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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indi-
ans  is accepting applications from tribal citizens for 
COVID-19 Emergency Disaster Relief CARES Act 
funding.

Th is funding is intended to help LTBB Citizens re-
spond to COVID-19 by providing economic support to 
those suff ering from employment or business interrup-
tions due to COVID-19-related closures.

Staff  have been working tirelessly to ensure our 
community stays safe during this crisis and that citizens 
are provided some economic relief during these diffi  -
cult times. On July 23, 2020, Tribal Chairperson Regina 
Gasco-Bentley signed the appropriation of the CARES 
Act funding to provide Emergency Disaster Relief to all 
citizens.

LTBB will provide this program through the Hu-
man Services Department. Th e program is intended to 
be fl exible and responsive to the needs and priorities of 
tribal citizens anywhere they reside.

Emergency Disaster Relief Assistance may cover 

C O V I D - 1 9  E M E R G E N C Y  D I S A S T E R 
R E L I E F  C A R E S  A C T  F U N D I N G 
A V A I L A B L E  F O R  L T B B  T R I B A L 
C I T I Z E N S

“CARES Act Funding” continued on page 24.

Editor’s note: Th e following is a 
press release from the offi  ce of Mich-
igan Governor Gretchen Whitmer. 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
announced the following appoint-
ments to the Michigan Statewide In-
dependent Living Council. 

Th e Michigan Statewide Inde-
pendent Living Council was rees-
tablished by Governor Whitmer’s 
Executive Order 2020-130. To be 
eligible to receive federal assistance 
under Title VII of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, Public Law 93-112, as 
amended, 29 § U.S. Code 796 et seq., 
a state must establish and maintain a 
statewide independent living coun-
cil, consistent with the requirements 
set forth in 29 § U.S. Code 796d. Th e 
Michigan Statewide Independent 
Living Council has been periodically 
reestablished over the years, most re-
cently under Executive Order 2016-
11. Reestablishment of the council at 
this time is necessary to ensure com-
pliance with current requirements 
under federal law and to further 
strengthen working relationships 
among the council and entities pro-
viding services to individuals with 
disabilities, centers for independent 
living and other programs. 

Th e Michigan Statewide Inde-
pendent Living Council is charged 
with developing the state plan as 
provided in Section 704(a)(2) of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 USC 
796c(a)(2). Th e council may work 
with centers for independent living 
to coordinate services with public 
and private entities to improve ser-
vices provided to individuals with 
disabilities and conduct resource 
development activities to support 
the council and the provision of in-
dependent living services by centers 
for independent living. 

Th e council will consist of the 
Director of Michigan Rehabilitation 
Services, the Director of the Bureau 
of Services for Blind Persons, a rep-
resentative from the Michigan De-
partment of Civil Rights Division on 
Deaf, Blind and Hard of Hearing, a 
representative from the Michigan 

Department of Education Offi  ce of 
Special Education and a representa-
tive from the Department of Health 
and Human Services with knowl-
edge of all programs within the de-
partment impacting individuals with 
disabilities. 

Th e 11 members appointed by 
the governor include  Frank E. An-
imikwam, M.D., of Okemos, MI; 
Allen Beauchamp of Negaunee, MI; 
Jamia M. Davis of Southfi eld, MI; 
Stephanie L. Deible of Grant, MI; 
Th eodore R. Dorsette III of Detroit, 
MI; Yvonne Fleener of Grand Ledge, 
MI; Charles William Harrison, Jr. 
of Redford, MI; Melinda Kulasa of 
Richland, MI; Janice K. Lampman 
of Midland, MI; Th eresa Metzmaker 
of Lansing, MI; and Mark A. Pierce, 
Sr. of Dimondale, MI. Th ese appoint-
ments are not subject to the advice 
and consent of the Senate.  

Frank E. Animikwam, M.D. is 
a Family Medicine Resident Physi-
cian at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing, 
MI, and a citizen of the Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. 
He earned his Doctor of Medicine 
from Michigan State University. Dr. 
Animikwam is appointed to repre-
sent residents of this state, including 
residents who represent the under-
served or tribal communities. His 
term commenced on July 21, 2020 
and expires on  December 31, 2022. 

Courtesy photo.

By Jim Bransky, LTBB General Counsel

You may have already seen in local media or online 
that on July 24, 2020, the federal court extended the 2000 
Great Lakes Consent Decree until December 31, 2020. 
Otherwise, the 2000 Great Lakes Consent Decree by 
its own terms would have expired on August 8, 2020. A 
consent decree is an agreement reached by the parties in a 
case that the judge then signs and enters as a binding order 
of the court. Th is article provides a short explanation of 
the historical context of this recent development.

In 1836, the Odawa/Ottawa and Chippewa signed a 
treaty to cede 26,000,000 acres of land and water to the 
United States that would become almost half of the State 
of Michigan in 1837. Th e Odawa entered into this treaty 
to avoid forced removal to areas such as Kansas, far from 
their upper Great Lakes woodland homeland where 
their ancestors were buried that had sustained them for 
centuries. Th e cession included about 14,000,000 acres of 
land and 12,000,000 acres in Lakes Michigan, Huron and 

Superior. Th e Indians only agreed to this vast cession of 
their ancestral home upon assurance that they would have 
the continued right to hunt, fi sh and gather throughout the 
ceded territory under Article 13 of the treaty. Article 13 
says that, “Th e Indians stipulate for the  right of hunting 
on the lands ceded, with the other usual privileges of 
occupancy, until the land is required for settlement.” In 
1973, the United States, in fulfi llment of its role as trustee 
to the 1836 Treaty signatory tribes, fi led the case of United 
States v. Michigan on behalf of the Bay Mills Indian 
Community to confi rm the continued right of the tribe to 
license its members for commercial and subsistence fi shing 
in Lakes Huron, Michigan and Superior, and to continue 
to hunt, fi sh and gather in the inland portions of the ceded 
territory. Th e Bay Mills Indian Community as well as the 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (SSM), the 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 
(GTB), the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (LRB) and 
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians (LTBB) 

2 0 0 0  G R E A T  L A K E S  C O N S E N T  D E C R E E  E X T E N D E D  U N T I L  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0

“Consent Decree” continued on page  23 .
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Th e Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have 
a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space 
and content.

Th e deadline for the October 2020 issue of Odawa Trails is August 31, 2020.
 You can e-mail or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-1429. Please only 

call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

 Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians
Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of LTBB Mission Statement 

Debendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aawiyiing.  Geyaabi gdaa’aanaa miinwaa gdanwewmi Anishinaabemowin, maanda egishkaago’iing debendiz-
iwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwaa wiimnaadendiziyiing.  Gdabendaanaa debendiziwin kina gwaya Odawak naasaap eyaamjik, maanda naa-
kinigewinan, maadiziwin miinwaa mnidoowaadiziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik debendamowaad. Maanda debendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, kanamaajiidonaa 
niigaan ezhibezhigoyiing, kinoomaadwin, dbaakinigewin, giigidowin miinwaa naakinigewin.  Kazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadiziwin 
waabii’aamigak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendamowin, aakde’ewin, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaa-
dendiziwin miinwaa debwewin.  Kanakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing nakaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishi-
naabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa.  Ninda eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

LTBB Mission Statement
Being Odawa is all about freedom.  Th e Freedom to be a part of a people who, with integrity and pride, still have and speak our own language.  Th e 

freedom to share in common with all other Odawak the customs, culture, and spirituality of our ancestors.  Th e freedom we have today we will bring to 
the future through unity, education, justice, communication, and planning.  We will reach out to the next seven generations by holding to cultural values 
of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth.  We will utilize our Tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, 
hard-working community members who proudly represent our culture.  With these values we will move the Tribe forward.

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com

Beverly Wemigwase, Receptionist 231-242-1400
            1-866-652-5822

Election Board Chairperson
Carol Quinones

616-774-9534 or 616-206-6482         

Tribal Administration
242-1400

Tribal Chairman’s Offi  ce
Julie Janiskee, Administrative 

Assistant
242-1401

Tribal Council/Legislative Offi  ce
Linda Gokee, Administrative 

Assistant
1-866-972-0077

Legal Department
Su Lantz, 
Assistant
242-1407

NO Collect Calls Accepted

Offi  ce of Citizens Legal
Assistance

Cherie Dominic, Attorney
242-1433

NO Collect Calls Accepted

Accounting Department
Jon Shawa, Assistant

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts
242-1439

Archives, Records and 
Repatriation Department

Eric Hemenway,
Director
242-1527

Commerce Department
Hayden Hooper, Director

242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar,

Coordinator
242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist

242-1429

Elders Department
Dorothy Pagel,

Administrative Assistant
242-1423

Enrollment Department
Marin Taylor,

Administrative Assistant/
Genealogist

242-1521

Facilities Department
Simon Kenwabikise, Director

242-1532

Education Department
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director
242-1454

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, 

Director
242-1597

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health  
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Maternal Child 
Health Outreach

242-1614

Pharmacy
242-1750

Housing Department
Hunter Johnson, Administrative 

Assistant
242-1540

Human Resources 
Department

Dorla McPeak,
Administrative Assistant

242-1555

Human Services Department
Veronica Sanders, Administrative 

Assistant 
242-1621

IT Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
242-1531

Law Enforcement 
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

Natural Resource 
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Planning, Zoning and
 Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Tribal Planner

242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Brenda Schoolcraft , 
Offi  ce/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Offi  ce
Gwen Teuthorn, Offi  ce Manager 

242-1475

Youth Services Department
Tina Dominic, Coordinator 

242-1593
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Tribal elder Violet Montez (Moses), 90, has been occupying her time 
during the Stay Home, Stay Safe period by spending time with her 
great-grandson, Anthony, watching Toy Story. Th ey live in San Diego, 
CA. 
Photo courtesy of Elisa Montez.

Tribal elder Elena Marquez, who lives in San Diego, CA, has been rock 
painting with her sister to stay safe at home. She said, “It is so fun and 
relaxing.” Th e large turquoise rock is a work in progress and will be put 
in her garden.
Photo courtesy of Elena Marquez. 

What is a coronavirus? 
“An RNA virus that typically 

causes respiratory infection. 
Coronaviruses can cause the 
common cold.”

What is COVID-19?
“It is the infection caused by 

the coronavirus SARS-COV-2.”
Can humans catch 

COVID-19 from animals?
“It is uncertain. Originally, 

COVID-19 is thought to have 
been transmitted to humans 
from an animal, but the risk is 
uncertain. Th ere have been no 
reports of domesticated animals 
transmitting COVID-19 to 
humans. Rarely, animals have 
been COVID positive aft er close 
contact with a COVID positive 
patient, so social distancing can 
apply to your pets as well.”

How is it thought that 
COVID-19 is transmitted from 
person to person?

“Direct person to person 
transmission through close range 
contact mainly via respiratory 
droplets. Virus is released when 
a person coughs, sneezes or talks. 
Droplets typically can travel no 
more than six feet. Infection 
may occur if a person’s hands are 
contaminated by droplets or by 
touching contaminated surfaces 
and then, they touch their eyes, 
nose or mouth.” 

What are the symptoms of 
COVID-19 and is it known why 
the symptoms vary so much 
from person to person?

“Th e most common 
symptoms are fever, dry cough 

and shortness of breath. Less 
commonly, loss of smell and 
taste or diarrhea can occur. It 
is not known why COVID-19 
symptoms may vary or some 
patients have no symptoms.”

Who are in the high-risk 
groups to catch COVID-19?

“Th e elderly, smokers and 
those with chronic illnesses. 
Anyone on drugs that suppress 
the immune system such as 
patients with organ transplants 
and some with rheumatologic 
disorders. Individuals in nursing 
homes are also at increased risk. 
Recently, increased numbers 
of younger individuals in their 
20’s-30’s have been reported 
possibly due to lack of social 
distancing.”

What should someone 
do if he/she has COVID-19 
symptoms and when should 
someone seek medical care?

“If you have any infectious 
symptoms or any other 
severe symptoms, you should 
contact your primary care 
provider’s offi  ce and follow 
their instructions. Call them 
with any other symptoms that 
are concerning to you. If you 
experience shortness of breath, 
chest pain or pressure, seek 
emergency care immediately by 
calling 911.”

Can COVID-19 be caught 
from a person who has no 
symptoms?

“Yes. It has been documented 
that transmission may occur 
from COVID positive patients 
who have no symptoms.”

What are the best ways to 
protect ourselves and others if 
we don’t know who is infected?

“Perform frequent, diligent 
hand washing, wear a mask 
in public, avoid ill contacts 
and crowded places. Keep 
your car and common areas 
clean. Sanitize your hands aft er 
pumping gas. Avoid touching 
your face, (masks help with 

that). Minimize shopping trips 
and close personal interactions. 
Minimize alcohol use, eat 
healthy, exercise and get plenty 
of sleep.”

What should I do if I have 
come in close contact with 
someone who has COVID-19?

“Close contact is defi ned as 
within six feet for 10 minutes 
or longer to a person with a 
confi rmed case, with or without 
a mask. If you feel you have been 
exposed, contact your primary 
care provider’s offi  ce and follow 
their instructions. You should 
avoid potentially exposing others 
and self-monitor for symptoms, 
including fever, cough and 
shortness of breath.” 

What is the diff erence 
between self-isolation, self-
quarantine and distancing?

“Isolation is for sick 
individuals to stay home in 
their own room if possible. 
Th ere are also isolation units in 
the hospital. Quarantine is for 
individuals who may have been 
exposed to stay home but not 
necessarily in an isolation room. 
Social distancing is for everyone. 
Anytime you are around 
others, you should remain six 
feet apart. All these measures 
help to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.”

What drugs or treatments 
have shown some eff ectiveness 
against COVID-19?

“Remdesevir, an antiviral 
medication has been shown to 
be eff ective against COVID-19 
patients who are severely ill and 
in the hospital.”

How long do you think 
it will be before there is an 
eff ective vaccine developed?

“We are hoping the fi rst 
availability of a vaccine will be 
in October. Widespread vaccine 
availability is likely to be in 2021 
depending on clinical trials.”

