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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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By Wendy Congdon, Pre-Press 
Graphic Specialist

When I walked into the room, there 
was a buzz of excitement as the children 
talked, laughed and worked on their 
projects. I was at the Ziibiwing Center 
of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways in Mt. 
Pleasant, MI, where LTBB Tribal Citizen 
Yvonne Walker-Keshick was teaching a 
workshop on quillwork to children from 
nearby schools. 

Each child chose a design and then 
learned the steps it takes to work with the 
porcupine quills to create an ornament 
they could take home. As I walked around 
the classroom, each child was excitedly 
chattering about their design, about pok-
ing holes in the birch bark and that the 
quills liked to “stick” to their fi ngers as 
they chose a new one from the bowl on 
their table. Some were waiting patiently 
for the help of Yvonne or her daughter, 
Kim Worthington, who was there to assist. 
Yvonne’s relaxed and thorough manner of 
teaching is truly a gift .

She will tell you when she was young, 
she was very shy.  Learning quillwork 
brought her out of her shy shell and has 
helped her to have a very full life. She 
learned how to work with quills in 1969 
when she joined an arts and craft s co-op. 
Th ere, she met Susan Shagonaby who be-
came her friend and teacher. Yvonne was 
fi rst taught how to harvest the quills from 
a “great big dead rotten porcupine” and 
then how to process and store them for 
the work ahead. 

One of the assets to her was that while 
in the Holy Childhood Boarding School 
in Harbor Springs, MI, she learned disci-
pline. Th is discipline helped her to focus 
on her work and to do it to the best of her 
ability. 

She would take her fi nished work 
to Victor Kishigo to be purchased for 
his store, Indian Hills, located in Peto-
skey, MI. Yvonne recalls how Victor was 
the person who standardized the size of 
the quill boxes throughout the industry. 
When she took her boxes to Victor, he 
would examine them intently. At fi rst, she 

thought he was looking for fl aws. He then 
told her she had some of the fi nest quill-
work he had ever seen. It is true she has 
been an innovator for the way she is able 
to work with each quills unique coloring 
in order to create the lifelike imagery each 
box displays.

L T B B  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N  Y V O N N E  W A L K E R - K E S H I C K  P R E S E R V E S  T H E  Q U I L L W O R K  T R A D I T I O N  F O R  F U T U R E  G E N E R A T I O N S

By Annette VanDeCar, Communications Coordina-
tor 

On November 20 and 21, 2015, the Circle of Indige-
nous Arts (COIA) Market & Competition was held at the 
Ziibiwing Center of Anishinabe Culture & Lifeways in Mt. 
Pleasant, MI. 

Th e annual art event showcases indigenous art, craft s, 
dance, fashion and music. Among the awards given were 
Indigenous Peoples Artistic Merit awards and the People’s 
Choice Award. Artist David Shananaquet, an LTBB Tribal 
Citizen, received the 2015 COIA People’s Choice Award 
for his eight clan symbol paintings. 

Th e People’s Choice Award contest allowed attendees 
of the event to vote on their favorite art piece. Th e votes 

were entered into a drawing to receive an overnight stay at 
the Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort with dinner for two 
plus two concert tickets of their choice. Th e winner of the 
People’s Choice Award received $2,500.     

Th e following is David Shananaquet’s biography:
David Shananaquet       
Sagamok – One who travels above and below
Name’ Dodem – Sturgeon Clan
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 
Born: Petoskey, Michigan and fi rst born son to Larry 

Shananaquet and Marie R. Shomin 
Th ree Fires Midewin Society – First Degree
Resides in Hopkins, Michigan with wife Punkin 

(Martin) Shananaquet; married for 33 years
Two adult children: Paul Clear-Sky Shananaquet, 33
                                   Carly Marie Shananaquet, 31
Two grandchildren: Mzhakwod John Shananaquet, 3; 

parents Paul Shananaquet and Tiff any Willis

                     Lillian Marie Hills, 17 
months; parents Carly Shananaquet and Matt 
Hills.   

David is a full-time artist, specializing in 
Woodland Art and Symbolism and portrays 
the culture and realm of the Anishinabek Na-
tion of the Great Lakes Basin. His paintings 
can be found throughout tribal governmental 
offi  ces and gaming establishments through-
out the State of Michigan and Canada. 

