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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.

L T B B  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N S  E N R O L L E D  A S  O F  1 0 - 2 0 - 2 0 1 4 =  4 , 5 7 5

Editor’s note: Th e following is 
a press release from Phil Bellfy and 
Tim LaCroix, an LTBB Tribal Citi-
zen, dated October 7, 2014. 

In a ruling by Judge Allie Maldo-
nado of the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians Tribal Court, Phil 
Bellfy and Tim LaCroix have been 
dealt a setback in their goal to stop 
the diversion of millions of gallons of 
fresh water for fracking, which they 
feel is in violation of Tribal and State 
Law.

“Th e Judge issued an ‘Order of 
Dismissal,’ citing a ‘Lack of Subject 
Matter Jurisdiction,’ but this is not 
over – we will appeal this ruling,” 
Bellfy said. “Th e Judge cited a num-
ber of laws and statutes to defend 
her decision, but she failed to up-
hold the LTBB Tribal Constitution, 
under which an individual can sue. 
Although the individual Statute in 
question does state that the Tribal 
Government can sue and has sole au-
thority to do so, a Tribal Statute does 

not trump a Tribal Constitution.” 
“We do not have to wait for a 

Tribal Government to act on our 
suit,” LaCroix said. “If this decision is 
left  to stand, it would take away the 
Constitutional individual rights of 
the Tribal Membership.”

LaCroix also said that the re-
cent Resolution by the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee against fracking gives 
him hope that his Tribe will have the 
wisdom in protecting our natural 
resources. He also referred to a very 
recent landmark court case in New 
York where individual towns were 
successful with the New York’s High-
est Court in affi  rming their right to 
ban fracking. 

“Th e momentum is going our 
way,” LaCroix said. “We just need 
brave people to make the stand. 
Th ere are leaders and then, there are 
followers; we are asking the Tribes in 
Michigan to stand as leaders with us. 
I do not want to see the beautiful area 
we live in polluted, like ‘frack-water’ 

Submitted by Valorie Glazier, Patient Benefi ts Spe-
cialist

If You Are Not 
Insured

According to 
the Aff ordable Care 
Act (ACA), if you 
are not covered by 
any type of medi-
cal coverage, you 
are required to pay 
a responsibility fee 
to the federal gov-
ernment at tax time. 
Fortunately for us, Native Americans and our descen-
dants, are exempt from having to pay the fee as long as 
we fi le an exemption with the federal government fi rst. 
Please make an attempt to come see Patient Benefi ts 
Specialist Valorie Glazier to begin the process of exemp-
tion as soon as possible to avoid the mandated fee when 
fi ling your taxes.

If You Are Already Covered
If you are already covered by private insurance, 
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“Don’t Delay” continued on page 23.

“LaCroix” continued on page 23.

Submitted by Odawa Economic 
Development Management, Incorpo-
rated 

 
Odawa Economic Development 

Management, Incorporated (OED-
MI) will soon begin reshaping and 
re-grading the former Victories Ca-
sino site south of Petoskey, MI, in 
preparation for construction of roads 
and new commercial buildings. 

Th is will bring about the fi rst 
phase or about 30,000 square feet of 
an eventual 90,000 square feet of retail 
and other space. Th e site plan, which 
is in the process of being submitted 
to Tribal Council for review, shows a 
public square, retail space and more 
than 600’ of high visibility frontage on 
U.S. 131.

For those of you who are curious 
about what’s been happening or what 
will be happening soon at the former 
Victories Casino site, here is an up-
date. 

We’ve been very busy working in 
the background, trying to get things 
right the fi rst time. Th e result is we’re 
very excited about what’s going to 
happen, and we think it’ll begin hap-

W H A T ’ S  B E E N  H A P P E N I N G  A T  T H E  F O R M E R  V I C T O R I E S  C A S I N O  S I T E  I N  P E T O S K E Y ,  M I C H I G A N ?

“Victories” continued on page 23.

D O N ’ T  D E L A Y  Y O U R  T A X  R E F U N D ! ! ! T R I B A L  C O U R T  S H O O T S  D O W N  I N J U N C T I V E  O R D E R  T O  H A L T  T H E  D I V E R S I O N  O F 
F R E S H  W A T E R  U S E D  I N  F R A C K I N G  A G A I N S T  T H E  G O V E R N O R  O F  M I C H I G A N  F O R 
V I O L A T I O N  O F  T R I B A L  A N D  S T A T E  L A W

On September 23 , 2014, Tim La-
Croix (left ) and Phil Bellfy (right) 
fi led a lawsuit in the LTBB Trib-
al Court to halt the diversion 
of fresh water used in fracking, 
which they feel is in violation of 
state and tribal laws. LTBB Chief 
Judge Allie Greenleaf Maldonado 
dismissed the case, but LaCroix 
and Bellfy plan to appeal it to the 
LTBB Appellate Court.
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Being Odawa is all about Freedom

Th e freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. Th e freedom in 
common with all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. Th e freedom we have today we will 
bring to the future through unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven 
generations by holding to cultural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize 
our tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly 
represent our culture. With these values we will move the tribe forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda 

egishkaago’iing dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin 
kina gwaya Odawak nasaap eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik 
debendamowaad. Maanda dbendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, 
dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin. Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aa-
migak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ew-
in, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing na-
kaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda 
eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

Th e Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we 
have a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for 
space and content.

Th e deadline for the December 2014 issue of Odawa Trails is November 3, 2014.
You can e-mail your submissions to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or call them in at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-1429. Please 

only call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com

Beverly Wemigwase, Receptionist          231-242-1400
          1-866-652-5822

Tribal Administration
Assistant
242-1420

Tribal Council/Legislative Offi  ce
1-866-972-0077

Tamara Kiogima,
Administrative Assistant 

242-1403

Tribal Chairman’s Offi  ce
Lisa Flynn,

Administrative Assistant
242-1401

Accounting Department
Krystal Kiogima, Assistant

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts
242-1439

Archives, Records and 
Repatriation Department

Eric Hemenway,
Director
242-1527

Commerce Department
Th eresa Keshick,

Assistant
242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar,

Coordinator
242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist

242-1429

Elders Department
Joan Jacobs, Assistant

242-1423

Enrollment Department
Linda Gokee, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1521

Facilities & Safety Department
Susan Gasco, 

Director
242-1558

Education Department
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director
242-1454

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, 

Director
242-1597

Grant Writers
Julie Kauppila

242-1560

Amber Holt
242-1447

Please do not contact the grant 
writers regarding personal 

grants from LTBB. For infor-
mation regarding personal 
grants from LTBB, please 

contact Tribal Administrator 
Assistant at 231-242-1420.

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health  
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Tina Shawano, Maternal 
Child Health Outreach

242-1614

Diane Bott, 
Healthy Heart Specialist

242-1615

Housing Department
Mike Lyons, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1540

Human Resources 
Department

Dorla Field, Administrative 
Assistant
242-1555

Human Services Department 
Brenda Schoolcraft , 

Administrative Assistant 
242-1621

Law Enforcement 
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

Legal Department
Su Lantz, 
Assistant
242-1407

MIS Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
242-1531

Natural Resource 
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Odawa Enterprise 
Management

242-1583

Planning, Zoning and
 Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Mobility Coordinator

242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Jennifer Wilson, 
Offi  ce/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Offi  ce
Celestine Petoskey, 

Offi  ce Manager
242-1475

Youth Services Department
Coordinator 

242-1593
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Every month, we will honor LTBB 
Tribal Citizen Veterans, past and present, 
who have served our country in the vari-
ous branches of the military. 

If you would like yourself, a family 
member or someone you know to appear 
in this series, please send us an e-mail at 
newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov with the 
name of the veteran(s), and please provide 
your contact information.  

In Memory of Augustine C. Kiogima 

Th is month’s featured veteran is an 
LTBB Tribal Elder who recently walked 
on aft er 86 years among us. Augustine 
C. Kiogima was born in 1928 in Harbor 
Springs, MI, and during his early years, 
he attended Harbor Springs schools, both 
Holy Childhood and the public schools.

He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1944 
and served on the Pacifi c Coast, partic-
ipating in fl ights all around the Pacifi c 
Rim. He later told stories of his adventures 
while in the service, including the time he 
missed his train from Northern Michigan 

and had to hitchhike all the way to his base 
in Gillette, WY. 

While in the Army, he attained the 
rank of Corporal, and then, was part of the 
transition when the U.S. Army Air Corps 
became the United States Air Force. He lat-

er attained the rank of Technical Sergeant 
and was stationed at locations in Colorado 
and Wyoming. His specialty was working 
as a repair mechanic and a member of the 
Crash Crew, and he had many stories of 
the planes he worked on and around. He 
was honorably discharged in 1949 and re-
turned home to Harbor Springs.  

Among the things he enjoyed most 
about his time in the military were the ca-

maraderie among the troops and the op-
portunities to ride his motorcycle. In his 
later years, he was a regular participant in 
pow wows and parades and most recent-
ly attended the LTBB Odawa Homecom-
ing Pow Wow where he proudly wore his 
“stripes” and his World War II Victory 
Medal.

Photo by Communications Coordina-
tor Annette VanCar and courtesy graphics. 

H O N O R I N G  O U R  L T B B  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N  V E T E R A N S  –  I N  M E M O R Y  O F  A U G U S T I N E  C .  K I O G I M A 

Lead Payroll Technician Angela Friend

Angela Friend has worked for LTBB since January 15, 
2001. She has lived in the Northern Michigan area all of 
her life as did her parents and grandparents. 

In her position, she completes multiple tasks. Some 
of those include answering payroll questions, updating 
payroll fi les and completing employment verifi cations for 
court and fi nancial institutions. 

She is a 2005 Circle of Excellence award recipient. Th e 
Circle of Excellence program provides the LTBB Govern-
mental Team a chance to recognize seven team members 
for their hard work, dedication, teamwork, dependability 
and commitment to customer service. 

Accounts Payable Tonia Gasco

I have been with the Accounting Depart-
ment team for more than 10 years. It has been 
quite the experience working for the tribal gov-
ernment. For some time, I was a one-man show. 
I did not realize I was so good with math and had an eye 
for detail, which is highly needed in the position. It takes a 
lot of patience and knowledge of how the Accounting pro-
cedures take place and how to process billing to produce 
checks at the end. It’s like a little assembly line. Review all 
that comes across the desk from daily post offi  ce mail to 
interoffi  ce mail from departments to be processed for pay-
ments or they try to pass through for processing. 

Th is is where some fun for Accounts Payable begins, 
when we receive an interoffi  ce envelope from the depart-
ment. We must be sure all is correct before we can pass on 

to the next step, which is with our staff  accountants for 
approval to process for payment. Sometimes, we get lots 
of incomplete documentation and have to send back for 
proper documentation over and over. Even staff  who have 
been here longer forget the process. It becomes quite the 
task to keep all documentation correct with all proper sig-
natures of approval before sending to the staff  accountants, 
so we can process for payment and be able to produce 
checks. 

We usually have two check runs a week; it varies when 
a holiday interferes. We have approximately 300 checks a 
week we produce, and we send some of the checks to de-
partments as they requested, but we mail most. We have 
most on a schedule knowing when the next billing state-
ment from PNC, credit cards to Walmart. 

I have great assistance when they hired an Accounting 
Technician, Lisa Brookens, with the overload; as the tribe 
grows, so do the bills. I enjoy the busy atmosphere and 
hope to continue the great service I can provide. 

Accounts Payable Tonia Gasco.

Purchasing Technician Mandy Szocinski

On November 20, 2014, Mandy Szocinski will begin 
her 15th year of employment with LTBB. She drives 150 
miles roundtrip every day from her home in Lewiston, MI, 
to the LTBB Governmental Center in Harbor Springs, MI.   

In her position, she completes multiple tasks simul-
taneously. Some of those include assisting purchasing, as-
sisting accounts payable, handling vendors and fi xed assets 
and writing independent contracts. 

Writing independent contracts entails seeking con-

tractors, getting the best bang for the buck and seeing 
the work is completed. Contracts works closely with the 
Housing Department, the Planning Department, the Trib-
al Court and the Grants Department. 

