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What’s Inside

By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

Before we embark on 2008, I
thought it would be interesting to re-
flect on 2007’s significant events. 

The following significant events
are listed in no particular order.  

LTBB and the Greater Com-
munity Big Read Project 2007

The National Endowment for
the Arts (NEA) awarded LTBB a
$20,000 grant for the Big Read ini-
tiative. LTBB was one of 72 commu-
nities selected nationwide, one of
three communities selected in Michi-
gan and the only Indian tribe se-
lected. LTBB and the Greater
Community Big Read Project 2007
ran from January to June. The Big
Read initiative provides citizens the
opportunity to read and discuss a sin-
gle book with their communities.
LTBB chose To Kill a Mockingbird by
Harper Lee because of its socioeco-
nomic, intergenerational and racial is-
sues. Programming was held March
through June. LTBB and its numer-
ous community partners gave away
approximately 1,800 paperback
copies of the book at the various ac-
tivities. 

Construction Projects
LTBB embarked on three major

construction projects in 2007. The
tribe constructed the $143 million
Odawa Casino Resort in Petoskey,
MI, the $400,000 community center
at Wah-Wahs-Noo-Da-Ke housing
project in Harbor Springs, MI, and
the $80,000 pavilion on the Osborne
Road property in Readmond Town-
ship, MI. A stop light will be con-
structed at the corner of Lears Road
and Cemetery Road by the entrance
to Odawa Casino Resort. 

Odawa Casino Resort
After 16 months of construc-

tion, Odawa Casino Resort opened
to the public on June 20 after a soft
opening ceremony. Tribal elders cut
the red ribbons before LTBB Tribal
Citizens entered the new facility.
Odawa Casino Resort’s grand open-
ing was held July 25. As part of the
grand opening festivities, Bill Cosby
headlined two shows on July 25 in
Ovation Hall, which seats 1,000 the-
ater-style and 500 banquet-style.
With the opening of the 300,000-
square foot facility, Odawa Casino
Resort became Petoskey’s second-
largest employer with more than 900
team members. The facility features

1,500 slot machines, 30 table games,
six poker tables, the O Zone night
club that opened on June 28, the
Quill Box (a gift shop), the Ren-
dezvous Lounge, Waas-No-De’ buf-
fet, Copper Café, Sage Restaurant,
Ovation Hall, high stakes gaming
rooms and a VIP Players Lounge. The
facility is open 24 hours a day. 

Old Holy Childhood of Jesus
School Building Demolished

A Native American ceremonial
closing of the Holy Childhood of
Jesus School was held on June 30 in
Harbor Springs. Former students re-
called painful and happy memories of
attending the school. Kateri Walker,
who attended the school from 1970-
1971, started a movement to save the
building. On August 5, Tribal Coun-
cil passed Tribal Resolution #080507-
02, which supported saving the
building for future uses promoting
Native language, arts and cultural
learning and urged Bishop Patrick R.
Cooney and Father Joe Graff to open
an immediate dialogue with Walker
to discuss options for saving the
building. After several meetings be-
tween Walker, LTBB representatives
and representatives from the Holy
Childhood Parish and its building
committee, it was determined saving
the building was not a viable option,
and a compromise was reached. The
compromise was to save as much as
possible of the brick and concrete
work that made up the “1913” door-
way and capstone so a doorway could
be reconstructed as the entrance to
the new building. Building materials
were saved from the old building and
will be used to reconstruct one of the
classrooms in the new building to
closely resemble a classroom from the
old building. On October 7, Tribal
Council passed Tribal Resolution
#100707-03 to donate $5,000 to the

Holy Childhood building fund be-
cause the implementation of the com-
promise requires additional funding
more than the $4 million raised for
the new Holy Childhood Parish Hall.
The demolition of the old building
was completed in early November. 

United League of Indigenous
Nations Treaty

LTBB signed the United League
of Indigenous Nations Treaty at a for-

mal Treaty Ratification Ceremony on
November 14 at the National Con-
gress of American Indians (NCAI)
Annual Meeting in Denver, CO. The
treaty established an international po-
litical and economic alliance to ad-
vance common interests regarding the
impacts of climate change on home-
lands, to promote trade and com-
merce among indigenous nations, to
bring cultural properties under the
protection of the laws of indigenous
nations, to protect the human rights
of indigenous peoples and to assert
traditional rights to cross interna-
tional borders. Eleven nations origi-
nally signed the treaty on August 2.
Please see the article titled, “LTBB
Signs United League of Indigenous
Nations Treaty” in this issue of
Odawa Trails for more information

on the treaty and on the establish-
ment of the League of Indigenous
Nations. 

2007 Inland Consent Decree
The historic 2007 Inland Con-

sent Decree was announced on Sep-
tember 26, a ceremony commemorating
the signing of it was held on October
25 at Odawa Hotel in Petoskey and
U.S. District Judge Richard Enslen
signed it on November 2. It ended a

court case pending since 1973. It re-
solved the long-standing dispute with
respect to federal and tribal claims the
tribes (the Bay Mills Indian Commu-
nity, the Grand Traverse Band of Ot-
tawa and Chippewa Indians, the
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians,
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians and the Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians) re-
tained rights under the 1836 Treaty
of Washington to hunt, fish and
gather in the treaty area under tribal
regulations rather than under state
law. It recognizes the treaty-retained
right for the tribes’ members to en-
gage in certain hunting, fishing and
gathering activities within the treaty
area and for the tribes to regulate
those activities. 

“Review” continued on page 3.
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TRIBAL TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
AND WEBSITE INFORMATION

LTBB Governmental Website www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov

Tammy Gasco, Receptionist 231-242-1400

Tribal Administration
Melissa Wiatrolik, Administrative Assistant 242-1420

Tribal Council/Legislative Office
Mike Smith, Administrative Assistant 242-1406

Tribal Chairman’s Office
Lisa Flynn, Administrative Assistant 242-1401

Accounting Department
Kathy McGraw, Accounting Assistant 242-1441
Kristina Baller, Staff Accountant/Contracts 242-1443

Archives and Records Department
Michael L. Lyons, Administrative Assistant 242-1450

Commerce Department
Theresa Keshick, Assistant 242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar, Coordinator 242-1427
David K. Burks, Pre-Press Graphics Specialist 242-1429

Cultural Preservation Department
Leonard “Joe” Mitchell, Coordinator 242-1451

Education Department
Beverly Wemigwase, Administrative Assistant 242-1480

Elders Program
Tina Peterson, Assistant 242-1423

Enrollment Department
Linda Gokee, Administrative Assistant 242-1521

Environmental Services Department
Regina Gasco, Assistant 242-1574

Facilities Department
Steve Clausen, Manager 242-1532

Grants Department
Heidi Yaple, Writer 242-1560

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, Director 242-1597

Health Department
Gwen Gasco, Administrative Assistant 242-1611
Owen LaVeque, Transportation 242-1602
Tina Shawano, Maternal Child Health Outreach 242-1614

Housing Department
Margaret Gasco, Administrative Assistant 242-1540

Human Resources Department
Kristy Dayson, Administrative Assistant 242-1555

Human Services Department
Theresa Chingwa, Administrative Assistant/Intake Worker 242-1621

Language Program
Carla McFall, Coordinator 242-1454
Janelle Smith, Assistant 242-1456
Anne Stander, Curriculum Specialist 242-1457
Isabelle Osawamick, Instructor 242-1459
Doreen Peltier, Instructor 242-1528

Law Enforcement Department
Tribal Police 242-1500

Legal Department
Su Lantz, Assistant 242-1407

MIS Department
Ed Nephler, Technician 242-1534

Natural Resource Department
Fiona Banfield, Administrative Assistant 242-1670

Odawa Enterprise Management
Susan Swadling, Assistant 242-1582

Peacemaking Program
Dave Keller, Coordinator 242-1464

Planning, Zoning and Building Department
Ellie Payton, Administrative Assistant 242-1581

Substance Abuse/Mental Health Department
Pat Boda, Administrative Assistant 242-1640
Jennifer Wilson, Office/Intake Coordinator 242-1642

Tribal Court
Linda Harper, Clerk 242-1462

Tribal Health Clinic
Dawn Kilpatrick, Receptionist 242-1700

Tribal Prosecutor’s Office
Yvonne Fuerte, Administrative Assistant 242-1475

Youth Services Department
Joe Lucier, Youth Coordinator 242-1593

Being Odawa is all about Freedom
The freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. The freedom in common with
all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. The freedom we have today we will bring to the future through
unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven generations by holding to cultural values
of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize our tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to
become successful, hard-working community members who proudly represent our culture. With these values we will move the tribe
forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda egishkaago’iing
dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin kina gwaya Odawak nasaap
eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik debendamowaad. Maanda dbendiziwin
eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin.
Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aamigak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin:
nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ewin, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazinaa ninda
gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing nakaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda
gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

The Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, but we can-
not run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have a newsletter and
not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.

The deadline for the February issue of Odawa Trails is December 16. You can e-mail, fax or call your submissions to newsletter@ltb-
bodawa-nsn.gov, fax them to 231-242-1430 or call them in at 231-242-1427. Please only call in your submissions if they are short. We also
welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Annette VanDeCar

Communications 

Coordinator
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David K. Burks
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Elder Birthdays
January 1
Janice Beckhorn
John Deckrow, Sr.
Leslie Flint

January 2
Margaret Ortner

January 3
Patricia Kaat

January 4
Leon Bailey, Jr.
Nancy Honeysette
Verna Jeanotte

January 5
David Adams
Monica Baker
Jay Harrington
Betty Hoffman
Lawrence Petoskey
John Shonibin, Jr.

January 6
Marie Bowers

January 7
Jane Martell

January 8
Rosemary Knapp
James Smith, Jr.
Christine Thomas

January 9
Roger Martell
Rosalie Parsons
Virginia Von der Lippe

January 10
Steven Melancon, Jr.

January 11
Clara Roussain

January 12
David DeMoines
Nivia Paul
Frances St. Andrew

January 14
Sophie Conlin
Penelope Griffin

January 15
Curtis Willis

January 16
Patricia Alsip
Andrea Cagle
Judy Field

January 17
Carole Prior

January 18
Mary Rittase

January 19
Rosanna Givens

January 20
Clifford John Cutler

January 21
Gary Compo
Christine Merrill

January 22
Robert Kiogima
Andrew Lasley
Jeanette Mathews

January 23
John Chisholm, Sr.
Denise Frye
Marilyn McDonald
Adeline Noack
Carolyn Taglauer

January 24
Richard Gould

January 25
June Carey
Glenna Kimball

January 26
Joseph Dayson, Jr.
Ronald Mulholland

January 27
Edward Burch
Diane Curtiss
Dee Dee Gasco
Jesse King
Theodore Sky-Eagle, Sr.

January 28
Richard Petoskey
Catherine Ross
Richard Wilburn

January 29
Catherine Schwiderson
Rita Shananaquet
Cecil Taylor

January 30
Donna Shlechter
Mary Steffes

January 31
Shirley Dunkley
Ruth Eagleman
Jennie Heeres
Ann McClellan

“Review” continued from cover.
The area affected by the agreement is
the portion of Michigan, which in-
cludes roughly the eastern half of
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and a
large area in the northern third of the
Lower Peninsula. Please see a related
article about the 2007 Inland Con-
sent Decree on page 8.

LTBB Donates DDR Packages
to Area Schools

LTBB received two Dance
Dance Revolution (DDR) packages
consisting of play stations, cobalt
pads, DDR software, additional stu-
dent practice pads, vaults to store
equipment and curriculum with sug-
gestions for use from the Inter-Tribal
Council of Michigan (ITC). LTBB
then donated the packages to Sheri-
dan Elementary School in Petoskey
and Harbor Springs Middle School in
Harbor Springs. ITC received 10
DDR packages from Blue Cross Blue
Shield and Blue Care Network of
Michigan through a grant. Through
the grant, Michigan tribal schools and
public schools where tribal students
attend received the packages. ITC
gave 10 DDR packages to the eight
Michigan tribes in its Steps to a
Healthier Anishinaabe program. 

2006 Circle of Excellence
Group

The Circle of Excellence pro-
gram provides the LTBB governmen-
tal employees a chance to recognize
seven fellow employees for their hard
work, dedication, teamwork, depend-
ability and commitment to customer
service. The 2006 Circle of Excellence
group included Grant Writer Heidi
Yaple, Community Health Outreach
Representative Carol Kiogima, Envi-
ronmental Assistant Regina Gasco,
Geographic Information Systems Di-
rector Alan Proctor, Natural Resource
Director Doug Craven, Law Enforce-
ment Officer Jake Guenthardt and
Elders Maintenance Richard
Wemigwase. The program started in
2005. 

Nike Designs Native Specific
Shoe to Benefit Tribes

On September 26, Nike unveiled
a shoe called Air Native NJ designed
specifically for Native Americans. It
was designed for a larger fit for the
distinct foot shape of Native Ameri-
cans and has a culturally specific look.
It is being distributed solely to Native
Americans through tribal wellness
programs and tribal schools nation-
wide. Tribal wellness programs and
tribal schools can purchase the shoe at
wholesale price ($42.80) and pass it
along to individuals often at no cost.
Profits from the sale of the shoe are
reinvested in health programs for
tribal lands where problems of obe-
sity, diabetes and related conditions
are near epidemic levels in some
tribes. Nike anticipated selling at least
10,000 pairs and raising $200,000 for
tribal programs.

Unique “Drive Through” Flu
Shot Clinic Held

The Department of Community
Health of Northwest Michigan and
LTBB collaborated to host a “drive
through” flu shot clinic on January 29
at the LTBB Health Department in
Petoskey. In addition to people com-
ing into the Health Department to re-
ceive the flu shot, medical
professionals gave people flu shots in
the warmth and comfort of their ve-

hicles. Flu shots were free for LTBB
Tribal Citizens and $25 for the pub-
lic.

Wertz Warriors End Endurance
Ride at Odawa Hotel

On January 28, the Wertz War-
riors started on their 26th Annual
Snowmobile Endurance Ride to raise
funds and awareness for Special
Olympics Michigan (SOMI). The
900-mile, six-day ride began in
Chesterfield, MI, and zigzagged
across the Lower Peninsula of Michi-
gan, ending on February 3 at Odawa
Hotel (then called Victories Hotel).
Odawa Hotel hosted a dinner for
SOMI to conclude the endurance
ride, and Odawa Casino Resort (then
called Victories Casino and Hotel)
donated $3,000 toward the cause.
After the dinner, the Wertz Warriors
presented SOMI with a check for
$285,000, the amount raised on the
endurance ride.

Inaugural Career Fair Exceeds
Expectations

On January 15, Victories Casino
and Hotel held the first of three pub-
lic career fairs for Odawa Casino Re-
sort at Odawa Hotel. Approximately
1,200 people attended the career fair
and spoke with Victories Casino and
Hotel department managers in hopes
of later being hired at Odawa Casino
Resort. 

LTBB Associate Judge Named
to LSSU Board of Trustees

On February 20, Governor Jen-
nifer Granholm appointed Associate
Judge Jenny Lee Kronk to the Lake
Superior State University (LSSU)
Board of Trustees. Kronk, a member
of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians, was appointed to
represent the general public for a term
expiring on January 27, 2014. 

Alicia Nowell One of 10 Na-
tional Essay Contest Winners

Reconnecting the Circle selected
LTBB Tribal Citizen Alicia Nowell as
one of 10 winners of its 2006 Na-
tional High School Essay Contest.
Nowell, the daughter of Ellie Payton
and Richard Nowell and the grand-
daughter of Harriet Kishigo-Booth
and the late Jacob Booth, received
$2,500, her essay was posted on Re-
connecting the Circle’s website, and
her essay also appeared in Native Peo-
ples magazine. Nowell, a freshman at
Baker College, wrote on the topic,
“Why is reconnecting the circle with
Native Americans important today?”
Reconnecting the Circle selected 49
finalists from 166 students, who en-
tered the contest. The contest was
open to all U.S. residents enrolled full-
time and in good standing in a tribal,
public or state-accredited private or
parochial high school. Nowell was a
2007 Harbor Springs High School
graduate. 