David is inspired by what he perceives as 
the acknowledgement of our young people to 
maintain their own cultural identity, designs, 
humor and lifestyles. We are defi ned as a peo-
ple by living, dancing, creating and exposing 
to those who do not see how beautiful our life 
ways are. 

Th e circle is one of the fi rst teachers … and it en-
compasses the generations of knowledge exposed there. 
Drums, eagle staff s and the circle itself become a teacher 
and a fi lter for knowledge. We learn by watching others 

L T B B  A R T I S T  D A V I D  S H A N A N A Q U E T  R E C I P I E N T  O F  T H E  P E O P L E ’ S  C H O I C E  A W A R D  A T  T H E  2 0 1 5  C I R C L E  O F  I N D I G E N O U S  A R T S

“Quillwork Tradition” continued on page 19.

“Shananaquet” continued on page 16.
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Being Odawa is all about Freedom

Th e freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. Th e freedom in 
common with all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. Th e freedom we have today we will 
bring to the future through unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven 
generations by holding to cultural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize 
our tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly 
represent our culture. With these values we will move the tribe forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda 

egishkaago’iing dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin 
kina gwaya Odawak nasaap eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik 
debendamowaad. Maanda dbendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, 
dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin. Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aa-
migak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ew-
in, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing na-
kaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda 
eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

Th e Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have 
a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space 
and content.

Th e deadline for the February 2016 issue of Odawa Trails is December 28, 2015.
 You can e-mail, fax or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov, fax them to 231-242-1430 or call them in 

at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-1429. Please only call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions 
and story ideas.

Annette 
VanDeCar

Communications
Coordinator

231-242-1427

Wendy 
Congdon
Pre-Press
Graphic 

Specialist
231-242-1429

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

 LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com

 Beverly Wemigwase, Receptionist 231-242-1400
             1-866-652-5822

Tribal Administration
Administrative Assistant

242-1420

Tribal Council/Legislative Offi  ce
1-866-972-0077

Tamara Kiogima,
Administrative Assistant 

242-1403

Tribal Chairman’s Offi  ce
Julie Janiskee, Administrative 

Assistant
242-1401

Accounting Department
Debra Janney, Assistant

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts
242-1439

Archives, Records and 
Repatriation Department

Eric Hemenway,
Director
242-1527

Commerce Department
Th eresa Keshick,

Assistant
242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar,

Coordinator
242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist

242-1429

Elders Department
Dorothy Kiogima, Assistant

242-1423

Enrollment Department
Linda Gokee, 

Administrative Assistant/
Genealogist

242-1521

Facilities & Safety Department
Susan Gasco, 

Director
242-1558

Education Department
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director
242-1454

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, 

Director
242-1597

Grant Writer
Amber Holt

242-1400

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health  
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Tina Shawano, Maternal 
Child Health Outreach

242-1614

Diane Bott, 
Healthy Heart Specialist

242-1615

Housing Department
Jessie Boda,

Occupancy Specialist
242-1540

Human Resources 
Department

Dorla Field, Administrative 
Assistant
242-1555

Human Services Department 
Brenda Schoolcraft , 

Administrative Assistant 
242-1621

Law Enforcement 
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

Legal Department
Su Lantz, 
Assistant
242-1407

MIS Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
242-1531

Natural Resource 
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Planning, Zoning and
 Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Mobility Coordinator

242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Jennifer Wilson, 
Offi  ce/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Offi  ce
Celestine Petoskey, 

Offi  ce Manager
242-1475

Youth Services Department
Bernadece Boda, Coordinator 

242-1593
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By Th eresa Keshick, Department of Commerce 
Assistant

Th e Department of Commerce (DOC) would 
like to remind the tribal membership about a few 
items pertaining to the Tax Agreement.  

First of all, I cannot express enough how import-
ant it is to keep your address updated. 

Th e fi rst step in becoming a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) is to offi  cially change your address 
with the Enrollment Department. Th is must be done 
in writing and as soon as possible. 

Th e DOC cannot and will not change the esti-
mated beginning date (EBD) (which is always the 
fi rst in any given month) of a member’s tax exempt 
status (see example below).  