“I enjoy working with people and helping people,” 
she said. “I like knowing I helped someone get their house 
fi xed, their bill paid, to a safe place or to go somewhere and 
learn (travel). I like that every day is something diff erent 
and a chance to learn new things.” 

She is a 2005 Circle of Excellence award recipient. Th e 
Circle of Excellence program provides the LTBB Govern-
mental Team a chance to recognize seven team members 
for their hard work, dedication, teamwork, dependability 
and commitment to customer service.

Photos by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist Wendy Cong-
don. 

If you would like to be on the tribal governmental 
vendor list for providing goods or services to 
the LTBB government, please contact Mandy 
Szocinski at 231-242-1439 or mszocinski@
ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. Please be prepared to 
provide the following information: Name, 
contact information, good/services you are 
providing and any additional information as 
required. Supporting our tribal businesses is our 
preference. Chi Miigwech! 

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L  B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !
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November Elders Birthdays
November 1

Yvonne Eastman

November 2
George Anthony

Ramona Gall
Joyce Munson

Walter Page, Jr.
Michael Skippergosh

November 3
Cynthia Greensky
Dexter McNamara
Russell Menefee

Richard Washegesic
Russell Worthington

November 4
Chris Paulsen
Carol Rinko

November 5
Dorothy Dyer

Ramona Sachtler

November 6
Maureen Kilpatrick
Margaret Mallory

Rita Serva

November 7
Lawrence Couillard

Neoma Hallett
Katherine Martin
Judith Nuytten

George Portman, Jr.
William Portman, Sr.

November 8
Edwin Fluette
Eileen Yeager

November 9
Rosalee Star Chief

James Teuthorn

November 10
Frank Francis

Marie Gatti
Florence Lovegrove

Philip Ramage

November 11
Mark Demoines, Sr.

John Parks
Jerome Skippergosh
Elizabeth Williamson

November 12
Marcelino Bernard, Sr.

John Lasley
Elaine LeClaire

November 13
Toni Hayes

Kathy Heilman
Theresa LeClair
Bernice Olson

Robert Sky-Eagle
Cynthia Sloan

November 14
William Teuthorn

November 15
Cecilia Bernard

Geneva Liebenberg
Mary McLaughlin

Flora Shears

November 16
Mary Kraemer

November 17
Susan Christie
Rose Deland

Michael Fetterhoff
Florine Harper

Kahtnee Tobasageshik
Susanne Yates

November 18
Gregory Fox
Cinthia Szucs

Sue Vertz

November 19
Harold Demoines

Debra Riley
Robert Sebeck

November 20
Larry Leo

Joan Sobbe
Marian Taylor

November 21
Patricia Dickinson

Amanda Meshekey
Cecil Williamson

November 22
Jill Haley

Michael Harper
Linda Keway
Edward Paul
Jon Petoskey

November 23
Cynthia Gilbert
Bruce Kahgee
Allan Kesick

Marian Sedlak

November 24
Mary Kiogima

Mark Kishego II
Colin Reaume

November 25
Anthony Keller

Daniel Praschan
Theresa Shawanesse

Gilbert Young

November 26
Irene Howard

Julia Shananaquet

November 27
William Hoar
Nancy Ortiz
Ann Reed

Jane Schertzing
Mary VanEenoo

November 28
Mary LaFord
Velda Ries

Darlene Rowland

November 29
Charlyne Carss

Gary Miller
Cheryl Seymour

November 30
Joseph Beaver
Mark Kosequat

Barbara Sharkey
Arvella Ten Brink

Merit scholarships are available for students who 
have graduated with a certifi cate or degree for the 
2013-2014 academic year. Students need to submit a 
completed form and a copy of the offi  cial transcript 

showing the degree received by December 1, 2014. 
For more information, contact Jon Anthony, Higher 
Education Student Services Specialist, at 231-242-
1492 or by e-mail at janthony@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

A T T E N T I O N  M I C H E L L E  C H I N G W A  R E C I P I E N T S
Th e deadline for the winter/spring semester 

Michelle Chingwa Education Assistance Scholar-
ship Application is February 15, 2015. Students must 
have a complete fi le, including application, release 
forms, student aid report, previous semester grades 
and current schedule by this date in order to receive 
the scholarship. Late applications will not be accept-
ed.

Also, please remember in order to receive the 
second installment of your Fall award, the Educa-

tion Department needs to receive your Enrollment 
Verifi cation Form aft er your school’s add/drop pe-
riod and before the last day of the semester. Please 
remember faxed Enrollment Verifi cation Forms will 
not be accepted, and it is the student’s responsibility 
to follow up to make sure the form has been received. 

For more information or help with higher edu-
cation, please contact Jon Anthony, Higher Educa-
tion Student Services Specialist, at 231-242-1492 or 
by e-mail at janthony@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

M E R I T  S C H O L A R S H I P  U P D A T E
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By Th eresa Keshick, De-
partment of Commerce Assis-
tant

Th e Department of Com-
merce (DOC) would like to 
remind the tribal membership 
about a few items pertaining to 
the Tax Agreement.  

First of all, I cannot express 
enough how important it is to 
keep your address updated. 

Th e fi rst step in becoming a 
Resident Tribal Member (RTM) 
is to offi  cially change your ad-
dress with the Enrollment De-
partment. Th is must be done in 
writing and as soon as possible. 

Th e DOC cannot and will 
not change the estimated be-
ginning date (EBD) (which is 
always the fi rst in any given 
month) of a member’s tax ex-
empt status (see example be-
low).  

It is YOUR responsibility 
to update your address on fi le 
with the Enrollment Depart-
ment. Th is date will aff ect how 
many months you will be able 

to fi le the Annual Resident 
Tribal Member Sales Tax Credit 
(Tribal Form 4013).  It is to your 
benefi t to be able to fi le for the 
maximum number of months 
for this credit. 

In addition, being an RTM 
will allow you to purchase large 
items such as vehicles, boats, 
motorcycles and off  the road ve-
hicles tax exempt.  

Th ere is a form that needs 
to be fi lled out called a “Request 
for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of 
Exemption), which is available 
in my offi  ce.  Once this form is 
completely fi lled out, I will then 
issue the RTM the actual Tribal 
Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal 
Form 3998). 

If you plan on purchasing 
any of these items, please con-
tact me FIRST, and I will be 
happy to get you the form via 
e-mail or fax. I am also able to 
fax the TCEs to the dealership 
you are doing business with. 

Being an RTM will also 
allow you to be tax exempt on 
utility bills such as phone, cable, 

gas, propane, electricity, satellite 
and cellular service.  If you have 
not fi lled out a Utility Provider 
Survey, please contact the DOC, 
and I will be happy to get one 
to you.  

Also, another important 
thing to remember is if you do 
move into the Tax Agreement 
Area (TAA), your RTM status 
does NOT take eff ect until the 
fi rst day of the following month. 

Example:  I move to Peto-
skey, MI, (inside the TAA) on 
September 5, 2010. My RTM 
(EBD) status begins October 1, 
2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the 
end of the month as possible. 

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is 
viewable on the State of Michi-
gan’s website at:

h t t p : / / t i n y u r l . c o m /
ltbbtaxagr

If you have any other ques-
tions pertaining to the Tax 
Agreement, I can reached at 
my offi  ce at 231-242-1584 or 
via e-mail at tkeshick@ltbboda-
wa-nsn.gov.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Department of Commerce

Resident Tribal Member Tax Information

Cross Village (all)  Readmond (all) 
Friendship (all)  West Traverse (all) 
Little Traverse (all)  City of Harbor Springs (all)
Resort (partial)  Bay (partial)
Hayes (partial)  Bear Creek (all)
City of Petoskey (all)
City of Charlevoix (only NORTH of the bridge)

Resident Tribal Members are exempted from the following Michigan tax-
es:

1. Sales Tax (currently 6% of retail price) via Form 4013 
2. Use Tax (currently 6% of purchase price)
3. Income Tax (4.35% of Adjusted Gross Income)
4. Michigan Business Tax (currently 4.95%)
5. *Motor Fuel Tax (currently, 36.5 cents per gallon unleaded and 32.6 

cents per gallon on diesel)
6. *Tobacco Product Tax (currently $2 per pack of cigarettes)

* All LTBB Tribal Members are entitled to the exemption on fuel and 
tobacco.

*Th e Motor Fuel and Tobacco Product Tax exemption is available at Biin-
digen (tribal convenience store) located at 2169 U.S. 31 North in Petoskey, MI. 

*Th e Motor Fuel Tax exemption is also available at the BP station on the 
south side of Petoskey, MI, near the Big Boy restaurant.

Please note:  Exemption for tobacco and fuel is for LTBB Tribal Members’ 
sole consumption ONLY!

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  TRIBAL MEMBERS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO 
USE THEIR TRIBAL ID SWIPE CARDS FOR PURCHASES OF NON-MEMBERS 
NOR ARE THEY ALLOWED TO LEND THEIR CARDS OUT TO ANYONE.  

Th e current limit on tobacco purchases is four cartons per week per tribal 
citizen age 18 and over. Th e same applies to all other tobacco products (OTP) 
packaged in similar fashion.

A D D R E S S  V E R I F I C A T I O N  F O R M S  D U E  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 4
All minors need to have a 

notarized MINOR ADDRESS 
VERIFICATION FORM com-
pleted annually before OCTO-
BER 31, 2014. Faxed copies are 
not acceptable and will not be 
processed. Th e Address Verifi -
cation form must contain the 
original signature. Forms must 
be mailed to the Enrollment De-
partment at 7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 or 
dropped off  at the aforemen-

tioned address. Th e Enrollment 
Department is located on the fi rst 
fl oor of the LTBB Governmental 
Center in Harbor Springs, MI. If 
you have any questions concern-
ing guardianship or custodial 
issues, please contact the Enroll-
ment Department at 231-242-
1520 or 231-242-1521.

Minors who turn 18 by OC-
TOBER 31, 2014 must complete 
an ADULT ADDRESS VERI-
FICATION FORM. Th is form 

must be returned by OCTOBER 
31, 2014. 

Address verifi cation forms 
can be downloaded at www.ltb-
bodawa-nsn.gov/Departments/
Enrollment/enrollment.htm or 
you may call the Enrollment 
Offi  ce at 231-242-1520 or 231-
242-1521 to have a form mailed 
to you. 
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By Annette VanDeCar, 
Communications Coordinator 

On July 22, 2014 in the 
LTBB Tribal Court in Petoskey, 
MI, Kevin Hesselink took the 
oath of offi  ce as LTBB Special 
Prosecutor/Assistant Prosecu-
tor from Judge Angela Sherigan. 

According to WOS 2012-
014 Amendment to WOS 2011-
006 Tribal Prosecutor, the Spe-
cial Prosecutor, also known as 
the Assistant Prosecutor, shall 
only serve for the limited pur-
pose of handling matters or 
cases that involve a confl ict 

K E V I N  H E S S E L I N K  A P P O I N T E D  L T B B  S P E C I A L  P R O S E C U T O R / A S S I S T A N T 
P R O S E C U T O R

“Hesselink” continued on page 6.

• Age categories are 3-7 and 8-12.
• Limit one submission per child.
• All entries must be the original size.
• Open to LTBB Community Citizens.
• Entries can only be submitted by snail mail 

or dropped off  at the LTBB Governmental Center, 
7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, MI 49740. No 
exceptions!

• All mailed entries must be postmarked by 
December 1, 2014. No exceptions!

Submissions judged by Communications/Odawa 
Trails staff  with three winners being selected in each 
age category. Each winner will receive a prize!

Crayons ✳ Markers ✳ Paint ✳ Stickers
Colored Pencils ✳ Glitter ✳ You choose!

Christmas Snow Globe
Coloring Contest Rules
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Aanii. My name is Celestine “Nagamowin-Bine-
shii” Petoskey. I grew up in Harbor Springs, MI, and 
graduated from Harbor Springs High School. 

I earned a Business & Offi  ce Technology Cer-
tifi cate from Bay Mills Community College through 
LTBB’s WOCTEP in May 2007. I attended Central 
Michigan University online and graduated Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor of Science in Community 
Development and a concentration in Public Admin-
istration in May 2013. 

