for the project with 
the support from indigenous 
research faculty nationwide. 
Because of limited research 
available on the topic of col-
lege affordability for indige-
nous students, the team used 
a mixed-method approach to 
provide a deeper understand-
ing of student insights and 
experiences, including quan-
titative data (gained through 
surveys of former and current 
NNSP scholarship recipients) 
and qualitative data (gained 

through survey participants’ 
participation in individual in-
terviews or sharing circles). 
The researchers applied for 
and received approval for the 
research with an Internal Re-
view Board (IRB) application 
through the Northwest Indian 
College (NWIC) Institutional 
Review Board (IRB), the IRB of 
Record for the American Indian 
Higher Education Consortium 
(AIHEC).

The report is divided into 
subject-matter sections which 
include demographic and 
background data, tribal affil-
iations, navigating personal 
finances to pay for education, 
financial aid and FAFSA com-
pletion and debt accrual. Re-
searchers also conducted an 
analysis of variables on afford-
ability, such as food security, 
caretaking responsibilities, 
cultural experience, availabili-
ty of off-campus housing, be-
ing the sole source of a family’s 
income, and more. 

In addition to this 
ground-breaking research, 
the NNSP provided valuable 
practice and policy recom-
mendations for higher edu-
cation institutions, financial 
aid offices, secondary and 
pre-college education institu-
tions, land grant colleges and 
universities, Native-American 
serving non-tribal colleges 
and universities and national 
Non-Native scholarship pro-
viders. This research is the first 
step in the NNSP’s work to 
provide data to challenge the 
U.S. higher education system’s 
erasure of indigenous people 
through its lack of collection 
of and attention to data inclu-
sion at the campus and nation-
al levels. The NNSP identified 
the next steps for research on 
college affordability for Native 
students, including the impact 
of COVID-19, student loans, 
the impact of external schol-
arship on collegiate outcomes 
and more.

Cheryl Crazy Bull, Presi-
dent and CEO of the American 
Indian College Fund, said, “We 
want the American public and 
policymakers to understand the 
unique barriers faced by Native 
students as they pursue their edu-
cation dreams. These barriers can 
be removed through continued 
investment via scholarships, tui-
tion support, and supportive part-
nerships. This study provides a 
foundation from which to explore 
those investments.”

Sarah EchoHawk, Chief 

Executive Officer of the Amer-
ican Indian Science and Engi-
neering Society (AISES), said, 
“The incredible data produced 
by this national study will shed 
a more direct light on our In-
digenous students and the fi-
nancial barriers that they face 
along their educational jour-
neys.  This information not 
only allows AISES to better 
support our students’ finan-
cial needs, but it also provides 
deeper context to our overall 
mission goals as an organiza-
tion. The collaborative efforts 
with the other National Native 
Scholarship Providers are tru-
ly remarkable in terms of the 
impact this work will have on 

our Indigenous students in In-
dian Country.” 

Melvin  E. Monette, CEO 
of the Cobell Scholarship Pro-
gram administered by Indig-
enous Education, Inc., said, 
“Data on college affordability 
for Native students now has 
new national visibility due to 
our scholarship organizations’ 
powerful data and research 
collaboration. This ongoing 
Indigenous-centric research 
endeavor not only enables the 
Cobell Scholarship program 
to better understand and meet 
our scholars’ financial needs, it 
aligns with Elouise Cobell’s vi-
sion of making higher educa-
tion more accessible to Native 
students throughout the U.S.”

Angelique Albert, CEO 
of Native Forward Schol-
ars Fund, said, “This national 
study brings Native students’ 
voices to the forefront so we 
can begin to build the foun-
dation for awareness, inclu-
sion and better understanding 
of the complexities of Native 
students’ journey through col-
lege. Collaborating with other 
non-profits to form National 
Native Scholarship Providers 
is an important step in this 
process to explore college af-
fordability, access to higher 
education, and the challenges 
Native students face, on and 
off campus.” 

To download or read 
a copy of the report online, 
please visit https://college-
fund.org/NNSP_Affordability

Courtesy graphics. 
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A premiere training pro-
gram for local officials work-
ing in the areas of planning, 
zoning, community and eco-
nomic development will be 
held in Marquette Township, 
MI, this fall. Early registration 
is required.

Michigan State Univer-
sity Extension is offering its 
premiere Citizen Planner Pro-
gram October 3 – November 7, 
2022. The program runs week-
ly, six evenings from 6 p.m. – 9 
p.m. (Eastern Standard Time). 
Classes take place at the Mar-
quette Township Hall.

Of participants in 2021 
Citizen Planner programs, 
100% reported increased 
knowledge of their board’s re-
sponsibilities and limitations 
making land use decisions as 
a government body, compared 
to before the program. “As a 
result of the training that I 
received during the Citizen 
Planner Program, I feel that I 
have a better understanding 
of my responsibilities when 
making decisions to approve, 
require conditions or deny 
site plan applications” said one 
student about the course.  

Online registration is 
available at https://events.anr.
msu.edu/CPMarquette22. 
Payment can be made by 
credit card, check or invoiced 
for payment. The registration 
deadline is September 16, 
2022.

The course has recently 
been completely updated and 
is being offered at a discounted 
price of $250 per participant, 
which covers registration, 
course materials and refresh-
ments. Participants who com-
plete all six sessions will receive 
a certificate of completion and 
may continue on to become a 
Master Citizen Planner.  

Scholarships for attending 
Citizen Planner may be avail-
able from a government’s lia-
bility insurance provider such 
as the Michigan Municipal 

Risk Management Authority, 
Michigan Township Partici-
pating Plan and others. The 
scholarships are offered be-
cause this training is viewed as 
an important strategy to avoid 
liability risk and associated 
costs to local taxpayers. The 
training includes proper pro-
cedure for planning and zon-
ing and knowledge to avoid 
compromising people’s due 
process and private property 
rights as well as much more.

Instructors for the train-
ing program include MSU 
Extension educators who spe-
cialize in land use planning, 
law and zoning. The course 
is taught by multiple experi-
enced instructors, so partic-
ipants receive different per-
spectives. The six-class series 
includes:

•  Understanding the 
Planning and Zoning Context: 
Learn the legal sources and 
limitations of planning and 
zoning authority and explore 
your understanding of ethical 
decision-making.

•  Planning for the Future 
of Your Community: Recog-
nize the function and impor-
tance of a master plan, know 
the process for developing one 
and its relationship to zoning.

•  Implementing the Plan 
with Zoning: Discover the 
importance of zoning, learn 

how zoning is administered 
and gain confidence in your 
zoning reviews, including site 
plans. 

•  Making Zoning Deci-
sions: Learn how to adopt and 
amend a zoning ordinance, 
understand the role of the 
zoning board of appeals and 
obtain skills in basic property 
development methods.

•  Using Innovative Plan-
ning and Zoning: Strategize 
with placemaking and de-
sign-based solutions for local 
and regional success in the 
Digital Economy.

•  Successfully Fulfilling 
Your Role: Strengthen your 
ethical decision-making skills, 
apply standards to your deci-
sion-making and know when 
to ask for help.

For individuals who can’t 
fit a six-week course into their 
schedule or who prefer on-
line learning, Citizen Planner 
Online is a completely online, 
self-paced version of the Citi-
zen Planner Program. It takes 
approximately 15 hours to 
complete and can be accessed 
24/7, so individuals can do as 
much or as little at one time as 
fits their schedule. Learn more 
about Citizen Planner Online 
and the Citizen Planner Pro-
gram at http://citizenplanner.
msu.edu. 

Courtesy graphic. 
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On August 12, 2022, the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives voted to pass H.R. 5376, 
the Inflation Reduction Act 
of 2022, a $740 billion bud-
get reconciliation bill. The bill 
passed by a vote of 220 to 207 
with four abstention votes. 
H.R. 5376 will now head to 
the President’s desk for a sig-
nature.

H.R. 5376 includes in-
vestments in climate change, 
energy programs and agricul-
ture as well as specific funding 
for Indian country, totaling 
approximately $468 million. 
Tribal Specific Funding

•  $220 million for Tribal 
Climate Resilience and Adap-
tation at the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA);

•  $145.5 million for Trib-
al Electrification Program;

•  $75 million for the Trib-
al Energy Loan Guarantee 
Program;

•  $12.5 million for Emer-
gency Drought Relief for 
Tribes; and

•  $10 million for BIA fish 
hatchery operations and main-
tenance programs and $5 mil-
lion for administration of the 
programs.

Tribal nations are eligible 
for funding in several pro-

visions of the bill, including 
the State and Private Forestry 
Conservation Programs, the 
Coastal Communities and 
Climate Resilience programs, 
grants and rebates for Clean 
Heavy-Duty Vehicles, Green-
house Gas Air Pollution grants 
and several other programs.

Courtesy graphic. 
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Submitted by Theresa Chingwa, Cultural 
Services Specialist

Indigenous clothing evolved from animal 
hide to materials of wool, cotton and ribbon as 
trading expanded. A skirt is worn to remind us 
of the sacredness of the woman as a life bearer 
and our strength and connection to Shkaga-
mik-Kwe (Mother Earth).  Based on where you 
are from, there are different teachings and cus-
toms related to indigenous ribbon skirts. Ribbon 
skirts come in many colors and designs which 
reflect personal style, cultural identity, family 
and community. The ribbon skirts tell a story of 
endurance, strength, spirituality, adaptation and 
survival, and they honor our ancestors, the past, 
present and future.

Three ribbon skirt workshops were held 

August 3, 6 and 7, 2022 at the LTBB Govern-
mental Center in Harbor Springs, MI, to provide 
materials with colors to honor MMIW, Missing 
Murdered Indigenous Women, Boarding School 
survivors and Domestic Violence survivors. Par-
ticipants were instructed on one of many ways 
to make a ribbon skirt.  There will be a healing 
song on September 10, 2022 during the Annual 
Traditional Jiingtamok, Osborne Road, Harbor 
Springs, MI, for those who would like to partic-
ipate.

Chi Miigwech Sunnese Granados, Maaninh 
Fonseca and Melissa Pamp for helping with the 
workshops.

The event was in partnership with LTBB 
Cultural Services, LTBB Survivor Outreach Ser-
vices and LTBB Family Preservation Program. 

Courtesy photos. 
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Gentex, a manufacturer 
of high-tech electronics for the 
auto, aerospace and fire safe-
ty industries, is investing $300 
million to expand in Zeeland, 
MI, with support from the 
Michigan Strategic Fund, creat-
ing 500 jobs.  

Gentex Corporation, 
headquartered in Zeeland, MI, 
is a high-tech supplier for the 
global automotive, aerospace 
and commercial fire protec-
tion industries. Gentex ships its 
products to automakers world-
wide and currently employees 
more than 5,000 Michigan res-
idents.  

Gentex plans to construct 
a new high-tech manufacturing 
facility and distribution center 
in Zeeland Charter Township, 
MI, and also expand its exist-

ing manufacturing facility in 
the City of Zeeland, MI. The 
project will provide the compa-
ny with increased capacity for 
glass processing, the manufac-
ture of auto-dimming interior 
and exterior mirrors, displays 
and electronics for automotive 
and aerospace applications and 
the development of new tech-
nologies for the fire protection 
industry. Michigan was chosen 
for the project over competing 
sites in Alabama, Ohio, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Vir-
ginia.  

The Michigan Strategic 
Fund approved the following in 
support of the project:  

•  A $5.5 million Michigan 
Business Development Pro-
gram performance-based grant  

•  A $1.89 million Jobs 
Ready Michigan grant  

•  A 15-year, 100% State 
Essential Services Assessment 
exemption valued at $3.8 mil-

lion.   
Gentex also offers a variety 

of training opportunities and 
partners with Michigan Works! 
and Lakeshore Advantage to 
reach local talent. The project 
will also bring immediate job 
growth with a large and grow-
ing auto supplier and further 
cements the company’s manu-
facturing presence and future 
growth in Michigan.  

Both Zeeland Charter 
Township, MI, and the City of 
Zeeland, MI, anticipate approv-
al of property tax abatements 
in support of the project, and 
Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation also au-
thorized a State Education Tax 
abatement to be used in con-
junction with the local abate-
ment. Individuals interested 
in careers with Gentex should 
visit https://www.gentex.com/
careers/search-jobs/

Courtesy graphic.  

au T o  eL e C T r o n i C s  Ma n u f a C T u r e r  ge n T e x  ex P a n d s  i n  ze e L a n d ,  M i C h i g a n

The Michigan Public Ser-
vice Commission requested 
additional information con-
cerning the safety risks posed 
by the Enbridge Line 5 pipe-
line segment in the Straits of 
Mackinac, and its proposed 
tunnel replacement. The ex-
isting dual pipelines have 
been operating illegally in the 
Straits for more than a year, 
and Enbridge seeks to build a 
replacement for this segment 
and encase it in a tunnel be-
neath the lakebed.

The commission’s order 
comes after frontline tribal 
nations stressed continuing 
to operate Line 5 jeopardizes 
the health, safety and liveli-
hoods of indigenous commu-
nities native to the Great Lakes 
Basin. Pipeline safety expert 
Richard Kuprewicz also un-
derscored to the commission 
the increased likelihood of an 
explosion in the Straits when 
transporting crude oil through 
a tunnel, which would have 
catastrophic impacts to water 
supply, wildlife and air quality.

The Bay Mills Indian 

Community intervened in 
the Public Service Commis-
sion’s review process due to 
the threats the tunnel poses to 
the tribe’s food and water sup-
ply, medicinal plant species, 
economic livelihood and trea-
ty rights. The tribe has lived 
along the Straits of Mackinac 
since time immemorial and 
retains treaty-protected access 
for hunting, fishing and cul-
tural traditions.