It is YOUR responsibility to update your address 
on fi le with the Enrollment Department. Th is date 
will aff ect how many months you will be able to fi le 
the Annual Resident Tribal Member Sales Tax Credit 
(Tribal Form 4013).  It is to your benefi t to be able 
to fi le for the maximum number of months for this 
credit. 

In addition, being an RTM will allow you to pur-
chase large items such as vehicles, boats, motorcycles 
and off  the road vehicles tax exempt.  

Th ere is a form that needs to be fi lled out called 
a “Request for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of Exemp-
tion), which is available in my offi  ce.  Once this form 

is completely fi lled out, I will then issue the RTM the 
actual Tribal Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal Form 
3998). 

If you plan on purchasing any of these items, 
please contact me FIRST, and I will be happy to get 
you the form via e-mail or fax. I am also able to fax 
the TCEs to the dealership you are doing business 
with. 

Being an RTM will also allow you to be tax ex-
empt on utility bills such as phone, cable, gas, pro-
pane, electricity, satellite and cellular service.  If you 
have not fi lled out a Utility Provider Survey, please 
contact the DOC, and I will be happy to get one to 
you.  

Also, another important thing to remember is if 
you do move into the Tax Agreement Area (TAA), 
your RTM status does NOT take eff ect until the fi rst 
day of the following month. 

Example:  I move to Petoskey, MI, (inside the 
TAA) on September 5, 2010. My RTM (EBD) status 
begins October 1, 2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the end of the month as 
possible. 

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is viewable on the 
State of Michigan’s website at:

http://tinyurl.com/ltbbtaxagr
If you have any other questions pertaining to the 

Tax Agreement, I can reached at my offi  ce at 231-242-
1584 or via e-mail at tkeshick@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
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“Th e fi rst of many leaders 
in our community, thank 
you Kenny Dewey for being 
someone the youth look up 
to. Th e SPRING Prevention 
Project and the entire LTBB 
community are proud of you.” 
SPRING Prevention Project

Hello everyone. 
I wanted to inform every-

one who has been uninsured 
for the 2015 year that the Tax 
Exemption 8965 form is now 
available. You can stop in and see 
Valorie Glazier at the Health De-
partment or go online at www.

irs.gov, search forms and type in 
8965. Please make sure if you are 
doing this on your own to check 
to make sure the year “2015” is 
in the upper right hand corner. 
When fi lling out the form, be 
sure to put your full name at the 
very top as well as your social 
security number. Skip down to 
part II, and answer the questions 
7a & 7b accordingly (usually, 
the answer is “No”). Finally, fi ll 
out part III by writing in your 
full name, social security num-
ber and the letter “E” under the 
exemption type, and check the 
appropriate box as to how long 
in 2015 you went without having 
insurance.

Please keep in mind Con-

tract Health is not considered 
health insurance. So, unless you 
had a private insurance through 
your employer, Medicare, Med-
icaid or the Marketplace insur-
ance, this form will apply to you. 
By fi lling out this form, you will 
avoid having to pay a mandated 
fee on your taxes for not hav-
ing health coverage due to the 
rules of the Aff ordable Care Act 
(ACA).

If you have other questions, 
please feel free to contact Val-
orie Glazier at 231-242-1748, 
vglazier@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or 
by stopping in at the Health De-
partment.

Photo by Communications 
Coordinator Annette VanDeCar. 

T A X  E X E M P T I O N  8 9 6 5  F O R M  N O W  A V A I L A B L E  F O R  I N D I V I D U A L S 
U N I N S U R E D  I N  2 0 1 5
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January Elders Birthdays
January 1

Janice Beckhorn
Leslie Flint

John Deckrow, Sr.

January 2
Priscilla Leist
John Walker

Margaret Ortner

January 4
Leon Bailey, Jr.

Nancy Honeysette
David Kughman
Verna Jeanotte

January 5
John Shonibin, Jr.

Lawrence Petoskey
Monica Baker
Donna Bartley
Jay Harrington
Betty Hoffman
David Adams

Michael Dayson

January 6
Marie Bowers

Sharon Searles

January 7
Jane Martell
Gary Harper

Raymond Shawa, Jr.

January 8
Corrine Smith

Christine Thomas
Brian Dominic

Rosemary Knapp
Lauree Kirchoff

January 9
Virginia Irland
Brian Fluette
Colleen Field
Roger Martell

Deborah Harrison

January 10
Steven Melancon, Jr.