I applied for the Tribal Prosecutor Offi  ce Man-
ager position because I was looking for a change of 
pace. I had been working from home in online tran-
scription and proofreading since 2009, and I knew 
working for the tribe would give my family a chance 
to move closer to the community and to be more in-
volved. Another draw to the position was it encour-
aged growth in education, and I love learning and 
plan on furthering my own education aft er some 
time of settling in to this new position. 

My husband, Will, and I met 10 years ago while 
working at LTBB-owned Biindigen Gas Station and 
Convenience Store in Petoskey, MI, and we have 
now been married for eight years. We have two fan-
tastic children, a seven-year-old daughter, Olivia, 
and a fi ve-year-old son, William. My husband and 
I homeschool our children to fuel their personal in-
terests, and we currently reside in Cheboygan, MI. 

Before our recent move, I volunteered as a lead-
er for the past two years with my daughter’s Girl 
Scout troop in Rogers City, MI. I love anything to do 
with baking, and I enjoy sewing, writing and read-
ing.  I also enjoy storytelling and making arts and 
cr aft s with my children.

Courtesy photo. 

M E E T  T R I B A L  P R O S E C U T O R  O F F I C E  M A N A G E R  C E L E S T I N E  P E T O S K E Y

of interest for the Prosecutor or a vacancy in the 
Prosecutor position occurs during the two-year 
appointment. 

Th e Special Prosecutor/Assistant Prosecutor 
is nominated by the Executive and appointed by 
Tribal Council. Aft er being nominated by the Ex-
ecutive, Tribal Council appointed Hesselink by a 
6-2-0-1 (yes, no, abstain, absent) vote at the July 20, 
2014 Tribal Council meeting.    

Hesselink is an attorney at Patrick, Kwiatkow-
ski & Hesselink, PLLC, Attorneys at Law, which 
has offi  ces in Cheboygan, MI, and Gaylord, MI. 
He graduated from Rudyard High School as the 
Valedictorian, Magna Cum Laude from Northern 

Michigan University with a Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice degree and Cum Laude from 
Th omas M. Cooley Law School with a Juris Doctor 
degree. He has 18 years of experience in the prose-
cution of criminal cases, including 10 years as the 
elected Prosecutor in Otsego County, MI, 1994-
2004. 

He is also an Adjunct Professor at Kirkland 
Community College where he teaches Criminal 
Law and Procedure at the police academy and legal 
update classes to in-service offi  cers. 

Pictured left  to right in the courtesy photo are 
Kevin Hesselink, Judge Angela Sherigan and LTBB 
Tribal Prosecutor Matt Lesky. 

“Hesselink” continued from page 7.
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Submitted by Arlene Naganashe, Healthy Heart Case Man-
ager

My Healthy Heart champion story this month is from two 
walkers. Th e walkers have reported they regularly walk in the 
evening. Th ey measure distance by time, so many minutes out, 
then, that’s how many minutes it will take to return to the start of 
their journey. Th ey have noticed a positive impact on their glyce-
mic control. Actually, they have noticed a 200-point drop in one 
of walker’s random blood readings. Th ese two are real champi-
ons and have made a positive choice to impact their well-being. 
Go c hampions!

Graphic by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist Wendy Congdon. 

C H A M P I O N S  O F  T H E  H E A R T :  H E A L T H Y  H E A R T  S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

No show, no call is defi ned as not going to 
your medical/dental appointment without at least a 
24-hour notice. Th ere are a certain number of no 
shows, no calls in any medical offi  ce. Providers are 
always working to reduce or eliminate no shows due 
to the fact there is usually a wait for appointments 
that are not urgent or emergency. Unfortunately, we 
have a large number of no shows without proper no-

tifi cation in our tribal health center. We realize there 
may be situations where notifi cation is not possi-
ble, hospitalization for example, but for the most 
part, patients should be responsible for notifying us 
in the event they cannot make their appointment. 
Most medical practices will charge up to $75 if you 
fail to show without a 24-hour notice. However, a 
better approach would seem to be that our commu-
nity would be respectful and appreciative of others 
who may be waiting for an appointment and pro-
vide proper notifi cation. Th is will allow for more ef-
fi cient scheduling since cancelled appointments can 
then be given to another patient. We will continue 
to provide same day service for urgent or emergen-
cy appointments whenever possible. I hope this fall 
fi nds you well, and remember to get your fl u shot. 
Miigwetch.

Sincerely,
Terry J. Samuels M.D.
Medical Director
Photo by Sean Miller. 

P L E A S E  B E  C O U R T E O U S  A N D  P R O V I D E  2 4 - H O U R  N O T I C E  W H E N  Y O U 
C A N ’ T  M A K E  Y O U R  M E D I C A L / D E N T A L   A P P O I N T M E N T

Th irty-four people partici-
pated on the LTBB team for the 
2014 Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan Tribe to Tribe Com-
munity Challenge. 

LTBB fi nished eighth with 
an average of 144.15 miles per 

participant with the Huron Pot-
tawatomi tribe fi nishing fi rst 
with a team of 40 with an average 
of 340.55 miles per participant. 
LTBB received a check for $800 
at the Michigan Indian Family 
Olympics on July 18, 2014 for 
fi nishing eighth. 

Twenty-four of the LTBB 
team members recently re-
ceived individual incentive 
awards such as reusable, Moth-
er Earth-friendly canvas market 
totes, car ice scrapers, hot/cold 
packs for lunches, coolers, etc. 
and mobile fi rst aid kits. 

Among those receiving in-
dividual incentive awards were 
Cathy Bradley, Regina Bruback-

er-Carver, Debra Janney, Noah 
Jansen, Amanda Swiss, Dawn 
Parkey, Rene Jarman, Gerald 
Keller, Cheryl Kishigo-Lesky, 
Rochelle Ettawageshik, Charles 
Jarman, Julie Kauppila, Michael 
Naganashe, Frank Ettawageshik, 
Brenda Schoolcraft , Janet Saga-
taw, Karen Boda, Vicki Kelley, 
Tina Shawano, Susan Swadling, 
Kevin Cranick, Chris Peariso, 
Candace Worthington and Deb-
ra Smithkey-Browne.   

Both Bradley and Bruback-
er-Carver fi nished in the top 
10% among Community Chal-
lenge participants.

Great job everyone!
Courtesy graphic. 

2 0 1 4  B L U E  C R O S S  B L U E  S H I E L D  O F  M I C H I G A N  T R I B E  T O  T R I B E 
C O M M U N I T Y  C H A L L E N G E
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When talking about where 
someone or something is at, we 
use diff erent words, depending 
on the gender of the object. Gen-
der in this case means whether it 
is an animate object or an inan-
imate object. Th ere are actually 
three categories when speaking 
about the location of objects:

Animate 1 (with a heart-
beat) includes animate objects 
with a heartbeat, so it would in-
clude people and animals. (Th is 
is the type we put in last month’s 
newsletter.)

Animate 2 (without a heart-
beat) includes objects or things 
spoken about as being animate, 
but do not have a heartbeat or 
are not considered alive as in the 
sense of a person or animal. Th is 
includes things such as feather, 
car, clock, pencil, scarf, gloves or 
mittens. (Th is is the type we put 
in this month’s newsletter.)

Inanimate includes all other 
things not in one of the animate 
categories. (Th is is the type we 
will put in next month’s newslet-
ter.)

L O C A T I O N S  O F  O B J E C T S
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Aanii.
My fellow citizens, it has been a very reward-

ing and satisfying past month. During September to 
mid-October as I write this, there are several posi-
tive things to report on and to keep our tribal nation 
informed.

Th e governmental staff , working in conjunction 
with the Odawa Casino in Petoskey, MI, have been 
diligently doing their best to get hotel furniture dis-
tributed to the elders and those in need within our 
community, both local and statewide. Th is has been 
progressing for several months, and we wholeheart-
edly thank the Odawa Casino for the furniture that 
was donated and for covering the costs related to the 
storage. Many, many staff  are to be given kudos for 
their eff orts, LTBB employees in the USDA Com-
modities Program for storing and helping to load 
and deliver furniture; Elders Department Manager 
Rachel Dugal for personally contacting elders out-
side of the immediate area and arranging for delivery 
to Grand Rapids, MI, Lansing, MI, and Escanaba, 
MI; thanks to the Department of Human Services 
staff  for contacting tribal citizens they have worked 
with and know to be in need of furniture items; and 
employees from various other departments also 
helped. It was great to see such a collaborative and 
willing response from everyone involved to help get 
this done. Th is is the fi rst time that a coordinated ef-
fort had ever been made to reach out and extend the 
initial off er of free furniture to all elders and those in 
need (local and statewide) beyond just opening the 
doors on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. Th is eff ort 
was pulled together by Interim Tribal Administra-
tor Denise Petoskey who came up with a viable plan 
to disburse the remaining furniture. It was such a 
community-wide eff ort. A special Chi Megwetch to 
all involved.

September 20, 2014 was the 20th Anniversary 
of our Reaffi  rmation. It has been 20 years since the 
U.S. Government reaffi  rmed what we as Odawa have 
always known, we are Odawa and a Nation. Th e bat-
tle for reaffi  rmation started 150-plus years ago, and 
many Great Grandfathers, Great Grandmothers and 
many others over the years were involved in the pro-
cess. Chi Megwetch to them for having the desire, 
the vision, the commitment and the fortitude to car-
ry this out – without you, we certainly would not 
be where we are today! Locally, we celebrated “Our” 
Day with a parade and a great fun-fi lled family at-
mosphere and good food. Kudos to all who planned 
and volunteered their time to make this day a great 
event even under threat of rain.

On September 24, 2014, the Chairman was 
able to attend a presentation put on by Essence of 
Emmet County, which is a group dedicated to the 
preservation of the local history and its far reaching 
eff ects. Representing the LTBB was the Director of 
Archives, Records and Repatriation Department, 
Eric Hemenway, former LTBB Chairman Frank Et-
tawageshik and Historian James McClurken. It was 
very well attended by both tribal and non-tribal par-
ticipants, and much was learned. Local historians 
were recognized for their service. Th e LTBB Tribal 
Citizens can be truly proud of their contributions to 
this area as history has shown.

On September 30, 2014, the Chairman had a 
meeting with the Director of FLOW (For Th e Love 
of Water), Liz Kirkwood. We talked of her concern 
for the waters here in our beautiful homeland, in-
cluding her opposition to fracking. Her organiza-
tion and our tribal beliefs are very comparable. It 
was a very productive meeting.

On October 6, 2014, the Executive was in-
formed we had been awarded a competitive grant 
in the amount of $482,985 to establish a museum 
with proper climate-controlled storage. LTBB has 
discussed the need to establish this for many years, 
but through the hard work and great collaboration 
of the grant writers, Julie Kauppila and Amber Holt, 
Planner Bryan Gillett, and Eric Hemenway, Direc-
tor of Archives, Records, and Repatriation, defi nite 
progress has been made. Th e grant application was 
successful. Upon assuming the Chairman’s Offi  ce 14 
months ago, I became acutely aware of all the orig-
inal historic documents that were in our archives 
and records fi les. I also noted that we did not have 
a proper fi reproof and climate-controlled environ-
ment to protect these items. Th e more I looked into 
this and discussed this in depth with Eric, the more 
I became extremely concerned for the preservation 
of these documents and cultural items. Documents 
that supported our long journey to reaffi  rmation, 
documents and cultural items/artifacts that speak to 
who we are and where we come from, documents 
and artifacts that could never be replaced if anything 
were to happen to them. Th is was not even close to 
acceptable, so I contacted Eric, Julie, Amber and 
Bryan and advised them that there was a vision that, 
as identifi ed in an old master plan, was designated 
for a museum, so let’s make it happen. Th ey took 
up the challenge and delivered on it! As your Chair-
man, it is my privilege to extend a Chi Megwetch on 
behalf of all LTBB citizens to Eric, Julie, Amber and 
Bryan for all their hard work in making this hap-
pen! It will be an added cultural component that has 
been missing for way too long. Th e Executive will be 
pleased to keep you informed on this exciting new 
project as it progresses.