Andi Gasco Selected for North
American Select Team

In March, LTBB Tribal Citizen
Andi Gasco was selected to be on one
of the 2008 North American Select
Teams (NAST) by kfastpitch.com.
Gasco, a junior at Petoskey High
School (PHS) in Petoskey, will par-
ticipate in Cup 2008 in the Nether-
lands January 16-23. Selection is
based on softball talent and attitude.
Gasco, the daughter of Sue Gasco and
Randy Searles and the granddaughter
of the late Vernon Gasco and Mary 
“Review” continued on page 19.
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Submitted by Isabelle Os-
awamick, Anishinaabemowin Lan-
guage Instructor

Boojoo! Aanii! Aaniish na kina
gwaya? Nishin na kina gego gegii
nwa? Miisa nishiing.    Noonj
zhichigewok bimaadzijik maanda pii
wiinsaakanimwaad nimkwadaadiing.

Baatiinwok ezhaajik jiingtamok.
Niibna Anishinaabek nkweshtaad-
wok wiimaawnjidwaad nimk-
wadaadiing. Aapiji gwa mnowen-
daagwaziwok maamwi niimwaad.
Binoojiinhik gewiinwa bibaawiijii-
waawan gitziimwan. Wenpanzi bi-
noojiinh wiikenmaad gwaya, miidash
paawiikadokadaadwaad gaataa’yii
gitziiimwan madabinid. 

Nongwadnong aanin engwad-
wewangizijik maawnjidiwok gwaya
endaad wiimaamwi-wiisniwaad. Kina
gwaya gego bezhik naagan biidoon.
Noonj gego miijim temigad waami-
ijiing; baakaakwenh, kookoosh wi-
iyaas, biitoojiishkweginiganak, waash-
waashkesh wiiyaas maage bizhiki
wiiyaas, noonj ezhinaagwak pkwezhi-

gan, niibna noonj ezhinaagdigen ne-
taawgiing miinwa aabdeg baashmin-
siganan.            

Eshkiniigijik gewiinwa mnowen-
daagwaziwok paaniimwaad enjini-
imidiing. Miigwa zhinda kina enchi-
waad enjibaapaabwaad miinwa aapiji
bwaajidwok wiijkiwenhwaan.
Eshkiniigijik noonj bashgendaanaa’aa
wiiji eshkiniigwaan miijiiwaawaad,
gaawii geyaabi aapiji bashgenziinaa’aa
mewiijiiwaawaad gitziimwaan.

Kina gwaya noonj gego
bekaanak zhichige, aanin bashgen-
daanaa’aa wiijiiwaawaad ezaagaa’aajin,
aanin ge’e bashgendaanaa’aa megwe
bimaadiz yaa’aad.

Aasna aabidek kina gwaya gi-
imenindaagwazidik. Nonj nangwa
danishini kina gwaya bimaadziwin
ngoboon.

Translation 
Hello! Hello! How is every-

body? Is everything good for all of
you, too? That’s good.  People do dif-
ferent things to open the new year.

There are many, who go to a pow
wow. Many Native people meet each

other to open the new year. They re-
ally have a good time dancing to-
gether. The children also go along
with their parents. It’s easy for chil-
dren to get to know somebody, there-
fore, they play together around where
their parents are sitting. 

Sometimes, some families gather
together at someone’s home to eat to-
gether. Everyone brings a “dish.” There
is lots of food to eat:  Chicken, pork
meat, pies, deer meat or beef, various
breads, many different vegetables and,
of course, preserves.

The young people have fun danc-
ing at the dance hall. This is where
they laugh and continuously visit with
friends. Young people prefer to be
with their friends. They really do not
like to be together with their parents. 

Everybody does something dif-
ferent. Some prefer to be with the
ones they love, and others like to be in
a crowd of people.    

I hope everyone had a good,
happy time. Everyone will have a good
life this year.

Mno Nimkwadaadin (Happy New Year)
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IM P O R T A N T F A C T S Y O U S H O U L D K N O W A B O U T IN D I A N
HEALTH SERVICE CONTRACT HEALTH SERVICE

I.H.S. - CHS coverage is not
automatic. You must be registered
with CHS. Should you have an
emergency situation requiring you
to obtain care at a non- I.H.S. facil-
ity such as urgent care or the emer-
gency room, you must notify the
CHS office at 231-242-1600 within
72 hours of that visit. If you fail to do
so, you will be held responsible for
the bill.

Eligibility Criteria:
• You must reside in the Con-

tract Health Service Deliv-
ery Area (CHSDA). 

• Be an enrolled member or
descendent of the Little
Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians or be able
to prove social or economic
ties to the community.

• A Native American claim-
ing eligibility for CHS has
the responsibility to furnish
the tribal program with
documentation to substan-
tiate the claim.

• You must have an active and
complete file with Contract
Health before a reference
number can be given.

Remember!!!!
Indian Health Service Contract

Health is not an entitlement program
- not everyone is eligible. Know your
status before obtaining services.

Referrals:
Physicians write referrals when

patients need medical care that is not
available in the Tribal Clinic. A refer-

ral is not an implication the care will
be paid by CHS. A patient must meet
eligibility criteria, medical priorities
and use all alternate resources avail-
able. 

If a referral is denied for CHS
payment, the patient may elect to ob-
tain medical services at his or her own
expense. In most cases, an approved
referral is limited to one medical ap-
pointment. Please call Contract
Health Services at 231-242-1600
prior to any follow-up appointments
for approval to make sure your cover-
age is still in effect.

Alternate Resources:
Contract Health Service is the

payer of last resort. When a patient
has Medicare, Medicaid, Veterans As-
sistance, Workman's compensation,
private insurance or any other cover-
age, it is considered the primary car-
rier.

Priority system:
Medical referrals are approved

for payment by a priority system.
The system has highest priority

to approve conditions related to life
saving or potential death threatening
situations, then we approve by sever-
ity of condition.

The amount of funding we re-
ceive for CHS services is limited.
When we run out of money toward
the end of the year, then we have to
be very strict on referral approvals
and may only have the funds to pay
for emergency conditions.

Submitted by the Community
Health Department 

Earn your Air Native N7 – the
new shoe made by Nike specifically
for Native Americans – by signing up
for Native Fitness Kickoff. Join us in

the fight against diseases such as dia-
betes, obesity, stress and heart disease.
Don’t take it lying down, fight back!

This is the first time Nike has de-
veloped a new shoe for a specific cul-
ture or ethnicity, and it is part of
Nike’s ongoing efforts to help improve
Native American health. The shoes
are being sold only to tribal health de-
partments and other organizations in-
volved in Native health care. They are
basically sold at cost.  Even better, the
money raised from the shoes is in turn
invested by Nike in tribal programs.

The Community Health De-
partment’s Mnozhiyaadaa (Let’s Be in

Good Health) program has kicked off
“Fight Back against Diabetes,” a 12-
week activity and nutrition program.
We will assist you with your personal
wellness plan. Participants of the pro-
gram will receive an information
packet to get started and on comple-
tion of the program, they will be en-
tered in a drawing for their own Nike
Air Native N7 shoes.

If you would like to participate or
would like more information, please
call Community Health at 231-242-
1601 and speak with Diabetes Educa-
tor Michele Keshick or Health Edu-
cator Regina Brubacker-Carver.

NIKE’S FIRST ETHNICALLY-INSPIRED SHOES DEVELOPED FOR NATIVE
AMERICAN HEALTH INITIATIVE

By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

The Department of Community
Health of Northwest Michigan and
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians collaborated on their
second annual “drive through” flu
shot clinic.

The clinic, held November 6 at
the LTBB Health Park in Petoskey,
MI, drew approximately 100 people.
Approximately 50 LTBB Tribal Citi-
zens received their flu shots for free
while those not eligible for direct
services at the health clinic paid $25
for a shot.

People came inside the health
park to get their shot or a medical
professional came outside to give peo-
ple their shots in the warmth and
comfort of their vehicles. 

Three nurses from the Depart-
ment of Community Health of
Northwest Michigan administered
the flu shots along with Health Edu-
cator Regina Brubacker-Carver,
Community Health Director
Michele Keshick and Community
Health Nurse Valerie Williams. 

It takes about two weeks for pro-
tection to develop after the vaccina-
tion, and protection can last up to a
year. 

The flu is a contagious respira-
tory illness caused by influenza
viruses. It can cause mild to severe ill-
ness, and at times, it can lead to death.
On the average, 20% of the popula-
tion gets the flu every year. 

Photos by Gwen Gasco. 

UNIQUE “DRIVE THROUGH” FLU SHOT

CLINIC CATCHING ON IN SECOND YEAR
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Submitted by the Education De-
partment

Students, who think they can’t
afford college, should circle in red
Sunday, February 24 on their calen-
dars. It could mean thousands of dol-
lars in financial aid.

College Goal Sunday, a statewide
public awareness campaign, now in
its fifth year, encourages students to
apply for
federal fi-
nancial aid
no later
t h a n
March 1. In
general, the
earlier stu-
dents apply
for the aid,
the better
t h e i r
chances at
receiving it. 

T o
help make
that hap-
pen, Col-
lege Goal
Sunday vol-
unteers will
be on hand
at the Little Traverse Bay Bands of
Odawa Indians Education Depart-
ment Computer Lab from 1- 3 p.m.
on February 24 to help students fill
out the free Application For Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA), a form many
find confusing. 

Too many students, who don’t
fill out the FAFSA, end up paying
more for a college education than
they should or end up not going to
college at all.

College Goal Sunday, coordi-
nated by the non-profit, Lansing-
based EduGuide: Partnership for
Learning, is making a difference. Ac-
cording to new data from the Michi-
gan Department of Treasury, the pro-
gram has contributed to a 9% increase
in the number of students, who filled
out the FAFSA between 2003 and
2005 – the program’s second year. An
impressive 22% more students dur-
ing that same period also filled out
their FAFSAs before March 1.

“We’re helping more Michigan

families get money for college,” said
Bryan Taylor, president of the Part-
nership. “Waiting to fill out the
FAFSA is like flushing money down
the drain.”

At the Little Traverse Bay Bands
of Odawa Indians Education Depart-
ment’s Computer Lab, volunteers will
be ready to help students take the first
big step toward college degrees. The
FAFSA is the most important docu-

ment used
to decide
who gets
what schol-
arships and
loans. High
school sen-
iors still un-
c e r t a i n
about going
to college
should still
c o m p l e t e
the FAFSA
now, so they
can get aid
later if they
need it. 

Parents
or students
participating
in College

Goal Sunday need to bring their fam-
ilies’ completed 2006 IRS 1040 tax
return if possible or their W-2 and
1099 tax documents. Students
younger than age 23 should bring a
parent or guardian. 

Participants will have a chance
to enter to win a $50 Barnes and No-
ble gift card, one of 10 individual
$200 scholarships, one of two $500
scholarships or one $1,000 scholar-
ship.

College Goal Sunday partners
include the Michigan Guaranty
Agency and the Michigan Student Fi-
nancial Aid Association. Sponsors in-
clude the Lumina Foundation for Ed-
ucation and the Great Lakes Higher
Education Guaranty Corporation. 

This event is free, and no pre-
registration is necessary. 

If you have any questions about
College Goal Sunday or about how to
prepare for the FAFSA information
session, please call the Education De-
partment at 231-242-1481.  

College Goal Sunday
Helps Students Get
College Cash

JANUARY IS

NATIONAL RADON

ACTION MONTH

Submitted by the Environmental
Services Department

More than one in eight Michi-
gan homes could have an elevated
radon level. Testing is the only way to
know if your home has a problem.
For a free radon test kit and for more

information, please call Air Quality
Specialist Robin Clark at 231-242-
1425 or visit the Environmental Serv-
ices Department located at the LTBB
Governmental Center in Harbor

Springs, MI. 
Poster by Christopher Ian

LeFlore, an eighth-grader at West
Hills Middle School in Bloomfield
Hills, MI. 

Environmental
Services

By Linda Woods, Substance
Abuse Director

The holiday season is already
over, and I cannot believe the year has
gone by so quickly! 

I just discovered a little bit of in-
formation to pass along even though
it is late December. 

Actually aside from the “Decem-
ber is National Drunk and Drugged
Driving Prevention month,” the tips
are good for every month all year long,
so I thought I would pass along this
information:  December is National
Drunk and Drugged Driving Preven-
tion month, an important opportu-
nity to alert parents to new research
showing teens (actually so are adults)
are just as likely to drive under the in-
fluence of marijuana as alcohol. 

One of the most anticipated
milestones in a teen’s life is obtaining
a driver’s license. But with added free-
dom comes added challenges for par-
ents. Young drivers are already at risk
for car crashes due to the combina-
tion of driving inexperience and dis-
tractions such as having additional
passengers in the car, eating and talk-
ing and text messaging on cell phones.
In fact, traffic crashes are the leading
cause of death for 15- to 20-year-olds.
Drug and alcohol use compound
teens’ crash risks. Don’t be afraid to
talk to your teen about the dangers
of drugged, drunk and distracted driv-
ing. Read more at http://www.thean-
tidrug.com/steerclear.

Has your teen earned the keys
to the car?

Rate yourself (and the teen driver
in your family) on the risks associated
with marijuana use and driving.

1. Have you talked with your
teen about the risks of riding with
someone who is driving high?

Take the full quiz at
http://www.theantidrug.com/steer-
clear/quiz.asp.

Take action to keep your teens
safe with these simple steps:

1. Set clear rules, and enforce con-
sequences against any drug or al-
cohol use at any time.

2. Know where your teen is going
and what route he or she is using
to get there.

3. Reinforce safe driving practices
by driving together and being a
good role model.
More tips at http://www.thean-

tidrug.com/steerclear/tips.asp.
News
Teens’ driving habits under

scrutiny
Parents and state officials seek to

reduce motor vehicle tragedies in-
volving young and inexperienced driv-
ers. Read full article at
http://www.theantidrug.com/news/i
ndex.aspx.

Advice
If your teen has a cell phone, you

can set ground rules for when, where
and how often to use it. Read more at 

http://www.theantidrug.com/E-
M o n i t o r i n g / c e l l - p h o n e s -
reduction.asp.

Free Resources
Looking for free anti-drug infor-

mation? 
Check out all of TheAn-

tiDrug.com’s Campaign Resources at
http://www.theantidrug.com/news/g
et-resources.aspx.

Check out these credible, user-
friendly sites for more digital moni-

toring advice.
Read more at

http://www.theantidrug.com/E-
Monitoring/resources.asp.

Partner
Students Against Destructive

Decisions at http://www.sadd.org/.
Visit sadd.org.

This information was compiled
by
National Youth Anti-Drug Media
Campaign
750 17th Street, NW
Washington, D.C., 20503

Warning
We would like to remind anyone

being prescribed medications for pain,
sleep or any type of a stimulant to be
sure and keep them under lock and
key as prescription abuse is on the rise.
Keeping them in the bathroom med-
icine chest is not the safest place for
them because it is the first place any-
one will look if they want to steal your
medications either to use or to sell.
Be aware. 

Help is Available
Our department wants to wish

everyone a wonderful New Year, and
may 2008 be a good one for you. If
you need any assistance with depres-
sion, anxiety or substance abuse prob-
lems, please call us – It is okay to ask
for help. Call for an appointment at
231-242-1640 or 231-242-1642.  