What have we learned 

Q  A N D  A  W I T H  D R .  T E R R Y  S A M U E L S ,  M D ,  M E D I C A L  D I R E C T O R

“Q&A” continued on page 5.
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September Elders Birthdays
September 1
Betty Gregory
Bonnie Skrocki

William Sadler, Sr.
Sharon Werner

Victoria Haywood
Robert Sadler

Ella Curto

September 2
Susan Scramlin
Susan Russo
Duane Stone
James Smith

September 3
Robert Keshick

Robert Washegesic
Raymond Hays

September 4
Timothy Ettawageshik

Patricia Hansen
Belinda Joy

Richard Keller

September 5
James Leece, Jr.
Alexander Carver
Brian Schwartz

Katherine Petoskey
Beatrice Law
Kevin Scott

September 6
Billy Kaestner

John Kawegoma
Diane Kawegoma

Rose Smalley
Robert Shagonaby
Suzanna Castonia

William McFall
Mary Lynn

September 7
Michael Schlappi
Janice Newstead

September 8
Brian Anthony

Valinda Rowland

September 9
Stuart Martell

DeWaine Shomin
Ronald Smith
Marjorie Janis

September 10
Linda Zeppa

Rodney Mackety
John Vandegriff, Jr.

Hope Reines
Ann Helinski

Karla Bressette
Janet Keshick

Lorelie McGlynn
Jolene Judson

September 11
Karen Norris

Robert Moneypenny
Karen Boda

September 12
David Johnston

Claire Simon
Carol Basford
Charles Moore

September 13
Carol DeMario
Donna Searles
Michael Warren

Franklin Chingwa, Jr.
Caryn Howard-Bundy

Karin Branaman
Ann Notari

Wayne Clark
Thomas Naganashe

Dennis Petoskey
Gregory Keway

September 14
Cynthia Schweiger

Jeffrey Rowland
Marcella Moses-Johnson

Andrea Horstmanshof

September 15
Ann Justice
Mary Burks

Ralph Warren II
Gregory Friske

Julius Kewaygoshkum
Gerald Hardwick

September 16
Samuel Leo

Theodore Lasley
Bruce Trobridge

Darlene Raymond
Terry Erno

Morris Fox, Jr.

September 17
Sharon Sahr-Seres

Ida Kassahn
Linda Rowland

September 18
Michael Deneen
Roy Sebeck, Jr.

Karen Smith
Evangeline Blevins

Richard Nowak
Melody Rothrock

Kevin Watkins
Albert Lasley
Julie Devine

Michae Metzger
Constance Richards

September 19
Joan Brown
Gary Kilmer

Christina Nyari
Darren McGraw

Carol Wright
Cheryl Martin 

September 20
Kimberly Morrow

Sarah Proctor
Elizabeth Saperstein

Tracy LaCroix

September 21
Phillip Keller

Charlene Klont

September 22
Jonathan Norton

Robert Martell, Sr.
Stanley Sineway

Paul Shomin
Richard Shenoskey, Sr.

Sue Vallance

September 23
Mark Shawa

September 24
Thomas Daybird

Tina Toole
James Petoskey

Stephen Deckrow
Harley Adams
Laura Blevins

Toni Kropp

September 25
Michelle Deland
Karen Lo Picolo
Constance Merz

September 26
Robert Stokes
Bonita Thom

Lou Hill

September 27
Theresa Courtney

Joel Kimball
Debra Emery 

Caroline Niebrzydowski

September 28
Emily Harrington

Gilbert Smith
Jean Formosa

September 29
Kimberly Sutton

Edward Gasco, Sr.
Irene Bigeagle

Jerry Shonibin, Sr.
Sherri Siebert
Rose Pyant

September 30
Sharon Friedli-Welter
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If you would like to be on the tribal governmental ven-
dor list for providing goods or services to the LTBB 
government, please contact Mandy Szocinski at 231-
242-1439 or mszocinski@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. Please be 
prepared to provide the following information: Name, 
contact information, good/services you are providing 
and any additional information as required. Supporting 
our tribal businesses is our preference. Chi Miigwech!

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L  B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !

Fuel and tobacco exempted purchases are only available 
to LTBB tribal citizens for their own vehicles or 
consumption. LTBB citizens are not allowed to utilize 
their sales tax exemption for non-LTBB citizens or non-
LTBB owned businesses! Making tax exempt purchases 
for non-LTBB citizens or businesses violates the tax 
agreement and may also violate applicable law. Store 
clerks have the right to deny any and all tax-exempt 
purchases that they have reasonable cause to believe 
are made for a non-tribal citizen or for the business/
commercial vehicle of a citizen’s employer. YOU WILL 
THEN BE CHARGED THE FULL PRICE FOR FUEL 
AND TOBACCO PURCHASES.
All citizens must remain present during the entire 
transaction.

Attention:

from clinical trials of possible 
vaccines?

“Several vaccines are 
showing promise, but true 
immunity and how long it lasts 
are questions that will take time 
to answer.”

Are medical masks only 
recommended for healthcare 
workers?

“N-95 masks fi lter 95% of 
pathogens when worn correctly. 
Recommended for health care 
workers when interacting with 
potential COVID positive 
individuals.

Surgical and cloth masks 
are very eff ective in preventing 
the spread of COVID-19 when 
worn correctly. Th ey work best 
when everyone wears them 
largely by preventing the spread 
of respiratory droplets. Everyone 
should wear these especially 
when social distancing is not 
possible.”

How long does COVID-19 
survive on surfaces and 
can common household 
disinfectants kill the virus on 
surfaces?

“It is unknown how long 
the virus persists on surfaces, 
perhaps up to nine days without 
disinfection. Disinfectants with a 
concentration of ethanol of 70% 
have been shown to inactivate 
coronaviruses including 
COVID-19 in as little as one 
minute. Household disinfectants 
typically list their ingredients 
and if they are active against 
coronaviruses.”

What are the best ways for 
a person to safely travel outside 
their home?

“I do not currently 
recommend non-essential air 
travel. Th e decision to travel 
is an individual one, but you 

must know that travel to areas 
with high COVID activity is 
not recommended. If you travel 
out of state, upon your return, 
quarantine for 14 days if possible 
and monitor for symptoms. 
Local travel will be safer if you 
practice social distancing and 
wear a mask. Keeping hand 
sanitizer and surface cleaning 
supplies in your car is a good 
idea. Periodically clean the 
inside of your car.”

How has northern 
Michigan and our tribal 
community been able to keep 
the number of those infected 
with COVID-19 down?

“Much of our activity in 
summer months is outside 
where there is good air fl ow. 
Once cold weather comes, we 
will spend more time indoors 
and must continue to take every 
precaution. For the most part, 
the spread of COVID-19 in our 
community and among our 
tribe has been well controlled by 
infection control measures. We 
must continue these measures to 
keep our loved ones and all tribal 
citizens as safe as possible.”

How has the availability 
of testing changed since the 
pandemic began?

“Th ere are increasing 
numbers of testing methods 
that have received emergency 
authorization. Th ere are still 
challenges especially on a 
national level. For the most part, 
testing is much more available 
now than when the pandemic 
began.”

What are the diff erent 
kinds of testing?

“Th ere are tests that detect 
genetic material and tests that 
detect antigens or proteins on the 
virus. Th ese tests, when positive, 
demonstrate active infection. 

Th ere are also antibody tests 
which only show if you have 
been exposed to COVID-19, but 
it does not prove immunity.”

Are medical experts 
predicting a second wave of 
infections coming during the 
fl u season and winter?

“Most all medical experts 
expect a second wave during 
the fl u season which lasts 
through winter. As I always do, 
I recommend getting your fl u 
vaccine by early October.”

 What long-term eff ects are 
COVID survivors exhibiting?

“Th ere have been reports 
of long-term symptoms such as 
fatigue, headaches, dizziness, 
hair loss, blood clots, heart 
complications and decreased 
cardiovascular fi tness, which 
all may be related to the virus. 
Further studies are needed to 
evaluate potential long-term 
complications of COVID-19.”

Is there any other 
information you’d like to share 
with tribal citizens?

“Please continue our eff orts 
with frequent hand washing, 
wearing your masks, cleaning 
all surfaces frequently and 
social distancing whenever 
possible. If you go to a business 
or location where patrons and 
staff  are not wearing masks and 
are not properly distanced, exit 
promptly.”

Stay safe!!!
Miigwetch to Dr. Terry 

Samuels, MD, for answering our 
questions and helping to keep our 
tribal community safe!

To view a series of PSA’s 
featuring Dr. Terry Samuels, 
MD, visit the Facebook page 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians Government 
under videos.

Courtesy photo.

“Q&A” continued from page 3.

Th e Department of Commerce (DOC) would 
like to remind the tribal membership about a few 
items pertaining to the Tax Agreement.

First of all, I cannot express enough how im- 
port- ant it is to keep your address updated.

Th e fi rst step in becoming a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) is to offi  cially change your address 
with the Enrollment Department. Th is must be 
done in writing and as soon as possible.

Th e DOC cannot and will not change the esti- 
mated beginning date (EBD) (which is always the 
fi rst in any given month) of a member’s tax exempt 
status (see example below).

It is YOUR responsibility to update your ad- 
dress on fi le with the Enrollment Department. Th is 
date will aff ect how many months you will be able 
to fi le the Annual Resident Tribal Member Sales Tax 
Credit (Tribal Form 4013). It is to your benefi t to be 
able to fi le for the maximum number of months for 
this credit.

In addition, being an RTM will allow you to 
pur- chase large items such as vehicles, boats, mo- 
torcycles and off  the road vehicles tax exempt.

Th ere is a form that needs to be fi lled out called 
a “Request for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of Exemp- 
tion), which is available in my offi  ce. Once this form 
is completely fi lled out, I will then issue the RTM the 

actual Tribal Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal Form 
3998).

If you plan on purchasing any of these items, 
please contact me FIRST, and I will be happy to get 
you the form via e-mail or fax. I am also able to fax 
the TCEs to the dealership you are doing business 
with.

Being an RTM will also allow you to be tax ex- 
empt on utility bills such as phone, cable, gas, pro- 
pane, electricity, satellite and cellular service. If you 
have not fi lled out a Utility Provider Survey, please 
contact the DOC, and I will be happy to get one to 
you.

Also, another important thing to remember is 
if you do move into the Tax Agreement Area (TAA), 
your RTM status does NOT take eff ect until the fi rst 
day of the following month.

Example: I move to Petoskey, MI, (inside the 
TAA) on September 5, 2010. My RTM (EBD) status 
begins October 1, 2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the end of the month 
as possible.

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is viewable on the 
State of Michigan’s website at:

https://tinyurl.com/ltbbmitax
If you have any other questions pertaining to 

the Tax Agreement, call 231-242-1584.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
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Aanii. 
LTBB operations continue 

working closely with local public 
health authorities, taking actions 
in accordance with their adviso-
ries. We are implementing steps 
to ensure the safety and well-
ness of our employees and our 
community, including enhanced 
sanitation of facilities, opting 
for online meetings instead of 
in-person meetings, setting up 
screenings and implementing 

visitor guidelines for those com-
ing to the offi  ces for services. 

Let’s keep safe and help oth-
ers stay safe too during this time. 
Please call and check on your 
friends and family. 

M iigwech and stay safe.

F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E

Chef Justin Gavin (on the right) and Driver Greg Karlis  (on the left ) prepare cold boxed lunches for el-
ders on Tuesday, Wednesday and Th ursday. Lunch is delivered or picked up at the LTBB Governmental 
Center in Harbor Springs, MI. For more information, please contact the Elders Department at 231-242-
1423. Courtesy photo.
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Students must be willing to make a weekly 
commitment. Each class builds upon the previous 
week’s lessons.

It is important to attend each week.
Zoom works best on a computer, laptop or tab-

let. It will also work on a smartphone, but visuals of 
handouts may not display well on the small screen. 
You can download the Zoom app and sign up for a 
free Zoom account. Family and friends can partici-
pate together.

BEGINNING 1 -  Maajtaadaa (maaj taa daa) 
(Let’s get started)

Th is class is for very beginners who are new to 
learning our language. Learn about the alphabet, 
sounds, syllables, self-introductions, simple greet-
ings and basic vocabulary (words & phrases).

Tuesdays on Zoom, 3 - 4:30 pm
Fall Sessions - Each Tuesday - September 29 

through December 15, 2020 (12 weeks).
Register by September 27th.

To register for Maajtaadaa Class,
send an e-mail to langtech@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 

and include: First & Last Name and Your E-mail Ad-
dress.

(include all names if more than one person will 
be participating)

Once registered, you will receive e-mails about 
Maajtaadaa Class and the Zoom Code needed to en-
ter the Zoom class.

BEGINNING 2 -  Shkinishnaabemjik - (shki 
nish naa bem jik) (the new Anishinaabemowin 
speakers)

Th is is a continuing class for Level 2 Begin-
ners who are already familiar with the spelling and 
sounds and already know a good base vocabulary.

Th ursdays on Zoom, 3 - 4:30 pm
Fall Sessions - Each Th ursday - September 24 - 

December 17, 2020 (12 weeks)”
For more information, call 231-242-1457 or 

e-mail langtech@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov

G I J I G O W I  A N I S H I N A A B E M O W I N  L A N G U A G E  D E P A R T M E N T  Z O O M  L A N G U A G E 
C L A S S E S  -  O N L I N E  &  F R E E !
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VAI Verbs - Verb Animate Intransitive
(Animate Subject, Intransitive - takes no object)
Base verbs, also called “root” verbs, given in 3rd 

person (Wiin, She or He)
Present tense, is happening now or happens 

regularly.
She or He is (doing the action).
Verbs Part 1: Practice the vocabulary in the list. 

Make fl ashcards and practice.
Complete the puzzle.

A N I S H I N A A B E M O W I N  V E R B S

By Eva Oldman, Aankwadong Project Coordi-
nator

Aanii from the LTBB A ankwadong grant team! 
We would like to say miigwech to those com-

munity members who submitted photos to help 
with the development of our online language class-
es. We really appreciate the community’s interest 
and involvement with this exciting project.

Th e LTBB Aankwadong grant team has been 
collecting photos from the community to use for 
our online class materials. Work has been a little 
challenging with the coronavirus pandemic, but we 
have found creative ways to get our work done.  

Regardless of the recent challenges, the LTBB 
Aankwadong grant team is very enthusiastic to be 
able to help with the creation of online language 

classes for the community. We will continue to keep 
the community informed on our progress and will 
post more information about the start dates of these 
classes as the time gets closer.

Please contribute photographs to the project 
by checking the list of photos needed on the LTBB 
website, Language Services webpage, and e-mail to 
eoldman@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

Miisawi.  Miigwech and stay safe!
Courtesy graphic.