“Any decision that may 
jeopardize the very livelihoods 
of Tribal Nations deserves 
serious and careful consider-
ation,” said  Bay Mills Indian 
Community President Whit-
ney Gravelle. “We are grateful 
the commission is examining 
the serious safety risks posed 
by Line 5 and its proposed tun-
nel replacement. The Straits 
are the center of creation for 
our people, and the construc-
tion of a tunnel through this 
sacred area endangers our 
livelihoods, our fisheries and 
our culture. Every day that the 
Line 5 dual pipelines continue 
to pump oil and gas through 
the Great Lakes amounts to a 
violation of our treaty-protect-
ed rights and an acceleration 
of climate change. We must 
stop the tunnel project and 
shut down Line 5.”

The Native American 
Rights Fund, in partnership 

with Earthjustice, represents 
the Bay Mills Indian Commu-
nity in the tribal nation’s fight 
to protect the Straits and the 
tribe’s treaty rights throughout 
waters in Michigan.

“It is reassuring to know 
that the commission is doing 
its due diligence in order to ac-
curately consider the impacts, 
risks and damages the existing 
Line 5 oil pipeline and a tun-
nel would cause for the public, 
in particular tribal citizens,” 
said NARF Staff Attorney Da-
vid L. Gover. “I am hopeful 
that the commission will join 
tribal and state governments 
in guarding public safety, the 
local economy and the Great 
Lakes ecosystem from a risky 
and unnecessary project.”

“The Line 5 pipeline and 
the misguided tunnel replace-
ment pose a very real threat 
to the health and safety of the 
Bay Mills Indian Communi-
ty and all who live and work 
in the Great Lakes region,” 
said Earthjustice Senior Attor-
ney Christopher Clark. “We 
look forward to presenting the 
commission with evidence on 
the important issues raised in 
its order. Enbridge’s disastrous 
safety track record proves it 
is too reckless and untrust-
worthy to continue operations 
in the Straits of Mackinac.”

Courtesy photo.
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By Miles Morrisseau

Editor’s note: The following article and 
graphic appeared on Indian Country Today 
(ICT), and they are reprinted here with permis-
sion. 

The legends tell of a universe filled with 
magical beings such as Little People and canni-
balistic spirits, but they’re not from the world of 
Marvel movies or from the pages of a J.K. Rowl-
ing novel.

They’re the stories Rocky Cree storyteller 
William Dumas grew up with in Manitoba, Can-
ada.

Rocky Cree author William Dumas is writ-
ing a six-part children’s series, “Six Seasons of the 
Asiniskaw Īthiniwak,” that he hopes will help save 
the stories and language of his people. The latest 
book, “The Gift of the Little People,” is a compan-
ion volume published by HighWater Press.

By sharing them in a series of books, “Six 
Seasons of the Asiniskaw Īthiniwak,” he hopes to 
save the stories and the language of his people by 
getting readers involved at all ages.

“I find that that young people are starting to 
see the reality, and that 40-year-olds are starting 
to see the reality, of what loss of language means,” 
Dumas told  ICT. “It’s a learning experience for 
children to read … about how the Rocky Cree 
lived 350 years ago and to be able to still access 
these old stories.”

Dumas’ book, “The Gift of the Little People,” 
published by HighWater Press and available on-
line at https://www.portageandmainpress.com/
Books/T/The-Gift-of-the-Little-People, is a com-
panion volume to the “Six Season” series, which is 
funded through grants from Canada’s Social Sci-
ences and Humanities Research Council. Book 
1 in the series is “Pīsim Finds her Miskanow,” 
illustrated by Leonard Paul, a revised version of 

n e w  i n d i g e n o u s  C h i L d r e n ’ s  s e r i e s  B r i n g s  L a n g u a g e  T o  L i f e
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which was published last year. Book 2, set for re-
lease in September, is “Amō’s Sapotawan.”

The companion book was published before 
the series was completed because the team felt it 
was the right time.

“We believe there is a particular need for 
this story in the world today, and we wanted to 
share it as soon as possible,” said Warren Cariou, 
a professor in the Department of English, The-
atre, Film and Media at the University of Man-
itoba, who is part of a group of academics and 
traditional storytellers and knowledge keepers 
who have drawn support from the university for 
the Six Seasons project and more. 

“There are references to the Little People in 
some of the main Six Seasons books, including 
“Amō’s Sapotawan,”  said Cariou, who is Métis 
from Meadow Lake, Saskatchewan. “‘The Gift of 
the Little People” is a little different from those 
books because it is a traditional Rocky Cree sto-
ry, whereas stories in the series are ... created by 
William Dumas, in consultation with knowledge 
keepers and other members of our team.” 

The latest two books are beautifully illus-
trated by Rhian Brynjolson to capture both the 
detailed reality of the pre-contact Rocky Cree 
world as well as the fantastical worlds told in the 
stories.

Saving the Language
The books in the “Six Seasons of the Asi-

niskaw Īthiniwak” will tell a story based during 
each of the six seasons in the northern territory, 
which include Freeze-up and Break-up as well as 
the traditional four seasons, spring, summer, fall 
and winter.

Dumas is passionate about storytelling and 
language, and he wants to get readers of all ages 
listening, reading and speaking the stories and 
the ancient words.

The “Little People” companion story is set 
at the time of the break-up and takes readers on 
a journey to a camp of non-indigenous visitors 
after the ice has gone and the rivers and streams 

are once again open for canoe travel. During 
the visit, they are infected by an unknown virus 
which sends the elder KaKakiw on a journey into 
the spirit world.

The story about surviving an unknown 
contagious disease was chosen long before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but the events of the past 
two years have made the story that much more 
relevant.

“It wasn’t planned,” Dumas said. “It just hap-
pened ... That message is always about hope. You 
know, keep the hope alive.”

The legends of the Rocky Cree are steeped 
in characters like the little people which popu-
late fantasy novels and films, with some spilling 
over into the horror genre. An upcoming story 
in the Six Seasons series will feature a terrifying 
cannibal spirit.

“One of the ones we’re gonna be working 
on is the Wetigo. A really, really interesting story 
about how lateral violence can be curbed,” Du-
mas said, “because some old people believe we’re 
at that state where Wetigo is alive again. The We-
tigo is alive, and it’s basically lateral violence.”

Dumas is trying to do everything he can to 
save his people’s language, much like the elder in 
his “Little People” story who tries to save his peo-
ple by going on a journey.

“The whole idea came from the fact that our 
languages are eroding,” Dumas said. “And we 
believe the stories are in the language. So, while 
there’s less and less fluent speakers, I will record 
the stories because once the language speakers 
are gone, the line to the stories will be gone, too. 
So, now is the time to be gathering the stories.”

Finding Hope
Cariou said the project reflects the national 

conversations about reconciliation circulating 
through Canada and the United States.

“The role of education and the stories are a 
major part of Rocky Cree education. And that’s 
so amazing to see that coming forward as a way 
of reclamation, as William was saying, and trying 
to undo some of those harms that the residential 
schools have created over the generations.”

Dumas was among those who attended Ca-
nadian residential school.

“I served those 11 and a half years in resi-
dential school. So, I’ve done my time. And work 
is part of healing for me. It’s a healing journey. 
Nothing is ever lost. My mother used to tell me 
nothing is lost. You just have to find it. Search for 
it and you will find it. That’s where I’m at.”

More Information
“The Gift of the Little People” and “Pisim 

finds her Miskanow” are published by High-
Water Press and are available at  www.highwa-
terpress.com. The latest installment, “Amo’s Sa-
patowan,” will be released in September, but is 
available for pre-ordering. 

Miles Morrisseau, a citizen of the Métis Na-
tion, is a special correspondent for Indian Country 
Today based in the historic Métis Community of 
Grand Rapids, Manitoba, Canada. He reported as 
a national Native Affairs broadcaster for CBC Ra-
dio and is former editor-in-chief of Indian Coun-
try Today.

Courtesy graphic. 

On July 28, 2022, the Na-
tional Low Income Housing 
Coalition released its latest 
Out of Reach report, high-
lighting the significant gap be-
tween renters’ wages and the 
cost of rental housing across 
the United States. 

Low wages, wage dispar-
ities, racial inequalities, infla-
tion and a severe shortage of 
affordable and available rental 
homes continue to leave far 
too many people in Michigan 
struggling to keep roofs over 
their heads. 

Out of Reach Michigan 
Data

•  One must work 62 
hours per week at minimum 
wage (which is $9.45) to afford 
a one-bedroom rental home

•  One must work 77 
hours per week at minimum 
wage to afford a two-bedroom 
rental home

•  One must earn $19.10 
per hour in order to afford a 
two-bedroom rental home

The Out of Reach report 
was released amid record-high 
inflation and rising rental 
costs. These rent increases 
are affecting tenants nation-
wide with median rents for 
two-bedroom apartments in-

creasing nearly 18% between 
the first quarter of 2021 and 
the first quarter of 2022. At the 
same time, costs for necessities 
such as food and transporta-
tion have also skyrocketed, 
leaving low-income renters 
with increasingly tighter bud-
gets. 

Courtesy graphic. 
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By Dan Ninham

Editor’s note: The following article and 
photograph appeared on Indian Country Today, 
and they are reprinted here with permission.

 A Crow Creek Sioux woman has become the 
first U.S. athlete to medal in the sport of pétan-
que, bringing home silver with record-breaking 
points in the 2022 World Games competition.

Rebekah “Bekah” Howe, of Port Townsend, 
WA, powered her way to the finals in the Pre-
cision Shooting women singles competitions at 
the World Games in Birmingham, AL, but fell 
to Cambodian athlete Ouk Sreymom, who also 
won gold in women’s doubles.

Howe notched the highest number of points 
ever recorded in competition by a U.S. pétanque 
athlete to claim her first medal on a worldwide 
stage.

“This silver was my first international med-
al,” Howe said. “It has been a dream of mine to get 
to represent the USA in an international compe-
tition. It was an honor to get to play against some 
of the best women pétanque players in the world. 
I have seen them all play in competitions on You-
Tube, and I admire them all.”

Howe and her pétanque partner, Janice Bis-
sonnette of Fresno, CA, also competed in the 
doubles division but did not advance to the fi-
nals.

The game (pronounced pee-TONK) orig-
inated in France in the early 1900s and is con-
sidered a  boules  or ball sport like bocce, lawn 
bowling and raffa.

The name means “foot planted” in French, 
and rules require players keep their feet planted 
to the ground.

Howe is a two-time national champion and 
a six-time regional champion. In 2018, she won 
both the National Women’s Singles title and 
the National Mixed Doubles with partner Silas 
Holm, who is also her husband and trainer.

In the recent World Games, she scored 38 
points in the semifinal heat heading into the fi-
nals, to set a U.S. record.

“Thirty-eight points is the highest score in 
precision shooting in pétanque for the U.S., men 
or women, during any World Games or cham-
pionships,” Ernesto Santos, president of the Fed-
eration of Pétanque USA, said. The federation is 
the official governing body of pétanque in the 
U.S.

The World Games, held in Birmingham 
from July 7-17, featured athletes from approxi-
mately 100 countries competing in more than 30 
non-Olympic sports which included handball, 
korfball, squash, lacrosse, racquetball, canoeing, 
flag football, dance and roller sports, gymnastics 
and martial arts.

Eight countries competed this year in pétan-
que: Belgium, Cambodia, Canada, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Thailand, and the United 
States.

“It Kind of Snowballed”
By day – and night - Howe is a surgical tech-

nologist at her local hospital, Jefferson Health-
care, at the Surgical Associates Clinic.

A citizen of the Crow Creek Sioux Tribe, she 
was introduced to pétanque after a man who had 
been to France installed a pétanque court at a lo-
cal bar. He taught those interested the basics of 
pétanque and began hosting doubles leagues.

The players quickly branched out to formal 
pétanque tournaments in the Seattle and Port-
land, WA, areas, Howe said.

“A player from the west end of Washing-
ton state found our bar league and came to Port 
Townsend to do a workshop, where he taught us 
more about the nuances and rules of the game,” 
she said. “From there, it kind of snowballed: Port 
Townsend pétanque players started competing at 
tournaments regularly, and we loved it.”

In 2015, she and her partner from the bar 
league entered the National Women’s Doubles 
tournament in Portland, OR, and took second 
place.

“That tournament inspired both of us to try 
to up our games and to keep attending national 
events,” she said.

According to the online Guide to The World 
Games 2022,  boules  is described as a sport in 
which athletes throw or roll heavy, metal balls as 
closely as possible to a small target ball, known 
as the jack.

“The aim of the game is to place one’s boules as 
near as possible to a target,” the guide said. “The 
opponent attempts to place  boules  close to this 
jack or to remove the boules that prevent him 
or her doing so. The  boules  are thrown (palm 
down). In pétanque, players throw from a circle 
with both feet firmly on the ground. In precision 
shooting, the players must strike, at random-
ized distances, different targets in various sit-
uations. In classic, the players attempt to place 
their boules closer to the jack than the boules of 
their opponents,” according to the guide.

Howe said careful placement is key to win-
ning.

“The goal of each exercise is for the player 
to strike the intended target ball with their ball, 
without touching the other balls near to it,” she 
said. “The ball the player is throwing can only 
land inside the circle that contains the target ball, 
which means you cannot bowl your ball along 
the ground to strike the target ball. It must be 
thrown through the air in order to be eligible to 
score points.”

The results of the throw determine how 
many points are racked up.

“You get one point for touching the target 
ball if the target ball does not leave the circle 
when hit, and three points if the target ball leaves 
the circle after being hit,” she said. “You get five 
points if you not only strike the target ball out 
of the circle, but if your thrown ball replaces the 
ball you have hit inside the circle without hitting 
an obstacle. This is the way to score the most 
points per throw.”