Reminder: We would like any-
one to volunteer to help us with the
Wednesday night Alcoholics Anony-
mous (AA) meeting by “chairing” it. If
interested, please contact Anthony
Davis at 231-242-1645. The last
Wednesday of the month is potluck
night at the AA meeting. Potluck at
5:30 p.m., and the meeting is at 7 p.m

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE & MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM STAFF
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By Theresa Keshick, Depart-
ment of Commerce Assistant

Attention Tribal Citizens: As
stated in the October issue of Odawa
Trails, LTBB has elected to use
“Tribal Certificates of Exemption”
(TCE’s) versus the refund method for
tax-exempt purchases (Tribal 3996
Request for Refund). The change will
take place effective January 1, 2008.
The Department of Commerce
(DOC) is in the final stages of imple-
mentation and needs the support of
the citizenship to fully implement the
Tax Agreement.

By the time you read this, a mass
mailing to all Resident Tribal Mem-
bers will have occurred as new RTM
Registration forms will have been
sent. The forms request documenta-
tion to prove residency for RTM sta-
tus.  

PLEASE NOTE: Any claims
not filed for tax-exempted purchases
between April 2003 and December
31, 2007, must be submitted to the
Department of Commerce before
January 1, 2008. Please keep in mind
the DOC will be closed for the holi-
days on December 25, 26 and 31,
2007 and January 1, 2008. The DOC
will mail the FINAL quarter of re-
fund requests (3996’s) to the State of
Michigan by the end of the first week
in January. 

In order to qualify for the re-
fund, you must reside within the
LTBB Tax Agreement Area. Refund
claims made after the TCE method
goes into effect ( January 1, 2008)
will NOT be processed.

Amended portions of the Tax
Agreement are posted on the LTBB
website at www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov
under the Department of Com-
merce’s page.

The Tax Agreement Area map ap-
pears courtesy of GIS Director Alan
Proctor. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Resident Tribal Member Tax Information

Cross Village Twp. (all) Readmond Twp. (all)
Friendship Twp. (all) West Traverse Twp. (all)
Little TraverseTwp. (all) City of Harbor Springs (all)
Resort Twp. (partial) Bay Twp. (partial)
Hayes Twp. (partial) Bear Creek Twp. (all)
City of Petoskey (all)

City of Charlevoix (only NORTH of the bridge)

Resident Tribal Members are exempted from the following Michigan
taxes:

1. Sales Tax (6% of retail price) via Form 4013 
2. Use Tax (6% of purchase price)
3. Income Tax (4% of Adjusted Gross Income)
4. Single Business Tax (1.9 % of the applicable tax base)
5. *Motor Fuel Tax (currently 32 cents per gallon unleaded and 28 cents

per gallon on diesel)
6. *Tobacco Product Tax (currently $2 per pack of cigarettes)

* All LTBB Tribal Members are entitled to the exemption on fuel and to-
bacco.

*The Motor Fuel and Tobacco Product Tax exemption is available at Bi-
indigen (tribal convenience store) located at 2169 U.S. 31 North in
Petoskey, MI. 

*The Motor Fuel Tax exemption is also available at the BP station on the
south side of Petoskey, MI, near the Big Boy restaurant.

Please note:  Exemption for tobacco and fuel is for LTBB Tribal
Citizens ONLY!  Purchasing tax exempt fuel and tobacco for
non-tribal citizens is strictly prohibited!

Resident Tribal Member Annual Sales Tax Credit (MI Form 4013)

The Department of Commerce will mail out Tribal 4013’s (Resident
Tribal Member Annual Sales Tax Credit) in January.  Instructions will be in-
cluded with the form.  If you have any questions regarding the form, please
contact Department of Commerce Assistant Theresa Keshick at 231-242-
1584. These forms will be mailed only to those tribal members residing within
the Tax Agreement Area.

Tax Agreement
Information



Elders Luncheon at noon with
Language Bingo following it.

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Election Board
Meeting
1345 U.S. 31 North
Petoskey, MI
6 p.m.

New Year’s Day

LTBB Governmental
Center Closed. 

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Gaming Board of Directors
Meeting
11 a.m.

Elders Luncheon at
noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Election Board
Meeting
1345 U.S. 31 North
Petoskey, MI
6 p.m.

Tribal Council
Work Session
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental
Center
Harbor Springs, MI
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tribal Council
Meeting
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental
Center
Harbor Springs, MI
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Gaming Regulatory Commission Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Anishinaabemowin 
Eta w Kikaajik
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Natural Resource Commission Meeting
6 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Bay Mills Community
College Immersion

Education Commission Work
Session
6 p.m.

Economic Development
Commission Meeting
9:30 a.m.

Bay Mills Community College 
Immersion

Education Commission Meeting
9:30 a.m.

Bay Mills Community
College Immersion

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Housing Commission Meeting
3:30 p.m.

Health Commission Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Citizenship Commission Meeting
5 p.m.

Anishinaabemowin 
Eta w Kikaajik
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Tribal Council
Work Session
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental
Center
Harbor Springs, MI
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tribal Council
Meeting
Tribal Courtroom
LTBB Governmental
Center
Harbor Springs, MI
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Gaming Regulatory Commission Meeting
5:30 p.m.

Anishinaabemowin 
Eta w Kikaajik
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Natural Resource Commission Meeting
6 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

LTBB Pane 
Immersion

LTBB Pane 
Immersion

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

LTBB Pane 
Immersion

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Anishinaabemowin 
Eta w Kikaajik
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Elders Swim Class
Odawa Hotel pool
Petoskey, MI
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Language Class
Mshkikigamik
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Elders Luncheon at noon

Tae Kwon Do classes
Beginner 5:45 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Advanced 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Pane Language Class
Mshkikigamik
3:30 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.

Sunday
(Name-Giizhigat)

Monday
(Ntam-Nokii Giizhigat)

Tuesday
(Niizho-Giizhigat)

Wednesday
(Nso-Giizhigat)

Thursday
(Niiwo-Giizhigat)

Friday
(Naano-Giizhigat)

Saturday
(Nwebi-Giizhigat)
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By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

When frigid temperatures, howl-
ing winds and snow stop you from
venturing outside during the winter
months, make popcorn, gather your
family together and watch some
movies. 

New arrivals to the LTBB Cul-
tural Library, located in the Educa-
tion Department at the LTBB Gov-
ernmental Center in Harbor Springs,
MI, are perfect for this type of
weather. 

LTBB Tribal Citizens can check
out any of the following titles for three
weeks. 

“Smoke Signals”
This 1998 film, released by Mi-

ramax Entertainment, is based on a
screenplay by Sherman Alexie. The
screenplay is based on stories by Alexie
from the book, The Lone Ranger and
Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. It is a bit-
tersweet comedy about two young
Native Americans, Victor and
Thomas, who leave their small town
for an adventure in self-discovery. 

“500 Nations”
CBS broadcast the eight-part

documentary in 1995, and it was re-
leased by Warner Home Video in
2004. The documentary looks back at
life in North America before the ar-
rival of the Europeans and then fol-
lows the epic struggles of Indian Na-
tions as the continent is reshaped by
contact. 

Each video may be checked out
separately for three weeks or you can

check out more than one video. 
The following descriptions are

from the 500 Nations website: “The
Ancestors” explores three early North
American cultures. Tour the 800-
room Pueblo Bonito in the arid south-
west, view the Cliff Palace at Mesa
Verde and visit Cahokia, the largest
city in the U.S. before 1800. “Mex-
ico” follows the dramatic and tragic
history of the Mexican Indian nations
from pre-Colombian times through
the period of European contact and
colonization. Witness the rise and fall
of the Toltecs and the growth of
Tenochtitlan, the Aztec city of an em-
pire. “Clash of Cultures” explores the
conflict between indigenous peoples
and Spanish expeditions in the
Caribbean and the southeastern U.S.
As Native nations defy a plundering
advance by outsiders, they are subject
to two unconquerable weapons, mus-
kets and disease. “Invasion of the
Coast” explores how tensions rose as

Native people’s lives were impacted
by the arriving foreigners. At
Jamestown, the story of the Powhatan
princess, Pocahontas, unfolds.
Thanksgiving at Plymouth leads to
the bloodiest of colonial Indian wars
in 1675. “Cauldron of War” explores
how the European nations fought for
control of American resources on the
Indians’ homelands, and the indige-
nous nations chose sides. Many sided
with the French, but when the de-
feated country leaves its Indian allies
vulnerable determined leader, Pon-
tiac, rises to prominence. “Removal”
follows the Trail of Tears as Native
Americans are displaced even as they
adopt American ways. Shawnee leader
Tecumseh sparks a return to tradi-
tional ways, but the Indian Removal
Act becomes law in 1830. Many sto-
ically accept, but others resist. “Roads
Across the Plains” explores how the
Native tribes of the Great Plains
watched their lifestyles end as Amer-

ican settlers extinguished huge buffalo
herds. Though Native leaders pursue a
path of peace, it is met with tragedy at
Sand Creek. The massacre suffers se-
vere repercussions. “Attack on Cul-
ture” explores the legislative attack on
Native ways, including the disbanding
of communal land. Today, the renewal
of Native cultures reminds us of the
glory of America’s original people and
the hardships they endured.

“The Pipemakers:  Award-win-
ning True Story of the few Remain-
ing Native Americans, who Create
the Sacred Stone Peace Pipes”

This documentary was released
in 1994 by Woodpecker Productions. 

The following is a description
from the Shenandoah Films website:
“Filmed in location in Pipestone, MN,
this is the story of a diminishing group
of Native Americans and their noble
effort to continue the 1,200-year-old
tradition of making pipes. They dig
through 12 feet of solid rock the old
way with hand tools. They mine the
sacred red pipestone called Catlinite
by the white man. With clean hearts,
they carve and fashion the stone into
the shapes of bears, eagles and other
effigies. They make Peace Pipes for
trade just as their ancestors had done
for many generations before. They
come from many different tribes, but
are recognized by none. They are a
vanishing breed. They are ‘The
Pipemakers.’”

“How to Make a Native Ameri-
can Dance Shawl”

Full Circle Videos released this
instructional video in 1997. The shawl

makers included in this video are
Nancy Bowman Cahwee and Florian
Griggs. Cahwee is a Navajo designer
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Design
from the University of Kansas. Her
advice to anyone working on a design
or craft project is to “try and see it in
your mind’s eye first.” Florian is of
Cherokee descent, and her family is
very involved with pow wows. She is
the past President of the Bartlesville
Indian Women’s Club, and she is the
master of ceremonies at their Native
American style shows.  

The following is a description
from the Full Circle Videos website:
“A woman’s dance shawl is essential
for entering the dance arena. With
basic sewing skills and our new video,
you can make beautiful shawls for
yourself, family and friends. ‘How to
Make a Native American Dance
Shawl’ helps you select materials, cut
and sew your shawl and add fringe.
The tape includes a wealth of ideas
for adding decoration, including a
simple ribbon work strip. You’ll learn
knotting techniques from our larger
than life models. Treasured family
heirloom and contemporary shawls
are shown to inspire your creativity.
You’ll also see the correct way to wear
a shawl, how to care for and store it, so
it will be ready for the next dance.
This video comes with printed in-
structions and supply list and is for
young people and adults 12 and up.”

Librarian Francine Thuston con-
tributed to this article.

Photo by Communications Co-
ordinator Annette VanDeCar. 

Enjoy a Quiet Evening In Courtesy of the LTBB Cultural Library

NATURAL RESOURCE DEPARTMENT
RECEIVES RARE ALBINO WHITETAIL
DEER FROM A LOCAL EMMET
COUNTY RESIDENT

Submitted by the Natural Re-
source Department

On October 12, 2007, the Natu-
ral Resource Department was the ben-
eficiary of a very rare act.

Some may say it was a once in a
lifetime event.

It was on this day an albino
whitetail deer was brought to the de-
partment and donated to the depart-
ment by a local Emmet County resi-
dent. The deer was, unfortunately,
struck by a vehicle on M-68 east of
Alanson, MI. Among the questions
most often asked are, “What causes
some deer to be albinos?” “How com-
mon is this occurrence among deer?”
“Are they protected?” and “Can they
reproduce?” 

Albinism is a recessive trait found
in mammals, birds, reptiles, fish and
even plants. These plants and animals
do not have the gene for normal col-
oration and do not produce the en-
zyme responsible for skin, hair and tis-
sue coloration. Albinism is the total

absence of body pigment. 
As you might guess, albinism is

not a desirable trait for either predator
or prey species. Being totally white
year-round makes concealment diffi-
cult. Also, many albinos have poor
eyesight. In the game of life where sur-
vival of the fittest is the rule, albinos
have a strike against them from the
start. Perhaps, that is why albinos are
rare. Because albinism is a recessive
trait, both parents must carry the gene
before it can occur in their offspring.
An albino deer bred to another albino
would have only albinos. An albino
bred to a normal deer with no reces-
sive genes for albinism would produce
all normally pigmented deer. Off-
spring from this cross would carry the
recessive gene for albinism, but would
be normally colored. When carriers
of albinism breed, there is a one-in-
four chance they will produce an al-
bino fawn. 

Recessive genetic traits typically
become less common unless they con-
fer a survival advantage or are artifi-

cially enhanced through selective
breeding. Based on hunter reports,
about one deer in 30,000 is an albino.
Nevertheless, there are many different
studies regarding this rare pigmenta-
tion. But nonetheless, it is definitely
something to stop and take note of.
(Information taken from a Whitetail
Research website.)  

This particular deer is currently
being worked on by LTBB Tribal Cit-
izen and Master Taxidermist Robert
Parkey of Parkey’s Taxidermy located
in Indian River, MI.  

Upon completion, the albino
buck will be on display at the LTBB
Governmental Center in Harbor
Springs, MI, or one of the tribal en-
terprises.

The albino buck will also be used
by Parkey to display at a variety of his
taxidermist Outdoor Expositions.
Hopefully, sometime in the near fu-
ture, you can stop by and see this very
rare and wonderful albino deer.

The photo appears courtesy of the
Natural Resource Department.
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By Jim Bransky, General Counsel

On November 2, 2007, Federal
Judge Richard Alan Enslen signed a
Consent Decree resolving a long-
standing dispute between the 1836
Treaty tribes (Little Traverse Bay
Bands of Odawa Indians, Bay Mills
Indian Community, the Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, the
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians and the Little
River Band of Ottawa Indians), the
United States and the State of Michi-
gan regarding the tribes’ inland hunt-
ing and fishing rights under the 1836
Treaty.  

A consent decree is a written
agreement negotiated by the parties
that is then signed by the court and
entered as the court’s order resolving
a dispute. Last month’s newsletter re-
ported on the commemoration of the
completion of the negotiations hosted
by LTBB at the Odawa Hotel in
Petoskey, MI, on October 25.

The case involves interpretation
of the Treaty of Washington of March
28, 1836, between the United States
and the Odawa and Chippewa in the
area that became the State of Michi-
gan in 1837. Saddled by debts result-
ing from unfair and unscrupulous
treatment in the fur trade, and facing
encroachment of European settlers,
LTBB and the other signatory tribes
ceded almost 14,000 acres of land in
the western Lower Peninsula and east-
ern Upper Peninsula to the United
States in the 1836 Treaty. The terri-
tory ceded in the 1836 Treaty en-
compasses land from roughly the
Grand River to Escanaba, MI, and
Grand Rapids, MI, to Alpena, MI. 

However, to ensure their contin-
ued subsistence and livelihood, in the
final provision of the Treaty, Article
13, the tribes reserved hunting, fish-
ing, and gathering rights. Article 13
says, “The Indians stipulate for the
right of hunting on the lands ceded
with the other usual privileges of oc-
cupancy until the land is required for
settlement.”

The case of United States, Bay
Mills Indian Community, Sault Ste.
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians,
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians, Little River Band
of Ottawa Indians and Little Traverse
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians v. State
of Michigan (usually referred to sim-
ply as U.S. v Michigan) started in
1973 when the United States filed suit
in federal court against the State of
Michigan to determine the existence
and extent of the 1836 Treaty tribes’
rights under Article 13 of the 1836
Treaty. 

The Bay Mills Indian Commu-

nity, Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians, and the Grand
Traverse Band intervened as separate
plaintiffs in the litigation during the
1970’s. The Little River Band of Ot-
tawa Indians and LTBB intervened
as plaintiffs following passage of their
Reaffirmation Act in 1994. 