A A N K W A D O N G  U P D A T E

By Maryann Endanawas, Project Instructor/
Fluent Speaker

Waab’bagaa Giizis yaawi zhaangso-giizisook 
ebit ngobiboon.

Waab’bagaa giizis is the ninth month of the 
year.

Mii maanda pii kina gego niwaabaandemi-
gaak, kina gegoo ni’aanjiimigad.

Th is is a time of everything turning a lighter 
color, everything is changing.

Miishkoosan aandaandenoon, niibiishen-
hsan ndagoodenoon, waabowaan zhitamaagaazo 
shkakmikwe.

Th e grass changes color, the leaves start to fall 
and make a blanket for mother earth.

Bineshiinhak minwaa wesiinhak zhiitaawok 
saanjgowaad waamiijwaad gibeboon. Aanind ni-
maajaawok bineshiinak zhaawanong nikeyiing 

nigizikewok.
Th e birds and animals are preparing food for 

the winter. Some birds leave and fl y south.
Bemaadzijik digwaagi biiskowaagan biiska-

naawaa. Geyaabi nwaach gegoo gojiing nankii-
wok. G’gitziimnaanik zhitaasjigewok wiibiboong.

People are starting to wear their fall jackets. 
Th ey still have many activities to do outside. Our 
parents get things ready.

Gezbiingekwok kitigaaning, baashkimiin-
sigewok, gebaakogaadek netaawging, wiiyaas, 
minwaa giigoonh zhichigaade miidash sanjgoke-
waad.

Th ey gather up their gardens, make jams, can 
vegetables, meat and fi sh, then place in a cellar.

Aapji baatiinad minwaa ndamtaawok enokii-
waad maanda pii.

Th is is a very busy time with a lot of work to 
be done. 

W A A B ’ B A G A A  G I I Z I S  –  A U T U M N  –  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 0
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Puzzle key on page 27.
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By Corey Bennington, Tribal Social Worker

At any given time in the United States, there are 
more than 400,000 children in foster care. Without 
their birth parents, the majority of these children 
fi nd themselves in foreign environments absent of 
familiar faces or family traditions. For the children 
who grow up in the foster care system, the ramifi -
cations can ripple through various sectors of their 
life. In Michigan, the rate at which foster youth drop 
out of high school is three times as high as that of 
the general population. Statistics show that by age 
21, individuals who have endured foster care are less 
likely to have steady employment or stable housing. 

In Indian country, there is an extensive history 
of child protection laws being arbitrarily enforced. 
Th e Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) of 1978 was 
enacted to address the astronomical rate at which 
Indian children were removed and placed out of 
their communities. ICWA sets standards child wel-
fare agencies must meet before out-of-home place-
ment is considered a viable option. When active 
eff orts to prevent the breakup of the Indian family 
have not been successful, the placement of the child 
would have to be directed towards a member of the 
child’s extended family. If such a family member is 
not available, a foster home licensed by the tribe 
would receive the next consideration. ICWA place-
ment preferences were designed to keep Indian chil-
dren in the culture to prevent the traumatic issues 
that come with losing one’s cultural identity through 
foster care and out-of- home placement. Recogniz-
ing the need for stable and supportive homes, the 
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians has the 
ability to license foster homes. If a child needed care 
and there were no family members able to provide 
this care, the probability that the child is placed out-

side of the community is much higher. Given the 
intrinsic right a child has to receive proper care cou-
pled with the fact that the tribe’s future is dependent 
upon the well-being of its children, it is imperative 
that our community comes together to assist when 
a child is in need. Lack of information surrounding 
the licensing process or where to begin can dissuade 
families from helping. Th e staff  at the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians Department of Human 
Services are able to explain the process for becom-
ing a licensed foster provider and answer any ques-
tions that may come up. Together, we can make a 
diff erence in cultivating the future for the next seven 
generations. 

For more information on how you can become 
a foster parent, please call the Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians Department of Human 
Services at 231-242-1620.

Courtesy graphic.

M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E  I N  A  C H I L D ’ S  L I F E ,  B E C O M E  A  F O S T E R  P A R E N T

U S D A  B O O S T S  F O O D  A S S I S T A N C E  F O R  T R I B E S  D U R I N G  P A N D E M I C
Editor’s note: Th e 

following is a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) press 
release. 

In partnership with tribes 
across the country, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
announced additional food for 
families in the Food Distribution 
Program on Indian Reservations 
(FDPIR) in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Th e 
increased food assistance will 
temporarily supplement the 
monthly food package FDPIR 
households currently receive.  

Funded by the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act, $50 
million has been provided 
to ensure increased program 
participation would be covered 
during these uncertain times. 
Based on participation data 

and tribal engagement, USDA 
is announcing this funding will 
also be used to support bonus 
packages for new and current 
participants over the coming 
months to best supplement 
nutrition needs in response to 
the pandemic. 

“USDA has been in close 
communication with tribes 
throughout this pandemic 
and is committed to ensuring 
FDPIR participants have access 
to nutritious food,” said Pam 
Miller, Administrator of USDA’s 
Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS). “Many tribal nations have 
been especially hard hit and the 

supplemental food announced is 
yet another way we are listening 
to our customers’ needs and 
delivering on our promise to 
serve program participants.”  

“Working together with 
USDA and providing additional 
support for our participants 
has been invaluable while 
navigating through the impacts 
of COVID-19 that tribes are 
facing,” said Mary Greene-
Trottier, President of the 
National Association of Food 
Distribution Programs on Indian 
Reservations. 

Courtesy photo.
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By Annette VanDeCar, 
Communications Coordinator

On July 30, 2020, LTBB held 
its fi rst virtual swearing in cer-
emony. Conducted via Zoom, 
Kevin Hesselink took the oath 
of offi  ce as LTBB Tribal Prosecu-
tor from LTBB Chief Judge Allie 
Greenleaf Maldonado. 

Th e LTBB Tribal Council 
appointed him to the position 
with a 7-2 vote at the July 23, 
2020 Tribal Council meeting.  
Hesselink, who served as LTBB 
Special Prosecutor/Assistant 
Prosecutor from July 20, 2014 
to July 23, 2020, is fi lling the 
remainder of a three-year term 
ending June 2021. He is an at-
torney at Patrick, Kwiatkowski 
& Hesselink, PLLC, Attorneys 

at Law, which has offi  ces in Che-
boygan, MI, and Gaylord, MI. 

He graduated from Rudyard 
High School in Rudyard, MI, as 

the Valedictorian, Magna Cum 
Laude from Northern 

Michigan University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Criminal 
Justice degree and Cum Laude 
from Th omas M. Cooley Law 
School with a Juris Doctor de-
gree. He has more than 20 years 
of experience in the prosecution 
of criminal cases, including 10 
years as the elected Prosecutor 
in Otsego County, MI, 1994-
2004. He is also an Adjunct Pro-
fessor at Kirtland Community 
College (KCC) where he teaches 
Criminal Law and Procedure at 
the police academy on KCC’s 
Roscommon, MI, campus and 
legal update classes to in-service 
offi  cers.

Photo by Communications 
Coordinator Annette VanDeCar. 

K E V I N  H E S S E L I N K  A P P O I N T E D  L T B B  T R I B A L  P R O S E C U T O R

Submitted by the LTBB Cultural 
Library

Despite the LTBB Cultural Li-
brary’s closure due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the summer reading chal-
lenge still took place. 

Five youth and two adults com-
pleted the program for incentive priz-
es. 

 Each year, readers are invited to a 
pizza lunch to celebrate their summer 
reading. Because we cannot do so this 
year, readers instead received a gift  
card to Little Caesars. 

Youth readers ranged in age from 
4 to 13 years old, reading a com-
bined total of 99 books for a total of 
7,415 minutes (that’s more than 123 
hours!!). Breanna Willis was the top 
reader overall, having read just over 
90 hours! Youth readers received 
some school supplies. Top readers in 
each age group and the winners in the 
bonus drawing won gift  cards to Dairy 
Queen, Subway, Applebee’s and Buff a-
lo Wild Wings. 

Congratulations to our summer 
readers!

Courtesy photo of Breanna Willis.

S U M M E R  R E A D I N G  C H A L L E N G E
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A reminder of the Niigaandiwin 
Education Department online/remote 
learning resource list:

tinyurl.com/ltbb-edu-online-learn-
ing.

It contains topics from Anishi-
naabemowin to virtual fi eld trips.

Here are some highlights from the 
document:

CoPod: https://www.thecopod.com 
A free online resource to assist with 

remote learning and/or homeschooling. 
• Connect with families in your 

geographic area based on how similar-
ly you quarantine and how you want to 
CoPod.

• Find families nearby who share 
the same values as you and have similar 
needs. Chat with matches, discuss back-
ground checks and hosting preferences 
and make your plan to CoPod.

• Defi ne your own CoPod expe-
rience together. Is it a co-op teaching 

model or primarily based on a caregiv-
er? How you CoPod is up to you and 
your family.

Learning in Places: Learning 
Tools for Families: http://learningin-
places.org/

• Cultural and fi eld-based science 
education for outdoor spaces.

• K-3rd grade learning experiences 
for the whole family.

• Designed to align with Next Gen-
eration Science Standards.

• Created through a grant funded 
by the National Science Foundation.

• Teaches the interactions between 
natural phenomena and human com-
munities.

SAMPLE FROM LESSON 
ABOUT SEASONAL IMPORTANCE 
TO FAMILIES –

please visit the site for complete les-
sons!

Courtesy graphic.

Indigenous Education Tools: 2020 
iSTEM Activities:  http://indigenouse-
ducationtools.org/tt/isteam-2020-activ-
ity-materials

• Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing & Mathematics (STEM) activities 
designed to be used right outside your 
door.

• With your family, you can explore 
your relations with water, food and plant 

and bird relatives.
• Created through a grant funded 

by the National Science Foundation.
• Each activity is explained in a two-

page overview document.
SAMPLE FROM WATER LES-

SON - please visit the site for complete 
lessons!

Courtesy graphic.
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Editor’s note: Th e following 
article and photograph appeared in 
First American Art Magazine Sum-
mer 2020, and they are reprinted 
here with permission. 

“My art and my vision are of the 
most personal and valuable tools 
that I rely on,” David Shananaquet 
(Little Traverse Bay Bands Odawa) 
once wrote in an artist statement. “I 
will always dedicate my work to the 
young people and the Seven Gen-
erations yet to follow.” [1] While he 
is remembered as a talented painter, 
pow wow arena director, birchbark 
basket maker and practitioner of 
Anishinaabe spiritual teachings, 
the greatest legacy Shananaquet 
leaves may be his is mentorship and 
encouragement of generations of 
Native artists, dancers and singers 
in the Great Lakes region.

Born in Petoskey, MI, David 
Lee Shananaquet was the fi rst son 
of Marie Shomin Shananaquet 
(Little Traverse Bay Bands Odawa, 
1937 – 2004) and Lawrence Shananaquet (Grand 
Traverse Band Odawa/Ojibwe, 1938 – 2016). His 
Odawa name, Saagima, translates to One Who Can 
Travel the Water and Sky Realms, and he belonged to 
the Sturgeon clan. His extended family belongs to the 
Midewiwin Lodge.

Shananaquet started creating at a young age. 
“Poverty was my inspiration,” Shananaquet told An-
nette VanDeCar, the Little Traverse Bay Bands Oda-
wa Communications Coordinator. “My mom always 
told me I was drawing and painting on walls and any-
thing else I could get my hands on in the house.” [2]

In another conversation, Shananaquet said, “I 
spent all my free time drawing when I was a young 
person. I got encouragement from my mom. I was 
raised by a single mother and then my grandmother.” 
[3] His maternal grandmother, Angeline Shagago-
nabe Shomin (Odawa, 1874 – 1978) was the matri-
arch of his family, who inspired her children and their 
children to hold their Odawa culture and language 
fast.

Shananaquet lived in Hopkins, MI, with his 
wife, Lorraine “Punkin” Martin Shananaquet 
(Potawatomi/Ojibwe), and they have two children, 
Paul and Carly, who are both painters and active pow 
wow dancers now. Punkin is a beadwork artist, pow 
wow dancer, birchbark artist and teacher. Th e entire 
family was popular on the pow wow trail.

Before becoming a well-known pow wow arena 
director, Shananaquet began singing with drums in 
the 1970s and formally joined a drum group around 
1980. He sang with the Skin Tones Drum, who com-
posed their own original songs in Odawa and Anishi-
naabemowin. In the beginning, he says they made 
mistakes: “You just have [to] take it on the chin and 
roll with it and try not to do it again—make the same 
mistake.” [4] 

Th is same tenacity guided Shananaquet’s visual 
art career. Mostly self-taught, he sold his fi rst artwork 
at age 13. He gained technical skills working as a spe-
cialty painter for Baker Furniture for 15 years before 
taking the leap into becoming a full-time artist and 
averaged 50 to 60 paintings a year. 

Shananaquet painted naturalistic portraits, land-
scapes and fl ora and fauna culturally signifi cant to 
the Anishinaabeg. He also painted stylized, abstract 
images of Anishinaabe cultural motifs such as the 
thunderbird and Great Lakes fl oral designs. “All of 
my artwork is usually really balanced,” he said of his 
symmetrical compositions, to refl ect the balance in 

the natural world, particularly the Sky Realm and 
Underworld. [5]

His tribe, the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians, purchased a series of eight paintings depict-
ing Odawa clans, and these paintings now hang in its 
courtroom. Th e clan series won the People’s Choice 
award at the 2015 Circle of Indigenous Arts Market 
and Competition at the Ziibiwing Center of Anishi-
nabe Culture and Lifeways. 

Several museums hold Shananaquet’s work in 
their collections as do schools, casinos and health-
care facilities. Th e Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the 
Potawatomi commissioned him to paint a 16-foot-
long mural.

Shananaquet was also an accomplished graphic 
designer and created logos for Native organizations 
and events such as the All Nations Skate Jam. He de-
signed and printed custom streetwear with Anishi-
naabe iconography.

More recently, Punkin and David Shananaquet 
invested their time in harvesting birchbark from 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Th ey etched the bark 
and sculpted birchbark baskets, boxes and even func-
tioning hats and goggles. Th ey then taught birchbark 
harvesting, etching and basketry workshops.