 As we observe the National Day of Remem-
brance for our Veterans (Ogitchidaas), let’s remem-
ber all of our veterans and their sacrifi ce and service 
to this great country of ours. My father, who was a 
WWII veteran of the U.S. Army and Air Force, re-
cently walked on (September 11, 2014) surrounded 
by family at home. He taught me many things in life, 
truth, respect, honor and was integral in my deci-
sion to make a career of the U.S. Marine Corps, and 
subsequently retiring aft er 22-plus years. So, as we 
remember those who have walked on and those who 
walk with us, greet them with a smile and nod of 
acknowledgement. My father and I participated in 
pow wows and parades with our fellow veterans. He 
is surely missed, as I know and feel for all of our trib-
al veterans and families missing their loved ones. So, 
let’s ponder words of wisdom from a warrior from 
another time…

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who 
points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the 
doer of deeds could have done them better. Th e cred-
it belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, 
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short 
again and again, because there is no eff ort without er-
ror and shortcomings; but who does actually strive to 
do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions; who spends himself worthy in a cause; 
who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high 
achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least 
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never 
be with those cold and timid souls who neither know 
victory nor defeat.”—Th eodore Roosevelt

Chi Megwetch & Semper Fi.

H I S T O R I C A L  G R O U P  C O M M E M O R A T E S  T R I B A L  A N N I V E R S A R Y
Submitted by the Executive Offi  ce

On September 24, 2014, the Essence of Emmet 
historical group and Emmet County collaborated to 
host a special event commemorating the 20th an-
niversary of the reaffi  rmation of the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians as a federally recog-

nized Indian tribe. Th e program was a historical 
lecture and discussion entitled: “158 Years of Perse-
verance: Th e Story of the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians.”  

Th e event was held at the Emmet County Fair-
grounds Community Building in Petoskey, MI. 

“Tribal Anniversary” continued on page 12.

3 in 10 teen girls in the U.S. will get pregnant at least once 
before the age of 20?  

During 2011, there were almost 11,000 teen births in Michigan 
between the ages of 15-19, and 112 births to girls under the 
age of 12! That means our kids are having kids too soon! 
Most teens must raise their child alone and with little income. 
These statistics are present despite the ½ credit requirement 
for sex education in the schools. 

The most recent high school surveys have reported at least 
47% of students have had sex.

Unfortunately, 1 in 3 adolescents in the U.S. will be the victim 
of physical, sexual, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating 
partner. T his is higher than any other type of youth violence. 

What can we do in our community to change these statistics?

Our tribal Health Department offers education and mentoring 
on healthy relationships, proud choices, self-esteem and 
the prevention of teen pregnancy, HIV and STD’s. There is 
also a lesson on the importance of continuing education and 
applying for college.  

PARENTS:  We encourage you to discuss this opportunity 
with your kids and to consider an appointment. We have 
many ways in which they can learn this material either on an 
individual basis, with a few close friends or in small groups. 
The setting in which the learning takes place can be creative 
and combined with traditional teachings.

Enrollment has incentives!! Please inquire by calling tribal 
health: Trista Paone at 231-838-5761 or Cathy Gibson at 
231-242-1601.  Ask about the Tribal Personal Responsibility 
Education Program or TPREP!

Did you know...
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More than 100 Emmet County community mem-
bers attended the program. Participants enjoyed re-
freshments, including corn soup made by Archives 
and Records Archivist Jessica Dominic. Speakers 
included Tribal Elder Arlene Naganashe, Former 
Tribal Chairman Frank Ettawageshik, Professor 
James McClurken and LTBB Archives and Records 
Director Eric Hemenway.  

Eric Hemenway helped to coordinate the pro-
gram and introduced the panel members. Arlene Na-
ganashe described her life prior to the Tribe’s reaffi  r-
mation. She recalled that when she was young, there 
was no help available to attend college because when 
she fi led her application, the BIA told her she was 
“not an Indian.” She refl ected on the fact that when 
she was in her 40s, she was able to attend college and 
obtain her Nursing degree because “by then, she was 
an Indian.” Frank Ettawageshik recounted travel sto-
ries from the days before reaffi  rmation, noting that 
several LTBB tribal members would travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. in a van with food packed in coolers, 
and then, rent just one hotel room, shared by the 
entire group. Jim McClurken discussed the research 
and historical information compiled in his book 
“Th e Way It Happened,” and how the book was help-
ful in LTBB’s campaign for reaffi  rmation. All the 

speakers brought a unique perspective and insight 
into this historic occurrence. LTBB Odawa, along 
with Little River Band of Ottawa Indians and the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians (all of whom 
were on the same bill) were the fi rst and only tribes 
to have gone through the reaffi  rmation process. 

Th e program covered not only the struggle to 
obtain federal acknowledgement, but also the tre-
mendous progress made in the 20 years since Pres-
ident Bill Clinton signed Public Law 103-324 into 
law. Th e reaffi  rmation bill was the culmination of 
a journey that began during the Washington, D.C. 
Treaty of 1836 on to the Detroit treaty of 1855, un-
til the federal government’s policy to halt all federal 
obligations to the tribe in 1889 and ending in 1994. 
Important leaders such as Augustin Hamlin, Jr, Mar-
garet Boyd and others were discussed. Margaret’s 
trip to Washington, calling on the federal govern-
ment to live up to the promises made in the Treaties 
of 1836 and 1855, was told, giving vivid detail to the 
commitment the Odawa made at improving their 
conditions. Many other Odawa citizens followed in 
her footsteps over the years, working tirelessly to re-
mind the federal government that we were still here, 
and fi ghting for our survival as a Tribe.

Th e Essence of Emmet is a local, grassroots 
group that works to promote our region’s histo-
ry. Essence of Emmet includes the Emmet County 
Historical Commission, Great Lakes Lighthouse 
Keepers Association, Harbor Springs Area Histori-
cal Society, Headlands International Dark Sky Park, 
Inland Water Route Historical Society, Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, Little Traverse 
Historical Society, Mackinac State Historic Parks, 
Mackinaw Area Historical Society, Emmet County 
and the Pellston Historical Society. Th e group has 
produced the Essence of Emmet history magazine. 
More information about the Essence of Emmet 
group is available on the county’s website:   www.
emmetcounty.org.

Courtesy photo.  

“Tribal Anniversary” continued from page 11.

By Annette VanDeCar, Communications Co-
ordinator 

On September 12, 2014 in the LTBB Tribal 
Court in Petoskey, MI, William I. Denemy took 
the oath of offi  ce as an LTBB Appellate Justice from 
LTBB Chief Judge Allie Greenleaf Maldonado.

Denemy, an LTBB Tribal Citizen, was appoint-
ed to a six-year term ending on September 11, 2020.

According to the LTBB Constitution, a person 
is eligible to serve as the Chief Justice of the LTBB 
Tribal Appellate Court or as an Associate Justice 
only if he/she has attained the age of 30 years; is 
at least ¼ North American Indian, other than the 
Chief Justice who is required to be an attorney, 
where being Indian is preferred but not mandato-
ry; is not an LTBB Tribal Council member or the 
LTBB Chairperson or LTBB Vice Chairperson; and 
no person shall serve as an LTBB Appellate Court 
Justice within 10 years of completion of a sentence 

or probation upon being convicted of a felony un-
less such conviction has been vacated or overturned.  

Th e judges of the LTBB Tribal Court and the 
LTBB Tribal Appellate Court are nominated by the 
Executive and appointed by the LTBB Tribal Coun-
cil by an affi  rmative vote of six of nine members of 
Tribal Council. Aft er being nominated by the Exec-
utive, the LTBB Tribal Council appointed Denemy 
by an 8-0-1-0 vote (yes, no, abstain, absent) at the 
September 11, 2014 LTBB Tribal Council meeting.   

Denemy served as LTBB Vice Chairperson 
from 2005-2009, as President of the Michigan Indi-
an Elders Association (MIEA) from October 2012 
to October 2014, as the Vice President of MIEA 
from October 2010 to October 2012, on the LTBB 
Gaming Administration and worked for the LTBB 
Tribal Court as the Cultural Resource Advisor for 
two years. He worked 33 years for the Michigan 
State Police before his retirement, last working as 
the Assistant Division Commander in the Lansing, 
MI, headquarters. He was on the fi rst Michigan 
State Police diving crew. He served as the President 
of the Michigan State Employees Association and as 
the State President of the Michigan Association of 
Governmental Employees. 

He is very active in the LTBB tribal community, 
attending tribal events, Elders Luncheons and LTBB 
Elders Association meetings and assisting at trib-
al events. He has played on the LTBB Duff ers Golf 
League for several years.

He volunteers at the Friendship Centers of Em-
met County in Petoskey, MI, the Salvation Army in 
Petoskey, MI, the Little Traverse Conservancy in Pe-
toskey, MI, and the Petoskey Regional Chamber of 
Commerce’s Festival by the Bay event held annually 
every August in Petoskey, MI.

He and his wife, Pat, have been married for 
more than 60 years, they have fi ve children, William 
A. Denemy, Judy, Joan, Brian and Terri, and three 
grandchildren, Michael, Justin and Joey. All of his 
children are LTBB Tribal Citizens. 

Pictured left  to right in the courtesy photo are 
LTBB Chief Judge Allie Greenleaf Maldonado and 
LTBB Appellate Justice William I. Denemy. 

W I L L I A M  I .  D E N E M Y  A P P O I N T E D  L T B B  A P P E L L A T E  J U S T I C E
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E N E R G Y  C O N S E R V A T I O N  K I T S
The LTBB Department of Human Services 

has energy conservation kits available to assist 
clients with the rising costs of energy.   

Eligibility guidelines:
Be an enrolled citizen of LTBB (this includes 

parents whose children are enrolled LTBB tribal 
citizens)

Have a physical address
Limit one benefit per household
Be able to provide proof they or one of their 

dependents participates in one of the following 
programs:

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP)

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
Low Income Energy Assistance (LIEAP)
Section 8 Federal Public Housing Assistance
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF)
National School Lunch Program (NSL)
Medicaid
Food Distribution Program in Indian reser-

vations
Bureau of Indian Affairs general assistance
Head Start
Community Services Block Grant
LTBB Family Preservation Services

 Kits include the following:
Compact fluorescent light bulb, environmen-

tally friendly, has long life and great energy sav-
ings

LED Sensor Nightlight, brighter, lasts longer 
and uses less energy

Switch and outlet gaskets, help insulate and 
seal out drafts

Swivel refrigerator/freezer thermometer, dis-
plays temp for ideal temp setting

Furnace filter whistle, creates a sound if filter 
becomes 50% clogged

30’ of rope caulk, weather sealing product to 
seal out drafts

Adhesive rope tape, used to seal out drafts
Showerhead, includes internal pressure com-

pensator for more efficiency and reducing water 
consumption

Bubble spray bathroom aerator, allowing wa-
ter pressure to be constant but forceful, reducing 
water consumption

Swivel kitchen faucet aerator, 2.0 gpm flow 
and pressure compensator

Toilet tank bubble bank, save 80 oz. of water 
per flush

For more information, contact the Human 
Services Department at 231-242-1620.

Submitted by Gregory G. 
Justis, Domestic Violence Court 
Coordinator

Th e Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians has 
received a federal grant from 
the Offi  ce of Violence Against 
Women (OVW) to institute 
a specialized court to oversee 
cases involving domestic vio-
lence in the tribal community.  
Experts working with the LTBB 
Domestic Violence Court will 

focus on the needs of victims 
and their families as well as of-
fender responsibility and super-
vision.   

Domestic violence has been 
a hot-button topic in recent 
weeks aft er the video footage 
of NFL star Ray Rice assaulting 
then-girlfriend Janay Palmer 
was released by celebrity news 
site TMZ.  

According to the Depart-
ment of Justice, Native Ameri-
can women are more oft en vic-
tims of domestic abuse than any 
other minority group.  

“Violence against women is 
not only unacceptable, it’s off en-
sive to a culture that has histor-
ically valued the sacredness and 
role of women in the commu-
nity,” Domestic Violence Court 
Coordinator Gregory Justis 
said. “Equality and respect are 
traditional. Preventing domes-
tic violence requires more than 
enforcing the letter of our laws 

– it requires a community rais-
ing its voice and responding to-
gether.”

With the help of the OVW 
grant, tribal authorities have 
formed a Domestic Violence 
Response Team with staff  and 
advisors trained in law, victim 
services, mental health and 
substance abuse. Th e team will 
respond to domestic violence 
cases and provide education to 
the public.