January 11
Sharalee Boda

January 12
Nivia Paul

Brian Anthony, Sr.

January 14
Tonia Schwanke
Anna Disbrow

Bernard Roussain
Sophie Conlin
Dollie Keway

Penelope Griffi n

January 15
Kaye Zitka

Lorraine Jung
Laurie Sloan
Curtis Willis

January 16
Patricia Alsip

Judy Field
Andrea Cagle

January 17
Marie Carter

Lou Allen
Dale Himes

William Boda
Carole Prior

Rosemary Lucchese

January 18
Mary Rittase

January 19
Francis Crossett

January 20
Regina Brubacker-Carver

Clifford Cutler
Gale Walker

Cheryl McLane
Michael Bugaj

January 21
Christine Merrill
Regina Bentley

Constance Woods
James Covey
Gary Compo

January 22
Steven Crossett
Andrew Lasley

Charles Heinberg
Jeanette Mathews

Deborah Cracraft-Nord
Robert Kiogima

January 23
John Chisholm, Sr.
Marilyn McDonald

Denise Frye
Carolyn Taglauer

January 24
Richard Gould

January 25
Deborah De Leon
Patrick Anthony
Lawrence Stead
Gordon Laitinen
Glenna Kimball
Sherry Andrews

January 26
Anthony Davis, Sr.

Brenda Cash
Betty Keller

January 27
Celeste Chingwa

Edward Burch
Dee Dee Gasco
Matthew Delmas

John Liebgott
Diane Curtiss

January 28
Melinda Engstrom
Richard Petoskey

Garland Baker
Kathryn Siler

Richard Wilburn

January 29
Laurie Davidson

Catherine Schwiderson
Timothy Smith

Rita Shananaquet

January 30
Donna Shlechter
Timothy Lacroix

Mary Steffes
Daniel Clark

January 31
Ruth Eagleman
Juanita Rogers
Jennie Heeres
Joan Jacobs

Shirley Dunkley
William Massey

A L L  A D D R E S S  V E R I F I C A T I O N  F O R M S  D U E  O C T O B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 1 6
All minors need to have a notarized MINOR 

ADDRESS VERIFICATION FORM completed 
annually before OCTOBER 31, 2016. Faxed cop-
ies are not acceptable and will not be processed. 
The Address Verification form must contain the 
original signature. Forms must be mailed to the 
Enrollment Department at 7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 or dropped off at the 
aforementioned address. The Enrollment De-
partment is located on the first floor of the LTBB 
Governmental Center in Harbor Springs, MI. If 
you have any questions concerning guardianship 

or custodial issues, please contact the Enroll-
ment Department at 231-242-1520 or 231-242-
1521.

Minors who turn 18 by OCTOBER 31, 2016 
must complete an ADULT ADDRESS VERIFI-
CATION FORM. This form must be returned by 
OCTOBER 31, 2016. 

Address verification forms can be down-
loaded at www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov/Depart-
ments/Enrollment/enrollment.htm or you may 
call the Enrollment Office at 231-242-1520 or 
231-242-1521 to have a form mailed to you. 
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Submitted by Cultural Services

On October 21, 2015, the Cultural Services 
team hosted a community grave crown making 
event from 5-7:30 p.m. in the Commons Area of the 
LTBB Governmental Center in Harbor Springs, MI. 

Th ere were approximately 20 attendees. 
 Th e event was fi lled with an amazing sense of 

fellowship and community. Th ere was lots of shar-

ing and support. Th ose who attended shared fond 
stories of gatherings past, and everyone helped each 
other by sharing techniques and support.

Sharing stories and knowledge over a meal 
made it feel like a family dinner; it felt like home! 

We, the Cultural Services team, would like 
to send a “chi miigwetch” to all who attended and 
made this night a great success. 

Courtesy photos. 

C U L T U R A L  S E R V I C E S  H O S T S  C O M M U N I T Y  G R A V E  C R O W N  M A K I N G  E V E N T

Submitted by the Cultural Library

Th e Cultural Library staff  attended the Great 
Lakes Culture Keeper’s Conference in Mt. Pleasant, 
MI, this past October. 