The first phase of the case strictly
addressed the nature and extent of Ar-
ticle 13 rights on the Great Lakes and
connecting waters. In 1979 the Court,
through the late Judge Noel Fox, is-
sued its ruling in favor of the tribes.
The Court determined the 1855
Treaty did not terminate 1836 Treaty
rights, the Great Lakes were never “re-
quired for settlement,” and “hunting”
and “other usual privileges of occu-
pancy” included fishing. Therefore,
the Court found the tribes continued
to have the right under the 1836
Treaty to allow their members to fish
on the Great Lakes for commercial
and subsistence purposes. In 2000,
the Court entered a consent decree
detailing how fishing in such waters
would be allocated, managed and reg-
ulated by the parties for the next 20
years.

The first phase of the case did
not address the extent Article 13
rights continue on inland lands and
waters. The tribes, United States and
State of Michigan started preparing
for the inland litigation in the late
1990’s, and the inland phase of the
case officially commenced in the fall
of 2003. 

On November 4, 2003, the State
of Michigan filed a counterclaim
against the five tribes seeking a court
ruling that, “except for on federal
lands that have never passed out of
federal control and on which the ex-
ercise of those rights is not inconsis-
tent with the purpose for federal own-
ership, the 1836 tribes retain no rights
of hunting on the lands ceded with
the other usual privileges of occu-
pancy because the lands ceded under
the 1836 Treaty have been required
for settlement.” The State’s counter-
claim asked the court to prevent the
tribes from “future authorization of
inland activities by their members in
manners inconsistent with State law.”
Since there are almost no lands in the
ceded territory that have continuously
remained in federal ownership, the
State’s theory would have wiped out
the tribes’ Article 13 rights except on
the Great Lakes.

The tribes filed a joint reply on
January 5, 2004, and the United States
filed a supplemental complaint sup-
porting the tribes’ position. The tribes
denied the Article 13 treaty right is
limited to federal lands that have
never passed out of federal control,

and denied the treaty right must be ex-
ercised in accordance with Michigan
law. The tribes worked with a wide
range of expert historians to prepare
for trial. Based on the treaty language,
their own oral history and the opin-
ions of historians, the tribes firmly as-
serted the mere transfer of title did
not mean lands were “required for set-
tlement.” Rather, lands were not “re-
quired for settlement” until signifi-
cant visible steps were taken toward
agricultural or residential develop-
ment. 

By June 2005 the tribes, United
States and the State of Michigan had
exchanged 26 expert reports and con-
ducted 27 depositions of up to three
days each (the deposition process al-
lows a party to question the other
side’s witnesses outside of court be-
fore trial with a certified court re-
porter present to make an official ver-
batim transcript). The tribe’s experts
included Dr. Greg Dowd and Dr.
Charles Cleland, whose reports ad-
dress the Indians’ understanding of
the 1836 Treaty, Dr. Susan Gray,
whose reports address the United
States’ understanding of the treaty lan-
guage, and land settlement patterns
in Michigan after the treaty through
the present, Dr. James McClurken,
whose report addresses tribal mem-
bers’ continued hunting, fishing, and
gathering activities after the treaty, Dr.
Rand Valentine and Mary Ann Cor-
biere (a Native speaker from Mani-
toulin Island who teaches
Odawa/Ojibway at the University of
Sudbury), whose joint reports address
Native language issues in treaty inter-
pretation and translation, and Profes-
sor Charles Wilkinson, whose report
addresses the meaning of the term
“settlement” in United States law at
the time of the treaty. The tribes be-
lieved the thousands of pages of ex-
pert reports and supporting docu-
ments prepared by these consultants
confirmed the position the tribes’
hunting, fishing, and gathering activ-
ities under their own regulations are
allowed under Article 13 of the 1836
Treaty. The tribes also identified po-
tential tribal member witnesses to tes-
tify about the scope of tribal inland
regulations and the cultural impor-
tance of the inland hunting, fishing,
and gathering rights. The State of
Michigan, on the other hand, pre-
sented a series of expert reports sup-
porting its position the right ended
when the land was first conveyed by
the federal government. 

A four to six-week trial was
scheduled to begin in January 2006.
However, in the fall of 2005, the
tribes, State (in consultation with its
sportsmen’s group constituents) and
the United States decided to attempt
to work out a negotiated resolution of
the inland phase of this case rather
than face the uncertainty of litigation.
If successful, this approach would en-
able all parties to control their own
fate rather than put their interests in
the hands of the court system. After
two years of near constant meetings,
conference calls and e-mail exchanges

involving the parties’ lawyers, Natural
Resources commissions, department
heads, biologists, conservation offi-
cers and political leaders, the parties
filed the Consent Decree with the
Court along with their stipulation
asking the Court to sign it. The nature
and extent of the tribes’ Article 13
rights on the Great Lakes and inland
lands and waters are now resolved a
mere 34 years after the initial filing of
United States v Michigan.

The body of the Consent Decree
is 67 pages with approximately 100
more pages in appendices, so I can
only mention a few key points here.
The Inland Consent Decree has no
end date; it lasts forever. The Consent
Decree perpetually recognizes the
tribes’ Article 13 rights to hunt, fish
and gather under their own regula-
tions on: 1. Public lands and waters, 2.
Lands required by law to be open to
public hunting such as lands enrolled
in the State’s Commercial Forest Act
program, 3. Lands and waters owned
by the tribe, a tribal member or the
spouse of a tribal member and 4.
Other private lands and waters with
permission of the owner. In the case of
the first three categories, hunting, fish-
ing, and gathering can occur any time
allowed under tribal regulations. Ac-
tivities on other private lands with
permission can only occur during state
seasons or other times with a special
use permit from the tribe. With lim-
ited exceptions, the Consent Decree
prohibits the use of gill nets on in-
land waters, and large scale commer-
cial use of inland resources. The decree
permits use of inland resources for
barter and incorporation into handi-

craft items offered for sale. The tribal
deer hunting season starts the day af-
ter Labor Day and runs through the
Sunday of the first full weekend in
January with a firearm closure No-
vember 1-14. The decree also provides
for elk and deer hunting opportuni-
ties. The tribes may allow spearing of
fish subject to certain limitations and
reporting requirements during wall-
eye, steelhead and salmon spawning
seasons. Tribal citizens may request
special needs subsistence or ceremo-
nial permits at any time. Any items
not explicitly dealt with in the decree
are left to tribal regulation.  

The LTBB Natural Resources
Commission has developed a new set
of ceded territory hunting, fishing and
gathering regulations that incorpo-
rate all requirements of the Consent
Decree. So by following tribal regula-
tions, LTBB Tribal Citizens will be
complying with the Consent Decree
and need not read the decree itself.
Anyone wishing to read the decree
may access it on the LTBB website,
www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. 

Judge Fox’s 1979 decision on the
Great Lakes, and the expert reports
prepared for this inland phase of the
litigation provide a wealth of infor-
mation on tribal history in general
and especially, the events surround-
ing the 1836 Treaty in which LTBB
Leaders played a prominent role. Any
LTBB Tribal Citizen wishing to ob-
tain or read any of the reports can
contact the Legal Department at 231-
242-1407.  

Photo by Communications Coor-
dinator Annette VanDeCar.

The 2007 Inland Consent Decree Resolves Long-
standing U.S. v Michigan Court Case
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By Annette VanDeCar, Communi-
cations Coordinator

On August 2 at the Indigenous
Treaty Gathering held in Bellingham,
WA, 11 indigenous nations signed
the United League of Indigenous Na-
tions Treaty. 

The 11 nations, who signed the
treaty then, were Lummi, Sucker
Creek Cree First Nation 150 A, Te
Runanga O Ngati Awa (New
Zealand), Ngarrinderi Nation, Dou-
glas Village of the Tlinget Nation,
Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation, Akiak Native Commu-
nity, We Wai Kai Nation, Makah
Tribe, Songhees Nation and Hoh In-
dian Tribe. 

The treaty established an inter-
national political and economic al-
liance to advance their common
interests regarding the impacts of cli-
mate change on their homelands, to
promote trade and commerce among
indigenous nations, to bring their cul-
tural properties under the protection
of the laws of indigenous nations, to
protect the human rights of indige-
nous peoples and to assert traditional
rights to cross international borders.
The original signatory nations imme-
diately called for the establishment of
a United League of Indigenous Na-
tions to be chartered under the law of
the Lummi Nation and for the league
to reach out to all indigenous nations
in North America and South Pacific.

The other non-signatory dele-
gates signed a witness document ver-
ifying the adoption of the treaty and
their intention of supporting the
treaty to their governing bodies.
Tribal Chairman Frank Ettawageshik
was one of the non-signatory dele-
gates. On September 9, Tribal Coun-
cil adopted Tribal Resolution
#090907-04, which gave Et-
tawageshik the authority to sign the
treaty. 

Indigenous nations across the
United States, Canada, Australia and
on the islands of Aotearoa were asked
to sign the treaty and to join the
league as equal members at the formal
Treaty Ratification Ceremony on
November 14 at the National Con-
gress of American Indians (NCAI)
Annual Meeting in Denver, CO. 

Six new signatories, including
LTBB signed the treaty at the cere-
mony with approximately 100 people
in attendance. Youth stood behind
the tribal leaders as they signed the
treaty there. 

Ettawageshik performed a pipe
ceremony at the historic event and
served as the master of ceremonies.  

During a subsequent Ratifica-
tion Ceremony held in Aotearoa
(New Zealand) on November 28, 23
Maori Nations became treaty signa-
tories. 

The treaty was developed and
proposed by the NCAI Special Com-
mittee on Indigenous Nation Rela-
tionships following meetings with the
Assembly of First Nations, Canada,
the Mataatua Assembly of Maori
Tribes of Aotearoa (New Zealand)
and the Ngarrindjeri Nations of
South Australia. 

At the request of the NCAI Spe-
cial Committee, the leadership of the
Lummi Indian Nation agreed to host
the gathering, held July 31-August 2,
of indigenous nation political leader-
ship to discuss the treaty. 

During the treaty deliberations,
the indigenous nation delegates
agreed the treaty will unify the voice
of indigenous peoples, identify the
impacts of climate change on our tra-
ditional homelands and seek inde-
pendent representation of these
concerns before international bodies;
the treaty will serve as a political al-
liance to assert the primacy of indige-
nous nation law regarding the
definition of rights to the cultural
properties, sacred objects and tradi-
tional knowledge base of each indige-
nous nation; the treaty creates a
structure to facilitate and regulate
inter-tribal and inter-indigenous-
nation trade and commerce, an eco-
nomic alliance for mutual support
and benefit in the pursuit of indige-
nous nation self-sufficiency and sus-
tainability; and the treaty will unify
the efforts of member nations regard-
ing border crossing rights and in the
protection of human rights. 

For more information on the
treaty, please visit www.indigenous-
nations.org

Tribal Chairman Frank Et-
tawageshik contributed to this article. 

LTBB SIGNS UNITED LEAGUE OF INDIGENOUS NATIONS TREATY
Ambassadorial Activities 
Club Keno Meetings: We con-

tinue to meet with Little River Band
representatives and the State of
Michigan to attempt a settlement of
this case. As of our last meeting, we
believe we are close to a settlement,
but we won’t know for sure for a cou-
ple of weeks yet.

Ceremony for US v MI Consent
Decree: We hosted this ceremony at
Odawa Hotel in Petoskey, MI, prior
to the Chippewa Ottawa Resource
Authority (CORA) meeting on Oc-
tober 25. Representatives from the
five CORA tribes were in attendance
along with the State of Michigan, the
United States and several of the amici
groups.

CORA Meeting: Immediately
following the US v MI Consent De-
cree Ceremony, we hosted the
CORA meeting in the same room at
Odawa Hotel. One of the main top-
ics of concern was the implementa-
tion of the consent decree.

Child Welfare Meeting in Wash-
ington D.C.: I was asked by the Na-
tional Indian Child Welfare
Association (NICWA) to represent
the organization at a Congressional
briefing on Child Welfare funding for
Michigan in Washington D.C. on
October 29. Representatives from
several other constituencies were
there as well. We were a part of a na-
tional effort to reach all the members
of the U. S. Congress on this issue.
Following a morning briefing, I spent
the afternoon visiting several mem-
bers of Congress and their staff mem-
bers. A main goal for NICWA is the
passage of a bill to allow direct tribal
access to federal funding under Title
VI (e) of the Social Security Act for
foster care payments and administra-
tion.

Adam Walsh Act Meeting: Vice
Chairman Bill Denemy, Sr. attended
this meeting on October 30 hosted
by the LTBB Prosecutor’s Office.

United Tribes Meeting: The
United Tribes of Michigan (UTM)
meeting was held on October 30 in
Mt. Pleasant, MI. I am serving as the
Treasurer of UTM. We discussed sev-
eral items of interest to the Michigan
tribes, including the United League
of Indigenous Nations Treaty and the
National Labor Relations Board’s  in-
roads regarding tribal sovereignty. We
also discussed the development of
new text books for Michigan school
children.

Great Lakes Tribal Economic
Symposium: This two-day meeting
was hosted by the Saginaw Chippewa
Indian Tribe at the Soaring Eagle
Conference Center in Mt. Pleasant. I
was one of the panelists on leadership
and gaming progress issues. Lance
Morgan of Ho Chunk Inc. was one of
the featured speakers to talk about

methods of organization for tribal
economic development. Both the
Mississippi Choctaw and the Ho
Chunk models were discussed.

Reception at the Governor’s Res-
idence: In the evening of November
8, Rochelle (Ettawageshik) and I at-
tended a reception at Governor ( Jen-
nifer) Granholm’s Residence in
Lansing, MI. I was invited as an artist,
and I have a piece of the Indian Pot-
tery I make on display in a month-
long show at the residence. I was able
to have a few moments to speak pri-
vately with the Governor concerning
the Keno negotiations.

MIEC Meeting: I attended the
Michigan Indian Education Council
meeting in Lansing on November 9
to plan the Critical Issues Conference
scheduled for March 13-15, 2008, at
the Soaring Eagle Inn (formerly the
Mt. Pleasant Holiday Inn) in Mt.
Pleasant. 

NCAI — Regional VP Alter-
nate: The 64th Annual Meeting of
the National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI) was held in Denver,
CO, November 10-16. Joe Garcia
was reelected as the NCAI President,
Jefferson Keel was reelected as the
First Vice President, Ron Allen was
elected the Recording Secretary and
Goshkibosh was elected the Treas-
urer. In the area caucus for the Mid-
west, Bob Chicks was reelected the
Area Vice President and I was elected
the Alternate Vice President for the
Midwest Region. On November 13, I
was one of several panelists to speak
about leadership. I was also a member
of a panel for a breakout session on
November 14 about the United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples and the United
League of Indigenous Nations Treaty.

Treaty Signing: With the pas-
sage of the LTBB Tribal Resolution
authorizing signing of the United
League of Indigenous Nations Treaty,
I was able to participate in the treaty
signing as a signer as well as conduct-
ing much of the ceremony. This cere-
mony was November 14 in Denver.
Several members of the Aborigine
Nations from Australia helped us
open the ceremony with a song and
dance to the accompaniment of
rhythm played on hand-held
boomerangs.

Bay Harbor Update: I met on
November 19 with several represen-
tatives from Consumers Energy to be
updated on the progress of the Bay
Harbor clean up. Consumers Energy
still has an application pending for
the discharge permit it needs to move
ahead. I was still uncommitted when
asked for my position.

MAST Meeting:  On December
6 and 7, we hosted the Midwest Al-
liance of Sovereign Tribes (MAST)
meeting at Odawa Hotel.