“We’re so fortunate to have 
an outstanding group of profes-
sionals working on the project,” 
Justis said. “Having a strong 
support network promotes fair-
ness, consistency and justice not 
just for domestic violence vic-
tims, but for off enders and the 
LTBB community.”

Th e specialized Domestic 
Violence Court is expected to 
be in place by the beginning of 
2015.

Courtesy graphic. 

L T B B  T R I B A L  C O U R T  T O  E S T A B L I S H  S P E C I A L I Z E D  D O M E S T I C 
V I O L E N C E  C O U R T
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Joey Gasco caught an approximately 20-pound salmon in Wycamp 
Lake on October 12, 2014.

With the leaves changing color and falling and 
the temperatures dipping, it’s tempting to curl up on 
the couch and be entertained in the warmth of your 
home. 

Two Oneida legends came to life in animation 
with the release of Raccoon & Crawfi sh: An Oneida 
Legend and My Home: An Oneida Legend in 2013 
and 2014 respectively.

Th e fi lm/book combos are intended for grade 
school children. 

Raccoon & Crawfi sh: An Oneida Legend is a 
3D-animated story based on an oral tradition of the 
Oneida Indian Nation in Wisconsin. Told with great 

eff ect, this is the story of a fateful meeting between 
a crawfi sh and his mortal adversary, a hungry rac-
coon. 

My Home: An Oneida Legend is the story of a 
persistent and self-indulgent beaver who is not a 
very good neighbor. Th at is, until he meets a preco-
cious no-nonsense turtle. Eli, a young Oneida boy 
on his fi rst fi shing trip, listens to his grandfather re-
call the story. 

Both can be purchased from Vision Maker Me-
dia at  http://visionmaker.semkhor.com/page.asp?-
content_id=18974 for $24.95 each. 

Courtesy photos. 

F I L M / B O O K  C O M B O S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  T E L L  T R A D I T I O N A L  O N E I D A  L E G E N D S

2 0 1 4  L T B B  D U F F E R S  G O L F  L E A G U E

First Place
Pictured from left  to right are Dave Dominic 
and Vince Cook. Photo by Marty VanDeCar.

Tied for Second Place 
Pictured from left  to right are John Harrington, Will Laugh-
lin, Dennis Shananaquet and Mike Sutton. Th e teams are 
John Harrington and Mike Sutton and Will Laughlin and 
Dennis Shananaquet. Photo by Marty VanDeCar.
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

September 11, 2014

Closed Session: Yes
Call to Order: 9:00 a.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Bill A. 

Denemy
Council Present: Legislative 

Leader Regina Gasco Bentley, Sec-
retary Julia Shananaquet, Treasurer 
Marcella Reyes, Councilor Bill A. 
Denemy, Councilor John Keshick 
III, Councilor Beatrice A. Law, 
Councilor Michael Naganashe, 
Councilor Aaron Otto, 

Absent:  Councilor Winnay 
Wemigwase

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick, Treasury Director Michael 
Garrow, Enjinaaknegeng General 
Counsel James Bransky, Legislative 
Offi  ce Manager Michele LaCount, 
Legislative Offi  ce Administrative 
Assistant Tamara Kiogima 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  
Present: Vice Chairman Deb De-
Leon, Tribal Administrator Albert 
Colby, CFO Carrie Carlson

Public: Patrick Wemigwase
Invited Guests: 
9:06 a.m.  Councilor Winnay 

Wemigwase arrives
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to adopt the agenda of Sep-
tember 11, 2014, as amended.  

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary 

Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to approve 
the minutes of August 21, 2014 as 
presented.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
9:14 a.m.: Elder comments – 

No comments at this time 
Executive Updates 
Discussion Items:  Housing 

Commission, Local Meet and Greet 
Scheduled for September 11, 2014.  
Veteran’s Memorial, Condition of 
Monroe Street Property, Confi den-
tiality Issues with the Health Clin-
ic Set up, Recommendation Letter 
submitted from Executive in sup-
port of BDO for Audit.  

Motion made by Councilor 
Law and supported by Councilor 
Otto to acknowledge the verbal re-
port of the Executive Department 
including the Housing Commission 
Report as presented on September 
11, 2014.    

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Legislative Leader Report 
Discussion Items:  Ethics Points 

Hotline and system discrepancies, 
Native American Women Domes-
tic Violence Day, Special Prosecutor 
Contract, Personnel Issues, Election 
Board  915 Emmet Street Issues and 
2015 Budget, 

Motion made by Secretary 
Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Law to accept Legislative 
Leader Gasco Bentley’s verbal report 
as presented on September 11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Secretary Report
Th e following Tribal Council 

approved/adopted documents were 
delivered to the Executive which re-
quire Chairman’s approval and sig-

nature:  None to report  
Vetoes: None to Re-

port. 
Phone Polls:  None to Report.
Motion made by Councilor 

Wemigwase and supported by Trea-
surer Reyes to accept Secretary Sha-
nanaquet’s verbal report as present-
ed on September 11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent Motion carried.

Treasurer Report
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Coun-
cilor Wemigwase to accept Treasur-
er Reyes’ verbal report as presented 
on September 11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Travel Reports 
Councilor Law forwarded an 

e-mail regarding request for NCAI 
sponsorship.  

Motion made by Secretary 
Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to accept 
the verbal report of Councilor Law 
regarding request for NCAI spon-
sorship.   

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Law to accept the fol-
lowing verbal report of Legislative 
Leader Gasco Bentley regarding at-
tendance at MAST, Treasurer Reyes 
and Councilor Keshick verbal report 
regarding attendance to the Oneida 
Nation in Wisconsin.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
10:02 a.m.  Break
10:16 a.m.  Resume
Tribal Council Committee Re-

ports:
Gaming Authority Committee
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to accept the verbal report 
of the Gaming Authority Commit-
tee as presented by Councilor Otto, 
Committee Chairman and to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Odawa Ca-
sino Resort 2014 July Report.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Agriculture Assessment Work 

Group 
Motion made by Council-

or Naganashe and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to accept the 
verbal report of the Agriculture As-
sessment Work Group as presented 
by Councilor Keshick, Committee 
Chairman. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent Motion carried.

Land and Reservation Com-
mittee – No meeting to report

Discussion items:  September 
30, 2014 Th ree Tribe Land and Res-
ervation Meeting to be held at Oda-
wa Casino Resort.

Motion made by Councilor 
Keshick and supported by Treasur-
er Reyes to accept the verbal report 
of the Land and Reservation Com-
mittee as presented by Legislative 
Leader Gasco Bentley, Committee 
Chairperson. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Legal Legislative Committee 
Motion made by Councilor 

Keshick and supported by Council-
or Naganashe to accept the verbal 
report of the Legal Legislative Com-
mittee as presented by Legislative 
Leader Gasco Bentley, Committee 
Chairperson. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Ethics Committee 
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept the verbal 
report of the Ethics Committee as 
presented by Councilor Otto, Com-
mittee Chairman. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
10:57 a.m.  Break
11:08 a.m.  Resume
Legislative Offi  ce Reports:
Treasury Director Report
Motion made by Councilor 

Denemy and supported by Council-
or Wemigwase to recommend that 
Executive return to weekly payroll 
and request a Tribal Resolution re-
questing supplemental funding for 
necessary additional staff  and costs.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Naganashe to accept Treasury Di-

rector Garrow’s verbal and written 
report as presented on September 
11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Legislative Services Attorney 

Report
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Trea-
surer Reyes to accept Legislative 
Services Attorney Budnick’s verbal 
and written report as presented on 
September 11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
11:46 a.m.  Public Comment 

opens
• Andrew Stich commented 

on Tribal Council’s ability to cre-
ate laws and what prevents Tribal 
Council from creating certain busi-
nesses that generate money (i.e. 
Brothel and Hemp Farm).  Mr. Stich 
inquired into the status of an inves-
tigation that was mentioned at an 
earlier meeting. 

11:54 a.m.  Public Comment 
closed

Enjinaaknegeng 
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Council-

or Wemigwase to accept General 
Counsel Bransky’s verbal and writ-
ten report as presented on Septem-
ber 11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary 

Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to authorize 
Enjinaaknegeng to provide the in-
formation requested in the letter of 
August 22, 2014 regarding the Ra-
mah class action settlement.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Council-
or Law to authorize Enjinaaknegeng 
and OEDMI to utilize the services of 
attorney Tim Kincaid of Fredericks 
Peebles Morgan, LLP in connection 
with review and negotiation of eco-
nomic development agreements.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary 

Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to approve 
Certifi ed Motion,   Limited Sover-
eign Immunity Waivers in Odawa 
Casino Resort Contracts

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
12:07 p.m.  Lunch Break
1:30 p.m.    Meeting Resumes
Legislative Offi  ce Manager
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Legislative 
Offi  ce Manager LaCount’s verbal 
and written report as presented on 
September 11, 2014.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Action Items
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Keshick to acknowledge receipt of 
the letter of interest for re-assign-
ment from Mary Gasco to the Tribal 
Traditional Burial Board with no in-
terview required. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 1-No (Councilor 
Otto), 0-Abstained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Moment of Silence in honor of 

Tribal Elder Augustine Kiogima.
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to re-assign Mary Gas-
co to the Tribal Traditional Burial 
Board for a four year term ending 
September 2018.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to pass Legislative Branch 
Travel Policy.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Trea-
surer Reyes to appoint William I. 
Denemy to Appellate Justice for a 
six (6) year term ending September 
11, 2020.  

Roll call: Councilor Dene-
my-abstain, Councilor Keshick-yes, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor Na-
ganashe-yes, Councilor Otto-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Trea-
surer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley-yes Motion carried.

Motion made by Council-
or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe

to approve Enrollment List A 

dated August 21, 2014 - Eligible for 
a total of 8.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to approve Enrollment List B 
dated August 21, 2014 - Declination 
Ineligible for a total of 3.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Coun-
cilor Naganashe to allow hunting 
under the administration and man-
agement of the Natural Resource 
Department on the Ziibimijwang 
Farm and limits hunting to the East 
side of the Stream until Oct 1, 2014 
wherein all of the property may be 
used for hunting during the Tribal 
hunting season for M’didaa-Ewee-
si’ek (White Tail Deer, Black Bear, 
Elk).

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Keshick to acknowledge 
receipt of the Election Board, Enji-
naaknegeng, Prosecutor and Tribal 
Court Budgets. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Coun-
cilor Denemy to Appoint Councilor 
Keshick as Interim Ethics Commit-
tee Member. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstained 
(Councilor Naganashe), 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Naganashe and supported by Coun-
cilor Wemigwase to approve travel 
for Counselor Keshick to attend the 
Specialty Grain Training Event, No-
vember 3-5, 2014, in Champagne, 
IL.            

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Otto to approve travel for 
Counselor Keshick to attend the Cli-
mate Change Summit, in Keshena, 
WI on October 15-17, 2014.            

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Council-
or Keshick to approve the Legislative 
Offi  ce Utilization of Community 
Services Workers Policy.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Keshick to approve Cer-
tifi ed Motion 091114-01 Funding 
from the United States Department 
of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs (BIA) FY 2014 One Time Only 
Year-End Funds.

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Keshick to approve Certifi ed Mo-
tion 091114-02 Funding from the 
U.S. Department of the Interior Bu-
reau of Indian Aff airs Indian Reser-
vations Roads Tribal Transportation 
Program.  

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Treasurer 

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

November 4 Work Session
November 6 Council Meeting
November 18 Work Session
November 20 Council Meeting

December 9 Work Session
December 11 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Regina Gasco-Bentley, Legislative 
Leader
Julie Shananaquet, Secretary
Marci Reyes, Treasurer
Aaron Wayne Otto, Councilor
John Keshick III, Councilor
Bill A. Denemy, Councilor
Winnay Wemigwase, Councilor
Mike Naganashe, Councilor
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor

“Minutes” continued on page 18.
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Reyes and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to pass the Waganakis-
ing Odawak Statute Naawchiigedaa 
Tort Claims.  