Tight Competition
The World Games featured stiff competi-

tion in pétanque, with Howe facing top-ranked 
Sreymom of Cambodia and  Phantipha Wongc-
huvej of Thailand.

“The Thailand and Cambodia women both 
are considered world class and best in the world,” 
Santos said.

After the first round of competition, Thai-
land was ranked first and Denmark second with 
Cambodia and the U.S. also advancing to the 
semifinals.

In the semifinals, Sreymom defeated Ka-
trine Junge from Denmark while Howe defeat-
ed Wongchuvej, who eventually won the bronze 
medal. That put Howe in the finals against Srey-
mom.

“Since this was my first international-level 
pétanque competition, I was quite happy but also 
quite nervous to be in the finals,” Howe said. “I 
was unable to match Cambodia’s excellent shoot-
ing in the final, but it is still a surprise and a joy 
to come home with a silver medal for the USA.”

In the Women’s Doubles competition, Can-
ada and Belgium were eliminated after losing 
both of their first games while France and Thai-
land advanced. Cambodia then beat Denmark 
and Germany beat the U.S. to also advance to the 
semifinals.

In the semifinals, Cambodia defeated Thai-
land and France defeated Germany, sending 
Cambodia to square off against France in the fi-
nals. Because it was a timed game, the score was 
lower with Cambodia defeating France 7-5.

Howe said athletes had to adjust to the heat 
in Birmingham.

“Playing in the heat and humidity was diffi-
cult for me because I am used to playing in much 
cooler temperatures in the Pacific Northwest,” 
she said. “We stayed in the shade as much as we 
could and really tried to stay hydrated through-
out the day.”

Howe became the first athlete to bring a 
medal home to the U.S. in pétanque. In 2013, an 
American athlete, Marieke Rolland, took bronze 
in the women’s doubles competitions, but she and 
her partner, Maryse Bergeron of Canada, repre-
sented Canada in the World Games, which were 
held that year in Cali, Colombia, Santos said.

i n d i g e n o u s  w o M a n  w i n s  s i L v e r  M e d a L  a T  w o r L d  g a M e s
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Looking Ahead
Howe is now looking ahead to play the Rose 

City Open tournament in Oregon in September, 
and in the women’s triples qualifying tournament 
in Sacramento in October. She is also hoping to 
qualify to represent the U.S. in the 2023 pétanque 
world championships in Thailand.

She said her Native core values have contrib-
uted to her success.

“The Native value that most describes my 
competitive experience is the concept that, ‘We 
Are All Related: Mitakuye Oyas’in,’” she said.

“More so than any other area of my life, 
pétanque brings together many different peo-
ple of many different countries, backgrounds, 
languages and cultures,” she continued. “Our 
competitions and our love of the sport are what 
unite us across all these differences. Even though 
we are competitors on the [field] and so diverse 
off of it, we treat each other with respect. We call 
each other ‘pétanque family’ and I think that is in 
recognition of that bond.

“That motivates me as a player,” she said, 
“because you value that respect, you want to cul-
tivate it, and you want to bring your best game.”

Her family is thrilled with her success.
“Bekah’s performance was phenomenal!” 

said Holm, who also volunteered at the World 
Games in Birmingham.

“It was not outside of her typical practice 

scores, but to do it at her first world competition 
was remarkable. We have been regularly work-
ing on the precision shooting exercise for the 
last three years as well as analyzing her strengths 
and weaknesses, and making adjustments where 
needed. She has been watching hundreds of 
hours of world class games on YouTube and trav-
eling around the country for competitions.”

But the weather can complicate her work-
outs.

“One of the hardest aspects of training here 
is the weather,” Silas Howe said. “In winter, with-
out an indoor facility, we cannot routinely prac-
tice four months out of the year. We hope to find 
an indoor practice space and practice more con-
sistently over the winter.”

Her mother, Barbara Morey Howe, said her 
daughter worked hard for her success.

“I’m very proud of her for the effort that she 
put into her achievements,” she said. “She per-
formed with skill and accepted her accomplish-
ments with humility and grace. She earned the 
respect of the players from other nations as an 
American, a woman and an Indian.

“Bekah ‘stood tall,’ as her (late) dad would 
say,” her mother said, “and I couldn’t ask for 
more.”

Dan Ninham, Oneida, is a freelance writer 
based out of Red Lake, MN. You may contact him 
at coach.danninham@gmail.com.

Courtesy photo. 
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By Jourdan Bennett-Begaye and Kolby 
KickingWoman

Editor’s note: The following article and 
photograph appeared on Indian Country Today 
(ICT), and they are reprinted here with permis-
sion. 

Perhaps the greatest Olympian, Jim Thorpe, 
is back on top.

The International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) has corrected the record books to reflect 
Thorpe’s Olympic victories for the decathlon and 
pentathlon events in Stockholm’s 1912 Olympic 
Games. The Olympics website shows Thorpe, Sac 
and Fox and Potawatomi, is the sole gold medal 
winner for the decathlon and pentathlon for the 
1912 games.

ICT learned earlier this week, the committee 
had planned to announce the change on Friday, 
the 110th anniversary of Thorpe winning the de-
cathlon medal. Thorpe won the pentathlon on 
July 7, 1912.

In the official announcement, Thomas 
Bach, president of the IOC, said this solution 
was reached “thanks to the great engagement of 
Bright Path Strong.”

“This is a most exceptional and unique situ-
ation, which has been addressed by an extraordi-
nary gesture of fair play from the National Olym-
pic Committees concerned,” Bach said.

It has been a two-year battle for Nedra Dar-
ling, executive producer of the Jim Thorpe biop-
ic, “Bright Path: The Jim Thorpe Story.”

“That’s terrific. We have been working with 
the IOC for almost two years now and asking 
them to reinstate Jim’s winnings for his decath-
lon and pentathlon events,” Darling said after 
learning of the Olympic website changes.

She called Billy Mills, Olympic gold medal-
ist and Oglala Lakota, after receiving the news.

“It was emotional. It was the most beauti-
ful gift I could get to be able to tell him, and I 
didn’t realize it ‘til he just couldn’t speak and I 
couldn’t speak,” Darling said, who is Prairie Band 
Potawatomi. “He’s been so supportive of what 
I’ve been doing.”

All Mills could do was let the tears flow, 
“tears of joy,” he said; adding he fought for com-
posure and gathered his thoughts during his call 
with Darling.

“Jim Thorpe is now the greatest athlete in 
the world, being the single holder of those two 
gold medals. He’s the gold medalist in the pen-
tathlon and decathlon,” Mills said. “He rightfully 
reclaims being considered the greatest athlete in 
the world.”

Mills won gold in the 10,000-meter race 
during the 1964 Tokyo Olympics and is a long-
time advocate for the restoration of Thorpe’s 
medals.

In his time since winning his gold medal, 
Mills said he’s done a lot of reading on Greek 
mythology and feels Thorpe dwells atop Mount 
Olympus with other Olympians and Greek gods 
like Zeus.

“When I leave this world and I’m going off 
to the spirit world, one of my first visits would 
be to Mount Olympus to meet Jim Thorpe and 
the other Olympians that dwell there,” Mills said.

Thorpe dominated the pentathlon and de-
cathlon during the 1912 Olympics held in Stock-
holm, Sweden. So much so, at the time of being 
awarded his gold medals, King Gustav V said; 
“You, sir, are the greatest athlete in the world. I 
would consider it an honor to shake your hand.”

Jim Thorpe, Sac and Fox, was the first indig-
enous person to win an Olympic gold medal for 
the United States, taking wins in pentathlon and 
decathlon in the 1912 Olympics. 

After the games, however, the Olympic 
committee found out Jim had been paid to play 
professional baseball and stripped him of his 
medals and records. The committee found Jim 
played professional baseball before the 1912 
games which violated the Olympic rules at the 
time. The rules changed later which allowed pro-
fessional athletes to participate in the Olympics. 
Replicas of the medals were returned to his fam-
ily in 1983, according to Bright Path Strong, a 
non-profit organization.

In July 2020, the organization started a pe-
tition  aiming to correct the record books. The 
petition says calling Thorpe a “co-champion” 
downplays his historic records. It has garnered 
more than 75,000 signatures since its filing.

“To call Jim Thorpe a co-champion in his 
events isn’t just inaccurate, it stands as a painful 
reminder of the deep inequities even the most 
triumphant athletes of color have faced,” the pe-
tition reads.

Jim’s granddaughter, Teresa Thorpe, signed 
the petition.

“I am proud to claim Jim Thorpe as my fra-
ternal grandfather. He was graced by God with 
an extraordinary athleticism and truly stood 
out among the Olympian pack as a ‘Brightpath.’ 
Unfortunately, he lived his life in the shadow of 
the injustice of his stripped gold medalist status. 
This current period of social unrest in the Unit-
ed States that cries for a complete level human 
playing field would be a perfect moment in time 
to correct the long-standing injustice that has 
marred his legend for so long. He was the true 
winner in the hearts and minds of many and I 
hope this petition will provide a realization of 
Jim’s complete reinstatement.”

Lewis Tewanima, Hopi, won the silver med-
al in the 10,000-meter race in the 1912 Olympics. 
Like Jim, Tewanima had attended the Carlisle In-
dian School in Pennsylvania. 

Darling remembers Thorpe’s wife, Grace 
Thorpe, showing her one of the medals as a kid. 
Darling’s dad, Marcel Darling, and Jim were 
“very good friends.” They lived near each other 
in Los Angeles as they both were athletes.

“I remember seeing the medal as it was 
shown to me when I was younger, and how 
proud Grace was about it, but I didn’t know that 
part of what the original Jim Thorpe Foundation 
did to get those metals back that they did not se-
cure the records to be changed.”

Once Darling retired from the Department 
of Interior, she joined the Bright Path organiza-
tion to executive produce Jim’s story.

Getting his records reinstated was on the 
to-do list but since they couldn’t shoot the film 
during the pandemic, the records moved up on 
the list of priorities.

Like many, Justin Lenhart, the curator of 
the Jim Thorpe Museum at the Oklahoma Sports 
Hall of Fame, said the correction was a long time 
coming and way overdue. He said the correction 
further cements Thorpe’s legacy as the greatest 
athlete of the 20th century and “one of the great-
est athletes this country’s ever produced.”

“He achieved something that nobody else 
had ever achieved and has never achieved since 
and that’s winning gold in the decathlon and 
pentathlon,” Lenhart said. “It was a travesty of 
sport that his medals were stripped from him 
the way they were and they have righted an 
egregious wrong by restoring his records to the 
Olympic ledger.”

Now that the records have been reinstated, 
Mills said it is important to re-educate people, 
especially young people, on Thorpe’s success and 
how great he was.

“I think we all have the responsibility to 
teach our young people about Jim Thorpe. We 
need to put him rightly, in the subconscious 
minds of sports people, people worldwide, that 
follow sport, who Jim Thorpe is, how great he 
was.”

Jourdan Bennett-Begaye, Diné, is editor of 
ICT and based in its Washington bureau. She 
is the first woman to be the chief news executive 
and top editor of the 40-year-old newspaper and 
website. Follow her on Twitter at @jourdanbb or 
e-mail her at jourdan@ictnews.org.  

Kolby KickingWoman, Blackfeet/A’aniih, is a 
reporter/producer for Indian Country Today. He 
is from the great state of Montana and currently 
reports for the Washington Bureau. For hot sports 
takes and too many Lakers tweets, follow him on 
Twitter at @KDKW_406 or e-mail him at kkick-
ingwoman@indiancountrytoday.com
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During remarks at the 
Trilateral Working Group on 
Violence Against Indigenous 
Women and Girls, Deputy At-
torney General Lisa O. Mona-
co announced a directive to all 
U.S. Attorneys and law enforce-
ment component heads ad-
dressing public safety in Indi-
an country, including violence 
directed at indigenous women, 
youth and children.  

In a memorandum, Dep-
uty Attorney General Monaco 
declared it a priority of the De-
partment of Justice to address 
the disproportionately high 
rates of violence experienced 
by American Indians and 
Alaska Natives, and relatedly, 
the high rates of indigenous 
persons reported missing. The 
memorandum directs each U.S. 
Attorney with Indian country 
jurisdiction — along with their 
law enforcement partners at 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF), the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), the FBI 
and the U.S. Marshals Service 
(USMS) — to update and de-
velop new plans for addressing 
public safety in Indian country.  

“With this memorandum, 
we are reaffirming the de-
partment’s unwavering com-
mitment to promoting public 
safety in Indian Country and 

to respecting Tribal sovereign-
ty,” said Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Lisa O. Monaco. “Tribes 
know best how to make their 
communities safer, and Tribal 
engagement has thus been the 
cornerstone of the department’s 
review of its policies and proce-
dures. Federal law enforcement 
agencies will continue to work 
diligently with our Tribal part-
ners in support of public safety 
in Indian Country.”

In November 2021, the 
department established a Steer-
ing Committee  dedicated to 
marshalling the department’s 
resources and personnel to 
address public safety and 
the issues of missing or 
murdered indigenous persons. 
The Steering Committee 
undertook a review — in 
close consultation with Tribal 
leaders and stakeholders — 
of the department’s relevant 
guidance, policies and practices 
to improve the law enforcement 
response in Indian country.  