Implementation of Statutes
and Resolutions

Michele Chingwa Educational
Assistance Statute Regulations:
They have been developed over the
last two weeks while I was gone to
NCAI. After reviewing them for in-
terim approval, I will be ready to sign
the new statute. We needed to have
the new regulations ready because the
old ones would not be applicable to
the provisions of the new statute. In
the future, I suggest Tribal Council
add to the “repeal and replace” lan-
guage in statutes language that also
repeals any regulations associated
with a statute being replaced or re-
pealed. Without this action, we could
have a situation where we have regu-
lations in force without an authoriz-
ing statute.

Signing Resolutions:  I have
signed the funding resolutions passed
by Tribal Council at the last meeting.

Statutes: I still have several re-
cently passed statutes on my desk for
review and consideration I have not
yet signed as of the writing of this re-
port.

Oversight of Commissions
and Programs

Executive Office Hours: The
Vice Chairman and I have a practice
of never flying on the same plane to-
gether when traveling. I am usually in
the office when the Vice Chairman is
traveling, and he is usually in the of-
fice when I am traveling. Vice Chair-
man Denemy works almost daily on
the oversight of accounting issues and
the signing of checks. We maintain
the hours in the Executive Office by
having either the Chairman or the
Vice Chairman available most of the
time we are open to the public as well
as also having either our Executive
Assistant or the Administrative As-
sistant in the office.

Trust Fund Board Meeting: I
attended the quarterly Trust Fund
Board meeting on November 4. We
may be bringing some proposed
changes to the Trust Fund Board
Statute as well as some clarifications
regarding administrative procedures.

Enterprise Oversight
CDFI: The Community Devel-

opment Financial Institution is
slowly becoming a reality. Implemen-
tation will be in the first quarter of
FY 2008.

Quarterly Investors Conference
Call: We held this regular conference
call on November 9. We had good
things to report:  We brought our
new $143 million gaming property in
on schedule, within budget, and our
revenues are ahead of projections. We
were asked several questions about
our operations as well as being asked
when we would be starting “phase-
two” construction. We have begun to
do the preliminary work to collect
the data in order to be ready to give
advice to Tribal Council members
when we consider the next phase of
construction.

FROM THE DESK OF THE TRIBAL CHAIRMAN
FRANK ETTAWAGESHIK
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On the Pow Wow Trail
Compiled by Tina Peterson

Michigan

December 31
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
New Year’s Celebration 
525 Twelfth St. 
Manistee High School
Manistee, MI
Contact Information: 
Julie Wolfe at 1-888-382-8299, ext.
6632 or jwolfe@lrboi.com

December 31
New Year’s Sobriety Pow Wow
Chi Mukwa Recreation Center
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Grand entries:  1 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Feast:  5 p.m.
Contact Information:
Laura Potterfield at 906-632-7494,
ext. 26145 or lporterfield@sault-
tribe.net or Lindel Clement at 906-
635-6050 or lclement@saulttribe.net

Minnesota

December 31-January 1
Leech Lake New Year’s Traditional
Pow Wow
Old Cass Lake High School in Leech
Lake, MN
Contact Information:
218-335-7400

Wisconsin

December 31
Menominee New Year’s Eve Tradi-
tional Pow Wow
School Gym in Neopit, WI
Contact Information:
715-756-2354

December 31
Sobriety Traditional Pow Wow
Oneida Nation Elementary School in
Oneida, WI
Contact Information:
920-496-7897, 1-800-236-2214 or
lpowless@oneidanation.org

December 31
LCO New Year’s Traditional Pow Wow
LCO High School Gym in Hayward,
WI
Contact Information: 
715-634-8924   or  www.lcoschools.bia.edu

Illinois
December 31-January 1
Third Annual New Year’s Eve Pow Wow
Shiloh Center
Zion, IL
Contact Information:
Bill Brown, Jr. at 262-358-3516 or
wfb78@msn.com

Ohio

Feburary 16-17
Native American Intertribal Pow Wow
Lima, OH
Contact Information:
Larry Grigsby at 513-398-7441 or tbird-
designs@zoomtown.com

Aanii.
One of the methods for Tribal

Council to adopt laws is by passing a
resolution. These resolutions are
counter-signed by the Executive
(Tribal Chairman Frank Et-
tawageshik) and have the force of law
according to LTBB’s Constitution,
Article VII, (D) (1).  

In 2007, Tribal Council has
passed more than 90 tribal resolutions
on various subject matters. The fol-
lowing are some of the resolutions
Tribal Council passed in 2007:

Tribal Youth Program
FY2007
Special Diabetes FY 2007
Tribal Court Budget
Community Building Funds
2000 Consent Decree Stipu-
lations
2007 Museum Services
$10,000 Appropriation for
Restoration of all Burial
Grounds in 1855 Treaty
Area

Electing to Participate in the
National Sex Offender Reg-
istry System
Funding for 2007 Annual
Citizenship Meeting
Employee Handbook
Approving Tribal MICS
(Minimum Internal Control
Standards)
James M. Genia Appoint-
ment to Appellate Justice
Peace and Non-Violence Res-
olution
Additional Funding to
Michelle Chingwa
Tax Certificates of Exemp-
tion (TCE)
USDA (United States De-
partment of Agriculture)
Food Distribution 
Elders Health Needs
Inland Consent Decree
Appropriations Finance
Standing Committee
SMART (Sentencing, Mon-
itoring, Apprehending, Reg-

istering and Tracking) 
AWA (Adam Walsh Act)
Implementation Grant
Honoring Ray Kiogima as a
Grand Marshall of the Sov-
ereignty Day Celebration pa-
rade
Inter-Tribal Council Healthy
Anishinaabe Women Project
The full text of each of these res-

olutions can be found on our website,
www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov, click on
Odawa Register, click on 2007 under
the Resolutions header and click on
the resolution you want to view. 

If you have suggestions for new
resolutions or if you would like to
comment on any of the aforemen-
tioned resolutions, please feel free to
use our direct toll-free number, 1-866-
927-0077. 

Best wishes for a wonderful New
Year to you and your family.

Miigwetch, Legislative Leader
Beatrice A. Law and Legislative Serv-
ices Attorney Donna L. Budnick. 
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The Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians
Tribal Council Meeting
November 4, 2007

Closed Session:  none
Call to Order: Meeting was called to or-

der at:  9:35 a.m. 
Opening Ceremony:  Melvin L. Kiogima.

Council Present: Legislative Leader Beat-
rice A. Law, Secretary Gasco Bentley, Treasurer
Gerald Chingwa, Councilor Dexter McNa-
mara, Councilor Alice Yellowbank, Councilor
Melvin L. Kiogima, Councilor Fred Harring-
ton, Jr., Councilor Marvin Mulholland, Coun-
cilor Shirley Oldman 

Absent:  none
Legislative Office Staff Present: Legisla-

tive Services Attorney Donna Budnick, Office
Manager Michele LaCount. 

Executive Officials and Staff Present: Ex-
ecutive Assistant Rebecca Atkinson.

Guests: Carla McFall, Fred Kiogima,
Marcia Sutton, Rita Shananaquet, Mary
Roberts, Dean W. Samuels, Roger Emery, Carol
McFall, Grace Zerbe

___________________________

Motion made by Councilor Oldman and
supported by Councilor Yellowbank to adopt
the agenda for November 4, 2007 with addi-
tions.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Yellowbank

and supported by Councilor Oldman to ap-
prove the minutes of October 21, 2007 with
corrections.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried.  
Motion made by Councilor Harrington

and supported by Secretary Gasco Bentley to
adopt Tribal Resolution: The Treasurer shall
work with the CFO to obtain a copy of the au-
dit conducted concerning previous Chairman’s
credit card use and conduct an internal audit to
determine the amount of legal fees then Chair-
man authorized without authority from Tribal
Council.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
yes, Councilor Kiogima-no, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-no, Councilor
Oldman-no, Councilor Yellowbank-yes, Treas-
urer Chingwa-no, Secretary Gasco Bentley-yes,
Legislative Leader Law-no

Motion failed.
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and

supported by Councilor Kiogima to place on
the Legislative Calendar proposed legislation
Administrative Procedures Act.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried.
10:15 a.m. Recess called.
10:24 a.m. Meeting reconvened.
Motion made by Councilor Yellowbank

and supported by Councilor Harrington to pass
Waganakising Odawak Statute Michelle
Chingwa Education Assistance Act  

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes,
Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bent-
ley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima and

supported by Councilor Yellowbank to table
section VI, items, “a - g” until after the Legisla-
tive Reports.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima and

supported by Treasurer Chingwa to adopt
Tribal Resolution Odawa Hotel 2008 Liquor
License.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-abstained, Councilor
Yellowbank-no, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-
yes

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and

supported by Councilor Kiogima to adopt
Tribal Resolution Odawa Casino Resort 2008
Liquor License.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
yes, Councilor Kiogima-yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-abstained, Councilor
Yellowbank-no, Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secre-
tary Gasco Bentley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-
yes

Motion carried.

Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley
and supported by Councilor Oldman to ap-
prove List A – Eligible for Citizenship dated
October 16, 2007 for a total of 7.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley

and supported by Councilor Oldman to ap-
prove List B – Declination (Ineligible) dated
October 16, 2007 for a total of 4.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 1 – No (Councilor Har-
rington), 0 - Abstained, 0 – Absent 

Motion carried. 
11:39 a.m. recess called.
11:45 a.m. Meeting reconvened
11:45 a.m. Public Comment: Rita

Shananaquet spoke regarding Councilor Mc-
Namara comment on the Michigan Tribal Ad-
vocates report and concerns on how they used
language such as “those Indians are getting away
with everything, and do we now have to start
“hunting Indians again”.  She agreed with Coun-
cilor McNamara that a letter should be sent
asking for their apologies or our concerns on
how the language was used, and that the Tribal
Council should be sending a letter. Rita
Shananaquet also spoke of the DEQ contract,
and commented that she heard the Sage restau-
rant is not making money.

11:50 a.m. Public Comment closed.
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and

supported by Councilor Harrington to accept
Legislative Leader Law’s verbal and written re-
port with confidential information therein.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima and

supported by Councilor McNamara to accept
the Tribal Treasurer’s verbal and written report
for November 4, 2007.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
12:11 p.m. Lunch recess called.
1:47 p.m. Meeting reconvened. 
Motion made by Councilor Yellowbank

and supported by Treasurer Chingwa to add to
the agenda Appropriation of Additional Funds
for 2007 Per Capita Distribution Budget in the
amount of $140,000 to come from prior period
funds.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and

supported by Councilor Yellowbank to appro-
priate $140,000 to the 2007 distribution budget
for $500.00 per Tribal Member to come from
Prior Period Funds.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and

supported by Treasurer Chingwa to accept the
Tribal Council Member reports given by Coun-
cilor McNamara Councilor Harrington, and
Councilor Yellowbank.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by   Councilor Kiogima

and supported by Councilor Oldman 
to accept the Legislative Services Attorney
Donna Budnick’s verbal and written report.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley

and supported by Councilor McNamara to al-
low Tribal Council attendance at the Spirit of
Little River Grand Opening in November
2007.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried.  
2:38 p.m. Recess called.
2:48 p.m. Meeting reconvened.
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and

supported by Secretary Gasco Bentley to table
the Juvenile Justice draft statute until the next
Tribal Council agenda.

Vote: 7  - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 2 –
Absent (Councilor Harrington, Councilor Mc-
Namara)

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and

supported by Councilor Yellowbank to pass the
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
Waganakising Odawak Statute Health Com-
mission Statute.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
no, Councilor Kiogima-no, Councilor McNa-
mara-no, Councilor Mulholland-no, Councilor
Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes, Treas-
urer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bentley-yes,
Legislative Leader Law-yes

Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Yellowbank
and supported by Treasurer Chingwa to pass
the Waganakising Odawak Housing Commis-
sion Statute.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
no, Councilor Kiogima-no, Councilor McNa-
mara-no, Councilor Mulholland-no, Councilor
Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes, Treas-
urer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bentley-yes,
Legislative Leader Law-yes

Motion carried.
3:50 p.m. Public Comment opened:

Roger Emery spoke regarding Commission
Boards and Committees and how a lot of peo-
ple do not know who is on them. Rita Shanana-
quet wants the Tribal Council to continue to
pursue the Office of Commissioner, she was
also concerned that Tribal Preference is not be-
ing followed and also talked regarding the Bur-
ial Fund.

3:55 p.m. Public Comment closed.
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and

supported by Councilor Oldman to pass Wa-
ganakising Odawak Economic Development
Commission Statute.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-
no, Councilor Kiogima-no, Councilor McNa-
mara-no, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Councilor
Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes, Treas-
urer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bentley-yes,
Legislative Leader Law-yes

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and

supported by Councilor McNamara to table
the Commission Boards and Committees and
Tribal Notary draft statute until the next Tribal
Council agenda.

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor McNamara

and supported by Councilor Oldman to ad-
journ at 5:04 p.m. 

Vote: 9   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 0 -
Absent

Motion carried. 
These Minutes have been read and ap-

proved as written:
Approved: 

Regina Gasco Bentley, Tribal Council
Secretary Date

Tribal Council Meeting
November 18, 2007

Closed Session:  none
Call to Order: Meeting was called to or-

der at:  9:36 a.m. 
Opening Ceremony:  Shirley Oldman 

Council Present: Legislative Leader Beat-
rice A. Law, Secretary Regina Gasco Bentley,
Treasurer Gerald Chingwa, Councilor Dexter
McNamara, Councilor Alice Yellowbank,
Councilor Melvin L. Kiogima, Councilor Mar-
vin Mulholland, Councilor Shirley Oldman 

Absent:  Councilor Fred Harrington, Jr.

Legislative Office Staff Present: Legisla-
tive Services Attorney Donna Budnick, Office
Manager Michele LaCount 

Executive Officials and Staff Present:
none

Guests: Fred Kiogima, Harvey Gibson,
Dean W. Samuels

Motion made by Councilor Oldman and
supported by Councilor Kiogima to adopt the
agenda for November 18, 2007 as amended.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and

supported by Councilor Yellowbank to approve
the minutes of November 4, 2007 as corrected.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried. 
Elder’s Comments: no comments. 
Motion made by Councilor Kiogima and

supported by Councilor McNamara to table
Resolution: Appropriation for Completion of
Historic Research to the next agenda.

Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 -
Absent (Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Yellowbank and
supported by Councilor Oldman to rescind the
motion: of November 4, 2007, made by Coun-
cilor Oldman and supported by Councilor Yel-
lowbank to appropriate $140,000 to the 2007
distribution budget for $500.00 per Tribal
Member to come from Prior Period Funds.
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Yellowbank and
supported by Councilor Oldman to adopt
Tribal Resolution: Appropriation of Addi-
tional Funds for 2007 Per Capita Distribution

Budget in the amount of $140,000 to come
from Prior Period Funds.
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-absent,
Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes,
Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bent-
ley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes
Motion carried. 

Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley and
supported by Councilor McNamara to adopt
Tribal Resolution: Compliance to the Indian
Preference in Tribal Employment. 
Motion on hold in consideration of recess.

11:15 a.m. Recess called.
11:27 a.m. Meeting reconvened.
Discussion continues regarding previous mo-
tion.
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-absent,
Councilor Kiogima -no, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-no, Coun-
cilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-no,
Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bent-
ley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes
Motion carried. 