Th e artist freely shared what he had learned with 
children and adults. While reverent in appropriate 
times, Shananaquet could be highly irreverent in in-
formal situations and was known for his single-fi nger 
salute, yet he showed compassion and generosity for 
Native youth.

“Being a young Native artist, I can’t tell you how 
much I looked up to Dave Shananaquet,” wrote Ra-
chel Mae Dennis-Butzin, a Haudenosaunee artist 
and Art Instructor at St. Joseph’s Indian School, in an 
artist statement, when she created a tribute artwork 
to Shananaquet’s memory. “Seeing Punkin Shanan-
aquet and Dave at pow wows always fi lled my heart.” 
— America Meredith (Cherokee Nation).

1. Annette VanDeCar, “Painter and Illustrator 
David Shananquet’s Talent Is Unlimited,” Odawa 
Trails (February 2007), 1. 

2. VanDeCar, “Painter and Illustrator David 
Shananquet’s Talent Is Unlimited.”

3. Kristy Phillips, “David Shananaquet Inter-
view,” October 22, 2013, video, 3:51, YouTube, web. 

4. Tara Browner, Heartbeat of the People: Music 
and Dance of the Northern Pow-wow (Champaign: 
University of Illinois Press, 2004), 120, 131. 

5. Phillips, “David Shananaquet Interview.”
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Rachel Mae Dennis-Butzin (Haudenosaunee), Tribute to David and 
Punkin Shananaquet, 2020, digital art. Image courtesy of  the artist.
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Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) press release.

Th e U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) Food and Nu-
trition Service (FNS) released its 
June 2020 Cost of Foods Report, 
announcing a more than 5% in-
crease in the cost of the Th rift y 
Food Plan from last year. Th is 
increase is more than double the 
20-year annual average increase 
of around 2%. Based on this new 
update, beginning October 1, 
2020, Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
participants’ maximum monthly 
benefi t allotment will be at the 
highest level in the history of the 
program.   

“Th e Th rift y Food Plan is 
designed to adjust to changing 
economic conditions and sup-
port Americans during tough 
times,” said FNS Administrator 
Pam Miller. “Th is adjustment 
will not only help SNAP partic-
ipants during this unprecedent-
ed crisis, but will also support 
the American farmers, ranchers, 
fi shers and producers who are 
working hard throughout this 
pandemic to keep our grocery 
stores stocked with nutritious, 
domestic products.” 

Background
Th e Food and Nutrition Act 

of 2008, which governs SNAP, 
requires the average cost of foods 
in the marketplace be used to 
adjust the maximum SNAP ben-
efi t allotments from year-to-year. 
Th e food costs reported in June 

of a given fi scal year are used to 
calculate the SNAP maximum 
allotments for the next fi scal year 
(October through September). 

Th e new maximum benefi t 
– or allotment – for a household 
of four will be $680, an approx-
imate 5.3% increase over the 
current maximum allotment of 
$646. Current SNAP recipients 
may see an  increase in bene-
fi ts beginning in October if there 
are no changes in their house-
hold circumstances.  

Th is adjustment in SNAP 
benefi ts complements the many 
actions USDA’s Food and Nu-
trition Service has taken to date 
to help American families put 
food on the table during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Other 
measures include allowing states 
to issue  emergency supplemen-
tal SNAP benefi ts  totaling more 
than $2 billion per month, in-
creasing SNAP benefi ts by 40%; 
expanding the  online purchas-
ing  pilot to 47 states, covering 
more than 90% of all SNAP 
households; waiving certain ad-
ministrative requirements to 
make it easier for states to serve 

their SNAP clients during the 
pandemic; implementing  Pan-
demic EBT, which is providing 
benefi ts similar to SNAP to 99% 
of children normally receiving 
free or reduced-price school 
meals; debuting the “Meals for 
Kids” interactive site fi nder to 
help families fi nd free meals for 
children at more than 77,000 lo-
cations while schools are closed; 
supporting food banks  with 
more than $6 billion worth of 
food and administrative resourc-
es; providing a $50 million boost 
in food assistance  through the 
Food Distribution Program on 
Indian Reservations; and sup-
porting the USDA Agricultural 
Marketing Service’s  Farmers to 
Families Food Box  program, 
which is delivering Ameri-
can-grown and produced foods 
to low income households.

To learn more about FNS’s 
response to COVID-19, vis-
it  www.fns.usda.gov/coronavi-
rus and follow us on Twitter at @
usdanutrition.

USDA’s Food and Nutrition 
Service administers 15 nutri-
tion assistance programs that 
leverage American’s agricultural 
abundance to ensure children 
and low-income individuals 
and families have nutritious 
food to eat. FNS also co-de-
velops the dietary Guidelines 
for Americans,  which provide 
science-based nutrition recom-
mendations and serve as the 
cornerstone of federal nutrition 
policy.

 Courtesy graphic.

Buy Food Online
Michigan households who 

receive food assistance are now 
able to buy food online from 
Amazon.com and Walmart.com 
using their Bridge Cards. Pur-
chases can be made on eligible 
food items just as one would use 
a credit or debit card for an on-
line purchase.

Delivery Fees
SNAP benefi ts cannot be 

used to pay for delivery fees. 
Curbside pickup is available at 
Walmart to avoid a delivery fee. 
Amazon is currently off ering 

free delivery for orders over $35.
Cash Assistance and WIC 

Benefi ts
Anyone who has cash assis-

tance benefi ts loaded onto their 
Bridge Card will not be able to 
use the cash benefi ts for online 
purchases. Women, Infants and 

Children (WIC) benefi ts also 
cannot be used for online pur-
chases.

Questions about Your 
Bridge Card?

Contact a customer service 
representative toll-free at 888-
678-8914.

Customer service is avail-
able 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week (Spanish and Arabic ser-
vice is available). If you are deaf, 
deafb lind or hard of hearing- or 
speech-impaired, call the Michi-
gan Relay Center at 7-1-1.
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Have you been cooking at 
home more since the coronavi-
rus pandemic started? Nutrition.
gov’s new Recipe page can help 
you to prepare nutritious meals 
that support health and taste 
great.

With recipes from Federal 
and Cooperative Extension sites, 
you can search through a variety 
of healthy recipes from trusted 
sources all in one place. Plus, 
Nutrition.gov’s recipe library 
continues to grow with new reci-
pes being added regularly.

Get fresh recipe ideas to 
spice up your cooking routine 
while staying at home. Here are 
four reasons to check out our 
Recipe page before heading into 
the kitchen:

Find easy and healthy reci-
pes. Trying to fi nd dinner ideas? 
Select our “Dinner” search op-
tion to narrow down your choic-
es. If you are short on time, try 

searching recipes by “30 minutes 
or less” to fi nd this Chinese Veg-
etable Stir Fry dish and more. 
You can also search by food 
group, season or kid-friendly 
options or use our recipe search 
option to fi nd recipes that use 
specifi c ingredients.

Explore new or popular 
recipes. Every month, we are 
highlighting three Recipes of 
the Month to share ideas of what 
you can cook using seasonal or 
trending ingredients like this 
refreshing Breakfast Smoothie. 
Find these recipes on our Recipe 
homepage and on Twitter.

Get ideas for preparing 
seasonal foods. Click on “What’s 
in Season” to fi nd a list of recipes 
highlighting the fl avors of the 
season. Right now, view summer 
recipes like Confetti Yogurt Pops 
and Sunshine Roll-Ups.

Find kid-approved recipes 
that the whole family will en-

joy. Check out our kid-friendly, 
simple recipes with common in-
gredients that are more familiar 
to kids. With tasty recipes like 
Crunchy Chicken Nuggets and 
Apple Nachos, you may even be 
able to get helping hands in the 
kitchen!

Looking to get more com-
fortable in the kitchen? Nutri-
tion.gov also has Meal Prep and 
Cooking Tips to help you learn 
new cooking methods and skills. 
Follow us on Twitter to discover 
more recipes and nutrition re-
sources to help you stay healthy 
at home.

 Courtesy graphic.
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Editor’s note: Th e following is a Michigan De-
partment of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) press release.

Across the United States, people have been re-
porting receiving unsolicited packages containing 
seeds from China in the mail. Th e Michigan De-
partment of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) is warning residents who receive these 
packages not to open or plant the seeds.

Th e seeds are usually sent in white packages 
displaying Chinese lettering and the words “China 
Post.” Most recipients say they did not order any-
thing, and that the packaging was labeled as jewelry. 
Some recipients have reported ordering seeds on 
Amazon and receiving these seeds.

“If you receive unsolicited seeds from anoth-
er country, do not plant them. If they are in sealed 
packaging, do not open the package,” said Mike 
Philip, Director of MDARD’s Pesticide and Plant 
Pest Management Division. “We don’t know what 
type of seeds are in the packages, but we do know 
they come in a variety of sizes and colors with some 
reported to be very tiny. Th ese unsolicited seeds 
could be invasive, introduce diseases to local plants 
or be harmful to livestock.”

Th e packages may be a part of a “brushing” 
scam. A brushing scam is an exploit by a vendor 
used to bolster product ratings and increase visi-
bility online by shipping an inexpensive product to 
an unwitting receiver and then submitting positive 
reviews on the receiver’s behalf under the guise of a 
verifi ed owner.

“If planted, these unknown and potentially in-
vasive species could have a very negative impact on 

the environment. Additionally, we’re asking people 
not to throw the seeds or packages away or dispose 
of them,” added Philip. “MDARD appreciates the 
cooperation of Michiganders who receive these 
packages as we work together to protect Michigan 
agriculture.”

Th e United States Department of Agriculture’s 
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service’s Plant Pro-
tection and Quarantine Smuggling, Interdiction 
and Trade Compliance Unit is currently investigat-
ing this situation across the nation. If you receive 
an unsolicited package of seeds from China, hold 
on to the seeds, packaging and mailing label, and 
contact MDARD’s Customer Service Center, Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., at 800-292-3939 or via 
MDA-Info@michigan.gov.

For more information on MDARD’s Pesticide 
and Plant Pesticide Management Division, visit 
www.michigan.gov/mdard.

Courtesy photo. 

M D A R D  I S S U E S  A D V I S O R Y  R E G A R D I N G  U N S O L I C I T E D  P A C K A G E S  O F 
S E E D S  F R O M  C H I N A

Editor’s note: Th e following is a Michigan State 
University Extension press release.  

Despite these extraordinary times, it is still 
possible to safely – with social distancing – enjoy 
paddle sports on Michigan’s many wonderful water 
trails and lakes. Kayakers, paddleboarders and ca-
noeists can also be key in the fi ght to protect the wa-
ters they love by identifying and reporting aquatic 
invasive species they encounter. 

Th e MI Paddle Stewards new self-paced, online 
program from Michigan Sea Grant and Michigan 
State University Extension will help paddlers learn 
about important invasive species, how to properly 
clean a watercraft  and how to report invasive spe-
cies. Paddlers will learn to use the MISIN (Mid-
west Invasive Species Information Network) app, a 
reporting tool used by Michigan’s Department of 
Natural Resources and others to locate invasive spe-
cies of concern. Th e MI Paddle Stewards program 
is funded by the Michigan Invasive Species Grant 
program (www.michigan.gov/invasives). 

Registration is open for the online course, 
which features six short sessions and costs $20. Par-
ticipants who complete the class will receive a cer-

tifi cate, bucket hat, towel, waterproof phone case, 
dry bag and more. (Th e class is free if participants 
choose not to receive the items.) Participants must 
complete the six sessions of the course by December 
31, 2020. Registration information: https://bit.ly/
paddlestewards.

For questions and more information about the 
MI Paddle Stewards online course, contact MSU 
Extension Educator Mary Bohling (bohling@msu.
edu).

Michigan Sea Grant helps to foster econom-
ic growth and protect Michigan’s coastal, Great 
Lakes resources through education, research and 
outreach. A collaborative eff ort of the University 
of Michigan and Michigan State University and its 
MSU Extension, Michigan Sea Grant is part of the 
NOAA-National Sea Grant network of 34 universi-
ty-based programs.
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Editor’s note: Th e following is a Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of the American Indian press re-
lease. 

 
Th e Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 

American Indian will host a virtual event Wednes-
day, November 11, 2020 to mark the completion of 
the National Native American Veterans Memorial. 
Th e event will also acknowledge the service and 
sacrifi ce of Native veterans and their families. More 
information about the virtual event is forthcoming.   

Th e museum planned to host a dedication cer-
emony and veterans’ procession to mark the memo-
rial’s completion but has postponed these events due 
to current health and safety guidelines. Th e museum 
will reschedule both events when it is safe to do so.    

As commissioned by Congress, the National 
Museum of the American Indian will establish a 
National Native American Veterans Memorial on its 

grounds. Th is will be the fi rst national landmark in 
Washington, D.C. to focus on the contributions of 
American Indians, Alaska Natives and Native Ha-
waiians who have served in the military. Th e memo-
rial design is by Harvey Pratt (Cheyenne and Arapa-
ho Tribes of Oklahoma), a multimedia artist, retired 
forensic artist and Marine Corps Vietnam veteran.      
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Editor’s note: Th e following is a Nottawaseppi 
Huron Band of the Potawatomi (NHBP) press re-
lease.

Most of us in southern Michigan, including 
the Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the Potawatomi 
(NHBP), knew we shared our area with pipelines, 
but few of us knew much about them. On July 26, 
2010 that changed forever. What had been silently 
beneath our feet delivering crude oil to refi neries 
since the late 1960s suddenly became front and cen-
ter in our collective consciousness, particularly that 
of the tribe’s.

Th e Kalamazoo River has been a primary ele-
ment of the tribe’s lifeways and traditions for count-
less generations. It provided food, foraging oppor-
tunities, habitat and transportation throughout its 
130 miles of channel, which ultimately discharges 
at Saugatuck (which means “mouth of the river”) 
where its waters meet the waters of Lake Michigan.

Th rough the years, the river has been consid-
erably abused through dams and pollution, includ-
ing toxic chemicals, agricultural nutrients and ox-
ygen-robbing sediment, yet the river has proved to 
be resilient and continued to provide habitat and 
recreational opportunities. Its resiliency was com-
promised when Enbridge’s Line 6B released approx-
imately 1 million gallons of crude oil derived from 
the oil-sand fi elds in Alberta, Canada, bound for 
the refi neries at Sarnia, Canada. Th e 30” diameter 
pipeline had a six-foot-long rupture and discharged 
its contents near Talmadge Creek in Marshall, MI. 
Th e creek is a tributary to the Kalamazoo River, and 
the entire Kalamazoo River watershed lies within 
NHBP’s traditional territory.