Roll call: Councilor Dene-
my-yes, Councilor Keshick-yes, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor Na-
ganashe-yes, Councilor Otto-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Trea-
surer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley-yes Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Law and supported by Council-
or Keshick to pass Waganakising 
Odawak Statute Tribal Historic 
Preservation Offi  ce Protection and 
Management of Archaeological, 
Historical and Cultural Properties 
and Cultural Resources.

Roll call: Councilor Dene-
my-yes, Councilor Keshick-yes, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor Na-
ganashe-yes, Councilor Otto-no, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Trea-
surer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley-yes Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Keshick and supported by Council-
or Wemigwase to pass Waganakis-
ing Odawak Contracts Statute.

Roll call: Councilor Dene-
my-yes, Councilor Keshick-yes, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor Na-
ganashe-yes, Councilor Otto-yes, 
Councilor Wemigwase-yes, Trea-
surer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley-yes

Motion carried.
Other Items:
2:27 p.m. Break
2:38 p.m.  Resume 
2:39 p.m.  Motion made by 

Councilor Wemigwase and support-
ed by Councilor Keshick to go into 
closed session for Signifi cant Priva-
cy Concern.

Vote:  7-Yes, 1-No (Councilor 
Otto), 1-Abstained (Councilor Na-
ganashe), 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
2:55 p.m.  Motion made by 

Councilor Law and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to return to 
open session. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstained 
(Councilor Naganashe), 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
 2:55 p.m.  Public Comment
Adjournment 
2:57 p.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Denemy and supported 
by Councilor Wemigwase to ad-
journ meeting. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Next Scheduled Meeting
September 25, 2014
Please contact the Legislative 

Offi  ce at 231-242-1403, 231-242-
1404 or 231-242-1406 for additional 
updates and clarifi cations of these 
minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read 
and approved as written (or) cor-
rected: (delete either the word “writ-
ten” or “corrected” as pertains to 
how the minutes were approved.)

Julia A. Shananaquet, Tribal 
Council Secretary                Date

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

September 25, 2014

Closed Session: none
Call to Order: 9:01 a.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Beatrice 

Law
Council Present: Secretary Ju-

lia Shananaquet, Treasurer Marcella 
Reyes, Councilor Bill A. Denemy, 
Councilor John Keshick III, Coun-
cilor Beatrice A. Law, Councilor 
Aaron Otto, Councilor Winnay 
Wemigwase

Absent: Legislative Leader Re-
gina Gasco Bentley, Councilor Mi-
chael Naganashe

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick, Enjinaaknegeng General 
Counsel James Bransky, Legislative 
Offi  ce Manager Michele LaCount, 
Legislative Offi  ce Administrative 
Assistant Tamara Kiogima 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  
Present: Chairman Fred Kiogima, 
Vice Chairman Deb DeLeon, Exec-
utive Services Attorney Dianne Vi-
tols, Tribal Law Enforcement Chief 
Jeff  Cobe, Chief Financial Offi  cer 
Carrie Carson, Elders Coordinator 
Tamela Okuly-Shananaquet, Elders 
Assistant Joan Jacobs, Interim Trib-
al Administrator/Human Resource 
Director Denise Petoskey

Prosecutor’s Offi  ce: Prosecut-
ing Attorney Matthew Lesky, Pros-
ecutor Offi  ce Manager Celestine 
Petoskey

Tribal Court Administrator 
Sara Brubaker 

Public:  John Kawegoma, Judy 
Fields, William I. Denemy, Michael 
Smith, Linda Gokee

Invited Guests: U.S. Assistant 
District Attorney Offi  ce Jeff  Davis 
and Janet Strand

Motion made by Councilor 
Keshick and supported by Council-
or Otto to adopt the agenda of Sep-
tember 25, 2014, as amended. 

Vote: 7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) Mo-
tion carried.

9:09 a.m. Councilor Naganashe 
arrives.

Motion made by Councilor 
Law and supported by Councilor 
Keshick to approve the minutes of 
September 11, 2014 as presented.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
9:11 a.m.: Elder comments – 

No comments at this time. 
Executive Updates 
Discussion Items: Biindigen 

doing well and Tribal Council re-
quested recognition to store Manag-
er Don Portman for a job well done; 
An unknown source of electric bill 
(mystery meter), FEMA, Work with 
Human Resource Director Denise 
Petoskey to send out invitation to 
supporters of reaffi  rmation cele-
bration, planning; Road repairs, 
National Congress of American In-
dians  donation; and Training for 
Safety Offi  cer.

Motion made by Councilor 
Keshick and supported by Coun-
cilor Wemigwase to acknowledge 
receipt of the August Executive Of-
fi ce Report (EOR) and the verbal 
report of Chairman Kiogima and 
Vice-Chairperson as presented on 
September 25, 2014.    

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
9:34 a.m. Elder comment 

opens:
• John Kawegoma discussed 

loss of electricity and water pres-
sure at Harbor Springs Housing site,  
concern expressed with unanswered 
calls to Tribal Police, brought up is-
sues with an elder.

9:51 a.m.  Elder comment clos-
es.

Legislative Leader Report - No 
report given.

Secretary Report
Th e following Tribal Council 

approved/adopted documents were 
delivered to the Executive:  

• Certifi ed Motion 091114-
01 Funding from the US Dept. of 
the Interior BIA FY 2014 One-Time 
Only Year End Funds, 

• Certifi ed Motion 091114-
02 Funding from the US Dept. of the 
Interior BIA IRR Tribal Transporta-
tion Program, 

• Certifi ed Motion 091114-
03 Limited Sovereign Immunity

Waivers in Odawa Casino Resort 
Contracts, 

• Naawchigedaa Tort Claims 
Statute, 

• Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion Offi  ce Protection and Manage-
ment of Archaeological Historical 
and Cultural Properties and Culture 
Resource Statute,  

• Contracts Statute has been 
signed by Executive

Th e following Tribal Council 
Approved Documents delivered to 
the Executive as an FYI: 

• Legislative Branch Travel 
Policy   

• Legislative Offi  ce Utiliza-
tion of Community Service Workers 
Policy

Vetoes: None to Report.
Phone Polls:  None to Report.
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to accept Secretary Shanan-
aquet’s verbal report as presented on 
September 25, 2014.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
Treasurer Report
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Treasurer 
Reyes’ verbal report as presented on 
September 25, 2014.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
10:04 a.m.  Break.
10:18 a.m.  Resume.
Tribal Council Reports 
10:19 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Keshick and supported 
by Councilor Otto to go into closed 
session for personnel issues.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
10:49 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Law and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to return to 
open session.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
10:49 a.m.  Break.
10:55 a.m.  Resume.
Tribal Council Travel Reports 

– None to report.
Tribal Council Committee Re-

ports:
Gaming Authority Committee
Motion made by Council-

or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to accept the 
verbal report of the Gaming Au-
thority Committee as presented by 
Councilor Otto, Committee Chair-
man.  

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
Agriculture Assessment Work 

Group 
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept the verbal re-
port of the Agriculture Assessment 
Work Group as presented by Coun-
cilor Keshick, Committee Chair-
man. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
Land and Reservation Com-

mittee 
Motion made by Treasurer 

Reyes and supported by Councilor 
Law to accept the verbal report of 
the Land and Reservation Commit-
tee as presented by Councilor Kes-
hick, Committee Member. 

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
Legal Legislative Committee – 

No meeting to report.
Ethics Committee – No meet-

“Minutes” continued from page 17. ing to report.
Legislative Offi  ce Reports:
Treasury Director Report – 

No Report.
Legislative Services Attorney 

& Enjinaaknegeng Report.
11:30 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Law and supported by 
Councilor Keshick to go into closed 
session for legal issues.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) 

Motion carried.
11:54 a.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Law and supported by 
Councilor Wemigwase to return to 
open session.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to accept Legislative Services 
Attorney Budnick’s and General 
Counsel Bransky’s verbal and writ-
ten report as presented on Septem-
ber 25, 2014.

Vote:  8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 1–Absent (Legislative Lead-
er Gasco-Bentley) Motion carried. 

11:56 a.m. Public Comment. 
opened

• Donna Budnick congratu-
lated Agricultural Assessment Work 
Group for securing grant.

11:57 a.m. Public comment 
closes.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Council-
or Wemigwase to amend the agenda 
to include a closed session for legal 
as requested by a Tribal Citizen. 

Vote:  0-Yes, 8-No (Councilor 
Wemigwase, Councilor Naganashe, 
Councilor Otto, Councilor Keshick, 
Treasurer Reyes, Councilor Dene-
my, Councilor Law, Secretary Sha-
nanaquet), 0-Abstained, 1–Absent 
(Legislative Leader Gasco-Bentley)

Motion fails.
12:02 p.m. Lunch Break.
1:01 p.m. Meeting Resumes.
Councilor Naganashe absent.  
1:00 p.m. – 2:11 p.m. U.S. As-

sistant District Attorney Offi  ce Jeff  
Davis and Janet Strand.

Discussion regarding Little 
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa In-
dians multi-disciplinary team for 
child abuse cases.

2:11 p.m.  Break.
2:33 p.m.  Resume.
Legislative Offi  ce Manager
Motion made by Councilor 

Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to accept Legislative 
Offi  ce Manager LaCount’s verbal 
and written report as presented on 
September 25, 2014.  

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) Mo-
tion carried.

3:06 p.m.  Public Comment 
opened:

• Linda Gokee commented 
in support of weekly pay.  She also 
expressed her desire to see Aff ord-
able Housing for citizens.

3:18 p.m.  Public Comment 
closes.

Action Items - Motions
Motion made by Secretary and 

supported by Councilor Keshick 
to approve travel to the National 
Center-Rez Conference to be held 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, October 
6-9, 2014.

Vote:  4-Yes, 3-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) Mo-
tion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Law and supported by Councilor 
Wemigwase to approve BDO as the 
Auditor for the Tribal Government 
for the annual audits for FY 2014, 
2015 and 2016, and to authorize and 
approve the Tribal Council Trea-
surer to sign all engagement agree-
ments to retain BDO and funding to 
come from the Accounting budget.

Vote:  4-Yes, 3-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gas-

co-Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) 
Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Wemigwase and supported by Trea-
surer Reyes to approve Certifi ed 
Motion #092514-01; Authorization 
of Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan, 
Inc. to Administer the BIA Child 
Welfare Assistance Program under 
PL 93-638.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) Mo-
tion carried.

Motion made by Councilor 
Law and supported by Councilor 
Otto to not pursue land parcel #85.

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) Mo-
tion carried.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Coun-
cilor Law to adopt Tribal Resolu-
tion: Supplemental funding in the 
Amount of $12,000 and Authoriza-
tion for Legal Services Engagement 
of Drummond Woodsum for the 
Development of a Draft  Tribal Gov-
ernmental Personnel Policy Hand-
book with funding to come from 
prior period funds to be appropri-
ated to the Tribal Council General 
Fund budget.

Roll call: Councilor Dene-
my-yes, Councilor Keshick-no, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor Na-
ganashe-absent, Councilor Otto-no, 
Councilor Wemigwase-no, Trea-
surer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shanan-
aquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 
Bentley-absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Council-
or Wemigwase and supported by 
Councilor Otto to pass Amendment 
to Waganakising Odawak Statute 
2010-021 Gaming Delegation and 
Authority Statute.

Roll call: Councilor Dene-
my-yes, Councilor Keshick-no, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor 
Naganashe-absent, Councilor Ot-
to-yes, Councilor Wemigwase-yes, 
Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary Sha-
nanaquet-yes, Legislative Leader 
Gasco Bentley-absent 

Motion carried.
Other Items:
Adjournment 
3:41 p.m. Motion made by 

Councilor Denemy and supported 
by Councilor Wemigwase to ad-
journ meeting. 

Vote:  7-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 
2–Absent (Legislative Leader Gas-
co-Bentley, Councilor Naganashe) 
Motion carried.

Next Scheduled Meeting
October 9, 2014
       Please contact the Legis-

lative Offi  ce at 231-242-1403, 231-
242-1404 or 231-242-1406 for addi-
tional updates and clarifi cations of 
these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read 
and approved as written.  