11:49 a.m. Public Comment opened: Michele
LaCount spoke regarding Tribal Preference in
Hiring, Harvey Gibson spoke regarding Tribal
Preference in Hiring, Fred Kiogima spoke re-
garding the Housing Department and Tribal
Preference in Hiring. 
11:58 a.m. Public Comment closed.
11:58 p.m. Lunch recess called until 1:30 p.m. 
1:31 p.m. Meeting reconvened.
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and sup-
ported by Councilor Yellowbank to adopt
Tribal Resolution: to Appropriate $15,500
from Prior Period Funds FY2007 for Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians Winter Sol-
stice Children’s Christmas Party.
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-absent,
Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes,
Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bent-
ley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and sup-
ported by Councilor Oldman to place the Ed-
ucation Commission Statute on the Legislative
Calendar.
Vote: 7 - Yes, 1 - No (Councilor Kiogima), 0 -
Abstained, 1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Treasurer Chingwa and sup-
ported by Councilor Kiogima to pass
Waganakising Odawak Statute Enjinaakne-
geng.
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-absent,
Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes,
Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bent-
ley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley and
supported by Treasurer Chingwa to place the
Child Welfare Commission Statute on the Leg-
islative Calendar.
Vote: 7 - Yes, 1 – No (Councilor Kiogima), 0 -
Abstained, 1 - Absent (Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor Oldman and sup-
ported by Councilor McNamara to pass Wa-
ganakising Odawak Statute Commission,
Boards and Committees. 
Roll Call Vote: Councilor Harrington-absent,
Councilor Kiogima -yes, Councilor McNa-
mara-yes, Councilor Mulholland-yes, Coun-
cilor Oldman-yes, Councilor Yellowbank-yes,
Treasurer Chingwa-yes, Secretary Gasco Bent-
ley-yes, Legislative Leader Law-yes
Motion carried. 
2:39 p.m. Recess called.
2:46 p.m. Meeting reconvened.
3:00 p.m. Public Comment opened: Fred
Kiogima spoke regarding the Casino security.
Dean W. Samuels spoke regarding the Casino
employment turn over rate, compliance, liabil-
ity and Tribal preference.
3:14 p.m. Public Comment closed.
Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley and
supported by Councilor Kiogima to approve
Enrollment List A - Eligible for Citizenship
dated November 6, 2007 for a total of 26.
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley and
supported by Councilor McNamara to approve
Enrollment List B – Declination (Ineligible)
dated November 6, 2007 for a total of 14.
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 

Motion made by Councilor McNamara and

supported by Councilor Yellowbank to accept
the Legislative Leader verbal and written report
with confidential information for November
18, 2007 as presented.
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor McNamara and
supported by Secretary Gasco Bentley to accept
the Tribal Treasurer verbal and written report
for November 18, 2007 as presented.
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Secretary Gasco Bentley and
supported by Councilor Oldman to accept
Councilor McNamara verbal and written re-
port regarding the United Tribes Meeting &
the Great Lakes Economic Development Sym-
posium, as well as his verbal report regarding
attendance at the LTBB Housing Commission
Meeting; to accept Council Oldman verbal and
written report regarding the Great Lakes Eco-
nomic Development Symposium; to accept
Councilor Mulholland verbal and written re-
port regarding employment training and the
National Labor Relations Act and to accept
Councilor Kiogima verbal and written report
regarding the Native American Finance Con-
ference and the need for a public hearing re-
garding Native preference in hiring. 
Vote: 8   - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 - Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor McNamara and
supported by Councilor Oldman to accept the
Legislative Services Attorney verbal report for
November 18, 2007 as presented.
Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 – Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
Motion made by Councilor McNamara and
supported by Councilor Oldman to adjourn at
4:57 p.m.
Vote: 8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 1 – Absent
(Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried. 
These Minutes have been read and approved as
written:

Approved:
______________ 
Regina Gasco Bentley, Tribal Council Secretary

Date

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates 2008

January 5 Work Session
January 6 Council Meeting
January 19 Work Session
January 20 Council Meeting

February 2 Work Session
February 3 Council Meeting
February 16 Work Session
February 17 Council Meeting

ALL TRIBAL COUNCIL
MEETINGS AND WORK

SESSIONS ARE HELD IN
THE

TRIBAL COURTROOM
LOCATED AT

7500 ODAWA CIRCLE, 
HARBOR SPRINGS, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Beatrice A. Law,Legislative Leader
Regina Gasco-Bentley, Secretary
Gerald Chingwa, Treasurer
Shirley Oldman, Councilor
Melvin L. Kiogima, Councilor
Fred Harrington, Jr., Councilor
Alice Yellowbank, Councilor
Dexter McNamara, Councilor
Marvin Mulholland, Councilor
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Birthdays
Happy birthday to Antonio
Juaquin Chavez, who turns
28, on December 26. 

Happy birthday to my sister,
Linda Gokee, who celebrates
on January 28. May you have a
fantastic day filled with won-
derful surprises and yummy
goodness! Love, Yvonne.

Happy birthday wishes on Jan-
uary 31 to my brother, Don
Keshick. May you have the
best year ever! Love, Yvonne. 

Happy birthday to Sarah Craven
on January 10! Love, Aunt Sue.

Happy birthday to “the lady in
Red” Vicki Olson on January
25 from your buddy, Kenita.

Wishing Paul Harmon a happy
birthday from Mom, Michelle,
Lexi, Hayley, Phil, Jen, Peyton,
Brian and Mandy.

A special birthday wish to Paul
Harmon from Tarbaby. 

Happy birthday wishes to Paul
Joseph Harmon. Brother PJ
turns 36 on January 1. Happy
birthday from “the Family.”

Mnodibishkaan #17 to
Cheyenne Worthington! With
lots of hugs and kisses, Mom,
Dad, Celestine, Will, Olivia,
Justin and Forrest. 

Mnodibishkaan Giinaadzikwe,
Gsayenh Mtigwaakii.

Happy birthday to Linda Gokee
on January 28! Last year, it was
a trip down to the “Joe” to see
the Red Wings play. What will it
be this year? You’ll have to wait
and see! Hope you have a great
day! With love, your sis-tah T.

Happy birthday Auntie Linda!
Love, Michael and Jordan. 

MnoDibishkaan MkwaNiibi-
wiKwe, Alice May Yellowbank.
Mnido Giizisoonhs (kaawiin
jida, ngiiwnendaan) Ngashi,
Nwiijkiwenh, ndohero. Pane
Gzaagin, ChiNiibna!

MnoDibishkaak Ndanwenmaa-
ganak- Mnido Giizisoonhs
(happy belated) NdoAankiNiin-
gonisak Mkoohns Gasco (eni-
imid naasaap Superman)
miinwa Storm “Niiskaadad” Mc-
Fall; miinwa Archie Kiogima II
(nmisenh wiidigemaagan) mi-
inwa NiingonisKwezenhsak
Brooke Robinson & Shannon
Chamblee (shkiniikwek) miinwa
nwiijkiwenh Janeane Jackson.
Gzaaginim.

MnoDibishkaak nwiikaane’ak
Robert Yellowbank, Jr. &
Carter McFall. Gzaagigo!

Happy 13th birthday to my
“biggie fry” Tahir! It seems
like yesterday you were a little
toddler singing along to Grease
and now on January 30, you will
officially be a teenager! We love
you!! Mommy, Kia, Alex,
Grandma and Boppa. 

Birthdays
Belated birthday wishes for Brian
Denemy, who celebrated on De-
cember 11. From the Denemy
family. 

Happy birthday to my long dis-
tance friend Vicki Olson on Jan-
uary 25. From your Vancouver,
WA friend, Marisa.

Happy birthday to Terri Denemy
on January 13. From the Denemy
family. 

Happy birthday to our nephew,
Duane Dove, on January 12. The
Bear River is calling you! Here’s to
wishing you the best there is to
offer on your new venture! Love,
Aunt Michele and Uncle Greg. 

Happy birthday to Tribal Court
Administrator Bernadece
Kiogima on January 22. From
the Tribal Court staff. 

Happy birthday to Vicki Ann
Olson, who will be celebrating
her 29th birthday again on Janu-
ary 25. Love ya, your much
younger sister Marci. 

Happy 22nd birthday to my won-
derful son, Justin Lynn-Reyes
Gavin, who will be doing his
share of celebrating on January
31. Love ya always, Mom. 

Weengush, Noodin, Waasmowin,
Wiigwaas and her husband would
like to wish Mother and Wife,
Sarah Craven, a very happy
birthday on January 10. We love
you very much and appreciate all
you do for us.

Happy birthday to my brother,
Michael Sutton, on January 6.
Hope you have a good one! Love,
your sister. 

Happy 30th birthday to
Bernadece Kiogima on January
22. Love, Mel, Mshkoadekwe,
Joy, McKenzie and Cameron. 

Happy birthday to my son, An-
thony Clark, on December 30.
Love, Mom. 

Happy 10th birthday to Tia Hart on
January 21. Love, Mom and Dad. 

congratulations
Kudos to Carly Searles for com-
pleting a successful volleyball
season for Petoskey High School.
Carly, a freshman, was the #1
setter for the junior varsity team
with 291 assists. She was a true
asset to her team. Hope your bas-
ketball season is just as great as
you are! You make us proud. Lots
of love, Mom and Dad.
Congratulations to Andi Gasco, a
junior at Petoskey High School in
Petoskey, MI, for being selected to
the Big North Conference first team
in volleyball. Andi led the Big North
Conference in kills with 453. She was
also selected to the All-Region Dream
Team by the Traverse City Record-
Eagle and the All-Area First Team by
the Petoskey News-Review. Andi
leaves for the Netherlands to com-
pete in the Cup 2008. Best wishes
and lots of luck! Love, Mom and Dad. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Frank King,
whose team, Saginaw Players,
finished third in Odawa 8 Ball at
the Native American Casino Tour
event at Odawa Casino Resort on
December 1. From the King and
VanDeCar families.  

Congratulations to David Silver-
smith, a 17-year-old LTBB Tribal
Citizen, for a successful cross
country season. He ran cross
country for the first time as a jun-
ior at Shepherd High School in
Shepherd, MI, and helped his
team finish seventh at the 2007
Division 3 state meet where he
finished 116th. Shepherd fin-
ished second at a 2007 Division
3 regional, and Silversmith fin-
ished 22nd there. At the 2007 Tri-
Valley Conference meet,
Shepherd finished first and Sil-
versmith finished 13th there. He
earned second team Tri-Valley
Conference All-Division honors
and honorable mention All-Area
Boys Cross Country Team honors
from the Morning Sun. Silver-
smith is the president of the jun-
ior class at Shepherd High
School. He is the grandson of
Owen and Dorothy Smith and the
son of Paul and Julie Pego and
Cecil and Kathy Silversmith. 

ANNIVERSARY
Happy anniversary to Flash and
Rita Shepard on January 12.
We’re glad you’ve got each other!
Love, Gina and Brian. 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Emma Jeanne Lappan was born
on August 26 at Otsego Memorial
Hospital in Gaylord, MI. She was
eight pounds and one ounce, and
was 19.5 inches long. Her parents
are Jim and Tiahia Lappan of Gay-
lord. Her big sister is Sophia Lap-
pan, 1, of Gaylord. Maternal
grandparents are Mike and Vickky
Kiogima of Petoskey, MI, and pa-
ternal grandparents are Jim and
Barb Lappan of Gaylord, MI. 

GREETINGS
I’d like to wish everyone a happy
and prosperous New Year.
Yvonne F. 

VOTERS
As of November 19, the Election
Board reports there are 1,109
registered voters. 

Hearings
Public Hearings to Assess

Indian Preference
Public hearings for LTBB
Tribal Citizens and other
members of federally recog-
nized tribes to gather infor-
mation to assess the impact
of Indian Preference in Tribal
Employment Statute are
scheduled for February 22
from 7-9 p.m. and February
23 from 9 a.m. to noon. They
will be held in the Tribal Court-
room in the LTBB Governmen-
tal Center in Harbor Springs,
MI. 

FUTURE EMPLOYEE?

Avery, the daughter of Elizabeth
Murner and the granddaughter of
Michele and Greg LaCount, looks
over an application from Odawa
Casino Resort. Could Avery be a
future Odawa Casino Resort em-
ployee?  

WALKING ON. . .
Grace P. Pamp, 92, of Harbor
Springs, MI, passed away on No-
vember 8 at Bay Bluffs medical
care facility. She was born June
8, 1915, in Mt. Pleasant, MI, to
Louis and Angeline (Chingwash)
Misheka. She attended school in
Lansing, MI, at the old Lansing
Central High School. She married
Warren K. Pamp, and the couple
made their home in Harbor
Springs. The family traveled ex-
tensively for many years while
Warren Pamp was an evangelist.
The family settled back in Harbor
Springs in the 1950s. Warren
Pamp died in 1968. Grace Pamp
worked as an aide at the Emmet
County Medical Care Facility for
many years. She enjoyed music
and played the piano and organ.
She also enjoyed socializing with
family and friends. She was a
member of the Little Traverse Bay
Bands of Odawa Indians. She is
survived by her son, George W.
Pamp, of Harbor Springs; three
grandchildren, Marc, Craig and
Kelli; and eight great-grandchil-
dren, all of Florida. 

Lillian M. Ervin, 88, of Rose-
bush, MI, passed away on De-
cember 4, at her home
surrounded by her loving family.  
Lillian was born on August 20,

1919 in Mount Pleasant, MI, the
daughter of Brazil and Della
(Ludwig) Petoskey. She married
Robert Ervin on January 4, 1939
in Mount Pleasant. He preceded
her in death on May 17, 1990.
Lillian was a member of the
Rosebush Presbyterian Church, 
(continued, above right)

Walking on. . . 
(Continued from below left).

where she served as a deacon,
took care of funeral dinners for
25 years, and she was a member
of the Little Traverse Bay Band of
Odawa Indians. Lillian is survived
by her children, Larry (Wilma)
Ervin of Rosebush, JoAnn (Roy
Muterspaugh) Myers of Shepherd,
MI, Terry (Jo Etta) Ervin of Mount
Pleasant, Audrey (Rod) Hall of Mt.
Pleasant and Rodney (Debra)
Ervin of Rosebush; special family
friend, Greg Goffnett of Mt. Pleas-
ant; Eleven grandchildren; twenty-
one great-grandchildren; four
great-great grandchildren;
brother, Brazil (Barb) Petoskey of
Mendon, MI; sisters, Della
Petoskey of Mt. Pleasant and
Betty Hoffman of Findley, OH,
and special nieces and nephews. 
Lillian was preceded in death by
her husband; grandson, Jamey in
1999; son-in-law, Ron Myers in
1999 and siblings, Florence Cas-
ner, Irene Gilbert, Gladys Gille-
spie, Mildred Moore, Dorothy,
Donald, Ronald and Clifford
Petoskey. 
You may send a private condo-
lence to the family or sign the
public guestbook at www.clarkfu-
neralchapel.com. 

HELPING HAND
Assistance is Available When
Hard Times Occur
As many of us know, times are
hard here in the great state of
Michigan. These hard times have
hit home maybe for you or for
someone in your family. It could
be the loss of a job or a cut in
work hours. Whatever the reason,
it is difficult when it happens.
Here in Michigan, Laws and Pub-
lic Acts are enacted. Some are for
the benefit of the general public.
This is one such Public Act:  MCL
211.7u of the General Property
Tax Act. Under this act, a person
who is the owner and resident of
the said real estate property may
apply for tax relief. People can
contact their township, village or
city office and ask for a Hardship
Exemption Application. Once you
get the application, fill it out and
call your local office to make an
appointment to go before the
Board of Review. This Board of
Review will review your applica-
tion and other documents so it
can make a judgment or take
vote as to your level of poverty.
The board will make a decision as
to exempt from taxation in part or
whole of your property tax bill.
Please request this information
and application as soon as possi-
ble because most local offices
hold their Board of Review hear-
ing within the first three months
of the year. I submit this informa-
tion in hopes it can help some-
one in need. LTBB Tribal Citizen
John Kawegoma.  
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The North American Indian
Association (NAIA) of Detroit part-
nered with General Motors (GM) to
hold an exhibition pow wow on No-
vember 30 at the GM Renaissance
Center in Detroit, MI. NAIA is the
oldest Urban Indian Center in the
United States. A man dressed as
Santa Claus was on the second floor,
and he got curious when he heard
the drums from the pow wow. He
had a great time dancing. 

Information and photos provided
by LTBB Tribal Citizen & NAIA
First Vice President, Andrea Pierce. 