The memorandum marks 
the first guidance from the 
Deputy Attorney General to 
U.S. Attorneys in Indian coun-
try since 2010 when then-Dep-
uty Attorney General David 
Ogden required each U.S. At-
torney with Indian country 
jurisdiction to establish a struc-
ture and plan for addressing 
public safety in Indian country. 
Deputy Attorney General Mo-
naco’s memorandum sets forth 
needed updates, which account 
for significant legal and leg-
islative developments in the 
intervening decade, including 
the Tribal Law and Order Act 
of 2010, Savanna’s Act, the Not 
Invisible Act of 2019 and the 
2013 and 2022 reauthorizations 
of the Violence Against Wom-
en Act. The memorandum also 

recognizes the department’s 
law enforcement components 
are essential to investigating 
crimes in Indian country, and it 
directs those agencies to adopt 
their own guidelines, policies 
and protocols to address the 
unique public safety challenges 
in Indian country. 

In particular, the memo-
randum instructs department 
prosecutors and law enforce-
ment officers to update their 
operational plans, policies and 
protocols to:

•  Coordinate with Tribal, 
State and local law enforcement 
officers as well as other federal 
agencies;

•  Support victims, sur-
vivors and their families in a 
victim-centered and cultural-
ly-appropriate manner; 

•  Address cases, includ-
ing unresolved cases, involving 
missing or murdered indige-
nous people.

The memorandum also 
directs U.S. Attorneys Offices 
and law enforcement agencies 
to engage with tribes to better 
address priority public safety 
issues, including combatting 
violence against women, youth 
and children and addressing 
the devastating consequences 
of drug trafficking and sub-
stance use disorder in Indian 
country. 

You can read the  Depu-
ty Attorney General’s full re-
marks to the Trilateral Work-
ing Group at https://www.
justice.gov/opa/speech/depu-
ty-attorney-general-lisa-o-mo-
naco-delivers-remarks-clo-
sing-session-fourth-convening 
and the full text of the memo-
randum at https://www.justice.
gov/dag/page/file/1519801/
download

Courtesy photo. 

d e P u T y  a T T o r n e y  g e n e r a L  L i s a  o .  M o n a C o  d i r e C T s  u . s . 
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By Indian Country Today 
(ICT)

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing article and graphics 
appeared on Indian Country 
Today, and they are reprinted 
here with permission.

ICT’s collaborative report-
ing project focusing on the 
impact of COVID-19 in indig-
enous communities will receive 
the 2022 Richard LaCourse 
Award for Investigative Jour-
nalism.

The collective is a project 
of the Native American Jour-
nalists Association (NAJA) 
in which  ICT,  High Coun-
try News,  National Native 
News and Searchlight New Mex-
ico  collaborated to investigate 
and report the impact of 
COVID-19 in indigenous com-
munities.

“This award is an example 
of how journalism is headed 
in a new direction: Newsroom 
collaboration,” said ICT Editor 
Jourdan Bennett-Begaye. “We 
all have the same goal of watch-

ing out for Indigenous nations 
and peoples.”

The 2021 investigative 
report documented the dif-
ficulties of finding accurate 
COVID-19 data in Indian 
country such as tracking cas-
es, vaccinations and deaths 
through the Indian Health 
Service, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and 
state-operated systems.

“The award recognizes 
groundbreaking work by jour-
nalists that creatively use digital 
tools in the role of community 
watchdog,” stated a NAJA press 
release. “Special consideration 
is given to journalism that 
helps a community understand 
and address important issues.”

The report was produced 
in partnership with  Muck-
Rock with the support of JSK-
Big Local News.

Five other contributors 
will also be awarded which 
NAJA President Francine 
Compton wanted to include as 
well “to showcase how well col-

laborations work.”
Bennett-Begaye, Diné, 

took part in the Indigenous In-
vestigative Collective and creat-
ed Indian country’s COVID-19 
database in 2020 to track cas-
es, deaths and vaccines. Johns 
Hopkins and ICT partnered on 
this database to make it more 
comprehensive and to share 
with the world. 

“We’re so honored for this 
recognition. Ahéhee’, NAJA,” 
Bennett-Begaye said. “I’m so 
thankful for all those involved 
in this story and collective be-
cause it’s needed and we have a 
great opportunity here to learn 
from one another and share re-
sources.”

Karen Michel, president 
and CEO of IndiJ Public Me-
dia, said the company is proud 
of Jourdan and the other recip-
ients.

“It’s important to delve 
deep into the issues that affect 
our Indigenous communities. 
If we don’t report on them, they 
will go uncovered,” she said. 

ICT, a non-profit and mul-
timedia news enterprise, is a 
spacious channel which serves 
indigenous communities with 
news, entertainment and opin-
ion. 

Courtesy graphics. 

i C T  T o  r e C e i v e  M a J o r  J o u r n a L i s M  a w a r d



Odawa TrailsSeptember 2022 29

By Jake Coyle, Associated Press

Editor’s note: The following article ap-
peared on Indian Country Today and is reprinted 
here with permission.

Nearly 50 years after Sacheen Littlefeather 
stood on the Academy Awards stage on behalf of 
Marlon Brando to speak about the depiction of 
Native Americans in Hollywood films, the Acad-
emy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences apolo-
gized to her for the abuse she endured.

The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures 
said it will host Littlefeather, now 75, for an eve-
ning of “conversation, healing and celebration” 
on September 17, 2022.

When Brando won best actor for “The God-
father,” Littlefeather, wearing a buckskin dress 
and moccasins, took the stage, becoming the 
first Native American woman ever to do so at the 
Academy Awards. In a 60-second speech, she ex-
plained Brando could not accept the award due 
to “the treatment of American Indians today by 
the film industry.”

Some in the audience booed her. John 
Wayne, who was backstage at the time, was re-
portedly furious. The 1973 Oscars were held 
during the American Indian Movement’s two-
month occupation of Wounded Knee in South 
Dakota. In the years since, Littlefeather has 
said she’s been mocked, discriminated against 
and personally attacked for her brief Academy 
Awards appearance.

In making the announcement, the Acade-
my Museum shared a letter sent June 18, 2022 to 
Littlefeather by David Rubin, academy president, 
about the iconic Oscar moment. Rubin called 
Littlefeather’s speech “a powerful statement that 
continues to remind us of the necessity of respect 
and the importance of human dignity.”

“The abuse you endured because of this 
statement was unwarranted and unjustified,” 
wrote Rubin. “The emotional burden you have 
lived through and the cost to your own career 
in our industry are irreparable. For too long, the 
courage you showed has been unacknowledged. 
For this, we offer both our deepest apologies and 

our sincere admiration.”
Littlefeather, in a statement, said it is “pro-

foundly heartening to see how much has changed 
since I did not accept the Academy Award 50 
years ago.”

“Regarding the Academy’s apology to me, 
we Indians are very patient people — it’s only 
been 50 years!” said Littlefeather. “We need to 
keep our sense of humor about this at all times. 
It’s our method of survival.”

At the Academy Museum event in Los An-
geles, CA, Littlefeather will sit for a conversation 
with producer Bird Runningwater, co-chair of 
the academy’s Indigenous Alliance.

In a podcast earlier this year with Jacqueline 
Stewart, a film scholar and director of the Acad-
emy Museum, Littlefeather reflected on what 
compelled her to speak out in 1973.

“I felt that there should be Native people, 
Black people, Asian people, Chicano people — 
I felt there should be an inclusion of everyone,” 
said Littlefeather. “A rainbow of people that 
should be involved in creating their own image.”

Courtesy photo.

f i L M  a C a d e M y  f i n a L L y  a P o L o g i z e s  T o  s a C h e e n  L i T T L e f e a T h e r

The following LTBB Trib-
al Citizens took their oaths of 
office recently:

•  LTBB Associate Judge 
John J. Lemire administered 
the oath of office via Zoom to 
Melvin L. Kiogima to the LTBB 
Gaming Regulatory Commis-
sion on August 19, 2022. 

•  LTBB Associate Judge 
John J. Lemire administered 

the oath of office to Cathy 
Bradley to the LTBB Gaming 
Regulatory Commission on 
August 4, 2022.

•  LTBB Chief Judge Al-
lie Greenleaf Maldonado ad-
ministrated the oath of office 
to Michele Portman-LaCount 
to the LTBB Zoning Board of 
Appeals on August 18, 2022. 

•  LTBB Chief Judge Al-
lie Greenleaf Maldonado ad-

ministrated the oath of office 
to Heidi Bosma to the LTBB 
Child Welfare Commission on 
August 12, 2022. 

•  LTBB Associate Judge 
John J. Lemire administered 
the oath of office via Zoom to 
Phil Harmon to the LTBB Li-
quor and Tobacco Licensing 
Board on July 20, 2022. 

The photos of Heidi Bos-
ma with LTBB Chief Judge Al-
lie Greenleaf Maldonado and 
of Michele Portman-LaCount 
with LTBB Chief Judge Allie 
Greenleaf Maldonado appear 
courtesy of the LTBB Tribal 
Court. Photos of Phil Harmon 
and Melvin L. Kiogima by 
Communications Coordinator 
Annette VanDeCar. Courtesy 
photo of Cathy Bradley. 

L T B B  T r i B a L  C i T i z e n s  a P P o i n T e d  T o  L T B B  C o M M i s s i o n s , 
B o a r d s  a n d  C o M M i T T e e s
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Michigan Music Alliance is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of Sean Miller, an LTBB 
Tribal Citizen, to the Board of Directors for a 
three-year term, which began on August 1, 2022. 

Sean has been a long-time volunteer, and we 
are thrilled to get him more involved. 

Born and raised in Northern Michigan, Sean 
Miller is a recent Grand Rapids, MI, transplant 
who is no stranger to the state’s music scene. 
Miller, both a performing artist (solo and with 
his duo The Real Ingredients) and entertainment 
journalist has worked for various publications. 
He’s won numerous awards for his work, in-
cluding a Michigan Press Association award for 
a Traverse City Record-Eagle podcast. As a sing-
er-songwriter, Miller has performed at various 
conferences across the country, including PASIC, 
SEM, FARM and in venues across the Midwest, 
ranging from listening rooms, house shows, bars 
and breweries, wineries and festivals. Miller has 
also served on the Blissfest Board of Directors. 
Throughout his tenure on the board, he acted as 
secretary, had a position on the executive com-
mittee and was co-chair of the marketing com-

mittee. He is also actively pursuing his master of 
arts in music business from Berkelee College of 
Music online.

Learn more about Sean at https://www.sean-
millermusic.com/

Welcome, Sean!
Courtesy photo. 

M i C h i g a n  M u s i C  a L L i a n C e  w e L C o M e s  L T B B  T r i B a L  C i T i z e n 
s e a n  M i L L e r

Aanii LTBB Citizens,
For this update, the Odawa Economic De-

velopment Management Incorporated (OEDMI)  
Board wanted to provide you with a brief history 
of OEDMI and what is completed at Victories 
Square to date. 

After Victories Casino closed in 2006, a task 
force consisting of various LTBB Departments 
was formed to help determine what to do with 
the 22 acres of developable area within the prop-
erty. A market study was completed in 2008 and 
a feasibility study was completed in 2010, both of 
which helped to form the early strategy of what 
to do at Victories Square. OEDMI was created in 
2011 and Tribal Council leased Victories Square 
to OEDMI in 2012. The Michigan Economic De-
velopment Corporation (MEDC) provided the 
initial funding for demolition of the Victories 
Casino building and further market studies and 
analysis. The onsite infrastructure was funded 
by federal road dollars, MEDC grants and LTBB 
for the waste water treatment plant expansion at 
Odawa Casino Resort (OCR).

“Phase I” of the development of Victories 
Square included approximately seven acres, 
which consists of Lots 2, 3, 8 and 9 (see picture 
below).

With information from the previous mar-
ket and feasibility studies, OEDMI knew a hotel 
and casual dining restaurant was needed. OED-
MI and its partners wanted to bring in corporate 
“credit tenants” because having recognizable ten-
ants would help facilitate finding outside capital 
and financing. 

OEDMI had no substantial capital of its own 
and LTBB funds were solely used for infrastruc-
ture. So, OEDMI had to seek out capital from 

other sources. Geodetic North Incorporated, 
LLC (GNI) helped to secure $9,000,000 from 
third parties to help get construction started 
and finance the Phase I. The total cost to con-
struct Phase I was $30,000,000 and was funded 
by $9,000,000 in private equity and a $21,000,000 
loan from Chemical Bank (now Huntington 
Bank) secured by a loan guaranty from the In-
dian Loan Guarantee Program (a/k/a “BIA loan 
guarantee.”) When the loan closed in 2018, this 
was the largest BIA loan guarantee ever in the 
history of the program. The size of the loan was a 
huge success for the BIA loan guarantee program 
and was the impetus for much larger guarantees 
elsewhere in Indian country.  

The borrower on the loan is GNI Phase I, 
LLC, a manager-managed limited liability com-
pany organized under Michigan law. OEDMI 
owns 51% and the remaining 49% is owned by 
five other entities which provided the initial 
capital. The BIA loan guarantee guarantees 90% 
of the loan amount and the bank also required 
GNI’s owner to provide a personal guarantee. No 
other guarantees or financial commitments were 
required of OEDMI or LTBB.  

GNI Phase I, LLC is the franchisee for the 
Courtyard Marriott, but subleases the remaining 
lots to the other tenants you see on the site. Those 
tenants are Starbucks, Great Clips, T-Mobile and 
Buffalo Wild Wings/Detroit Style Pizza (BWW). 
You have probably noticed quite a bit of activity 
at the BWW site. BWW is hoping to be open this 
fall. We have also identified a potential tenant 
for the remaining open space and expect it to be 
filled soon.