Julia A. Shananaquet, Tribal 
Council Secretary               Date
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November
Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel Pool, Petoskey, MI 
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm
Call 231-242-1423 for details

Daylight
Savings Time

Turn your clock
back at 2 am

Housing Commission 
Meeting 
3:30 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Legal and Legislative Cmte. Mtg.
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

Tribal Council Work Session
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Agriculture Assessment 
Work Group Meeting
4 pm Tribal Council Chambers
Govt. Center

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers
Govt. Center

Child Welfare 
Commission Meeting
1 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312

Traditional Tribal Burial Inc. 
Board Meeting
9 am Mskiki Gumik Health Building

Veterans Day
Governmental 
O�ces Closed

Gaming Authority Committee 
Meeting
10 am  Tribal Council Chambers
Appropriations and Finance 
Committee
 1 pm Tribal Council Chambers
GRC Meeting
5:30 pm 911 Spring St.
Natural Resource 
Commission Meeting 
6 pm  Natural Resource Bldg.

Elders Luncheon at Noon Election Board Work Session
4:30 pm 

Election Board Meeting
12 pm

Citizenship Commission 
Meeting
5:30 pm Govt. Center Rm. 118

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Land & Reservation Committee 
Meeting
10 am Tribal Council Chambers

Tribal Council Work Session
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Agriculture Assessment 
Work Group Meeting
4 pm Tribal Council Chambers
Govt. Center

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers
Govt. Center

Elders Luncheon at Noon

GRC Meeting
5:30 pm  911 Spring St

�anksgiving 
Holiday

Governmental 
O�ces Closed

�anksgiving 
Holiday

Governmental 
O�ces Closed

Sunday
(Name-Giizhigat)

Monday
(Ntam-Nokii-Giizhigat)

Tuesday
(Niizho-Giizhigat)

Wednesday
(Nso-Giizhigat)

Thursday
(Niiwo-Giizhigat)

Friday
(Naano-Giizhigat)

Saturday
(Nwebi-Giizhigat)

1

2 3 4 5  6  7  8

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30
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Michigan

November 8
Kinross Veterans Pow Wow
Kinross, MI
Contact Information: Jackie Minton 
or Linda Grossett at 906-635-6050

December 31
New Year’s Eve Sobriety Pow Wow
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Contact Information: Jackie Minton 
or Linda Grossett at 906-635-6050

Minnesota

November 1
Gathering for our Children and 
Returning Adoptees Pow Wow
Minneapolis, MN 
Contact Information: 651-442-
4872, sandywhitehawk@gmail.
com or www.wearecominghome.
com 

November 15
Veterans Wacipi Keep Tobacco 
Sacred
Morton, MN
Contact Information: 507-697-
6185

November 27-29
Th anksgiving Pow Wow
Minneapolis, MN
Contact Information: 612-799-
0776

Wisconsin
November 1
Fall 2014 University of Wiscon-
sin-Oshkosh Intertribal Pow 
Wow
Oshkosh, WI
Contact Information: Chris Annis 
at 920-424-0229

November 8
University of Wisconsin-Eau 
Claire Pow Wow
Chippewa Falls, WI

Contact Information: Odawa 
White at 715-836-3367

November 11
LCO Veterans Pow Wow
Hayward, WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

December 13-14
31st Annual St. Croix Trails
Hertel, WI
Contact Information: 715-520-
2272

December 30
LCO New Year’s Pow Wow
Hayward, WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

December 31
Menominee New Year’s Eve Pow 
Wow
Keshena, WI
Contact Information: 715-756-
2354

On the Pow Wow TrailOn the Pow Wow Trail

 2014 Ghost Supper List
Saturday, November 1

Carver/Keller/Gasco
LTBB Community Center
5656 Ap-gish-mok Rd. 
Harbor Springs, MI
Serving from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Worthington/Gasco
8880 Luce St. 
Oden, MI
Start: 6 p.m. 

Naganashe/Lewis/Bott/Boda 
LTBB Governmental Center Commons 

Area
Harbor Springs, MI
Start: 5 p.m.

Sunday, November 2

Ettawageshik/Shano
5453 Hughston Rd.
Harbor Springs, MI 
Start: Noon

Friday, November 7

Kishigo/Reyes/Gasco/Petoskey
1233 Hazelton St.
Petoskey, MI  
Start: 5 p.m. 

Shananaquet Family
6297 Reed Rd. 
Levering, MI
Start: 5 p.m.

Saturday, November 8

Laughlin/Wemigwase
431 Pine St.
Harbor Springs, MI
Start: 5 p.m. 

Garrow/Naganashe/Oldman/Stead
LTBB Governmental Center Commons 

Area
Harbor Springs, MI
Serving from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
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Submitted by Curtis Drogmiller, LTBB Trib-
al Citizen 

The Michigan National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day Ceremony was held on September 19, 2014. 

The ceremony began at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Michigan Remembers Memorial Site located at 
the Oakland Hills Memorial Gardens in Novi, MI, 
on the corner of 12 mile and Novi Rd. 

There was an honor guard posted for 24 
hours. 

There are more than 83,000 soldiers unac-
counted for with 522 of them from Michigan. 

Keynote address ceremony highlight by An-
drew Rocky Raczkowski, former State Represen-
tative – U.S. Army Lt. Colonel.

LTBB Tribal Citizen Michael Bugaj, President 
of the Native American Veterans Association of 
Southeastern Michigan, lead the color procession 
carrying the eagle staff during the event. Bugaj is 
a Hamtramck, MI, resident.

Photos by Curtis Drogmiller. 

M I C H I G A N  R E M E M B E R S  P O W / M I A  R E C O G N I T I O N  D A Y

On September 26, 2014, 
President Barack Obama signed 
H.R. 3043, the Tribal General 
Welfare Exclusion Act.

It unanimously passed the 
U.S. Senate and passed the U.S. 
House of Representatives by a 

voice vote. 
It exempts welfare benefi ts 

under Native American tribal 
jurisdictions from being count-
ed as income for the purposes of 
income tax. It mirrors the way 
the IRS already treats state wel-
fare benefi ts because the bene-
fi ts from state and local govern-
ments generally do not count 
as income. Th e welfare benefi ts 
covered in the Tribal General 
Welfare Exclusion Act include 
universal health coverage, edu-

cation, cultural opportunities, 
elder care and housing. 

Th e National Congress 
of American Indians (NCAI) 
called it “a victory for tribal 
governments and a statement to 
the work of tribal leaders over 
the years that Congress now 
implicitly recognizes the impor-
tance of tribal sovereignty and 
that tribal governments provide 
such important programs and 
services in Indian country.”

Courtesy graphic. 

T R I B A L  G E N E R A L  W E L F A R E  E X C L U S I O N  A C T  A C K N O W L E D G E S  T R I B A L 
S O V E R E I G N T Y
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pening very soon.  

Our management plan for the site is to part-
ner with a carefully selected developer or multiple 
developers who can assist us in the creation of a 
regional commercial destination and provide long-
term revenue to the tribe as well as employment 
opportunities. Much of the last year has been spent 
working through the selection process and negotiat-
ing Joint Venture agreements with our selected de-
veloper partners. We’ve also been busy working with 
the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, 
which has provided us with a great deal of fi nancial 
and operational assistance.  

While our original goal was to get the fi rst phase 
of leasable space designed and built by late 2014, the 
fact the site is high above U.S. 131 has slowed us 

down due to it needing a lot of engineering studies. 
We now believe we can begin re-grading the site to 
get it ready for building and road construction in 
early 2015. In addition, we are very nearly ready to 
present the fi nal draft s of our Joint Venture agree-
ments to Tribal Council for its review and approval.  

Odawa Economic Development Management, 
Incorporated is a tribally-chartered corporation and 
a wholly-owned entity of the Little Traverse Bay 
Bands of Odawa Indians. Our charter and mission 
are to provide for the development and manage-
ment of non-gaming economic development on 
the former Victories Casino site. Th e purpose of the 
corporation is to develop and operate businesses 
as means of increasing and diversifying the tribe’s 
long-term revenue streams.

Courtesy graphic. 

“Victories” continued from page 1.

Medicaid, Medicare, VA, Tri-
care or any other type of medical 
coverage, there is nothing you 
have to do to avoid the mandat-
ed fee as the fee only applies to 
the uninsured population.

Two Ways to Apply for the 
Exemption

If you are an enrolled 
member of a federally recog-
nized tribe, you have two op-
tions while applying for the ex-
emption.

1. Fill out the paper appli-
cation, and send a copy of your 
tribal ID to the federal govern-

ment.
2. File the exemption when 

you do your income tax return.
I am strongly suggesting 

utilizing the paper application 
at this time because the feder-
al government has not given 
specifi c instructions on what 
the tax preparer will need to do 
at the time of fi ling your taxes 
in order to fulfi ll the required 
information for the exemption 
application.

If you are a descendant, the 
only way you can apply for the 
exemption is by fi lling out the 
paper application and sending a 

letter from an IHS Clinic stating 
you are eligible to be seen at a 
tribal facility along with your 
application to the federal gov-
ernment. 

I am available to help any 
uninsured tribal citizen with 
this application process and 
strongly encourage anyone who 
is uninsured to contact me at 
vglazier@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov, 
231-242-1748 or by stopping 
by my offi  ce at the Health Park 
in Petoskey, MI, as soon  as pos-
sible to ensure there will be no 
delay when doing your taxes.

Photo by Sean Miller. 

“Don’t Delay” continued from page 1.

injection wells have done countless times through-
out the country. Our watershed will not survive if 
this happens here. We are surrounded by water, and 
our lives depend on it. Th ink of the consequences. 
Whether you vote for either one of us in this up-
coming election, there are more important things 
than politics. Th is is one of them. We need to work 
together for the future of this planet.”

Phil and Tim have 28 calendar days from the 
date of the Judgment in order to appeal. Th ey stated 
that they will meet that deadline, but hope that the 
Appellate Court upholds an individual Tribal Mem-
ber’s right to sue according to the Tribal Constitu-
tion, wherein it clearly states that a Tribal Member 
cannot be denied equal protection of its laws (in this 
case, they are suing to ban the diversion of clean 
drinking water, which is a very obvious and serious 
health issue).”

Both Phil and Tim acknowledge that the Tribal 
Constitution states that Tribal Court has the power 
to approve the fi ling of a lawsuit in the name of the 
Tribe, but it also doesn’t seem to bar individual suits. 
In either case, they state that they did not sue on be-
half of the Tribe, only themselves and Article 32.org, 
which is incorporated through the Tribe. Th ey feel 
that the Judge is referencing a Statute, approved by 
the Tribal Council, which appears to be inconsistent 

with the Constitution (wherein the Council is deny-
ing the right of an individual to sue in Tribal Court.)

Th is may have violated the “Reserved” clause 
in the Tribal Constitution whereby the Council may 
have been exercising powers not listed in the Consti-
tution. Finally, both of them cite Article XIX Rights 
of the Tribe and Its Members wherein it states, 
“Nothing in this Constitution shall be construed 
as restricting any Treaty Rights or any other rights 
of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
and its members.” By blocking a private lawsuit by 
a Tribal member, both LaCroix and Bellfy feel that 
this is restricting the rights of that Tribal Member, 
and, by extension, all Tribal Members. Th ey are con-
fi dent that Members have the right to sue for the en-
forcement of a Tribal ban on the diversion of fresh 
water on behalf of all of us.

“Th e reality is, we are not suing the Tribal Gov-
ernment, nor are we suing on their behalf,” Bellfy 
said. “We are suing State offi  cials as a Tribal Mem-
ber, and a Native American who owns a corporation 
that is incorporated through the Tribe, and, conse-
quently, the ‘corporate entity’ possesses all of the 
Tribe’s legal entitlements. Our battle is against the 
illegal diversion of fresh water for fracking, and we 
will continue to fi ght this. History is on our side. It’s 
just a matter of time – we will prevail.”

Courtesy photo. 

“LaCroix” continued from page 1.

Submitted by MSU Extension
 
Th is fall, the Crooked Tree Youth Leadership 

Program (CTYLP) is looking for Emmet County, MI, 
high school students who are interested in learning 
more about tribal, local and state government. Th e 
CTYLP will meet for 10 sessions beginning January 
14, 2015.  Th e students will have the opportunity to 
meet the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
leadership and the Emmet County Board of Com-
missioners to ask questions and learn more about 
their role in government. To provide more hands-on 
experience, participants will have the opportunity to 
tour both tribal and local government departments 
to learn more about their specifi c role in govern-
ment. Our goal is to provide youth with knowledge 
and skills related to civic engagement, including local 
government and leadership while incorporating trib-
al government, thus, also creating and strengthening 
cultural competency as well. As a result, youth will be 

equipped to make informed decisions, participate in 
their community, and have the leadership skills to be 
successful in any career.