Odawa Trails staff report

Children from the LTBB Head Start
Program visited the elders in atten-
dance at the Elders Luncheon on
November 29 at the LTBB Govern-
mental Center in Harbor Springs,
MI. The children, who visit the eld-
ers every last Thursday of the month,
sang three songs. 
Photo by Communications Coordina-
tor Annette VanDeCar. 

SANTA CLAUS DANCES IN

POW WOW IN DETROIT, MI

HEAD START CHILDREN ENTERTAIN ELDERS

Below: Santa joins dancers in
circle. Below right: Andrea
Pierce poses with Santa.

Odawa Casino Resort
Holiday Hours

Odawa Casino Resort is open 24 hours a
day during the holiday season.

Christmas Eve
Waas no De’ Buffet

8-10:30 a.m. for breakfast, 11 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. for lunch and 5-10 p.m. for dinner. 

Copper Café
6 a.m. – 4 a.m.

Rendezvous Lounge
10 a.m. – 9 p.m., soda service until mid-

night.
Sage Restaurant and O zone Nightclub

closed.
Christmas Day

Waas no De’ Buffet  
Noon – 9 p.m. for dinner.

Copper Café
6 a.m. – 4 a.m.

Rendezvous Lounge
Closed for alcoholic beverages, soda serv-

ice until midnight. 
Sage Restaurant and O zone Nightclub

closed.
New Year’s Eve

Waas no De’ Buffet  
8-10:30 a.m. for breakfast, 11 a.m. – 4:30

p.m. for lunch, 5-11:30 p.m. for dinner
and 12:30 a.m. – 3 a.m. for breakfast buf-

fet. 
Copper Café

Open 24 hours.
Rendezvous Lounge

10 a.m. – 4 a.m.
Sage Restaurant 

5 p.m. – midnight.
O zone Nightclub
9 p.m. – 4 a.m.
New Year’s Day

Waas no De’ Buffet  
8-10:30 a.m. for breakfast, 11 a.m. – 4:30
p.m. for lunch and 5-10 p.m. for dinner.

Copper Café
6 a.m. – 4 a.m.

Rendezvous Lounge
10 a.m. – 2 a.m.

Sage Restaurant 
5-9 p.m.

O zone Nightclub
Noon – midnight.
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By Lynn M. Trozzo, Odawa
Casino Resort Recruiter

It is now five months after the
grand opening of the brand new
Odawa Casino Resort in Petoskey,
MI, and the applications continue to
flow in. The interest for working for
the Employer of Choice in northern
Michigan has surpassed all of our ex-
pectations.

When we started our recruiting
campaign, “We Have Jobs,” we knew
then the 500-plus jobs weren’t going
to be too difficult to fill when we had
1,200 applicants show up for our first
career fair. 

The applications continue to
pour in at approximately 350 per
month, and the employment page on
our website, www.odawacasino.com,
takes about 3,600-3,800 hits per
month.

We have been conducting stud-
ies on how we attract our applicants.
Over the past couple of months, we
can see our website is top-notch for
attracting applicants by the number
of hits per month. Our second main
avenue for attracting applicants is
“other employees,” in other words,
“employee referrals.”

We have an extremely high
amount of internal team member re-
cruiters, who go out and spread the
word we are a leader in the industry
and an employer of choice.

Tribal citizens, there are still op-
portunities available, so please don’t
hesitate to call us if you would like to
become a part of the Odawa Casino
Resort Team. 

You may reach us at 231-439-
5380, 231-439-6100 or apply online
at www.odawacasino.com.

E M P L O Y M E N T C O R N E R

By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator

Prior to the demolition of the
Old Holy Childhood of Jesus School
in Harbor Springs, MI, LTBB and the
Holy Childhood Parish reached a
compromise regarding the building. 

On August 5, Tribal Council
passed Tribal Resolution #080507-02,
which supported saving the Holy
Childhood of Jesus School building
for future uses promoting Native lan-
guage, arts and cultural learning and
urged Bishop Patrick R. Cooney and

Father Joe Graff to open an immediate
dialogue with Kateri Walker and dis-
cuss options for saving the historic
building.

After meetings between LTBB
representatives, Walker and represen-
tatives from the Holy Childhood
Parish and its building committee, it
was determined saving the actual
building was no longer a viable op-
tion. 

On October 7, Tribal Council
passed Tribal Resolution #100707-03
to acknowledge the revised building
plans for the new Holy Childhood
Parish Hall and to donate $5,000 to
the Holy Childhood Building Fund. 

According to Tribal Resolution
#100707-03, a compromise was ne-
gotiated by which saving a “sense of
place” was accepted by all the inter-
ested parties. 

As much as possible of the brick
and concrete work, which made up
the “1913” doorway and capstone was
saved so the doorway could be recon-
structed as the entrance to the new
building. Building materials were also

saved so they could be used to recon-
struct one of the classrooms in the
new building to resemble a classroom
in the old building. One of the many
contemplated uses of the classroom
will be to help promote Native lan-
guage, arts and culture via use by tribal
community members for various ac-
tivities. 

The implementation of this com-
promise required additional funding
over and above the approximately $4
million raised by the building com-
mittee for its original project. The
building committee requested fund-
ing from LTBB in order to fulfill the
compromise. 

The $4 million church addition
will include a parish hall, kitchen, a
faith formation center with four
rooms for classes or meetings and a
parish library. There will also be a
2,320 square foot addition added to
Holy Childhood Church that will in-
clude a gathering place and possible
additional seating.

Photo by Communications Coor-
dinator Annette VanDeCar. 

Tax Agreement 
Reminder

When moving into
t h e  L T B B  T a x
Agreement Area, in
order to become 
a Resident Tribal
Member, you must
c h a n g e  y o u r
address in writing
at the Enrollment
Department located
i n  t h e  L T B B
G o v e r n m e n t a l
Center in Harbor
Springs, MI. Your
RTM status will
take effect on the
f i rs t  day  of  the
following month in
which you moved. 

LTBB AND HOLY CHILDHOOD PARISH REACH COMPROMISE
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Odawa Trails staff report

On November 30, the Michigan
Historical Museum and Lansing Prin-
cipal Shopping District announced
the late Andrew J. Blackbird (1815-
1908) as a 2007 Michigan Walk of
Fame inductee.

Blackbird is among 12 state resi-
dents, who will be recognized this
year for their exceptional life service
and for significantly contributing to
Michigan’s civic, cultural and entre-
preneurial heritage. Each inductee
will be honored with an 18- by 30-
inch bronze plaque embedded in the

sidewalks of downtown Lansing, MI.
It will feature a star with their name
and description of their achievements.
They will also be recognized through
individual biographies on the Walk
of Fame website www.michigan-
walkoffame.com.

Blackbird was one of more than
600 nominees screened in the Michi-
gan Walk of Fame’s six categories
(agriculture; business and industry;
arts and entertainment; athletics and
recreation; civic and community lead-
ership; education and literature; and
medicine, science and technology. 

THE LATE ANDREW J. BLACK-
BIRD RECENTLY INDUCTED INTO

MICHIGAN‘S WALK OF FAME

Odawa historical figure
among more than 600
nominees for Michigan’s
Walk of Fame this year.

The “Native Tongue” article that appears in this space in the
printed version of the Odawa Trails was originally printed in the
Lansing State Journal. The Odawa Trails staff was granted per-
mission by the Lansing State Journal to publish this story in print
format only. The permission did not allow for web publishing.
Odawa Trails staff is very sorry for any inconvenience this may
cause to our readers.
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Odawa Trails staff report

The Partnership for a Drug-Free
America and the National Congress
of the American Indians (NCAI) are
collaborating on a national campaign
targeting methamphetamine abuse in
Indian Country. 

The campaign is designed to raise
awareness and reduce use of the highly
addictive drug in Native communities.
The research-based campaign will in-
clude public service messages for radio
and print and posters. Radio, print and
poster ads are aimed at Native youth,
and print and radio messages target
Native adults and elders. The messages
encourage youth to draw strength
from their traditions, heritage and
connection with other teens to avoid
the trap of methamphetamine. They
also encourage Native elders and
adults to stay involved in kids’ lives as
a way to keep communities and vil-
lages safe from drugs. The ads are cur-
rently in production and slated for dis-
tribution through early 2008. 

Public service messages will be
distributed on a pro-bono basis by
NCAI, the Partnership for a Drug-
Free America and various community
groups. Initial distribution will focus
on Alaska, Arizona, Montana, New
Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota
and Wyoming. However, they are
available to all interested tribal com-
munities by contacting Jackson Brossy
at 202-466-7767 or jbrossy@ncai.org.

Nationally, Native Americans, in-
cluding American Indians, Alaska Na-
tives and Native Hawaiians experience
the highest rates of methamphetamine
abuse among all other ethnicities. A
2006 report from the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs indicates 74% of tribal po-
lice forces rank methamphetamine as
their greatest drug threat, and 48% re-
port an increase in child neglect and
abuse cases due to increased metham-
phetamine use. 

United Nations General Assem-
bly Adopts Historic Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

On September 13, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted
the Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples by an overwhelming
majority (143 voted in favor, four op-
posed and 11 abstained). 

The declaration affirms the col-
lective human rights of Indigenous
Peoples across a broad range of areas
including self-determination, spiritu-
ality, land rights and rights to intel-
lectual property. 

The United States was one of the
countries, who voted against the dec-
laration. Canada, Australia and New
Zealand also voted against the decla-
ration.

NCAI and its attorneys, the Na-
tive American Rights Fund (NARF)
were actively involved in the process of
elaborating the declaration since 1999. 

NCAI’s 2008 Native Vote Ini-
tiative Unveiled

On November 12, NCAI rolled
out its 2008 Native Vote initiative, an
aggressive plan to count every Indian
vote in the 2008 elections and to cre-
ate a national infrastructure and net-
work for empowering the Native Vote
throughout the United States. 

NCAI’s Native Vote target states
are Alaska, Arizona, California, Col-
orado, Idaho, Michigan, Minnesota,
Montana, North Dakota, Nevada,
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Washing-
ton and Wisconsin. 

The four core initiatives are Get

out the Vote Trainings (GOTV), Elec-
tion Protection Project, Candidate Ed-
ucation and Media Campaign. The
GOTV Trainings provide tribal com-
munities with training to educate, en-
gage and mobilize Native voters in
their communities. The Election Pro-
tection Project ensures the fairness of
voting laws and protecting Native vot-
ers on Election Day. The Candidate
Education educates candidates on the
federal, state and local level on the im-
portant issues in Indian Country. The
Media Campaign communicates Na-
tive Vote message to local, regional and
national media in the Native and non-
Native media to engage the base and
educate the general public. 

For more information, contact
Peggy Flanagan at pflanagan@ncai.org
or Adam McMullin at
amcmullin@ncai.org. 

Youth Summit Addresses Cli-
mate Change

More than 5,000 students at-
tended Power Shift 2007 from No-
vember 2-5 in College Park, MD. 

It was the largest youth summit
on climate change. A number of in-
digenous youth attended the confer-
ence as keynote speakers, panelists, stu-
dent activist leaders and participants. 

Young people spoke in a congres-
sional hearing before the Select Com-
mittee on Energy Independence and
Global Warming, and met with sena-
tors and representatives from their re-
spective states. 

The keynote speaker was Evon
Peter, a former chief of the Neetsaii
Gwich’in. Peter has advocated indige-
nous and environmental rights to the
United Nations and the Arctic Coun-
cil forum and is currently the Execu-
tive Director of Native Movement,
which focuses on “grassroots aware-
ness, advocacy, action and values” in
Alaska and southwest Native commu-
nities. 

The summit ended with a day of
lobbying members of Congress on
Capitol Hill, addressing global warm-
ing, climate change and related local
community concerns. 

The Energy Action Coalition, a
group of more than 40 organizations
that work together toward a “clean en-
ergy” future, organized the summit.

“Water Flowing Together” Gar-
nering Accolades

The new film “Water Flowing To-
gether” chronicles the story of Jock
Soto, who recently retired from the
New York City Ballet at age 40 after a
24-year career. 

Soto, who is gay, is Navajo on his
mother’s side and Puerto Rican on his
father’s side. He is considered one of
the greatest dancers of his generation.
Soto asked Gwendolen Cates to make
the film as a homage to his parents as
well as to encourage closeted gays to
come out. 

The award-winning documentary
was shown at the National Museum
of the American Indian on November
27, the Santa Fe Film Festival on No-
vember 29 and will be shown on PBS’
“Independent Lens” on April 8.   

For more information on the
film, please visit www.waterflowingto-
gether.com. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ASPIRING NATIVE JOURNALISTS
Odawa Trails staff report 

American Indian Journalism
Institute

The American Indian Journalism
Institute (AIJI) is an academic, schol-
arship and internship program for col-
lege students run and funded by the
Freedom Forum, a foundation which
promotes employment diversity in
America’s newsrooms.

Approximately 300 Native
Americans work at daily newspapers
out of the more than 55,000 daily
newspapers journalists nationwide. As
you can see by the low percentage of
Native journalists at daily newspapers,
many more are needed to ensure ac-
curate and fair coverage of Native is-
sues and people. 

AIJI provides a unique opportu-
nity for Native students to learn about
journalism and consider it a career,
which will help improve newsroom
diversity around the country. 

For three weeks in June, Native
students will learn the craft of jour-
nalism through one of several jour-
nalism courses taught at the Freedom
Forum’s Al Neuharth Media Center
on the University of South Dakota’s
Vermillion campus. Accepted stu-
dents will be placed in an appropriate
course based on their experience, in-
terests and previous coursework. 

Applications are welcome from
any Native college student hoping to
become a journalist. Students attend
AIJI for free and receive other finan-
cial assistance, including room and
board during the program and a
scholarship/stipend upon completion
of the program. AIJI students may be
eligible for college credit.

After successful completion of
the program, top AIJI graduates are
hired for six-week paid internships as
reporters, copy editors, photographers
or multimedia journalists with daily
newspapers and with the Associated
Press. 

Applicants must submit a com-
pleted and signed application; a writ-
ten essay (500-750 word minimum
recommended) about the applicant; a
color headshot hard copy sent by mail
or jpeg sent by e-mail to aiji@free-
domforum.org; two letters of recom-
mendation, preferably from teachers,

work supervisors, former employers
or members of the journalism com-
munity; a copy of your most recent
college transcript; a resume’ or year-
by-year listing of education and work
history; and four to six work samples
of any writing/editing/photo/web ex-
perience or classroom work. 

The essay will be read for con-
tent and to determine the applicant’s
ability to think and to express
thoughts and ideas coherently. The
essay should be autobiographical with
an emphasis on interest in journalism
and what the applicant hopes to ac-
complish through AIJI. 

Applications must be received
no later than February 1. 

To download an application,
please visit www.freedomforum.org. 

For more information or to sub-
mit an application, please call or
write:

Jack Marsh
American Indian Journalism In-

stitute
555 Dakota St. 
Vermillion, SD  57069
605-677-3114 or 605-677-5424
aiji@freedomforum.org

Blethen Maine Newspapers Mi-
nority Summer Internship

Blethen Maine Newspapers,
which is a part of the Seattle Times
Co. and the largest newspaper com-
pany in Maine, is pleased to announce
the continuation of its summer in-
ternship program for college students
and recent college graduates, who are
interested in journalism careers. 

The Blethen Maine Newspapers
Minority Summer Internship is a 12-
week program, which gives entry-level
journalists of minority ethnic or racial
descent some valuable daily news-
room experience at Maine’s largest
newspaper.

The program enables college stu-
dents at the bachelor or graduate level
as well as recent college graduates the
chance to hone their journalistic skills.
The interns work with experienced
editors, who will provide guidance,
mentoring and coaching.

Interns work as members of the
staff, only with more coaching. Jour-
nalists in any discipline (reporting,
copy editing, photography or graphic

design) may apply. These are paid po-
sitions.

The program’s next two open-
ings will take place in the summer of
2008.