It was a disaster beyond the scope of any pre-
vious inland oil release in the United States. Th e 
impacts to wildlife were substantial and the cleanup 
along the area of the 35-mile-long spill was enor-
mous. Th e use of the river for recreational, fi shing 
and foraging purposes was prohibited until June 
2012. Th is was particularly harmful for the tribe 
because a number of tribal members rely upon the 
river, its tributaries and fl oodplains for not only the 
sustenance from the wild rice that grew naturally in 
the waterways, but also for medicine and spiritual 
nourishment.

Ten years later, we have learned much, but 

many questions remain unanswered. Although 
much of the spill area now may appear to be have 
been restored, the plant and animal diversity has 
been reduced and there is an entire generation of 
turtles missing. Eff ects to the smallest organisms, 
the ecosystem as a whole and long-term human 
health may never be fully understood. Certainly, the 
spirit of the people residing within the watershed 
and beyond has been permanently stained.

Perhaps, the most important lesson we have 
learned is a heightened level of awareness. We are 
more aware of possible environmental hazards and 
are developing baseline inventories of where these 
potential hazards exist, how to possibly mitigate 
these hazards and what resources could possibly be 
impacted. Th e river has rightfully become more in-
tegrated into ourselves and is viewed less as an en-
tity separate from ourselves. Our Ancestors knew 
this, and it is our responsibility to pass our lessons 
learned to those who follow us, so that this import-
ant lifeline is clean and accessible for the next Seven 
Generations and beyond.
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T H E  G R E A T  S T A I N  -  1 0  Y E A R S  A F T E R  T H E  K A L A M A Z O O  R I V E R  O I L  S P I L L

For the fi rst time, Vision Maker Media 
will be hosting an online, fi ve-week-long cel-
ebration of American Indian, Alaska Native 
and worldwide indigenous fi lms from August 
31 – October 5, 2020. 

Accompanying the fi lms, the festival will 
host a collective of inspiring fi lmmakers and 
Native celebrities in engaging digital conver-
sations, creating a space for both healing and 
learning.

Th e fi lm festival is FREE. Every attend-
ee will have access to individual fi lm pages, 
which will have more information about the 
fi lms such as the trailers and Q&A session 
information. 

To re gister to watch, visit https://vision-
makermedia.org/online-fi lm-festival/

Courtesy graphic.

V I S I O N  M A K E R  M E D I A  O N L I N E  I N D I G E N O U S  F I L M  F E S T I V A L

Derek Nicholas, a member 
of the Red Cliff  Band of Lake 
Superior Indians and a senior 
at the University of Minnesota, 
created the “Eating with the Sea-
sons, Anishinaabeg, Great Lakes 
Region” cookbook, which com-
bines recipes, language and the 
history of the Anishinaabeg of 
the Great Lakes region.  

Grace Miller, a University 
of Minnesota student, provides 
illustrations for the cookbook.  

Th e cookbook is available 
to download for free at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota website 
https://digitalcommons.mor-
ris.umn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.
cgi?article=1007&context=stu-
dent_research

Hard copies can be ordered 
from www.blurb.com for $16.
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By Jillian Fellows, Petoskey 
News-Review reporter

Editor’s note: Th e following 
article and accompanying pho-
tograph appeared in the Petoskey 
News-Review on August 14, 2020 
and is reprinted here with permis-
sion. 

Following a unanimous vote 
on Th ursday (August 13, 2020), 
the Public Schools of Petoskey will 
be removing its Native American 
logo from district use.

Th e appropriate use of the 
logo, a Native American head 
depicted inside profi le with two 
feathers, had last been discussed 
by the Board of Education at its 
July meeting. At that time, School 
Superintendent Chris Parker had 
proposed a revision to the district’s acceptable im-
agery policy that would remove the logo from the 
list of acceptable images, colors and fonts to be used 
in the district’s operations and activities.

“As I talked about a month ago, our roles carry 
several responsibilities and one of those is the cre-
ation and maintenance of a learning environment 
that’s equitable for all learners,” Parker said at Th urs-
day’s meeting. “What we’ve learned over the past 
several weeks from reading research and through 
listening to public comments and meeting with the 
Little Traverse Bay Bands is that eliminating the use 
of the Native American image is one way that we 
can help move our district in a more equitable di-
rection for each of our students.”

Th e updated revision language reads: “Th e su-
perintendent shall oversee and manage the discon-
tinuation of images that were previously accepted, 
but are no longer approved, e.g. the Native Ameri-
can head logo, and shall make regular reports to the 
board regarding the progress of the removal of such 
images.”

Following the July meeting, the district’s policy 
committee was reconvened and met with represen-
tatives of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians. Board member Kathy Reed, who was also 
on the committee when the logo’s use was last dis-
cussed in 2017, provided a report on the commit-
tee’s work on Th ursday.

“Th e job of the committee has been and has 
been before and still is to provide information to the 
board,” she said. “It’s not to make a recommenda-
tion.”

A Zoom meeting was hosted by Regina Gas-
co-Bentley, Chairperson of the Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians, on August 3, 2020. Also 
taking part in the meeting were Emily Proctor, the 
Odawa tribe’s Legislative Leader; Fred Harrington, 
Tribal Councilor; the Honorable Allie Maldonado, 
Chief Judge of the Tribal Court; Jordan Shanan-
aquet, the tribe’s Education Director; Arlene Naga-
nashe, tribal elder; Melissa Kiesewetter, Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights Native American Spe-
cialist; Chris Parker, Petoskey School Superinten-
dent; Kathy Reed, School Board member; Deidre 
Gamble, Petoskey High School Principal; Jon Wil-
cox, Petoskey Middle School Principal; and Joel 
Dohm, Athletic Director.

Reed reported that during the August 3 meet-
ing, Naganashe spoke fi rst about the history of the 
logo and her involvement in creating the current 
logo, which was designed with the intent to honor 
local Native Americans.

“She expressed great sorrow, she said, ‘my heart 
is breaking’ … at the possibility that the logo would 
be removed, stating it was one more way in which 
their culture would be forgotten and marginalized 
in our community,” Reed said.

“While Ms. Proctor, Mr. Harrington, Judge 
Maldonado and Ms. Shananaquet all expressed 
great personal respect for Ms. Naganashe, they all 
disagreed with her position on the logo and fi rm-
ly expressed their opinions that the logo should no 
longer be used,” Reed continued. “Speaking in turns, 
they explained the tribe’s offi  cial position in their 
resolution as well as the harmful eff ects on students 
and their families resulting from the use of Native 
American images as mascots and logos, as demon-
strated through research and their own personal 
experiences.”

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians passed a resolution in 2005 that condemns 
the use of American Indian likenesses or cultural 
items as mascots, logos and nicknames by profes-
sional sports teams, universities, colleges and other 
schools.

“Ms. Bentley acknowledged the importance of 
historical perspective provided by Ms. Naganashe 
and the original honorable intention of the Native 
American logo, but noted that ‘times change,’” Reed 
said.

Kiesewetter also provided an overview of the 
state’s position on Native American images and 
names and noted there are funds available from the 
Native American Heritage Fund to assist schools 
with the process of eliminating such images.

A Michigan State Board of Education resolu-
tion from 2003 supports and strongly recommends 
the elimination of American Indian mascots, nick-
names, logos, fi ght songs, insignia, antics and team 
descriptors by Michigan schools.

“All parties on the call expressed a desire to 
continue discussion on the importance of diversity 
and inclusion and how the schools and LTBB lead-
ership might work together to teach Native Ameri-
can history and culture in our schools,” Reed said.

Reed added that when compared to the 2017 
meeting with tribal representatives regarding the 
logo, “a very diff erent sentiment” was expressed at 
the August 3 meeting.

“To a person, everyone was of the opinion (in 
2017) that Ms. Naganashe has, that they liked the 
logo, they wanted us to continue it because they 
thought it was an honorable and favorable thing that 
promoted Native American culture in the schools,” 
Reed said. “But, as Ms. Bentley said, times change, 
and clearly the information that we got from the 
tribe at that meeting was a diff erent opinion.”

Following Reed’s report, Board Member Mark 
Ashley said Chairperson Gasco-Bentley speaks for 
the tribe, and “If she’s speaking for their nation and 
that’s what she’s saying, I think we move in that di-
rection.”

Th e other board members all agreed with that 
sentiment.

“I think in the best interest for the students, 
with the knowledge we have of the eff ects of imag-
ery like this and others toward the Native communi-
ty, that the right thing to do is to make the change,” 
said Board Member Jessica Shaw-Nolff .

Th e board members also discussed the im-
portance of honoring tribal culture and heritage 
through education and working with the Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands on ways to promote educational 
programs in the district.

“Th eir feeling was that the way to honor trib-
al culture and tribal heritage is … through educa-
tion and learning and exposure to the culture, not 
through a logo,” Reed said. “Th at’s not the appro-
priate way to do it, the appropriate way to do it is 
through education. Everyone wanted to continue to 
work on this issue going forward.”

Shaw-Nolff  made the motion to accept the revi-
sions to the acceptable imagery policy, removing the 
Native American logo from use, and Ashley provid-
ed the second. Th e vote was unanimous.

“Th is is a policy, there’s going to be rules that 
are going to follow it,” Board Member Mary Ling 
said. “I’m sure many people out in the audience 
are wondering how are we going to do this, and the 

P E T O S K E Y  S C H O O L  B O A R D  V O T E S  T O  R E M O V E  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  L O G O

Th e lights of Petoskey’s Northmen Stadium shine on a Friday in 
May as a tribute to Petoskey High School’s Class of 2020 as seen 
in this aerial photo which Charles Dawley of Up North Imaging 
obtained using a drone-mounted camera.  

“Logo Removed” continued on page 18.
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school district will work to come up with rules and 
procedures.”

Parker added that the district has already begun 
an inventory of where and what types of items the 
logo is on. Some small logos can be removed easi-
ly at little expense, but others are larger and more 
visible.

“I think probably the biggest one in my mind is 
the one at the middle of the basketball court,” Parker 
said. “Th at’s going to take a little bit more doing to 
get that removed. It doesn’t mean that when school 
starts, there will not be any trace of this logo. It does 

mean that we will continue to work toward remov-
ing those images and that I will continue to update 
you on our progress as far as where we are at.”

Th e board also expressed gratitude to the com-
mittee members, the tribal representatives and 
members of the public who spoke up about the logo, 
either for or against.

“I do want to thank the members of the public, 
the tribe and everybody else who took the time to 
talk to us, both positive and negative,” Ashley said. 
“It was much appreciated.”

Courtesy photo/Charles Dawley/Up North Im-
aging

“Logo Removed” continued from page 17.

Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a StrongHearts Native Help-
line press release.

Reaching the mark and 
every milestone with determi-
nation and dedication, Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline launched 
sexual violence advocacy on 
August 3, 2020 at 8 a.m. Central 
Time. Adding this type of advo-
cacy will address a long-stand-
ing need in Indian country. 

“It’s an atrocity that Native 
Americans continue to experi-
ence the highest rates of sexual 
violence across the nation and 
until now, there hasn’t been a 
national culturally-appropriate 
service for them,” said Anna 
Nicolosi, Operations Manager. 
“In response, we have developed 
advocacy training to prepare our 
advocates to meet the needs that 
are unique to Native Americans 
and Alaska Natives.” 

According to the Nation-
al Institute of Justice research, 
84% of Native women experi-
ence violence in their lifetimes 
while 56% experience sexual 
violence. Of those victims who 
experienced sexual violence - an 
astounding 97% were victimized 
by non-Native perpetrators. Ad-
ditionally, 82% of Native men 

experience violence in their life-
times while 28% experience sex-
ual violence. 

Th e dispiriting truth is that 
when compared to other races in 
the United States, Native Ameri-
can women are twice as likely to 
experience sexual assault or rape 
and most likely at the hands of 
a non-Native. It’s an extension of 
abuse that began with European 
contact and has continued to this 
day, adding up to more than 500 
years of abuse. Th is continued 
tool of colonization represents a 
lack of respect for Native peoples 
and an assault on humanity. 

StrongHearts advocates are 
prepared to handle the devas-

tating impacts of sexual violence 
in Indian country and will con-
tinue to provide peer to peer 
support, crisis intervention, as-
sistance with safety planning, 
education and referrals to Na-
tive-centered resources. For free, 
confi dential and anonymous ad-
vocacy, call 1-844-7NATIVE (1-
844-762-8483) or visit Strong-
Hearts Native Helpline online 
at strongheartshelpline.org daily 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. CT. Call-
ers reaching out to StrongHearts 
outside of operating hours may 
connect with the National Do-
mestic Violence Hotline by 
choosing option one.
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S T R O N G H E A R T S  N A T I V E  H E L P L I N E  A D D S  S E X U A L  V I O L E N C E  A D V O C A C Y

It’s time for some sobering 
stats: Th e U.S. Department of 
Justice reports Native American 
women are 2.5 times more likely 
to be assaulted than the rest of 
the American population. And, 
one in three Native women has 
been assaulted at some point in 
her life.

Lake Andes, South Dako-
ta-based Native American Wom-
en’s Health Education Resource 
Center  handles the fallout of this 
reality each day. Seeing wom-
en and girls struggle to return 
to themselves following assault 
prompted the program team — 
run by nonprofi t Native Amer-
ican Community Board — to 
create “What to Do When You’re 
Raped: An ABC Handbook for 
Native Girls.” From defi ning rape 

to providing information on 
emergency contraception rights 
to an extensive resource list, the 
free illustrated guide helps girls 
navigate the emotional, physical 
and legal jungle that lies on the 

other side of sexual violation.
To download a free copy, 

visit https://forwomen.org/re-
sources/an-abc-handbook-for-
native-girls/
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B O O K  H E L P S  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  G I R L S  C O P E  A F T E R  S E X U A L  A S S A U L T

Th e American Indian Col-
lege Fund was awarded a $50,000 
Rise Prize to create both a higher 
education cohort of Native stu-
dent mothers and programming 
that is responsive to their unique 
needs as college students. Th e 
program will be called Ina Wa 
Wounspe Pi,” Lakota for Moth-
ers Who Are Learning.

Th e “Rise Prize” is a collec-
tive eff ort between Imaginative 
Futures, the Lumina Foundation 
and 10 partner organizations fo-
cused on the success of parent 
students in higher education. 