Courtesy graphic. 
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Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor 

Springs, MI 49740
Tribal Council Meeting Minutes

July 14, 2022
In person and via ZOOM

Call to Order: 9:03 a.m.
Opening ceremony: Legislative 

Leader Emily Proctor 
Closed Session:  Yes
Council Present: Councilor 

Fred Kiogima, Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima, Councilor William Or-
tiz, Councilor Aaron Otto, Coun-
cilor Melissa Pamp, Councilor 
Marty Van De Car, Treasurer Le-
roy Shomin, Secretary Marcella 
Reyes, Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor 

Absent: None
Legislative Office Staff Present: 

Legislative Administrative Assis-
tant Linda Gokee, Sr Financial 
Analyst Rachel Cope, Executive 
Legal Assistant Su Lantz, General 
Counsel Jim Bransky, Legislative 
Office Manager Michele Port-
man-LaCount 

Corporate Charters Present: 
Odawa Economic Affairs Holding 
Corporation Administrative As-
sistant Nichlos Peltier

Executive Officials and Staff 
Present: Tribal Chairperson Re-
gina Gasco Bentley, Unit I Exec-
utive Director Phil Harmon, Unit 
II Executive Director Daugherty 
“Duffy” Johnson, Chief Finan-
cial Officer Carrie Carlson, Chief 
of Law Enforcement Terry Mc-
Donnell, Education Employment 
and Training Specialist Rachael 
Koepp, Regulatory Internal Au-
ditor Dan Pierzynowski, Tribal 
Chairman’s Office Administrative 
Assistant Lakota Worthington, 
Planning Department Director 
Amanda Swiss, Planning Depart-
ment Administrative Assistant 
Shari Temple, Behavioral Health 
Traditional Advisor Deleta Smith, 
Tribal Chairman’s Office Exec-
utive Assistant Kerstine Omey, 
Purchase Referred Care Assistant 
I Chris Wemigwase

Judicial Officials and Staff: 
Chief Judge Allie Maldonado

Public: Patrick Anthony, Brian 
Anthony, Melissa Shomin

Invited Guest: None
Motion made by Council-

or Fred Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor William Ortiz to 
adopt the agenda for July 14, 2022 
amended.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent 

Motion carried.
Review and Approve Minutes 

of June 30, 2022.
Motion made by Councilor 

Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor Fred Kiogima to ap-
prove the minutes of June 30, 2022 
as presented.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent 

Motion carried.
Executive Oversight Report:
Discussion: Unit I Executive 

Director Phil Harmon 
Tribal Chairperson Regina 

Gasco Bentley is in another meet-
ing and will attend General Coun-
sel Jim Bransky’s discussion.

The Executive Townhall was 
held on Wednesday, July 13, 2022. 

-USDA Commodity Food Pro-
gram will now offer walleye

-Natural Resources Depart-
ment Conservation Officer Tim 
Mallory is the canine trainer for 
Ares (pronounced Aries). Ares is 
a German Shepherd and comes 
from Slavia. He is a very friendly 

dog and loves families. 
The Education Department will 

have movie nights this weekend, 
July 15 & 16, as well as, July 22 & 
23, 2022 weather permitting. This 
is a free event, snacks are provid-
ed, no alcohol or drugs allowed.

The Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians Homecoming 
Pow wow is scheduled for August 
13 & 14, 2022. Additional parking 
and camping are available.

Tribal Enrollment now has Vet-
eran Tribal ID cards. Thank you to 
all of our veterans.

Discussion: Unit II Execu-
tive Director Daugherty “Duffy” 
Johnson

Completed a walk through at 
the Tribe’s 911 Spring Street prop-
erty in Petoskey, MI. This building 
needs updates and remodeling. 
The Executive Branch will use the 
Capital Improvement line item 
fund.

Environmental clearances need 
to occur at both Second Street 
(aka: Indian Town) and Murray 
Road prior construction of hous-
ing.

Wade Trim will be conducting 
the survey work of Indian Town.

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Treasurer Leroy Shomin to ac-
knowledge receipt of the verbal 
Executive Oversight Report as 
presented by Unit I Executive 
Director Phil Harmon and Unit 
II Executive Director Daugherty 
“Duffy” Johnson for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary 

Marcella Reyes and supported 
by Councilor William Ortiz to 
adopt Tribal Resolution Support 
of MITLEA (Michigan Tribal 
Law Enforcement Association) 
Tribal Law Enforcement Initiative 
Presentation to MCOLES (The 
Michigan Commission on Law 
Enforcement Standards).

10:02 a.m. Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima exits meeting.

 Roll Call Vote: Councilor Fred 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima-absent, Councilor Wil-
liam Ortiz-yes, Councilor Aar-
on Otto-no, Councilor Melissa 
Pamp-yes, Councilor Marty Van 
De Car-yes, Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin-yes, Secretary Marcella 
Reyes-yes, Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor-yes Motion carried. 

Tribal Council Officer Re-
ports:

Legislative Leader Report:
Motion made by Councilor 

Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor Marty Van De Car to 
acknowledge receipt of Legislative 
Leader Emily Proctor’s verbal and 
written report for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima) Motion carried.

Secretary Report:
 Documents Signed by the Ex-

ecutive:
 -Tribal Resolution # 063022-01 

To authorize $140,000 in supple-
mental funding to the

 Legislative branch to meet 
increased technological require-
ments and expanded tribally

 chartered responsibilities to 
come from the General Fund-
Fund Balance.

 -Tribal Resolution # 063022-02 
Use of Third-Party Support Reve-
nue in the Amount of

 $550,000 to Fund the Start-
up Expenses of a Medicaid-Only 
Clinic

 Vetoes (a vote of Tribal Council 
to override a veto shall occur with-

in 90-days of the veto): None
iii. Phone Polls passed by Tribal 

Council: None
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to ac-
knowledge receipt of Secretary 
Marcella Reyes’ verbal and written 
report as provided on the agenda 
for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima)

Motion carried.
Treasurer Report:
Appropriations and Finance 

Committee
-Last Regular Meeting: June 14, 

2022
-Last Special Meeting: July 6, 

2022
(Motions made at the 

06/14/2022 Appropriations and 
Finance Committee Meeting was

presented to Tribal Council on 
06/30/2022.) 

(Motions made at the 
07/06/2022 Appropriations and Fi-
nance Committee Special Meeting)

Motion made by Councilor Wil-
liam Ortiz and supported by Trea-
surer Leroy Shomin to

recommend to Tribal Council 
to adopt Tribal Resolution Supple-
mental Funding in the

Amount of $7,000.00 for De-
tention Costs to come from the 
General Fund-Fund

Balance.
Vote: 2 Yes, 0 Absent, 0 Ab-

stained, 1 Absent (Secretary Mar-
cella Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor Wil-
liam Ortiz and supported by Trea-
surer Leroy Shomin to

recommend to Tribal Council to 
adopt Tribal Resolution Appropri-
ation of General Funds 

to the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians (LTBB) Plan-
ning Department in the 

Amount of $1,000,000 to Sup-
port the IHBG (Indian Housing 
Block Grant) Competitive Grants 
Program FY 2021 Construction 
Project.

Vote: 2 Yes, 0 Absent, 0 Ab-
stained, 1 Absent (Secretary Mar-
cella Reyes) Motion carries.

Phone Polls passed by Appro-
priations and Finance Committee: 

-06/29/2022 Reason for Phone 
Poll: Motion to recommend to 

Tribal Council to adopt Tribal
Resolution Use of Third-Party 

Support Revenue in the Amount of 
$550,000 to Fund the Start-Up 

Expenses of a Medicaid-Only 
Clinic.

Phone Poll Vote: 3 Yes, 0 No, 0 
Abstain, 0 Absent Motion carried.

-07/01/2022 Reason for Phone 
Poll: A Special Appropriations and 
Finance Committee Meeting

for the purpose of Supplemental 
Funding Request of $5K for Deten-
tion Costs and for 

appropriation of $1 million set 
aside for Murray Rd buildout. The 
date, time and location shall be 

Wednesday July 6, 2022 at 10:00 
a.m. in council chambers and via 
zoom.

Phone Poll Vote: 3 Yes, 0 No, 0 
Abstain, 0 Absent Motion carried.

-Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 
19, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in Council 
Chambers and via Zoom

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Appro-
priations and Finance Committee 
verbal and written report as pro-
vided on the agenda by Treasurer 
Leroy Shomin, Committee Chair 
for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima) Motion carried.

10:20 a.m. Break
10:31 a.m. Meeting resumes
Land and Reservation Com-

mittee Report:
-Last Meeting: July 8, 2022.
(Motions made at Land and 

Reservation Committee Meeting)
Motion made by Councilor Fred 

Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to recommend to 
Tribal Council to approve CERTI-
FIED MOTION Designation and 
Assignment of Monroe Street, Peto-
skey, Michigan.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 
1-absent (Secretary Marcella 
Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to recommend

to Tribal Council to approve 
CERTIFIED MOTION Approval 
of Site Plan for the Development of 

Tiny Homes at Monroe Street, 
Petoskey, Michigan.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 
1-absent (Secretary Marcella 
Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to recommend 

to Tribal Council to approve 
CERTIFIED MOTION Approval 
of Lease with Scenic Farms, LLC. 
for 

the Medicaid-Only Clinic.
Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 

1-absent (Secretary Marcella 
Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to approve

Confidential Memo # 070822-01 
Land Assignment of Parcel #163.

Vote: 1-yes, 1-no (Councilor 
Fred Kiogima), 0-abstained, 1-ab-
sent (Secretary Marcella Reyes) 
Motion fails.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to approve

Confidential Memo #070822-02 
Land Assignment of Parcel #163.

Vote: 1-yes, 1-no (Councilor 
Fred Kiogima), 0-abstained, 1-ab-
sent (Secretary Marcella Reyes) 
Motion fails.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to approve 

Confidential Memo #070822-03 

Land Assignment of Parcel #163.
Vote: 1-yes, 1-no (Councilor 

Fred Kiogima), 0-abstained, 1-ab-
sent (Secretary Marcella Reyes) 
Motion fails.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to approve

Confidential Memo #070822-04 
Land Assignment of Parcel #163. 

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 
1-absent (Secretary Marcella 
Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to approve 

Confidential Memo #070822-05 
Land Assignment of Parcel #164.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 
1-absent (Secretary Marcella 
Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to approve

Confidential Memo #070822-06 
Land Assignment of Parcel #165.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 
1-absent (Secretary Marcella 
Reyes) Motion carries.

Motion made Councilor Fred 
Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to request a staff

review and analysis report for 
land parcels # 163, 164 and 165.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Sec-
retary Marcella Reyes) 

Motion carries
Motion Councilor Fred Kiogima 

and Councilor Aaron Otto to table 
the Tribal Burial Board Murray

Road Site Plan dated 06/13/2022 
to the next meeting.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Sec-
retary Marcella Reyes) 

Motion carries.
Motion Councilor Fred Kiogima 

and Councilor Aaron Otto to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Staff

and Analysis Reports for Land 
Parcels #161 and #162.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Sec-
retary Marcella Reyes) 

Motion carries
Motion made by Councilor Fred 

Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Aaron Otto to

acknowledge receipt of the Phase 
I Reports for Land Parcels #156 
and #158 as provided by Environ-
mental Response Specialist Traven 
Michaels for July 8, 2022.

Vote: 2-yes, 0-no, 1-absent (Sec-
retary Marcella Reyes) 

Motion carries
Phone Polls passed by Land and 

Reservation Committee: None
-Next Meeting: Friday, August 

5, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in Council 
Chambers and via Zoom

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported by 
Treasurer Leroy Shomin to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Land 
and Reservation Committee ver-
bal and written report as provided 
on the agenda by Councilor Aar-
on Otto, Committee Chairperson 
for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima) 

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Member Re-

ports:
Councilor Fred Kiogima – No 

report
Councilor Tamara Kiogima – 

Absent
Councilor William Ortiz – 

Travel Report: Consent Decree 
Negotiations June 27, 2022-July 
1, 2022.  Working with an outside 
investor to build Odawa Casino 
Resort Petoskey hotel. Will bring 
information to the Gaming Au-
thority, Tribal Council, and Oda-

“Minutes” continued on page 32.

In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought 
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Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

September 13 Work Session
September 15 Council Meeting
September 27 Work Session
September 29 Council Meeting

October 11 Work Session
October 13 Council Meeting
October 25 Work Session
October 27 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Emily Proctor, Legislative Leader
Marcella Reyes, Secretary
Leroy Shomin, Treasurer
Tamara Kiogima, Councilor
Aaron Otto, Councilor
Melissa Pamp, Councilor
Marty Van De Car, Councilor
Fred Kiogima, Councilor
William Oritz, Councilor
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wa Casino Resort once obtained. 
Attended both the Native Boys 
and Girls Club and the Land and 
Reservation Committee meetings.

Councilor Aaron Otto – Has 
concerns regarding the Indian 
Child Welfare Act and Supreme 
Court decision. Also has concerns 
over the MCOLES resolution and 
a possible state review. This could 
impact the Tribe’s sovereignty.

Councilor Melissa Pamp – At-
tended the Native Boys and Girls 
Club meeting. Reached out to 
Denise Petoskey as the Human 
Resources Director (Legisla-
tive employee evaluations), and 
as a Gaming Authority Board 
Member (questions). Will be ad-
dressing Tribal Council at the 
next Work Session scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 26, 2022 in regards 
to all charters/boards having 
one unique email address versus 
members utilizing their own per-
sonal emails.

Legislative Leader Emily Proc-
tor – Would like to schedule an 
Indian Child Welfare Act presen-
tation with Kathryn Fort, Michi-
gan State University Director of 
Indian Law Clinic, to discuss what 
is happening locally and nation-
wide. More details to follow.

Secretary Marcella Reyes – No 
additional report

 Treasurer Leroy Shomin – No 
additional report

 Councilor Marty Van De Car 
– No report

Motion made by Treasurer 
Leroy Shomin and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ac-
knowledge receipt of Councilor 
William Ortiz, Councilor Aaron 
Otto, Councilor Melissa Pamp, 
and Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor’s verbal report for July 14, 
2022.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima) Motion carried.