Interested writers, copy editors,
photographers, graphic artists and
other journalists should send a re-
sume’, cover letter and a half dozen
samples of their work to Blethen
Maine Newspapers Minority Summer
Internship Program, c/o Eric Blom,
Portland Press Herald, 390 Congress
St., Portland, Maine, 04101. 

Applications must be received by
February 1. 

Gannett Company Talent De-
velopment Program

Gannett Company, Inc. is look-
ing for the best and brightest journal-
ism professionals.

Its goal is to build a long-term
program, which provides a pipeline
of diverse and exceptional talent by
recruiting, hiring and developing a se-
lect group of the nation’s top gradu-
ating seniors (graduate and under-
graduate). 

Participants will learn about
Gannett’s Information Centers and
new strategies for selling audience-
based advertising. They will also learn
about our new initiatives in digital
media, circulation and finance. We
are changing what we offer our read-
ers, viewers and advertisers.

Applications are due to Gannett
Co., Inc. by February 29, 2008 for
consideration for the program. All ap-
plicants will be notified by April 11,
2008 of their selection status. The
2008 training program will begin
with an orientation at Gannett’s head-
quarters on June 5-6. Participants will
be trained for 10 weeks at Gannett
locations, including USA Today, our
84 daily newspapers and 23 television
stations.

At the successful completion of
the training, participants will be of-
fered a full-time position with Gan-
nett.

For more information, please
contact Nancy St. Cyr, Talent Devel-
opment Administrator, at
nstcyr@gannett.com or Allison
Looney, Talent Development Spe-
cialist, at alooney@gannett.com. 
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(Wemigwase) Gasco, was se-
lected from the approximately 350
girls from the United States and
Canada who applied. For Cup 2008,
kfastpitch.com selected six NAST
teams with 10 players on each team.
Teams from the Netherlands, France,
United Kingdom, Czech Republic,
Germany, Belgium, France and Russia
will compete in Cup 2008. The
NAST teams will also play the Dutch
Olympic team at Cup 2008. Besides
competing in Cup 2008, Gasco and
her teammates will tour Amsterdam
for a day and spend three days and
three nights in Paris, France. In her
sophomore season at PHS in 2007,
Gasco posted a 20-9 record with a
0.88 earned run average and had 308
strikeouts on the mound, and she led
the PHS offense with a .400 batting
average, 11 home runs (nine over the
fence), a .610 on-base percentage and
47 runs batted in (RBI). She is second
on the Michigan softball state list for
RBI in a game with eight. Gasco holds
all of the PHS pitching records. 

Victories Casino and Hotel
Employees Give Back to the Com-
munity

On February 10 at Challenge
Mountain in Walloon Lake, MI, Vic-
tories Casino and Hotel employees
volunteered their time to cater and
serve at the Great Lakes Burn Camp
Luncheon. The luncheon fed approx-
imately 100 children plus their adult
chaperones. The Great Lakes Burn
Camp based in Jackson, MI, is a spe-
cial place for kids ages 7-17 to meet,
heal, grow and support other burn
survivors. Victories Casino and Hotel
employees also handed out goodie
bags for the children. 

Anishinaabemowin Language
Class Offered at Harbor Springs
High School

LTBB and Harbor Springs High
School worked collaboratively to es-
tablish an Anishinaabemowin Lan-
guage class first offered in fall 2007.
The class is taught by Language In-
structor Doreen Peltier, a member of
the Wikwemikong First Nation in
Manitoulin Island, Ontario, Canada.
The language class was open to all stu-
dents in the Charlevoix-Emmet Inter-
mediate School district and to any
community member free of charge.
Harbor Springs High School Princi-
pal Susan Jacobs worked with the Ed-
ucation Department, the Language
Program and the Archives, Records
and Cultural Preservation Depart-
ment to establish it. 

LTBB Received Part of the
Council Tree

In early March, a storm knocked
down a large portion of the Council
Tree. The Council Tree, located in
Readmond Township, MI, was the
site for many council fires for the
tribes living in the northern Michigan
area. Because of the Council Tree’s
historical and cultural significance,
LTBB obtained the necessary ap-
provals to acquire the portion
knocked down. LTBB took posses-
sion of it on March 8.

Holy Childhood of Jesus
Church Donates Pews

Holy Childhood of Jesus
Church in Harbor Springs donated
six pews to the LTBB Elders. The
pews were removed from the former
Holy Childhood of Jesus School, and
they remain at the LTBB Govern-
mental Center in Harbor Springs.
They were made in the late 1800s and
were located in the second floor
chapel.

Alicya Wix Crowned 2007
Miss Odawa

Alicya Wix, who is of Odawa de-
scent, was crowned the 2007 Miss
Odawa on August 12 at the 16th An-
nual Odawa Homecoming Jiingta-
mok. Wix has danced traditional,
jingle dress and fancy shawl, and her
grandmother, LTBB Tribal Citizen,
Theresa Shawanesse, taught her how
to dance. Wix, who lives in East-
pointe, MI, and is a freshman at East
Detroit High School, started dancing
when she was one.

LTBB Tribal Citizen Joins
LTBB Judiciary

On May 17 at the LTBB Gov-
ernmental Center in Harbor Springs,
Appellate Justice Rita Gasco-Shepard
swore in LTBB Tribal Citizen James
Genia as an Appellate Justice. Genia
replaced Donna L. Budnick, who re-
signed as an Appellate Justice when
she accepted the position of Legisla-
tive Attorney in April.

Fifth Annual Family Resource
Fair

Approximately 100 people at-
tended the Fifth Annual Family Re-
source Fair held April 28 at the LTBB
Governmental Center. The fair, coor-
dinated by the Education Depart-
ment, featured informational booths
by 14 northern Michigan area com-
munity organizations and LTBB de-
partments or programs. It also served
as a kickoff event for the LTBB and
the Greater Community Big Read
Project 2007. 

2007 Annual Membership
Meeting

LTBB held the 2007 Annual
Membership Meeting on May 12 at
Petoskey Middle School in Petoskey.
Ken Harrington served as the General
Membership Speaker. The approxi-
mately 200 LTBB Tribal Citizens in
attendance elected Marci Reyes as the
2008 General Membership Speaker.
Fifteen Rules of Conduct for the
2008 Membership Meeting were
voted on and adopted there. One of
the rules adopted was having LTBB
departments and programs as well as
Odawa Casino Resort departments
have informational booths there. 

Team 99ers Honored
On May 11 at Odawa Hotel, the

Victories Voices Newsletter Commit-
tee hosted a luncheon honoring Team
99ers. Team 99ers refers to the 57
people employed by Victories Casino
and Hotel since July 16, 1999 – the
grand opening date for Victories
Casino in Petoskey. After having
lunch, Team 99ers shared stories and
memories. A photo of all the Team
99ers was taken outside the hotel, and
group photos of the departments rep-
resented there were also taken inside
the hotel. Victories Casino closed on
June 18, and Odawa Casino Resort

opened on June 20. At press time,
plans for the Victories Casino build-
ing had not been announced.

Woodland Singers Open for
Yolanda Martinez

On May 26 at Petoskey Middle
School, the Woodland Singers (Har-
riet Kishigo-Booth, Vicki Lynn, Vir-
ginia Schansema, Andrea Otto,
Rochelle Ettawageshik, Veronica
Medicine, Yvonne Walker-Keshick,
Debbie Martin and Marilyn Hume)
opened for Yolanda Martinez. Mar-
tinez won the 2005 Best Female
Artist Native American Music Award,
and she was nominated in the cate-
gory for 2007. The Woodland Singers
performed six songs with Martinez
joining them for the last two songs.
During her concert, Martinez invited
members of the Woodland Singers to
sing “Buffalo Woman” with her on-
stage. Ettawageshik, Medicine,
Schansema and Martin joined her on-
stage. The idea of starting a LTBB
Women’s Hand Drum group started
after some members of the Woodland
Singers saw the Mother Earth Water
Walkers perform in 2003. The group
became more organized in 2004 and
chose their name in 2007. 

LTBB Finishes Second at
Michigan Indian Family Olympics

After winning the Michigan In-
dian Family Olympics in 2004, 2005
and 2006, LTBB was second in 2007.
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of
Potawatomi Indians won with 323
points, and LTBB was second with
302. 

2007 LTBB Goonignebig
Games

On February 3 at the LTBB
Governmental Center, the 2007
LTBB Goonignebig Games was held
with approximately 110 people in at-
tendance. Awards were given to the
top three competitors in each male
and female category, and achievement
medals were given to all participants
12 and under who did not receive a
trophy. Snowsnake is exclusively a Na-
tive American game. The snowsnake
when hurled along a track may travel
up to a mile if conditions are ideal.
Years ago, the snakes were thrown
down the road, river, along fence rows
or wherever handy. The track was in-
troduced to the game about the turn
of the century. The skill of the snows-
nake maker is extremely influential in
producing a winning snowsnake. But
equally important is how the snows-
nake is prepared once it is made. This
year’s Snowsnake Games is February
2.

LTBB Hosts Competitive and
Traditional Pow Wows

LTBB hosted the 16th Annual
Odawa Homecoming Jiingtamok on
August 11 and 12 at the Pow Wow
Grounds in Harbor Springs. More
than 2,000 spectators attended the
two-day event. LTBB hosted the Tra-
ditional Jiingtamok on September 15
at the Osborne Road property in
Readmond Township. 

LTBB Consults on Mural at
Petoskey Public Library

The Petoskey Public Library
commissioned Nikolas Burkhart to
create a Native American themed
mural at the library. To ensure the
mural would be historically and cul-
turally accurate, Burkhart contacted
LTBB. Archives Technician Yvonne
Walker-Keshick consulted with
Burkhart as he created the mural that
depicts Native life predating Euro-
pean contact. A dedication of the
mural was held on December 20 at
the library. Due to deadline con-
straints, coverage of the dedication
will appear in the February issue of

Odawa Trails. 
LTBB Issues First Ever Mar-

riage License
The Enrollment Department is-

sued LTBB’s first marriage license
under the Marriage Statute on July 20
to Russell Worthington and Kimberly
Keshick. They were married that af-
ternoon in the Tribal Courtroom.

LTBB Participates in Steps
Walking Challenge 2007

LTBB was third in the First An-
nual Tribe to Tribe Walking Chal-
lenge with 728,932 steps per
participant. Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community won the challenge with
1,243,339 steps per participant. For
17 weeks, people kept track of their
steps using pedometers or step equiv-
alent charts. LTBB’s youngest walker
was nine, and its oldest walker was 76.
Seventy-five LTBB participants
turned in their step logs. 

LTBB Hosts Indian Country
Roundtable Discussion

Before his September 17 resigna-
tion, Attorney General Alberto Gon-
zales held an Indian Country
Roundtable Discussion on August 14
with the leaders of Michigan’s 12 fed-
erally recognized tribes at the LTBB
Governmental Center. Gonzales vis-
ited with tribal leaders to discuss the
importance of sustained commitment
to cooperation among tribal, state and
federal law enforcement agencies. He
participated in a roundtable discus-
sion, focusing on the challenges each
tribe faces, their law enforcement suc-
cesses, and identifying ways the De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) can better
assist tribes in enforcing the law. Gon-
zales also announced new DOJ grant
awards totaling more than $3 million.

13th Annual Sovereignty Day
Celebration

To commemorate the September
21, 2004 reaffirmation of LTBB, the
LTBB tribal community came to-
gether for the 13th Annual Sover-
eignty Day Celebration. The
celebration, held September 22 at the
LTBB Governmental Center, fea-
tured a parade, bike decorating for
children, clowns, cake walks, arts and
crafts booths, a scavenger hunt, enter-
tainment by Chris Dominic, bingo, a
fire safety demonstration for children,
door prizes and a feast. The event’s
theme was “Showing our Gratitude.”

Big Rock Historical Marker
Unveiled

Representatives from Con-
sumers Energy, LTBB and Michigan
Historical Commission officials un-
veiled a state historical marker recog-
nizing Big Rock at the G. Roberts
Adams Roadside Park east of
Charlevoix, MI, on August 25. The
marker honors the achievements of
the Big Rock Nuclear Plant, which
closed on August 29, 1997 after more
than 30 years of operation, and the
significance of the area to the Odawa
people. Kchiniing (big rock) was im-
portant to the tribe because it was a
navigational landmark. 

2007 Tribal Council Elections
The Tribal Council General

Election took place on June 25 with
Marvin Mulholland (322 votes),
Shirley Oldman (313 votes), Regina
Gasco-Bentley (312 votes) and Ger-
ald Chingwa (308 votes) all being
elected to Tribal Council. All will
serve on Tribal Council until 2011. 

Historic Three Fires Confeder-
acy Gathering Held

The Three Fires Confederacy is
the powerful alliance of the Anishi-
naabeg people named after the three
nations of the Ojibway, Odawa and
Pottawatomi. The Ojibway are the
faithkeepers, the Odawa are the pro-

tectors and the Pottawatomi are the
keepers of the fire. From August 20-
26 at the Garden River First Nation,
the Three Fires Confederacy Gather-
ing was held. The participants of this
gathering confirmed their collective
desire for governance models based
on traditional teachings and have
pledged to make the rare gathering an
annual event. Delegates stood in uni-
son to offer unanimous support to a
declaration pledging to base future
Anishinabek governance models on
the clan system and to create health
and education systems grounded in
traditional knowledge and teachings.
More than 2,000 people attended the
gathering.

Tribal Chairman Selected for
Award and Position

Tribal Chairman Frank Et-
tawageshik received a 2007 Great
Lakes Guardian of the Year award at
the Clean Water Action’s 2007 Great
Lakes Award Celebration on October
10 in East Lansing, MI. The award is
given to an individual who is a leader
in protecting Michigan’s Great Lakes.
Ettawageshik along with his First Na-
tions contemporary led 140 tribes and
Canadian First Nations to sign the
historic Tribal and First National
Great Lakes Water Accord, urging
Canadian provinces and Great Lakes
state governments with boundaries on
the Great Lakes to prevent diversion
of the waters. NCAI selected Et-
tawageshik as an Alternate Vice Pres-
ident for the Midwest Region at the
NCAI Annual Meeting held in mid-
November. 

Michigan’s First Case of Unaf-
filiated Native American Remains
Successful

On October 15, LTBB in con-
junction with the Sault Ste. Marie
Tribe of Chippewa Indians, the Bay
Mills Indian Community and the
Michigan Technological University
(MTU) presented the first case of un-
affiliated Native American human re-
mains from the state of Michigan.
The remains were from Gros Cap
Cemetery in St. Ignace, MI, and they
were discovered during road con-
struction near the cemetery in 1979
by a MTU student doing survey work
to define the boundaries of the ceme-
tery. This is how the remains came
into MTU’s possession. The remains
were partial remains of an individual,
but not enough of the remains were
found to determine if they were Na-
tive or not. Because of the history of
the Odawa and Ojibway in the area,
where and how the remains were
found, and the antiquity of the ceme-
tery, it was highly probable the re-
mains were Native. The remains will
be transferred to the Sault Tribe, and
they will be properly buried. This was
the first successful case of unaffiliated
remains from the state of Michigan. 

LTBB Family Fall Gathering
The Substance Abuse and Men-

tal Health Department, the Educa-
tion Department and the Health
Department sponsored the LTBB
Family Fall Gathering at Just-A-Plain
Farm in Carp Lake, MI, on October
20. Activities included hayrides, navi-
gating your way through corn mazes,
pumpkin/gourd picking and a feast.
Approximately 400 people attended
the event. 

Restoration of Burial Grounds
On March 25, Tribal Council

passed Tribal Resolution #032507-01
to appropriate $10,000 to create a
cemetery fund line item for the pur-
pose of restoration of all burial
grounds within the 1855 Treaty area
under the oversight of the Cultural
Preservation Department. 
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Photos by Annette
VanDeCar except for
the last four photos.
Those were taken by
Tina Peterson.

WINTER SOLSTICE PARTY HELD DECEMBER 8 IN PETOSKEY, MI
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