Organizations based in the Unit-
ed States of any age, size or type 
that are currently working on 
direct impact initiatives for stu-
dent parents and other students, 
including higher education insti-
tutions, for-profi t companies and 
non-profi t organizations like the 

American Indian College Fund 
(the College Fund) were eligi-
ble to apply for the competitive 
prize.

Th e College Fund was one 
of eight of 383 applicants cho-
sen to receive $50,000 for its 
programming eff orts in working 
with student parents.

With the Rise Prize, the 
American Indian College Fund 
will be collecting data on the co-
hort’s outcomes to examine oth-
er cohorts that can be created to 
meet student coaching needs.

Courtesy graphic.
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By Sandra Hale Schulman, Special to Indian 
Country Today

Editor’s note: Th e following article appeared 
on Indian Country Today and is reprinted here with 
permission. 

An upcoming Martin Scorsese fi lm about the 
Osage Nation and founding of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation will be an Apple original fi lm.

“Killers of the Flower Moon,” which is based on 
the 1920s story about the murders of Osage Nation 
tribal citizens over oil rights, has secured $225 mil-
lion in funding through Apple TV, where the movie 
will be streamed, and Paramount Pictures will dis-
tribute it in theaters. It’s the second largest movie 
deal for Apple, Deadline reported. 

Due to the pandemic, the fi lm is in pre-pro-
duction mode with key talent and crew being hired 
and work being done on budgeting, preparing and 
planning of the fi nal shooting script. Th ere is also 
a delay in starting to fi lm due to rising production 
costs, Scorcese’s promotion of “Th e Irishman,” and 
the COVID-19 shutdown of Hollywood. However, 
pre-production is proceeding. 

Th is fi lm will likely be the biggest budget main-
stream studio fi lm ever made on Native history. By 
contrast, Kevin Costner’s “Dances with Wolves” 
had a budget of $22 million and made $240 million 
worldwide — close to just the budget of the Scorcese 
fi lm.

Time Magazine listed “Killers of the Flow-
er Moon” as one of its top 10 non-fi ction books of 
2017. Rights were secured for $5 million. 

Th e fi lm and script are based on the bestselling 
non-fi ction book by David Grann, non-Native, en-
titled “Killers of the Flower Moon: Th e Osage Mur-
ders and the Birth of the FBI.” It chronicles the mys-
terious murders of Osage citizens in Oklahoma and 
became the center of an investigation that led to the 
birth of the F.B.I. involving J. Edgar Hoover. 

As the story goes, the newly wealthy Osage cit-
izens became targets for murder due to oil found 
on their reservation. Th e sheer escalating number 
of killings under suspicious circumstances — poi-
soning, shooting, homes being blown up — over-
whelmed local authorities, who were later found to 
be part of the scheme to kill and steal the Osage’s 
money. 

Eventually, the tribe called on law enforcement 
in Washington, D.C., who sent special agents, now 
known today as the FBI. 

Th ere have been previous books and low-bud-
get documentary fi lms on the subject before Grann, 
a staff  writer at Th e New Yorker magazine, wrote his 
book. 

Other books include “Sundown” by John Jo-
seph Matthews, Osage, from 1998, which chronicled 
an Osage protagonist and his struggles to fi nd his 
identity. Another by Denny McAulife, a Washing-
ton Post editor’s book, “Th e Deaths of Sybil Bolton,” 
about his Osage grandmother who was reported to 
die by suicide but was actually poisoned. 

Since, in fact, a Native story led to the creation 
of the FBI, why turn a book by a non-Native writer 
into a feature fi lm and not one from a Native writer? 

Lucas Brown Eyes, an Oglala Lakota TV writer, 
remembered hearing about the story years ago and 
thought it would make a great movie. 

“I’m surprised it hasn’t been made before. Okay, 
not surprised, because Native stories are oft en over-
looked,” he said. “Hollywood is an industry dying 
for fresh stories, yet it ignores Natives, the original 
storytellers. And, because of that, there’s this un-
tapped well of Native stories waiting to be told.”

It turns out the high-profi le release of Grann’s 
book plus the details of how the overwhelming 
amount of murders made its way to the nation’s cap-
ital that lead to the formation of the FBI is what gar-
nered the attention of Scorcese. 

Brown Eyes is developing the fi rst Native fam-
ily comedy with 20th Century Fox and has written 
scripts for Fox, FreeForm, Disney and FNX. He ad-
vocates and calls out Hollywood on the regular via 
Twitter for not hiring Native fi lmmakers, writers, 
producers, actors, actresses and fi lm crews. 

He admires Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio 
and hopes they don’t disappoint in telling this story 
on fi lm. 

“Th ey’re heroes of mine, but I hope there are 
Native producers or writers working on it, because 
there are some things that can only be told from the 
inside. If you’re not being authentic, you’re not tell-
ing the whole story,” Brown Eyes said. “Th is creates a 
two-punch when Hollywood ignores Native Ameri-
cans. Not only are they leaving these amazing stories 
on the table, but they’re preventing the stories they 
do make from being truthful and authentic. And, all 
good art comes from honesty. But, if it’s done right, 
I’m excited, I think America has been robbed of our 
stories for far too long.”

To keep with the storyline, fi lming will take 
place in Oklahoma in Osage County. 

Scorsese met with Principal Chief Geoff rey 
Standing Bear on July 26, 2019 on the Osage reser-
vation in Pawhuska, OK, to address how the Osage 
Nation could help with the authenticity of the fi lm’s 
production.

Th e language was the fi rst thing brought up by 
Chief Standing Bear.

“We off ered them stays in Osage Casino hotels,” 
Standing Bear said. “We’ll off er them the services of 
our craft speople, those who make our traditional 
clothing. We want to make it where it makes sense 
to them (to fi lm here).”

Production representatives went to two cem-
eteries, White Hair Memorial in Fairfax and Gray 
Horse Cemetery, where many Osage are buried, un-
der the chief ’s directions. 

Aft er, they ate a traditional Osage dinner in 
Pawhuska where they spoke with descendants of the 
victims. 

Tribal citizens liked what they heard regarding 
how Mollie Burkhart, an Osage woman whose fam-
ily was targeted, will be portrayed. Her sisters and 

A P P L E  F I N A N C E S  “ K I L L E R S  O F  T H E  F L O W E R  M O O N ”  F I L M  -  I T  I S  T H E 
S E C O N D  L A R G E S T  M O V I E  D E A L  F O R  A P P L E

“Killers of the Flower Moon” continued on page 20.
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mother were murdered, and Burkhart survived be-
ing poisoned.

While the main roles will be fi lled by A-list 
movie stars, the production strives for an authentic 
portrayal of the Osage Nation and indigenous peo-
ples.

Th e production has visited the tribal nation 
many times, held a series of casting calls locally 
for Native talent and has publicized several job an-
nouncements for Osage citizens, seeking a variety of 
artisans and craft ers, construction workers, culinary 
specialists and much more.

Rene Haynes Casting held multiple casting ses-

sions last November in Pawhuska for all the Osage 
roles to be fi lled. 

Th e casting notice asked for all ages, with wom-
en to “not wear false eyelashes or heavy makeup” 
and for both men and women to “grow out their hair 
and facial hair and eyebrows” to fi t the time period.

“Killers of the Flower Moon” will be the fi rst 
major studio motion picture in this section of Okla-
homa. Major studio fi lms bring substantial econom-
ic impact to the states in which they fi lm. 

Early estimates for the movie indicate a large 
economic impact for Oklahoma. Th e production 
could employ thousands of local crew and back-
ground talent, contracting with local businesses and 
millions of dollars that will be spent on local labor, 
lodging, transportation, hardware, food and other 
in-state products.

“We’re thrilled that this unique story will be 
fi lmed where it took place, in Osage County, and 
welcome the production to experience our innova-
tive communities and imaginative people to bring 
this story to audiences around the world,” said Okla-
homa Lt. Governor Matt Pinnell, Secretary of Tour-
ism and Branding. “I couldn’t be more proud to have 
our state showcased through the lens of this fi lm.”

Th e Oklahoma Film Offi  ce courted this proj-

ect to fi lm in Oklahoma immediately following the 
announcement of the novel’s fi lm rights acquisi-
tion. Th rough the collective eff orts of state, tribal, 
city and community leadership, plans solidifi ed for 
“Killers of the Flower Moon” to base operations in 
Oklahoma aft er the production briefl y evaluated 
other states as an option for fi lming. Th ere is also a 
rebate program available, though it is capped at $4 
million.

“Landing this production in our great state 
reaches a huge milestone for our growing fi lm in-
dustry and can be credited to tactical strategy by 
state offi  cials to court higher impact productions 
that provide new opportunities for short and long 

term economic impacts in the 
state,” said Oklahoma Film Offi  ce 
Director Tava Maloy Sofsky. “Th e 
opportunities this fi lm will pro-
vide for continuing the develop-
ment of our local workforce and 
infrastructure are tremendous as 
we continue attracting indepen-
dent fi lm and television produc-
tions around the state.”

Pawhuska City Manager 
Dave Neely said crews have rent-
ed out a large industrial facility 
factory to build sets and keep 

supplies. He says they’re also renting out other plac-
es in the Pawhuska community as many of the store-
fronts, hotels, some of the old homes are still the size 
they were when the original events took place.

Neely said of the crew, “Th ey’ve been very great 
people. Martin’s been here visiting with people in 
the streets, hiring a lot of locals.”

Besides the Osage cast and location, music for 
the fi lm will be produced by famed Mohawk mu-
sician Robbie Robertson, who has worked with 
Scorcese on several fi lms.

Th e fi lm features the Academy Award-winner 
director Martin Scorsese who is known for “Th e 
Irishman” and “Goodfellas,” and actors DiCaprio 
and Robert De Niro. DeNiro will play William Hale, 
a white man who marries into the Osage family of 
the Burkhart sisters with nefarious deeds in mind, 
while DiCaprio, originally slated to play the FBI 
agent assigned to investigate the murders, will now 
play Hale’s nephew who marries one of the sisters 
for love, not money.

Sandra Hale Schulman, Cherokee, has been writ-
ing about Native issues since 1994. She is an author of 
four books, has contributed to shows at the Smithso-
nian’s National Museum of the American Indian and 
has produced three fi lms on Native musicia ns.

Courtesy photo and courtesy graphic.

“Killers of the Flower Moon” continued from page 19.

Editor’s note: Th e following is an Earthjustice 
press release dated August 12, 2020. Th e photo is 
courtesy of Shannon Jones, Bay Mills Indian Com-
munity.

Today (August 12, 2020), an administrative 
law judge granted Bay Mills Indian Community the 
right to intervene in the ongoing pipeline fi ght unit-
ing tribes, environmental groups and community 
members against oil giant Enbridge. Th e decision 
will allow Bay Mills to be a party in the contested 
case process evaluating Enbridge’s Michigan Pub-
lic Service Commission’s permit application. Th is 
is the fi rst time that a tribal nation has intervened 
in a proceeding before the Michigan Public Service 
Commission. Th e Public Service Commission will 
determine whether Enbridge will get its wish to 
build a massive tunnel beneath the Straits of Mack-
inac, which connects Lake Michigan and Lake Hu-
ron, to house a new segment of its Line 5 pipeline. 
Th e Straits of Mackinac is a place of religious and 
cultural signifi cance to Bay Mills in addition to be-
ing an important freshwater and fi sheries resource. 

“Enbridge’s Line 5 pipeline puts our treaty 
rights and our way of life at risk every single day,” 

said Chairman Bryan Newland from the Bay Mills 
Indian Community. “We are going to continue to 
fi ght to protect our rights, our waters, and our way 
of life.”

“We will not sit back and allow an oil giant to 
strong-arm its way into building this massive tunnel 
project,” said Christopher Clark, Attorney at Earth-
justice. “Th e Bay Mills Indian Community has trea-
ty rights and we intend to make sure that Enbridge 
knows that.” Back to top

Courtesy photo.
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By Kolby KickingWoman

Editor’s note: Th e following article and accom-
panying photograph appeared on Indian Country 
Today, and they are reprinted here with permission.

For years, tribes searched for innovative and 
creative ways to keep indigenous languages alive. 

Th e Cherokee Nation announced the com-
pletion of an animated series pilot called “Inage’i,” 
which translates to “In Th e Woods.”

Th e episode was created through a collabora-
tion between the tribe, the Oklahoma Film + Music 
Offi  ce and FireTh ief Productions. Cherokee Nation 
Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin, Jr. said the series will 
be good for tribal citizens of all ages.

“Preserving and perpetuating the Cherokee lan-
guage for future generations requires new avenues 
that allow us to both share and teach the language,” 
Hoskin, Jr. said. “Th is partnership has produced an 
animated series pilot that I believe will grab the at-
tention of children and adults alike. Whether they 
are introduced to the Cherokee language for the 
fi rst time or re-introduced to a language that they 
are already familiar with, we are excited about the 
groundbreaking possibilities this series will create 
for the Cherokee language in the years to come.”

Jeremy Charles, Cherokee, is the Co-creator 
and Director of the series. He said that even though 
the show has not found a permanent home, it has 
piqued the interest of multiple outlets. 

Charles wants to capture the passion of young 
learners and hopes to add more Native content to 
the mainstream for Native youth, similar to “Molly 
of Denali,” which he said is the “gold standard.”

“We just need a lot more of that,” Charles said. 
“My goal from the beginning was yes, we’re going to 
teach language, but we’re going to teach it by creat-
ing content that kids can repeatedly watch and will 
be interested and engaged in and excited about rath-
er than feel like they’re just being talked to.”

Traditional Cherokee stories inspired the cre-
ation of the main characters, who are four animal 
friends. Th ey are Iga Daya’i the mischievous rabbit, 
Juksvsgi the gruff  wolf, Anawegi the conscientious 
deer and Kvliwohi the wise bear,” according to the 
press release. 

Th e tribe funded the project and is a part of the 
Durbin Feeling Language Preservation Act, which 
seeks to keep the Cherokee language alive and well. 
Beyond the language, animators drew inspiration 
from Cherokee clothing and traditional music that 

will be featured in the episode. 
Howard Paden, Cherokee, is Executive Director 

of the Cherokee Nation’s Language Department. He 
said the tribe saw a decline in people who spoke the 
language because of television. 

Now, they are using the medium to their advan-
tage. 