Legislative Office Reports:
Tribal Historic Preservation 

Officer – No report
Office of Finance and Revenue 

- Senior Financial Analyst
Office Update
Corporate Charters and/or 

Board Updates:
Tribal Burial Board, Inc. – No 

report
Odawa Economic Develop-

ment Management, Inc. – No re-
port

Odawa Economic Affairs Hold-
ing Corporation – No report

Ziibimijwang, Inc. – No report
Gaming Authority – No report
11:00 a.m. General Counsel
i. Post Reservation Litigation 

Discussion
ii. Closed Session for Confiden-

tial Business
11:19 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor William Ortiz and 
supported by Councilor Melissa 
Pamp to Enter in Closed Session 
for Confidential Business Matters.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima) Motion carried.

11:37 a.m. Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima returns

11:47 a.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Aaron Otto and sup-
ported by Councilor William Or-
tiz to Return to Open Session.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 1 - Absent (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima) Motion carried.

Public Comment:
11:50 a.m. Opens
Rachael Koepp shared the 

Education Departments Movie 
Night is this Friday and Saturday 
night. The Ribbon Skirt class is 
completely filled. There will be a 
benefit fundraiser for Miss Odawa 
scheduled for Friday, August 12, 
2022 at the Government Complex 
Commons Area. Time to be de-
termined. Would appreciate any 

kind of donation to support Miss 
Odawa.  The recognition of grad-
uating high school and/or college 
will be held at the Traditional Pow 
Wow in September.

11:57 a.m. Closed
General Counsel discussion re-

sumes.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Councilor Fred Kiogima to ac-
knowledge receipt of General 
Counsel Jim Bransky’s verbal re-
port for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent 

Motion carried.
Senior Financial Analyst dis-

cussion resumes
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Councilor Fred Kiogima to ac-
knowledge receipt of Sr Financial 
Analyst Rachel Cope’s verbal re-
port for July 14, 2022.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried.
Legislative Office Manager – 

No report
1:02 p.m. Break
1:18 p.m. Meeting resumes
Tribal Council Action Items:
1:19 p.m. Councilor Tamara 

Kiogima returns
Motion made by Councilor 

Fred Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Marty Van De Car to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 071422-01 Designation and As-
signment of Monroe Street, Peto-
skey, Michigan to the Executive.

Vote: 7 - Yes, 2 - No (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima, Councilor Aar-
on Otto), 0 - Abstained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Fred Kiogima and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to ap-
prove CERTIFIED MOTION # 
071422-02 Approval of Site Plan 
for the Development of Tiny 
Homes at Monroe Street, Petos-
key, Michigan.

Vote: 2 - Yes, 7 - No (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima, Councilor Wil-
liam Ortiz, Councilor Aaron Otto, 
Councilor Melissa Pamp, Coun-
cilor Marty Van De Car, Treasurer 
Leroy Shomin, Secretary Marcella 
Reyes), 0 - Abstained, 0 - Absent 
Motion fails.

Motion made by Councilor 
Fred Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ap-
prove CERTIFIED MOTION # 
071422-03 Approval of Lease with 
Scenic Farms, LLC. For the Med-
icaid-Only Clinic.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 1 - No (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima), 0 - Abstained, 
0 - Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported by 
Councilor Aaron Otto to approve 
CERTIFIED MOTION # 071422-
04 Rescinding the May 19, 2022 
Tribal Council Motion to over-
ride the Executive Veto of Waga-
nakising Odawak Statute Odawa 
Economic Affairs Holding Cor-
poration.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Fred Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ap-
prove the Energy Improvement 
Program Regulations REG-WOS 
2021-014 07142022-001. 

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported 
by Councilor Fred Kiogima to 
acknowledge receipt of the Ex-
ecutive Nomination of Michele 
Portman-LaCount for the Zoning 
Board of Appeals and set up an 
interview.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Marty Van De Car and supported 
by Councilor Fred Kiogima to ap-
prove Councilor William Ortiz to 
attend the 2020 Consent Decree 
Negotiations meeting set for Au-
gust 2022 at the Bay Mills Resort 
and Casino’s Horizon’s Confer-
ence Center in Brimley, MI.

1:49 p.m. Councilor Melissa 
Pamp loses signal 

1:53 p.m. Councilor Melissa 
Pamp returns

Discussion on Councilor Wil-
liam Ortiz travel continued

Vote: 8 - Yes, 1 - No (Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima), 0 - Abstained, 
0 - Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Fred Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Aaron Otto to reap-
point Cathy Bradley to the Gam-
ing Regulatory Commission for a 
3-year term ending July 14, 2025.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Fred Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to reap-
point Linda Keway to the Child 
Welfare Commission for a 3-year 
term ending July 14, 2025.

Vote: 9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Ab-
stained, 0 - Absent

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Marty Van De Car to 
adopt Tribal Resolution Supple-
mental Funding in the Amount 
of $7,000.00 for Detention Costs 
to come from the General Fund-
Fund Balance.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Fred 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor William 
Ortiz-yes, Councilor Aaron Ot-
to-yes, Councilor Melissa Pamp-
yes, Councilor Marty Van De 
Car-yes, Treasurer Leroy Shomin-
yes, Secretary Marcella Reyes-yes, 
Legislative Leader Emily Proc-
tor-yes Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported by 
Councilor Marty Van De Car 
to adopt Tribal Resolution Ap-
propriation of General Funds to 
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians (LTBB) Planning 
Department in the Amount of 
$1,000,000 to Support the IHBG 
Competitive Grants Program FY 
2021 Construction Project.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Fred 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor William 
Ortiz-yes, Councilor Aaron Ot-
to-yes, Councilor Melissa Pamp-
yes, Councilor Marty Van De 
Car-yes, Treasurer Leroy Shomin-
yes, Secretary Marcella Reyes-yes, 
Legislative Leader Emily Proc-
tor-yes Motion carried.

Other Items of Business: None
Public Comment:
2:01 p.m. Opens
No public comments
2:04 p.m. Closed
Adjournment:
2:04 p.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Fred Kiogima and sup-
ported by Councilor Marty Van 
De Car to adjourn.

Vote: 8 - Yes, 1 - No (Council-
or Aaron Otto), 0 - Abstained, 0 
- Absent Motion carried.

Next Scheduled Meeting:
Thursday, July 28, 2022 at 9:00 

a.m. in Council Chambers and 
via Zoom

These Minutes have been read 
and are approved as corrected.

Marcella R. Reyes, Tribal Coun-
cil Secretary             Date

Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor 

Springs, MI 49740
Tribal Council Meeting Minutes

July 28, 2022
In person and via ZOOM

Call to Order: 9:08 a.m.
Closed Session: yes
Opening Ceremony:  Melissa 

Wiatrolik 
Roll call: Councilor Fred Kiogi-

ma, Councilor Aaron Otto, Coun-
cilor William Ortiz, Councilor 
Melissa Pamp, Councilor Marty 
Van De Car, Secretary Marcella 
Reyes, Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor 

Absent at time of roll call: 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima, Trea-
surer Leroy Shomin 

Legislative Office Staff: Leg-
islative Office Manager Michele 
Portman-LaCount, Sr Financial 
Analyst Rachel Cope, Tribal His-
toric Preservation Officer Melissa 
Wiatrolik 

Executive Officials and Staff: 
Executive Director Daugherty 
“Duffy” Johnson, WOCTEP 
Administrative Assistant Mary 
Schneider, Natural Resources 
Department Office Coordina-
tor Debra Smithkey-Browne, 
Chief Financial Officer Carrie 
Carlson, Internal Audit Manag-
er Dan Pierzynowski, Executive 
Administrative Assistant Lakota 
Worthington, Planning Director 
Amanda Swiss, Planning Depart-
ment Assistant Shari Temple, HR 
Generalist Ashley Davis, Human 
Resources Director Denise Peto-
skey, Executive Assistant Kerstine 
Omey

Judicial Officials and Staff: none
Corporate Charters: Odawa 

Economic Affairs Holding Corpo-
ration Executive Director Shanna 
Shananaquet, Gaming Authority: 
Denise Petoskey, Kevin Gasco

Public: Doug Emery, Patrick 
Anthony, Brian Anthony

Invited Guest: Odawa Casino 
Resort: Director of Property Op-
erations Barry Laughlin, Finance 
Director Roger Borton with 
guests Bob Berg and Bob Pulte of 
Howard Property Partners LLC

9:10 a.m. Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima arrived.

Motion made by Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Fred Kiogima to adopt 
the Agenda of July 28, 2022 as 
amended.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin) Motion carries.

Motion made by Secretary 
Marcella Reyes and supported 
by Councilor Tamara Kiogima to 
dedicate this meeting in honor 
of the following Tribal Citizen(s) 
who have walked on: Richard 
Shomin-ba and Frank Francis-ba.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin) Motion carries. 

Review and Approve Minutes 
of July 14, 2022:

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to ap-
prove the minutes of July 14, 2022 
as presented.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin) Motion carries.

Introduction of new Tribal 
Government Employees:

Lisa Wells – Youth Academic/
Cultural Program Specialist – 
Youth Services

Dan Monhollon – Seasonal 
Fisheries Research Technician – 
Natural Resources

Special Mention of new posi-
tions (Not attending) Human Re-
sources Generalist Ashley Davis 
updated 

Amanda Weinert – Ishkakim-
ikwe Kinoomagewinan (Teach-
ings of the Earth) Coordinator 
(Transfer)

Angie Woodin – SPRING Cur-
riculum Coordinator

Justin Davis – SPRING Data 

Analyst
David Thom Jr. – SPRING 

Youth Activities Organizer Coor-
dinator (Transfer)

Carla Campbell – Medical 
Records Technician (Transfer) – 
Health 

Maya Schlappi – Clinic Front 
Desk Medical Assistant – Health

Executive Oversight Report 
Executive Director Daugherty 

“Duffy” Johnson-Road to Heal-
ing event coming up. On Satur-
day August 13, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Pellston High School with 
Secretary of the U.S. Department 
of the Interior Deb Haaland and 
Assistant Secretary Brian New-
land. 

Waiting for update on Land 
Parcel #153 (Certified Motion on 
agenda)

Motion made by Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor Melissa Pamp to 
acknowledge receipt of the verbal 
and written Executive Oversight 
Report as presented by Execu-
tive Director Daugherty “Duffy” 
Johnson for July 28, 2022.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin) Motion carries.

9:58 a.m. Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin arrived.

Tribal Council Officer Reports
Legislative Leader Report
10:23 a.m. Break
10:40 a.m. Return to open ses-

sion
10:42 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor William Ortiz and 
supported by Councilor Melissa 
Pamp to go into closed session for 
personnel

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries

11:44 a.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp and sup-
ported by Councilor Tamara Ki-
ogima to return to open session.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries

11:45 a.m. Public Comment 
opened: No comments

11:50 a.m. Public Comment 
closed.

Motion made by Secretary 
Marcella Reyes and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ac-
knowledge receipt of Legislative 
Leader Emily Proctor’s verbal and 
written report for July 28, 2022.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to 
acknowledge receipt of the draft 
Legislative Branch Personnel Poli-
cies Handbook as reviewed by the 
Human Resources Director De-
nise Petoskey.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries

Tribal Council Member Re-
ports:

Councilor Fred Kiogima-no 
report

Councilor Tamara Kiogi-
ma-updated at Tribal Council July 
26, 2022 Work Session the topic of 
Native Boys and Girls Club.

Councilor William Ortiz – 
Closed Session Requested for 
Casino Hotel project update with 
Gaming Authority and Casino 
Management

Councilor Aaron Otto – no re-
port

Councilor Melissa Pamp – no 
report

Legislative Leader Emily Proc-
tor – no additions

Secretary Marcella Reyes 
-reached out to Cottingham and 
Butler and Michael Garrow for-
mer LTBB Treasury Director re-
garding the Crime Renewal Poli-
cy; received communication from 
Odawa Economic Affairs Holding 
Corporation Executive Direc-
tor regarding “Lollypop” parcel 
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and new business for today; also   
shared with Land and Reservation 
Committee parcel information re-
ceived.

Treasurer Leroy Shomin – did 
not reach out the John Link yet, 
did reach out to Sr Financial Ana-
lyst Rachel Cope regarding Crime 
Renewal Policy coverage amount 
needed to reduce our premium.

Councilor Marty Van De Car - 
no report

Motion made by Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor Melissa Pamp to 
acknowledge receipt of Council-
or Tamara Kiogima, Councilor 
William Ortiz, Secretary Mar-
cella Reyes, and Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin’s verbal reports for July 
28, 2022.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries.

Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officer update

Motion Secretary Marcella 
Reyes made by Secretary Marcella 
Reyes and supported by Council-
or Tamara Kiogima to acknowl-
edge receipt of Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer Melissa Wi-
atrolik’s verbal and written report 
for July 28, 2022.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Treasurer Leroy 
Shomin) Motion carries.

1:17 p.m. Lunch Break 
2:10 p.m. Meeting resumed, 

Councilor Fred Kiogima absent
Secretary Report
Documents Delivered and 

signed by the Executive:
-Tribal Resolution # 071422-01 

Support of MITLEA Tribal Law 
Enforcement Initiative Presenta-
tion to MCOLES.

-Tribal Resolution # 071422-
02 Supplemental Funding in the 
Amount of $7,000.00 to Pay De-
tention Costs to come from the 
General Fund-Fund Balance.