As part of the program, teens from across Mich-
igan will gather at the state capitol March 22-25, 2015 
for the annual 4-H Capitol Experience conference 
http://4h.msue.msu.edu/events/4-h_capitol_experi-
ence. Th e four-day event gives youth the chance to 
become involved in civic engagement and public pol-
icy as well as an in-depth look at state government. 
During their time in the capital city, students will 
learn the responsibilities of citizens, explore diff erent 
aspects of policy issues, discover various career op-
tions available in public policy, attend a bill writing 
session, learn more about tribal–state interactions 
and meet people involved with state government. Th e 
goal of this conference is for youth to learn that they 
can infl uence the government even at a young age.

If you are a student or know of a student who 
is eager to learn more about how their voice mat-
ters in government, please contact Emily Proctor at 
231-439-8927 or at proctor8@anr.msu.edu. For more 
information please visit www.msue.msu.edu. Th is 
article was published by MSU Extension. For more 
information, visit http://www.msue.msu.edu. To con-
tact an expert in your area, visit http://expert.msue.
msu.edu or call 1-888-MSUE4MI (1-888-678-3464).

Courtesy graphic. 

2 0 1 5  C R O O K E D  T R E E  Y O U T H  L E A D E R S H I P  P R O G R A M
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Birthdays Birthdays Anniversaries

Walking On...

Happy (belated) birthday 
Unc B! Love, Kentin & Audrey.

Happy (belated) birthday 
#33!  BJ Gasco!! On October 8! 
Sure are proud of you, and sure 
do love you!! Mom & Dad.

Happy (belated) birthday 
Unc B!! Love, Lane.

Happy (belated) birthday to 
the best brother, BJ Gasco. Love 
and m iss you lots! Josh & Sarah.

Happy (belated) birthday to 
a great brother, BJ Gasco!! Love 
you and miss you lots! Holly & 
Joe.

Happy birthday wishes to 
Michael Naganashe. Love, your 
family.

Happy 2nd birthday Mari-
lyn Joy Cloud-Brewer. Born on 
November 6, 2012. We Love You 
“Baby!” From Mommy & Daddy. 

And, the story goes like this 
……. “On November 8th, 20 
years ago, one of my greatest cre-
ations arrived! We had to really 
convince that one there would 
be more room for her outside 
than in. Aft er some time, we 
were rewarded with a beautiful 
baby girl! She is such an amazing 
person, and I am ever grateful 
that I have been able to jour-
ney with her to this point. Our 
path has had ups and downs, it’s 
been rocky, there have been long 
stretches where we enjoyed the 
scenery and the company. Now, 
as she ventures on her journey 
on her own, I will always leave 
the light on in my heart for her, 
so that she will always fi nd her 
way home. Happy birthday Baby 
Girl! Peace, blessings and much 
love… always!” Mamasita.  

Miigwaans Smith turns 
mdaaswi shi ngodwaaso (16) 
this month! What a lady you are 
becoming, we are so proud of 
you! Mom, Dad & Zhaawon.

11-23-2014 will mark a day 
that a very special person will 
be celebrating her birthday. Th is 
person is my mother, Marian 
Sedlak (Kiogima). We, the Slee-
man family, would like to wish 
you a very happy birthday, and 
we wish nothing but the best 
for you  - not only on your day, 
but every day!! Love ya bunches 
Mom!!!  Your daughter.

Mno dibishkaan ndaanis miinwaa nshiimenh! (Happy birthday to 
my daughter and sister) Miigwaans and TeeTee; Anishinaabe kwe-
wok in their element!  

Birthdays

 Zachary Sleeman harvest-
ed a nice, 12-point buck during 
the youth hunt. He was out 
hunting with his twin brother, 
Nick, and his Dad. Zack said the 
“Buck Fever” did not have time 
to set in before this bruiser came 
in, but he quickly got the shakes 
aft er he saw it drop in its tracks. 
His brother, Nick, saw a few nice 
deer, but decided to wait due to 
deer season just starting.

Mitchell Sleeman and fi an-
ce’ Alexandria McIntosh would 
like to announce the birth of 
their daughter, Audrianna Re-
nay Sleeman. Audrianna was 
born on August 29th at 5:57 a.m. 
Th eir little princess weighed 
seven pounds and eight ounc-
es and was 19-1/2 inches long. 
Mitchell is the son of proud 
grandparents, Stephanie and Jim 
Sleeman, of Davison, MI. Alex-
andria is the daughter of proud 
grandparents, Heather and Ben 
McIntosh, of Grand Blanc, MI.

Nicholas and Zachary Slee-
man are Mitchell’s brothers and 
are very excited about their one 
and only niece. Rachelle and 
Kyra McIntosh are the new aunts 
of Audrianna and cannot wait 
to take her shopping. Mitchell 
is the grandson of Marian and 
Wayne Sedlak of Higgins Lake, 
MI, and Bob Sleeman of Hough-
ton, MI.

Happy birthday wishes to 
Gavin Lee. My birthday present 
turns 1 on November 24th. Love 
you much, Grandma Th eresa. 

Congratulations

Happy (belated) anniversary #35 to Bart & Jody Gasco on October 
27! We sure do love you!!! BJ & Jessica, Josh & Sarah and Holly & Joe.

Happy (belated) anniversary on October 27 to the best Grammy 
& Grumpa (Jody & Bart Gasco)!! We love you to the moon and back!! 
Love, Lane, Kentin & Audrey.

Birth Announcement

Augustine Cliff ord Kiogima 
II, 86

Augustine Cliff ord Kiogima 
II, 86, walked on September 11, 
2014. He was born May 28, 1928 
to Augustine Cliff ord Kiogima 
and Catherine (King) Kiogima in 
Harbor Springs, MI, and grew up 
in “Indian Town.” He is the broth-
er to Leon (deceased), Duane, 
Ray (deceased), Mary (deceased), 
Robert, Frank (deceased) and 
John. Augustine married Helen 
Agnes Shawa on November 29, 
1952. Helen walked on in Sep-
tember 2010.  He is survived by 
their children and families: Au-
gustine Cliff ord (Nancy) Kiogi-
ma III of Grand Rapids, MI, and 
Christine (Michael) Medawis; 
Melvin (Nancy Anne) Kiogima 
of Traverse City, MI, and Jen-
nifer, Justin, Casey, Melvin II, 
Carey, Kelly, Kody, Carter and 
Kyan; Alan Kiogima of Grand 
Rapids, MI, and Alan II, Wassia 
and Jay; and Fred (Kim Hynes) 
Kiogima of Harbor Springs, MI, 
and Feather, Bryce (Joey, Stac-
ey and Jennifer); and numerous 
great-grandchildren.  Augustine 
and Helen lost another son, Gor-
don Bryce Kiogima, in infancy. 
Augustine also shared his life 
with Charlotte Parker. Th ey are 
survived by Joe Kiogima, Cher-
yl Kiogima, David Parker and 
many grandchildren. Augustine 
is a member of the Little Traverse 
Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. 
Augustine served in the U.S. Air 
Force during World War II. Aft er 
serving four years, he was hon-
orably discharged as a technical 
sergeant. Aft er leaving the armed 
forces, he worked for many years 
in Harbor Springs, MI, for Gokey 
Garbage Collection Services and 
later spent many years as a paint-
er on Arnold Ferry Lines in St. 
Ignace, MI. Aft er retirement, he 
spent winters in North Carolina 
with his son, Fred. Always a quiet 
man, later in life, he enjoyed at-
tending Elders Luncheon at the 
LTBB, working on puzzles and 
going on short trips throughout 
the area.

Ila M. Sineway, 75
Ila M. Sineway, 75, of Bay 

Shore, MI, walked on October 

7, 2014 at the Hiland Cottage of 
Hospice of Little Traverse Bay. Ila 
was born on November 15, 1938 
in Bay Shore, MI, the daughter of 
Samuel and Eliza (Daniels) Boyd 
and was raised in Bay Shore, MI, 
graduating from Petoskey High 
School in Petoskey, MI, in 1956. 
On May 4, 1962, Ila married 
Paul W. Sineway in Charlevoix, 
MI, and together, the two made 
their home in Bay Shore, MI, for 
a time before making their home 
and raising their eight children in 
Clarion, MI. Ila was always a hard 
worker and worked throughout 
most of her adult life. She was 
employed by Circuit Control, Pe-
toskey Manufacturing and Glass 
Alternatives before retiring. She 
later left  retirement and went 
back to work in Housekeeping at 
the Odawa Casino in Petoskey, 
MI, before retiring for the last 
time. She was a citizen of the Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians and was a member of the 
Fraternal Order of the Eagles and 
Greensky Hill United Methodist 
Church. Ila’s two greatest joys in 
life were her family and BINGO. 
She played BINGO a couple of 
times a week, but always looked 
forward to her family gatherings, 
especially around the holidays. 
Ila also enjoyed bowling and cro-
cheting. Ila is survived by seven 
children, Jake Boyd of Pellston, 
MI, Angie (John Hull) Wooden 
of Petoskey, MI, Ted (Te) Sineway 
of Petoskey, MI, Eugene Sineway 
of Bay Shore, MI, Evert Sine-
way of Bay Shore, MI, Yvonne 
Sineway of Bay Shore, MI, and 
Virgil (Patty Kile) Sineway of 
Bay Shore, MI; seven grandchil-
dren, Cody, Charlee, Mike, Paul, 
Yalynn, James and Jenny; and by 
three great-grandchildren, Cam-
eron, Gabriel and Nero. She was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents; her husband, Paul; her son, 
Steven; her grandson, Jacob; her 
three sisters, Sophie, Beverly and 
Lena; and by a brother, Raymond.

Robert C. “Gentle-Hearted 
Bear” Petoskey, Sr.

Robert C. Petoskey, Sr. 
(Native American name “Gen-
tle-Hearted Bear”), 79, of Tom-
ahawk, WI, passed away on Au-
gust 31, 2014 at Rennes Nursing 
Home and Rehab Center in 
“Walking On...” continued on page 27.





Odawa TrailsNovember 2014 27
Rhinelander, WI. He was born 
February 19, 1935 in Milwau-
kee, WI, to the late James and 
Margaret (Bunnow) Petoskey. 
He was married to Kathleen 
Huberty on September 19, 
1975; she survives. Bob grew 
up in the Milwaukee, WI, 
area and was a 1953 gradu-
ate of Lincoln High School. 
He worked as a vending ma-
chine mechanic, retiring in 
1996. Bob loved the beauty of 
the Northwoods and enjoyed 
visits to his family cottage on 
Oneida Lake. In 1998, Bob 
and Kathy made Tomahawk, 
WI, their permanent home. 
He enjoyed feeding the birds 
and deer and watching the 
bear. Bob spent his spare 
time golfi ng and playing lawn 
jarts. Most of all, he loved 
spending time with his wife 
and children and spoiling the 

grandkids. Survivors include 
his wife, Kathleen Petoskey; a 
son, Robby (Sandy) Petoskey; 
three daughters, Cyndee (Ter-
ry) Farnham, Wendy (Ron) 
Taplin and Tammy Petoskey; a 
stepson, Jeff  (Ginger) DeSeve; 
three stepdaughters, Dawn 
Martinez, Tracy DeSeve and 
Renee (Jeff ) Matthews; four 
brothers, Larry Petoskey, 
Joe (Sandy) Petoskey, Jimmy 
(Chris) Petoskey and Rich-
ard Petoskey; a sister, Don-
na (Harold) Newton; eight 
grandchildren, Brett, Ronny, 
Todd, Chad, Amanda, Zacha-
ry, Travis and Jackson and six 
great-grandchildren, Jordan, 
Ben, Aubrey, Caiden, Lucian 
and Elijah. Bob is further sur-
vived by extended family and 
friends in the Milwaukee, WI, 
and Tomahawk, WI, areas. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents and a sister, Patricia.  

“Walking On...” continued from page 25.
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