“Cherokee communities saw a sweeping decline 
in Cherokee language usage among young children 
when television programming entered the homes 
of our rural communities,” Paden said. “Th is ani-
mation project, like others, will use the same tech-
nology to bring the language back into the home. 
Now, young Cherokee children will be able to enjoy 
cartoons in Cherokee.”

Ultimately, it’s about creating an ecosystem of 
content for the next generation of Cherokee lan-
guage speakers. Charles said the series is a small 
piece in the larger puzzle of sustaining the language. 

“We need fi lmmakers to emerge. We need an-
imators to be busy making content. We need TV 
programs to compete,” Charles said. “Th at to me, 
since that’s my background and that’s what I do, I’ve 
taken that on as my mission to join the new guard. 
Th e generations and the fi lmmakers who kind of 
feel a purpose in that and creating content. Creat-
ing an entire platform in a wide variety of interests 
for language learners and speakers. Th at to me is a 
super important part of retaining and revitalizing 
language.”

Th e trailer for the pilot will be released in the 
coming weeks as well as a free public showing. It 
will be released online shortly aft er for the world’s 
consumption. 

Kolby KickingWoman, Blackfeet/A’aniih, is a re-
porter/producer for Indian Country Today. He is from 
the great state of Montana and currently reports for 
the Washington B ureau. Follow him on Twitter - @
KDKW_406. E-mail - kkickingwoman@indiancoun-
trytoday.com
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O N E  P I E C E  O F  T H E  L A N G U A G E  P U Z Z L E  -  C H E R O K E E  N A T I O N  T O  R E L E A S E 
T H E  F I R S T  E P I S O D E  O F  A N  A N I M A T E D  T V  S E R I E S  I N  T H E  C H E R O K E E 
L A N G U A G E

Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a press release from the Inter-
tribal Council of Michigan, Inc.

Th e Inter-Tribal Council of 
Michigan, Inc. has launched a 
new web portal to support Na-
tive American tribes in Mich-
igan through the COVID-19 
pandemic at itcmi.org/covid19. 
Th is project is funded through 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to support all 
12 federally recognized tribes in 
Michigan to fi ght the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Th e new portal is a reposi-
tory of resources to help inform 
and support tribal members, 
tribal leaders and health profes-
sionals on COVID-19 pandemic 
response and preparedness.

“Th ere is so much informa-
tion out there about COVID-19. 
We wanted to gather tribal-rele-
vant resources and create a web-
site that is easy to use and allows 
the user to navigate quickly to 

fi nd what tribal members, lead-
ers and health professionals 
need,” said Bill Bernier, Regis-
tered Sanitarian, Inter-Tribal 
Council of Michigan.

Th e categories on the web 
portal include community re-
sources, PPE guidelines, com-
munity health workers, pro-
vider resources and scientifi c 
literature, disinfection guide-
lines, telehealth resources for 
tribal health clinics, emergency 
preparedness, testing and sur-
veillance guidelines, food service 
operations, workplace and busi-
ness guidelines and patient edu-

cation material. In addition, the 
portal will include an up-to-date 
dashboard of cases of COVID-19 
by tribal service area.

Michigan’s lower socioeco-
nomic and minority groups are 
bearing the brunt of the disease. 
Tribal communities experience 
higher rates of underlying risk 
factors for COVID-19 and dis-
proportionate health disparities. 
Th is program and web portal 
are designed as a COVID-19 
response to benefi t tribal and 
non-tribal residents within 
Michigan’s tribal service areas, 
which includes 61 counties.

Th e purpose of this 
COVID-19 program is to pro-
vide resources, training and 
technical assistance to support 
the 12 federally recognized tribes 
in conducting health activities in 
response to COVID-19.

For more information, 
please visit www.itcmi.org/
covid19

Courtesy graphic.
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Chambers 
7500 Odawa Circle

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
Tribal Council 

Regular Meeting
July 9, 2020

Call to Order: 9:06 a.m.
Closed Session: none
Opening Ceremony: Emily Proctor 

Council Present: Councilor Fred 
Harrington, Jr., Councilor Fred Ki-
ogima, Councilor Tamara Kiogima, 
Councilor Melissa Pamp, Council-
or Leroy Shomin, Councilor Mar-
ty Van De Car, Treasurer Marcella 
Reyes, Secretary Julie Shananaquet, 
Legislative Leader Emily Proctor 

Absent: Secretary Julie Shanan-
aquet 

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Offi  ce Manager Michele 
Portman-LaCount, Legislative Ser-
vices Attorney Donna L. Budnick, 
Sr Financial Analyst Rachel Cope, 
General Counsel James Bransky

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  
Present: Tribal Chair Regina Gas-
co-Bentley, Executive Director Unit 
I Phil Harmon, Chief Financial Of-
fi cer Carrie Carlson, Safety Coordi-
nator Sue Gasco, Human Resources 
Director Denise Petoskey, Executive 
Director Unit II Daugherty Johnson, 
Planning Director Amanda Swiss

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : none
Public: Denise Steff el, Will Ortiz, 

Melissa Shomin, Bernadece Boda, 
Rachael Keopp, Kenny Dewey, Lily 
Anderson, Marvin Mulholland, 
Christine Shomin, Deb Smithkey 
Browne, Matt Davis, Mary Roberts, 
Ricky Compo

Invited Guest: Gaming Authori-
ty Matt Stemkoski, Odawa Casino 
Resort General Manager Ron Olson 
and Finance Director Roger Borton, 
Human Resources Director Andrea 
Shananaquet; Tribal Burial Board 
Gwen Teuthorn, and Ken Gill; Oda-
wa Economic Aff airs Holding Cor-
poration Chair Greg Karlis

9:11 a.m. Secretary Julie Shanan-
aquet arrived.

Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-
la Reyes and supported by Council-
or Melissa Pamp to Adopt the Agen-
da of July 9, 2020.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0 -Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Odawa Economic Aff airs Holding 
Corporation, Inc.

Due to time constraints OEAHC 
was moved up on the agenda.  

New Administrative Assistant
Successful opening day of Lume
Applications for position on Board
Audit Response – Tentative date 

of Audit completion scheduled for 
07/17/20.

Motion made by Councilor Fred 
Harrington Jr. and supported by 
Councilor Fred Kiogima to ac-
knowledge Odawa Economic Aff airs 
Holding Corporation (OEAHC) 
updates as presented by Greg Karlis, 
Board Chairman on July 09, 2020.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to approve 
the minutes of June 25, 2020 as cor-
rected.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

9:40 a.m. Gaming Authority Oda-
wa Casino May 2020 - Update for 
the Enterprise dated July 9, 2020. 

Motion made by Secretary Ju-
lie Shananaquet and supported by 
Treasurer Marcella Reyes to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Odawa Ca-
sino May 2020 Update for the Enter-
prise dated July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstain 

(Councilor Martin Van De Car), 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-
la Reyes and supported by Council-
or Tamara Kiogima to adopt Tribal 
Resolution Authorizing Loan from 
PNC Bank, National Association, 
and related Documents, Authoriz-
ing Tribal Appropriations for Pay-
ments of the Loan, Adopting Law 
Governing the Arbitration of Dis-
putes related to the Loan, Adopting 
Law Regarding Security Interests 
and Addressing Related Matters and 
authorize Tribal Chair and Treasurer 
to sign the loan documents upon fi -
nal legal review by General Counsel 
Bransky.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Fred 
Harrington Jr-yes, Councilor Fred 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor Melis-
sa Pamp-yes, Councilor Leroy 
Shomin- yes, Councilor Marty Van 
De Car-abstain, Treasurer Marcella 
Reyes–yes, Secretary Julie Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor- yes

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

10:31 a.m.  Break
10:41 a.m.  Resume
Executive Oversight Report 
Tribal Chair Regina Gasco-Bentley
Update:  Line 5 break, Biden Cam-

paign Call-Improved Gov’t to Gov’t 
relations with President and task 
force for Murdered and Missing In-
digenous Women.  Education and 
Elder budget shortages. COVID-19 
Phase II safety updates.  Native 
Way refurbish completed.  Facilities 
working on placing new virus pre-
vention chips in ducts.  Medicare 
reimbursement program moving 
forward as quickly as possible.  

Questions raised by Tribal Council:
Councilor Fred Kiogima -Per cap 

Letter update –Response: posted to 
Facebook and letters will be mailed.  

Councilor Marty Van De Car-Di-
rect Deposit for Elders.

Motion made by Councilor Me-
lissa Pamp and supported by Coun-
cilor Tamara Kiogima to acknowl-
edge the verbal and written June 
2020 Executive Oversite Report as 
presented by Tribal Chairperson 
Regina Gasco-Bentley, Unit 1 Di-
rector-Phil Harmon and Unit 2 Di-
rector-Daugherty Johnson on July 9, 
2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 0 
-Absent Motion carried.

Tribal Council Offi  cer Reports
Legislative Leader Report
-CARES Resolution discussion for 

sending to the Appropriation’s and 
Finance Committee

- Next Townhall, provide conver-
sation regarding how to engage civi-
cally in government. 

-Letter to Odawa Economic Aff airs 
Holding Company

-Written report included.
Motion made by Councilor Ta-

mara Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to accept 
Legislative Leader Proctor’s verbal 
and written report for July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Secretary Report
-Documents Delivered to the Exec-

utive-none
-Vetoes -none
-Phone Polls passed by Tribal 

council: none
FYI-Fielded several questions re-

garding Medicare reimbursements 
and COVID-19 disbursements.

Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-
la Reyes and supported by Council-
or Fred Kiogima 

to accept Secretary Shananaquet’s 
verbal and written report as provid-
ed on the agenda for July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 

0-Absent Motion carried.
Treasurer Report
Appropriations and Finance 

Committee
-Last Meeting: June 16, 2020 and all 

motions were addressed at the June 
25, 2020 Tribal Council Meeting.

-Next Meeting:  Tuesday July 14, 
2020 at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom

-Phone Polls: none
Motion made by Councilor Fred 

Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Melissa Pamp to accept the 
Appropriations and Finance Com-
mittee verbal and written report as 
provided on the agenda by Treasurer 
Reyes, Committee Chair for July 9, 
2020.  

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Land and Reservation Committee
-Last Meeting: June 5, 2020 and all 

motions were addressed at the June 
25, 2020 Tribal Council Meeting.

-Next Meeting: July 17, 2020 at 9:00 
a.m. on Zoom

-Phone Polls-none
Motion made by Councilor Leroy 

Shomin and supported by Council-
or Fred Kiogima to accept the Land 

and Reservation Committee verbal 
report as provided on the agenda by 
Treasurer Reyes, Committee Chair 
for July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0 -No, 0 -Abstain, 0 
-Absent Motion carried.

Tribal Council Member Reports 
- none

Legislative Offi  ce Reports:
Offi  ce of Finance and Revenue-Sr 

Financial Analyst Rachel Cope 
Corporate Charters and/or Board 

Updates
Odawa Economic Development 

Management, Inc. 
Traditional Tribal Burial Board, 

Inc.
Ziibimijwang, Inc.
Odawa Economic Aff airs Holding 

Corp
Odawa Construction
Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-

la Reyes and supported by Councilor 
Melissa Pamp to accept Sr Financial 
Analyst Rachel Cope’s verbal and 
written report for July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0 -Abstain, 
0-Absent, Motion carried.

11:44 a.m.  Public Comment 
Opens

Melissa Shomin – Th anks for Zoom 

meetings.  Withdraw from Holding 
Company Board, would like to re-
considered for interview.  

Bernadece Boda – Public and Em-
ployee Safety.  Reporting to Council 
and professional etiquette.  CARES 
funding.  Lume on social media 
and contractual obligations.  Are 
jobs posted anywhere for charters/
boards.

Marvin Mulholland - Th ank you 
to accounting for hard work.  Elec-
tronic signatures needed to improve 
election system.  

11:52 Public Comment Closes
Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  -

cer-no report
Legislative Services Attorney
Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-

la Reyes and supported by Council-
or Fred Harrington Jr. to acknowl-
edge receipt of Legislative Services 
Attorney Donna Budnick’s verbal 
and written report for July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

General Counsel
Motion made by Treasurer Mar-

cella Reyes and supported by Coun-
cilor Leroy Shomin to adopt Tribal 
Resolution Authorizing Limited 
Waivers of Sovereign Immunity and 
the Right to Exclude and Addressing 
Other Matters Required to Obtain 
and Maintain an Internet Gaming 
Operator’s License from the Michi-
gan Gaming Control Board.

Roll Call Vote: Councilor Fred 
Harrington Jr-yes, Councilor Fred 
Kiogima-yes Councilor Tamara 
Kiogima-yes, Councilor Melis-
sa Pamp-yes, Councilor Leroy 
Shomin-yes, Councilor Marty Van 
De Car-abstain, Treasurer Marcella 
Reyes–yes, Secretary Julie Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Emily 
Proctor- yes

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstain 
(Councilor Martin Van De Car), 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Melis-
sa Pamp and supported by Council-
or Fred Kiogima to accept General 
Counsel Jim Bransky’s verbal report 
for July 9, 2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Legislative Offi  ce Manager
Motion made by Councilor Ta-

mara Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Leroy Shomin to accept 
Legislative Offi  ce Manager Michele 
Portman-LaCount’s verbal and writ-
ten report as presented on July 9, 
2020. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Tribal Council Action Items
Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-

la Reyes and supported by Council-
or Marty Van De Car to accept the 
Executive nomination of Kevin Hes-
selink for Tribal Prosecutor and set 
up an interview. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 1-No (Councilor Fred 
Harrington Jr.), 0-Abstain, 0-Absent

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor Tamara 

Kiogima and supported by Coun-
cilor Fred Kiogima to acknowledge 
receipt of the Tribal Burial Board’s 
2020 2nd Quarter Report. 

Vote: 9 -Yes, 0 -No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Melissa Pamp to post 
Amendment to Waganakising 
Odawak Statute 2015-019 Adminis-
trative Procedures Act to the Legis-
lative Calendar in the Odawa Regis-
ter sponsored by Legislative Leader 
Emily Proctor.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0 -No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Marcel-
la Reyes and supported by Council-
or Melissa Pamp to amend agenda to 
include appointments to Boards and 
Commissions.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0 -No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Ta-
mara Kiogima and supported by 
Councilor Fred Kiogima to assign 
Melissa Wiatrolik to the Tribal Buri-
al Board for a three-year term and 
amend the Charter to refl ect the as-
signment.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0 -No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried. 