-Tribal Resolution # 071422-03 
Appropriation of General Funds 
to the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians (LTBB) Planning 
Department in the Amount of 
$1,000,000 to Support the IHBG 
Competitive Grants Program FY 
2021 Construction Project.

Vetoes (a vote of Tribal Coun-
cil to override a veto shall occur 
within 90-days of the veto): None 

Phone Polls passed by Tribal 
Council: 

07/20/22 Reason for Phone 
Poll: Motion to approve CERTI-
FIED MOTION Authorization 
of Purchase of Land Parcel #153 
in the Amount of $875,000.00 to 
come from the Restricted Funds 
of the Reserved Account set aside 
in Tribal Resolution # 051922-01.

Phone Poll Vote: 7 Yes, 1 No 
(Treasurer Leroy Shomin), 0 Ab-
stained, 1 Absent (Councilor Me-
lissa Pamp) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima to acknowledge re-
ceipt of Secretary Marcella Reyes’ 
verbal and written report as

provided on the agenda for July 
28, 2022.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Councilor Fred Kiogi-
ma) Motion carries.

Treasurer Report - Appropria-
tions and Finance Committee

Last Meeting: July 19, 2022
(Motions made at Appropri-

ations and Finance Committee 
Meeting):

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to rec-
ommend to Tribal Council to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-01 Request for Funding 
from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs P.L. 93-638 Annual Funding 
Agreement, Law Enforcement 
Annual Contract FY 2023.

3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent

Motion carries.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to rec-
ommend to Tribal Council to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-02 Request for Funding 
from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs P.L. 93-638 Annual Funding 
Agreement, Consolidated Tribal 
Government Programs Annual 
Contract FY 2023.

3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent
Motion carries.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to rec-
ommend to Tribal Council to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-03 Request for Funding 
from the Indian Health Service 
Annual Funding Agreement FY 
2023.

3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent
Motion carries.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to rec-
ommend to Tribal Council to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-04 Request for Funding 
from the Food and Nutrition Ser-
vice, Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
FY 2023.

3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent
Motion carries.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to rec-
ommend to Tribal Council ap-
prove CERTIFIED MOTION # 
072822-05 Request for Funding 
from the State of Michigan, De-
partment of Health & Human 
Services, Child Care Fund FY 
2023 In Home Services: Human 
Services Component.

3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent
Motion carries.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Secretary Marcella Reyes to rec-
ommend to Tribal Council to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-06 Request for Fund-
ing from the State of Michigan, 
Department of Health & Human 
Services, Child Care Fund FY 
2023 In Home Services: Tribal 
Court Component.

3-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 0-absent
Motion carries.
Phone Polls passed by Appro-

priations and Finance Committee: 
07/27/22 Reason for Phone Poll: 

Motion to recommend to Tribal 
Council to approve CERTIFIED 
MOTION # 072822-08 Request for 
Funding from the Affordable Hous-
ing Program (AHP).

Phone Poll Vote: 3 Yes, 0 No, 0 
Abstained, 0 Absent  
Motion carried.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, August 
16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in Council 
Chambers and via Zoom.

Motion made by Secretary 
Marcella Reyes and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Appro-
priations and Finance Committee 
verbal and written report as pro-
vided on the agenda by Treasurer 
Leroy Shomin, Committee Chair 
for July 28, 2022.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Councilor Fred Kiogi-
ma)  Motion carries.

 Land and Reservation Com-
mittee Report

Last Meeting: July 8, 2022
(Motions made at Land and 

Reservation Committee Meeting 
were presented to Tribal Council 
at their 07/14/2022 meeting.)

-Phone Polls passed by Land 
and Reservation Committee: 
None

-Next Meeting: Friday, August 
5, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. in Council 
Chambers and via Zoom

2:12 p.m. Councilor Fred Ki-
ogima arrived.

Motion made by Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor William Ortiz to 
acknowledge receipt of the Land 
and Reservation Committee ver-
bal report as provided on the 
agenda by Councilor Aaron Otto, 
Committee Chairperson for July 
28, 2022.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries

2:17 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima and 
supported by Councilor Fred Ki-
ogima to enter into closed session 
for confidential business.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries.

3:09 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp and sup-
ported by Councilor Tamara Ki-
ogima to return to open session.

Vote: 9-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
0-absent Motion carries.

3:11 p.m. Public Comment 
opened.

Melissa Pamp spoke regarding 
attending at Red Dress Special at 
the Saginaw-Chippewa Powwow 
this weekend.

Brian Anthony spoke regarding 
Housing Commission attendance 
and was not impressed that Tribal 
Councils could not show up for 
their own meeting. Would like 
this addressed.

3:12 p.m. Legislative Leader 
Emily Proctor left the meeting.

3:14 p.m. Public closed
Odawa Economic Affairs Hold-

ing Corporation reports contin-
ues

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported 
by Councilor Aaron Otto to ac-
knowledge receipt of Odawa Eco-
nomic Affairs Holding Corpora-
tion Executive Director Shanna 
Shananaquet verbal update for 
July 28, 2022.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries

Legislative Office Reports:
Office of Finance and Revenue 

- Senior Financial Analyst
Office Update
Corporate Charters and/or 

Board Updates:
-Odawa Economic Affairs 

Holding Corporation – Confiden-
tial Business

-Tribal Burial Board, Inc.
-Odawa Economic Develop-

ment Management, Inc.
-Ziibimijwang, Inc.
-Gaming Authority – Gaming 

Authority/Odawa Casino Resort 
written June 2022 Monthly Report

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to ac-
knowledge receipt of Sr Financial 
Analyst Rachel Cope’s verbal and 
written report for July 28, 2022.

8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstained, 1-ab-
sent (Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor) Motion carries.

otion made by Councilor Me-
lissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Gaming 
Authority/Odawa Casino Resort 
June 2022 Monthly Report dated 
July 20, 2022.

7-yes, 0-no, 1-abstain (Coun-
cilor Marty Van De Car), 1-absent 
(Legislative Leader Emily Proctor 

Motion carries.
General Counsel
Motion made by Councilor 

Tamara Kiogima and support-
ed by Councilor Aaron Otto to 
acknowledge receipt of General 
Counsel Jim Bransky’s written re-
port for July 28, 2022.

8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 1-absent 
(Legislative Leader Emily Proc-
tor) Motion carries.

4:16 p.m. Break
4:29 p.m. Meeting resumed
Legislative Office Manager
Motion made by Council-

or Melissa Pamp and supported 

by Councilor Aaron Otto to ac-
knowledge receipt of Legislative 
Office Manager Michele Port-
man-LaCount’s verbal and writ-
ten report for July 28, 2022.

8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 1-absent 
(Legislative Leader Emily Proc-
tor) Motion carries.

Tribal Council Action Items:
Motion made by Councilor 

Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ap-
prove CERTIFIED MOTION # 
072822-01 Request for Funding 
from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs P.L. 93-638 Annual Funding 
Agreement, Law Enforcement 
Annual Contract FY 2023.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-02 Request for Funding 
from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs P.L. 93-638 Annual Funding 
Agreement, Consolidated Tribal 
Government Programs Annual 
Contract FY 2023.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to ap-
prove CERTIFIED MOTION # 
072822-03 Request for Funding 
from the Indian Health Service 
Annual Funding Agreement FY 
2023.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-04 Request for Funding 
from the Food and Nutrition Ser-
vice, Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) 
FY 2023.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to ap-
prove CERTIFIED MOTION # 
072822-05 Request for Funding 
from the State of Michigan, De-
partment of Health & Human 
Services, Child Care Fund FY 
2023 In Home Services: Human 
Services Component.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor Melissa Pamp to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-06 Request for Fund-
ing from the State of Michigan, 
Department of Health & Human 
Services, Child Care Fund FY 
2023 In Home Services: Tribal 
Court Component.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by and support-
ed by to approve CERTIFIED 
MOTION # 072822-08 Request 
for Funding from the Affordable 
Housing Program (AHP).

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ap-
prove Enrollment List A – Eligi-
ble for Citizenship dated July 21, 
2022 for a total of six (6).

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor Melissa Pamp   to 
approve Enrollment List B – Dec-

lination (Ineligible) dated July 21, 
2022 for a total of three (3).

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ac-
cept the Executive Nomination of 
William Jakeway for the Assistant 
Tribal Prosecutor and set up an 
interview.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported 
by Councilor Aaron Otto to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Execu-
tive Nomination of Susan Dobrich 
to serve as a temporary associate 
Tribal Court Judge in accordance 
with the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians Constitution, 
Article IX Judicial (J) (2) and set 
up an interview.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported 
by  Councilor Melissa Pamp to 
schedule a Special Regular Tribal 
Council Work Session on August 
18, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. to review 
the following Statutes: 2020-010 
Marriage and 2008-007 Disso-
lution of Marriage; and as time 
allows: 2015-013 Amendment 
to 2008-007 Dissolution of Mar-
riage; 2015-010 Paternity and 
Custody; 2022-001 Child Protec-
tion, 2022-005 Vulnerable Elder 
and Adult, or Incapacitated Adult 
Protection, Guardianship and 
Conservatorship, 2021-003 Inter-
im Criminal Code-Amended by 
2021-003, 2021-005 Amendment 
to 2021-003 Interim Criminal 
Code, 2021-015 Grandparent and 
Grandchild Visitation Statute, 
2015-005 Victims Rights, 2007-
011 Juvenile Justice, 2011-003 
Probate Small Estate.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ap-
point Dexter McNamara to the 
Gaming Authority for a 4-year 
term ending July 28, 2026.

Vote: 4-yes, 2-no (Treasurer 
Leroy Shomin, Secretary Mar-
cella Reyes), 2-abstain (Coun-
cilor Marty Van De Car, Fred 
Kiogima)-abstain, 1 absent (Leg-
islative Leader Emily Proctor) 
Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 
Councilor William Ortiz to ap-
point Alice Hughes to the Elders 
Commission for a 4-year term 
ending July 28, 2026.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to reap-
point Melvin L. Kiogima to the 
Gaming Regulatory Commission 
for a 3-year term ending July 28, 
2025.

Vote: 6-yes, 0-no, 2-abstain 
(Councilor Marty Van De Car, 
Councilor Fred Kiogima), 1-ab-
sent Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to reap-
point Michele Portman-LaCount 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals 
Commission for a 3-year term 
ending July 28, 2025.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp and supported by 

“Minutes” continued from page 32.
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Councilor Aaron Otto to repost 
LEG-304 Odawa Economic Af-
fairs Holding Corporation for 25-
days.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
William Ortiz and supported 
by Councilor Aaron Otto to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Little 
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians Department of Kiikaajik, 
Emergency Fuel and Utility As-
sistance Regulations REG-WOS 
2015-008 072522-001-C.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Aaron Otto and supported by 
Councilor Tamara Kiogima to 
acknowledge receipt of the Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 

Indians Department of Kikaajik, 
Food and Utility Appropriation 
Allowance Regulations REG-
WOS 2015-008 072522-001.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Motion made by Councilor 
Tamara Kiogima and supported 
by Councilor Melissa Pamp to 
approve CERTIFIED MOTION 
# 072822-07 Designation and As-
signment of 1431 U.S. 31 N. Hwy 
Petoskey, MI, 3202 Pickerel Lake 
Rd. Petoskey, MI and 1483 U.S. 31 
N Hwy Petoskey, Michigan 

Vote: 7-yes, 1-no (Councilor 
Aaron Otto) 1-absent (Legislative 
Leader Emily Proctor)

Motion carries.
Motion made by Councilor 

William Ortiz and supported by 
Councilor Aaron Otto to adopt 
Tribal Resolution: Ad-Hoc Board-
ing School Healing Committee.

Roll call vote: Councilor Fred 
Kiogima-no, Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima-no, Councilor Aaron 
Otto-no, Councilor William Or-
tiz-no, Councilor Melissa Pamp-
no, Councilor Marty Van De Car-
no, Treasurer Leroy Shomin-no, 
Secretary Marcella Reyes-no, Leg-
islative Leader Emily Proctor-ab-
sent Motion fails.

5:45 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor Aaron Otto and sup-
ported by Councilor Fred Kiogi-
ma to adjourn.

Vote: 8-yes, 0-no, 0-abstain, 
1-absent (Legislative Leader Em-
ily Proctor) Motion carries.

Next Scheduled Meeting:
Thursday, August 11, 2022 

at 9:00 a.m. in person and via 
Zoom

These Minutes have been read 
and are approved as corrected.

Marcella R. Reyes, Tribal 
Council Secretary  Date

“Minutes” continued from page 33.
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lacrosse speed shot, basketball shot and softball 
throw; silver medals in fitness circuit and jump 
rope; and a bronze medal in long jump). Enjoys 
watching Netflix, having a clean room and stay-
ing fit. 

Family: Parents, Angelina Raphael (Odawa, 
Purchased Referred Care Benefits Coordinator 
and jingle dress dancer) and Jordan Anderson 
(Table Games Supervisor and Volunteer Fire-
fighter); and twin brothers, Alex, 7, (a fancy 
dancer) and Landon (forever two months old 
dancing in the spirit world). 

Dance Experience: Started pow wow danc-
ing at the age of one (has danced traditional, 
jingle dress and fancy shawl; has danced fancy 
shawl for the last eight years). Rhythmic/gym-
nastics (2012-2015), Ballet (2014) and Pow Wow 
Dance Class (2022). 

About Her Dancing: “I dance for those who 
cannot dance and for relatives watching me from 
the spirit world. I dance at contest, traditional 
and mini pow wows. I dance at other events such 
as the Missing Murdered Indigenous People’s 
Day and was featured in a Leelanau Enterprise 
article about the event. I am currently helping 
my mom design my new beadwork and shawls.” 