Motion made by Councilor Melissa 
Pamp and supported by Councilor 
Marty Van De Car to appoint Ang-
ie Wooden to Housing Commission 
for a three-year term, expiring in 
2023.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0 -No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

12:47 p.m.   Adjournment
Motion made by Councilor Ta-

mara Kiogima  and supported by 
Councilor Marty Van De Car to ad-
journ.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstain, 
0-Absent Motion carried.

Th ese Minutes have been read and 
are approved as presented.

Secretary Julie Shananaquet     Date

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

September 1 Work Session
September 3 Council Meeting
September 15 Work Session
September 17 Council Meeting

October 6 Work Session
October 8 Council Meeting
October 20 Work Session
October 22 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Emily Proctor, Legislative Leader
Julie Shananaquet, Secretary
Marcella Reyes, Treasurer
Tamara Kiogima, Councilor
Leroy Shomin, Councilor
Melissa Pamp, Councilor
Marty Van De Car, Councilor
Fred Kiogima, Councilor
Frederick Harrington, Jr., 
Councilor
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subsequently entered the case as 
party plaintiff s. Th e federal court 
ruled in favor of the United 
States and tribes in 1979. Th e 
1979 decision, penned by Judge 
Noel Fox, eloquently explained 
the 1836 Treaty and the history 
of the body of law surrounding 
the relationship between the 
United States and Indian tribes. 
Th e decision noted that the treaty 
affi  rmed the tribes’ aboriginal 
right to fi sh in the Great Lakes, 
which could never be “required 
for settlement.” As a backdrop to 
its analysis, the court traced the 
trust responsibility to the Treaty 
of Ghent where the “United 
States agreed to treat these 
Indians not as a defeated enemy, 
but as a ward fully possessed 
of all rights arising by virtue of 
original occupancy and use of 
the lands.”  

In 1985, the court entered 
a consent decree governing the 
parties that were then in the case 
- the United States, the State of 
Michigan, the Bay Mills Indian 
Community, the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians and 
the Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians - 
to ease social confl ict by agreeing 
to a system of allocation and 
management of the Great Lakes 
fi shery. Th e term of the 1985 
Decree was 15 years, expiring in 
2000.

Participation in the Great 
Lakes Treaty fi shery was one of 
the central issues that drove Little 
Traverse to seek reaffi  rmation of 
its federally recognized status; 
the eff ort succeeded through 
the enactment of Public Law 
103-324 on September 21, 1994. 
Although not yet party to the 
United States v Michigan case, 
almost immediately following 
passage of the Reaffi  rmation Act, 
Little Traverse formed its Natural 
Resource Commission, enacted 
Great Lakes fi shing rules and 
regulations, and issued licenses 
to tribal citizens for commercial 
and subsistence fi shing. Little 
Traverse intervened as a party 
in the United States v Michigan 
case in 1998 to participate in 
the negotiations that resulted in 
the 2000 Great Lakes Consent 
Decree that governed allocation 

and management of the fi shery 
for 20 years with an expiration 
date of August 8, 2020. Little 
Traverse also participated in the 
negotiations that resulted in the 
2007 Inland Consent Decree 
that recognizes and governs 
exercise of the 1836 Treaty right 
on the inland portions of the 
cession area. Unlike the 2000 
Great Lakes Consent Decree, the 
2007 Inland Consent Decree is 
permanent.

LTBB, along with Bay Mills, 
SSM, GTB, LRB, the United 
States and the State of Michigan 
started meeting regularly to 
work on a new Great Lakes 
fi shing agreement in September 
2019. In early March 2020, 
the parties stipulated to the 
appointment of retired Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice Michael 
Cavanagh to serve as mediator, 
but with the disruptions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis starting at that same time, 
by June 2020, it was clear that 

a new agreement would not be 
complete by August 8, 2020. All 
parties but the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe fi led a motion requesting 
the court extend the 2000 
Great Lakes Consent Decree 
through December 31, 2020. 
Th e Sault Tribe fi led its own 
motion seeking an extension 
only until November 8, 2020, 
and also asking the court to 
discontinue the tribal zones 
in the 2000 Decree beyond 
that date. On July 24, 2020, the 
federal court granted the request 
to extend the 2000 Decree until 
December 31, 2020 and denied 
the Sault Tribe’s request to in 
any way modify the 2000 Decree 
during the extension. LTBB and 
the other parties to the case 
continue to work on a new Great 
Lakes fi shing agreement using 
conference calls, e-mails and 
virtual meeting platforms such 
as Zoom.

Th e map appears courtesy of 
the LTBB GIS Department.

“Consent Decree” continued from page  1.

It’s now time to respond to 
the  2020 Census!  Th e U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau has been preparing 
for this once-a-decade popula-
tion count for years. Th e question 
is: Are you ready? 

Here are 10 quick tips to help 
you to respond, and it should take 
just a few minutes: 

• If you don’t regularly check 
the mail,  please do so  now.  By 
now, most households have re-
ceived at least one invite to re-
spond to the 2020 Census, which 
includes instructions for how to 
respond online, by phone  or by 
mail. 

• Even if you don’t get an 
invitation in the mail, you can 
go online at 2020census.gov and 
respond now. You don’t have to 
wait for the paper questionnaire 
to arrive either.

• Your name isn’t on 
it. Th e invitation will be addressed 
to “Resident” – that’s you (and ev-
eryone in your household). Don’t 

throw it out just because your 
name isn’t on it. But, do be aware 
of scam and fraud  mail – learn 
more at https://2020census.gov/
en/avoiding-fraud.html 

• Determine how you will 
respond:  Online,  by phone or 
by mail.  If you  want to answer 
on paper, you can. Paper ques-
tionnaires are arriving by mail 
to households that haven’t yet re-
sponded.

• Responding online 
is easy.  Your  invitation in-
cludes  a  Census ID  number. 

But,  if you lose it,  you can use 
your address. You can go online 
on any device including a laptop, 
tablet or smartphone. Remember: 
If you respond online, you must 
complete the census in one sitting. 
You  will not have the ability to 
save your progress and come back 
to fi nish. 

• You can respond in En-
glish and 12  diff erent languag-
es  online and by phone.  Th ere 
will be a drop-down menu on-
line or a special phone number 
on your invitation.  Other lan-
guages include Spanish, Chinese, 
Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, 
Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, French, 
Haitian Creole, Portuguese and 
Japanese. Th e Census Bureau also 
off ers webpages and guides in 59 
non-English languages, includ-
ing American Sign Language and 
guides in Braille and large print. 

• On the paper question-
naire, use blue or black ink – no 

1 0  T I P S  F O R  R E S P O N D I N G  T O  T H E  2 0 2 0  C E N S U S

“Census” continued on page 24.
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a wide range of items such as unanticipat-
ed additional expenditures for the follow-

ing: Sanitizing supplies; personal protec-
tion equipment; increased food, utility and 
health care expenses; and support toward 

severe economic dislocations brought about 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

“CARES Act Funding” continued from page  1.

pencils! You can write in the margins, though, if you need 
space. Be sure to return the questionnaire in the envelope 
provided. If you lost it, return it to U.S. Census Bureau, Na-
tional Processing Center, 1201 E 10th Street, Jeff ersonville, 
IN 47132. 

• Figure out who is “Person 1/Head of House-
hold.” If you’re the only person in your home, then you are 
Person 1. If more than one person lives in your home, Person 
1 is generally someone whose name is on the mortgage or 
rental agreement and who is over age 15.

• Count everyone who lives in your home – includ-
ing children. Count everyone who lives and sleeps in your 
home  most of the time, including relatives, friends and 
others.  Learn more about  who to count  and special cir-
cumstances for specifi c groups of people such as military. 
If more than 10 people live in your home, respond online at 
2020census.gov where there is plenty of space. 

• Respond as soon as you can. Respond on your own 
now to avoid a visit from a census taker later this year. 

Learn more at 2020census.gov  
Key Dates

• July 1 - September 3: Census takers will work with 
administrators at colleges, senior centers, prisons and other 
facilities that house large groups of people to make sure 
everyone is counted.

• August 11 – October 31: Census takers will interview 
homes that haven’t responded to the 2020 Census to help 
make sure everyone is counted.

• December:  Th e Census Bureau will deliver 
apportionment counts to the President and Congress as 
required by law.

 Courtesy graphic.

“Census” continued from page 23.

L I T T L E  T R A V E R S E  B A Y  B A N D S  O F  O D A W A  I N D I A N S  ( L T B B )  I S  N O W  A C C E P T I N G  A P P L I C A T I O N S 
F R O M  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N S  F O R  C O V I D - 1 9  E M E R G E N C Y  D I S A S T E R  R E L I E F  C A R E S  A C T  F U N D I N G

To claim a dependent, they must have the same address as the applicant. 
PLEASE MAIL, E-MAIL OR FAX COMPLETED APPLICATION TO: 

LTBB ATTN: Human Services, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, MI 49740 
Fax 231-242-1635 e-mail: DHSApplications@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 

ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 1st, 2020 
Questions on this application? 

Please contact the Human Services Department DHS at 231-242-1620 
Application required per updated Department of Treasury Guidelines. 
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Birthday Walking On...

Happy 75th birthday to 
Aunt Rosey on September 6. 
You’re not old, you’re vintage! 
Enjoy your special day and try 
to stay out of trouble. Love, the 
King and VanDeCar families.  

Th anks to all who donated 
or attempted to donate on Au-
gust 5, 2020 at our Versiti Blood 
Center of Michigan blood drive 
held at Odawa Hotel in Petoskey, 
MI. Our goal was 43 units. We 
ended up collecting, drum roll 
please, 52 units! What does that 
mean? Over 156 lives will be im-
pacted! Th anks again to all who 
participated. 

 Marty Van De Car, Odawa 
Casino Community Develop-
ment Coordinator

Miigwetch

William P. “Big Will” Sha-
nanaquet, Jr., 44

William P. “Big Will” Sha-
nanaquet, Jr., age 44, of Grand 
Rapids, MI, walked on July 26, 
2020. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Mary and Wil-
liam Shananaquet, Sr., and his 
nephew, Kody Stalzer. He will 
be missed by his children, Shan-
non Shananaquet (fi ancé Ki-
ara), Anthony Kahgegab (fi ancé 
Brittney), Garrett Shananaquet, 
Gavyn Shananaquet, Gijigo Sha-
nanaquet, Sean Shananaquet, 
Stacia Shananaquet and Azariah 
Shananaquet; his grandchildren, 
Daniel, Faith, Hope, Azriel, Xay-
vien and one on the way; his sib-
lings, Ron John, Billi Jo (David) 
Russell, James (Danny) Austin, 
Richard Willingham, John Aus-
tin, Tami Sprague, Bret Shomin 
and Marcia (Darren) Force; 
many nieces, nephews, relatives 
and friends. William was a mem-
ber of the Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians. He was 
an active and beloved member of 
the Native American communi-
ty. He loved playing basketball, 
drumming with friends at pow 
wows, cooking family meals and 
all around being with his family.

Doris Lucille Massey, 72

Doris Lucille Massey, 72, of 
Brutus, MI, walked on July 26, 
2020 at her home. She was born 
on March 8, 1948 in Burt Town-
ship, MI, to Louis C. and Irene 
(Shenoskey) Massey. She attend-
ed Holy Childhood School. Her 
fi rst job was at Circuit Controls, 
for a short time. She worked 
for Mr. and Mrs. Don Hageral 
as a babysitter for several years. 
She worked in housekeeping at 
Boyne Highlands and then Oda-
wa Casino before her retirement. 
Her hobbies were beadwork, 
dream catchers and dancing. 
Doris is survived by her sister, 
Loretta (Ken) Parkey, and broth-
er, David Massey, Sr.; nieces, 
Renae LaPoint, Melissa Pamp, 
Nicole Massey and Rebecca 
Mayer; nephews, David Massey, 
Jr., Duane and Randy Parkey 
and Cory Meyers; cousins, San-

dy Shenoskey, Sarah Holmes, 
Becky Conley, Mark Shenoskey 
and Alice Honson; and her dog, 
Minney. 

Adam Dean Hergenreder, 
32

Adam Dean Hergenreder, 
32, passed away July 6, 2020 at 
Morton Plant Hospital in Clear-
water, FL. Aft er 94 days, Adam 
died of complications with 
COVID-19 and long-term lung 
disease resulting from his pre-
mature birth. Born January 21, 
1988, weighing only one pound 
and seven ounces, in Orlan-
do, FL, he was the son of Gene 
Hergenreder and Elaine (Mis-
covich) Minichino. Adam was a 
2008 graduate of Pinellas Park 
High School and worked various 
jobs before his health left  him 
unable to work. Adam was the 
very defi nition of a sports fanat-
ic. He loved watching all sport-
ing events and would have loved 
to play if his disabilities didn’t 
prevent him. His favorite teams 
were the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
Minnesota Vikings, Tampa Bay 
Rays, the Lightning and Orlan-
do Magic. He also enjoyed NA-
SCAR, WWE and recently, be-
came interested in horse racing. 
He was proud to be a member 
of the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians. Adam loved 
people and was loved by many. 
He was always positive and op-
timistic even throughout his 
illness, oft en posting videos to 
let everyone know how he was 
doing and telling them to stay 
safe and healthy during this 
coronavirus pandemic. He will 
be greatly missed by his father, 
Gene Hergenreder, of Orlan-
do, FL; mother and stepfather, 
Elaine and James Minichino of 
Clearwater, FL; his brother, An-
drew (Amanda) Hergenreder of 
East Stroudsburg, PA; and two 
nieces, Airyn and Adyson. He 
will also be lovingly remembered 
by his grandfather, Howard Her-
genreder, of Millington, MI; 
aunts, uncles and many, many 
cousins. He was predeceased by 
his maternal grandparents, John 
and Christine (Napont) Mis-
covich; paternal grandmother, 
Marie Hergenreder; great aunt 
and uncle, Ann and Bill Seitz. 
Adam was always a fi ghter from 
the time of his birth, conquering 
his many illnesses, but the coro-
navirus weakened his body until 
he could fi ght no more. A me-
morial will be held at a later date 
to allow all friends and family to 
attend. Our family appreciates 
your condolences, prayers and 
thoughts during this time.

Adam, I’ll love you forever. I’ll like you for always. As long as I’m 
living, my baby you’ll be. Love, Mom. 

In Memoriam
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