What She Hopes to Accomplish as Junior 
Miss Odawa Nation: “I would like to accom-
plish being a leader to my fellow youth and fol-
low through with my indigenous name, Leading 
Feather (given to her by Harlen Downwind-ba). 
I will do this by having a positive attitude, keep-
ing good grades and staying active in sports. 
Most importantly, I will continue to say no to 
vaping. My mom told me last year when enter-
ing middle school, anyone around vaping will 
be guilty by association. We worked hard on 
saying no. I let friends know you can be brave 

and say no and you can quit to those who make 
that choice. I come from a family that walks the 
red road proudly and I do the same. I will rep-
resent Junior Miss Odawa Nation in a good way 
with love, honesty, truth and wisdom at pow 
wows and events, at home, at school and with my 
friends. I will honor the crown with bravery and 
with humility and grace. I will wear it proudly 
and respectfully. You dance with it in regalia and 
attend events proudly with honor; as a princess, 
you are a leader among other Native girls.”

Catherine Crowley: “One story I would 
like to share exemplifies Ava perfectly and is a 
personal one for me. Most people know my 
daughter, Miana, is a special needs child who has 
been part of my family since birth. We attend-
ed an event called Leelanau Uncaged. Miana is 
autistic, nonverbal with multiple disabilities and 
cognitive delays. Miana also loves to dance jin-
gle. In the event, we dressed to participate in the 
tribe’s contribution of dance presentation. Once 
the song began, Ava came over to Miana, took 
her hand, and brought her out into the circle to 
dance with her. NO ONE besides myself or close 
family members have brought Miana into the 
circle before. This young lady, around 10 (I’m 
guessing) at the time, took it upon herself to 
make sure Miana was included and contributed 
to the dance portion of our program. Her action, 
without prompting, touched this mama’s heart to 
the core, and brought tears to my eyes. To wit-
ness Ava including my daughter and escorting 
her into the arena was something I didn’t think 
I would ever experience. I believe Ava will repre-
sent her title in the best way, with a good heart, 
integrity and with a promise to the future of our 
tribal nations.”

Photo by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist Wendy 
Congdon.

executive producer and direc-
tor of the video, took home a 
third place 2022 Telly Award 
for the video of “Gershwin’s 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’  featuring 
Anthony Patterson-pianist” 
he did with a team of videog-
raphers and the orchestra last 
year. 

“We did this video with 
the orchestra under Rog-
er Tallman’s company called 
Creative i,” said Jordan.

“We shot the video with 
the orchestra at Bay View’s 
John M. Hall Auditorium 
and it was of their live perfor-
mances of the song,” he said. 

The Telly Awards was 
founded in 1979 to honor ex-
cellence in local, regional and 
cable television commercials 
with non-broadcast video and 
television programming add-
ed shortly after. The awards 

also now include digital video, 
including virtual reality and 
web series. 

The awards annually 
showcase  the best work  cre-
ated within television and 
across video, for all screens, 
and receives over 12,000 en-
tries from all 50 states and 
five continents.

Jordan took third place 
in the general, non-broadcast 
category. 

His role in the video was 
to coordinate four other cam-
era operators, a total of 12 
cameras and a switchboard 
to seamlessly transition from 
one camera angle to the next. 

Jordan also edited the 
video as he does with his own 
live stream and media pro-
duction company Alpine Me-
dia. Over the last few years, 
Jordan has grown his busi-
ness substantially, doing video 

work for Crooked Tree Arts 
Center, Bear Creek Organic 
Farm, The Woods dispensa-
ry, the Blissfest Music Festival 
and more. 

“I think the award is just 
so cool,” he said.

“It’s the first time that 
I have really ever been rec-
ognized like this for a video. 
It’s just so cool, especially 
that this is a national award. 
I never expected to win any-
thing. I’ve had people reach-
ing out to me recently telling 
me that the award cements 
what ‘they’ve known all along.’ 
That’s priceless.”

The others included in 
the award are Tallman, who 
acted as the director, and four 
other cameramen, including 
John Richardson, Zack Smith, 
Gabe Donovan and Dylan 
Tallman. 

Courtesy photo.

“Telly Award” continued from page 1.
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We are pleased to an-
nounce the following grant 
applicants have been award-
ed funding from the Native 
American Agriculture Fund: 

Steve Bailey, Bailey Farms, 
LLC 

Monica Cady, Ojibwe 
Apothecary 

Michelle Carrick, Carrick 
Family Farms, LLC 

Virginia Fields, Charlev-
oix Community Garden 

Casey Hinkson, Hinkson 
Homegrown, LLC 

John Keshick, Sunset Bay 
Fishery 

Yvonne Keshick, Quill 
Artist 

Abigail Mikolowski, Mi-
kolowski Farms, LLC 

Sally Rook, Two-Thunder 
Gardens 

Mark Shananaquet, Na-
tive Cultivations, LLC 

Paul Smith, First Catch 
Jonathan Stafford, Staf-

ford Country Acres 
Christopher Standard, 

American Guinea Hog Farm 
Aaron, Cole & Kyle 

Tadgerson’s Fishing 

Elizabeth M. Vansickle, 
Hager Creek Sugar Bush 

Darrell James Wagner, 
Wagner’s Simply Superior 
Farm 

Congratulations to all!
We received so many 

great applications and wish 
we could have funded them 
all. More grants will be issued 
next year, so please apply again 
if you did not receive a grant 
this time. 

Thank you for your in-
terest in the Northern Shores 
Community Development, 
Inc. FARM Program.

Courtesy graphics. 
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Perez started a painting business.

Perez bought the food truck for her, so she 
could jump into the business after putting it off 
for other ventures. She’s since pumped $20,000 
into it and has plans for further investments such 
as purchasing a second truck and obtaining li-
censing to sell prepared wild game. 

Mejia’s friend, Jessica Jimenez, said it’s diffi-
cult to find time to hang out with Mejia, so she 
booked her to plan a birthday party and cater 
it. She hired Mejia because her friend did party 
planning as a side job while the restaurant busi-
ness grew. 

“At least, I know it’ll be good. I try to support 
my friends in the community as much as I can,” 
Jimenez said.

Mejia participated in Lansing Economic 
Area Partnership’s  March 2022 cohort of  One 
and All entrepreneurial program. The program’s 
focused on pairing  underserved communities 
which fall below a certain income threshold with 
resources to launch their entrepreneurial careers.

Jose Aste, of Tantay Peruvian Cuisine, men-
tored Mejia and has helped guide her toward 
grant opportunities and connections with other 
people in the business field. She is awaiting a li-
cense to cook in  Allen Neighborhood Center’s 
Accelerator Kitchen, which will give her the 
space to conduct more pop-ups and possibly cul-
tural events.

About That Cultural Center
Mejia’s goal with the truck is to make her 

four grandchildren proud to be Native Ameri-
can. 

“I’m never gonna know until I’m dead and 
gone, when my grandkids are laying tobacco and 

praying to me and appreciating me,” she said. 
“That’s when I’ll know I did a good job and I 
made it.”

Mejia said the nearest Native American cen-
ter is the Nokomis Cultural Center in Okemos, 
MI, but that can be too far for elderly Natives in 
Lansing, MI, who can’t drive.

She also wants to create a center in the city 
for younger people to learn basket weaving, how 
and why certain ceremonies are done, dances 
and attire. 

“We really need a center because these 
kids, this generation right here, doesn’t have any 
teachings, any learnings,” Mejia said.

Her food truck became a place to obtain in-
formation on topics which involve her commu-
nity. On  June 17 when Longest Walk 5 spirit 
walkers  camped outside her home, Mejia used 

her business to educate customers on the walk 
and raised funds for walkers.  

Beside serving her Native American com-
munity, Mejia is focused on her restaurant be-
ing a philanthropic vehicle for other people. 
She raised money for a friend’s medical expenses, 
served free food to those at  Loaves and Fishes’ 
homeless shelter, and took part in many other 
community activities.

Eventually, Mejia hopes all her work will pay 
off and the community will  break ground on a 
center for her people. Plans for a location and 
other details haven’t been worked out, but Meija 
says it will work out in time.

“Everybody needs somebody at some point 
in time, so at this point, that’s her,” Jimenez said. 
“She’s standing up for her people.”

The photographs appear courtesy of the Lan-
sing State Journal.

“Food Truck” continued from page 1.
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Happy 77th birthday 
to the Brassy Lady on Sep-
tember 6. Your resiliency has 
been tested the last few years, 
but you’ve always taken care 
of your family. We are forev-
er grateful for your strength. 
Here’s to many more years of 
adventures for you. Love, the 
King and VanDeCar families. 

The Odawa Homecom-
ing Pow Wow Committee 
would like to say miigwetch 
to the LTBB Tribal Council, 
the LTBB Executive Office, the 
LTBB Executive Departments, 
the Odawa Casino Resort, 
Biindigen, Eva Oldman, our 
head staff, our tabulators and 
our volunteers for all of their 
assistance before, during and 
after the 29th Annual Oda-
wa Homecoming Pow Wow. 
Without your assistance, the 
Odawa Homecoming Pow 
Wow would not have been a 
success.     

Birthday

Miigwetch

Jacob “Jake” Daniel 
Boyd, 66

Jacob “Jake” Daniel Boyd, 
66, of Pellston, MI, died Au-
gust 10, 2022 at the McLaren 
Bay Region Hospital in Bay 
City, MI. Jake was born on 
June 4, 1956 in Petoskey, MI, 
the son of Paul and Ila (Boyd) 
Sineway.  Jacob grew up in 
Petoskey, MI, and graduated 
from Petoskey High School 
with the graduating class of 
1974. Jake went to work for his 
father for a time, painting, be-
fore going to work at Glass Al-
ternatives, working there for 
more than 15 years. He then 
went to work in Security at 
Victories Casino in Petoskey, 
MI, continuing that career 
when they moved to their cur-
rent location and became the 
Odawa Casino. Jake retired in 

Walking On...

2020.
Jake loved the out-

doors.  He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, shooting and was an 
avid gun collector.  He was a 
member of the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
where he was a tribal elder.

Jake is survived by his true 
other half and loving com-
panion and caregiver, Bonnie 
Bates; four siblings, Ted (Te) 
Sineway of Petoskey, MI, Eu-
gene Sineway of Pellston, MI, 
Evert Sineway of Alanson, 
MI, and Yvonne Sineway of 
Petoskey, MI; five nieces and 
nephews, Mike Reffner, Paul 
Nanegos, YaLynn Nanegos, 
James Nanegos and Jenny Na-
negos; and by five great nieces 
and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Auntie (Sophie 
Daniels); two brothers, Steven 
and Virgil; and by a nephew, 
Jacob.

Martin “Marty” Joseph 
Van De Car, 58

Martin “Marty” Joseph 
Van De Car, 58, made his jour-
ney home on August 11, 2022 
at Munson Medical Center in 
Traverse City, MI.  

He was born on April 18, 
1964 in Petoskey, MI.

Marty graduated from 
Petoskey High School in 1982, 
started at North Central Mich-
igan College and earned his 
bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science and Government from 
Central Michigan University 
in 1987.  

Marty worked for the Hol-
iday Inn in Petoskey, MI, and 
Traverse City, MI, the Odawa 
Hotel (Director of Hotel Op-
erations) in Petoskey, MI, and 
the Odawa Casino (Surveil-
lance Operator, Community 
Development Manager, Hotel 
Sales Specialist and Commu-
nity Development Coordina-
tor) in Petoskey, MI.

Marty lived a life of ser-
vice in his tribal community of 
the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians, serving on 
the Tribal Council and the 
Election Board and volunteer-
ing on the Sovereignty Day 
Celebration Committee and 
the Odawa Homecoming Pow 
Wow Committee. He regularly 
attended tribal events and was 
known for driving the shuttle 
at the annual Odawa Home-
coming Pow Wow. 

Marty was an ambassador, 

Walking On...
strengthening the relationship between his tribe 
and the greater communities. He built connec-
tions and lasting relationships in all communi-
ties. He served on the Petoskey Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Harbor Springs Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the Mackinaw City 
Chamber of Commerce. He was honored with 
the Petoskey Regional Chamber of Commerce’s 
Community Enthusiast award in 2017.

Marty was a member of the Northern Mich-
igan Ottawa Association and the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians.

Marty loved people dearly and people loved 
him dearly. He always had a smile on his face and 
had kind words for everyone. His positive out-
look on life was infectious and he could always 
make you laugh. He was compassionate and car-
ing and always willing to help anyone. He left this 
world a better place and touched so many lives in 
a positive way.

Marty enjoyed life, attending tribal and 
non-tribal events, dining with the “Old Broads 
Club,” golfing, watching sports, keeping the 
tribal community informed through Facebook, 
sharing his humor on Facebook, attending pow 
wows, doing medical transportation for his fam-
ily members and spending time with his family, 
friends and “work wives.”  

He was preceded in death by his grand-
parents, Mary (Kenoshmeg) and Martin King, 
Sr.; Mary (Wright) and Charles VanDeCar, Sr.; 

mother, Sarah (King) VanDeCar; uncles, Richard 
King, and Martin King, Jr., cousin, David King, 
and numerous others. Survivors include sisters, 
Kathy and Annette VanDeCar; father, Charles 
VanDeCar, Jr.; aunts, Rose Smalley, Donna 
(Alan) Russell, Cora Grody and Ann VanDeCar; 
uncles, Dennis King, Frank (Katie) King, Bill 
VanDeCar, Bob VanDeCar and Carl VanDeCar; 
cousins, Marie (Norm Blumke) Newman, John 
(Liz) Kenoshmeg, Sr., Cindy (Bill) Schuyler; 
close friends, Lila Bertram and Michael Bodjiak; 
and numerous cousins and friends.
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