Th ere were close to 100 tribal librarians, tribal 
museum curators and University of Madison stu-
dents and facility in attendance. Some came as far 
away as Washington State. We met a lot of incred-
ible people and forged friendships that will last a 
lifetime. 

We learned things such as how to build a logic 
model, build a better website, bring your communi-
ty’s voices to your library and museum exhibits, how 
to start building a traveling exhibit, how to search 

for grants and how to write a vision statement. We 
learned so much; I am sure I left  some subjects out. 

We also had storytelling, quill work workshops, 
a social dance and feast and a tour of the grounds of 
the Mt. Pleasant Boarding S chool. 

Th e purpose of this conference was to start the 
framework for putting together a traveling exhib-
it. Th is exhibit, when fi nished, will travel to all the 
tribes in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan and 
hopefully, to all their state capitols as well.

Our next meeting is in May 2016 in Keween-
aw Bay. Stay tuned for more news from the Culture 
Keeper’s front. 

Courtesy photo. 

G R E A T  L A K E S  C U L T U R E  K E E P E R ’ S  C O N F E R E N C E  A  R E W A R D I N G 
E X P E R I E N C E  F O R  T H E  C U L T U R A L  L I B R A R Y  S T A F F
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January

New Year’s Day 
Governmental 
O�ces Closed

 

Housing Commission Meeting 
5 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Meeting 
9 am - noon OCR Executive Suite

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Work Session
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council  Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

Child Welfare 
Commission Meeting
1 pm Govt. Center Rm. 312

Traditional Tribal Burial Inc. 
Meeting
9 am - Noon
LTBB Health Park Building
2nd Floor Conf. Room

Trust Fund Board Meeting
9 am
Farmington Hills, MI

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Meeting 
9 am - noon OCR Executive Suite

Elders Luncheon at Noon

AFC Meeting
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon Land & Reservation 
Cmte. Mtg. 
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Work Session
1 pm Tribal Council Chambers

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council  Meeting
9 am Tribal Council Chambers

Gaming Enterprise Board 
Meeting 
9 am - noon OCR Executive Suite

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Sunday
(Name-Giizhigat)

Monday
(Ntam-Nokii-Giizhigat)

Tuesday
(Niizho-Giizhigat)

Wednesday
(Nso-Giizhigat)

Thursday
(Niiwo-Giizhigat)

Friday
(Naano-Giizhigat)

Saturday
(Nwebi-Giizhigat)

  

Please Note:
Meeting times and 
dates are subject to 

change.

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel Pool, Petoskey, MI 
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm
Call 231-242-1423 for details

1 2

3 4 5 6  7  8 9

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
Tribal Council Chambers

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

November 5, 2015

Closed Session: Yes
Call to Order: 9:10 a.m.  
Opening Ceremony: Council-

or Julie Shananaquet
Council Present: Treasurer 

Marcella Reyes, Councilor Frank 
Bernard, Councilor David Har-
rington, Councilor Dexter Mc-
Namara, Councilor Michael Naga-
nashe, Councilor Julie Shananaquet

Absent:  Secretary Aaron Otto, 
Councilor Beatrice Law

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Don-
na Budnick, Legislative Services 
Attorney Donna Budnick, Enji-
naaknegeng General Counsel James 
Bransky, Legislative Offi  ce Admin-
istrative Assistant Tamara Kiogima, 
Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  cer 
Wesley Andrews 

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  
Present: Chairperson Regina Gas-
co-Bentley, Chief Financial Offi  cer 
Carrie Carlson, Tribal Administra-
tor Albert Colby Jr.

Judicial Branch: Chief Judge 
Allie Maldonado, Clerk Cynthia 
Brouckaert

Public: Angel Bernard, Ezra 
Bernard, Gavin Harrington

Invited Guests: Odawa Casino 
Resort: General Manager Eric Mc-
Lester, Chief Financial Offi  cer Rog-
er Borton, 

Motion made by Councilor 
Harrington and supported by Coun-
cilor Naganashe to adopt the agenda 
of November 5, 2015 as amended.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

Motion made by Council-
or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Harrington to approve 
the minutes of October 29, 2015 as 
corrected.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

9:22 p.m.-Tribal Court Update
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to acknowl-
edge receipt of the Tribal Court Up-
dates and the verbal report of Chief 
Judge Allie Maldonado as presented 
on November 5, 2015.    

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

10:34 a.m.-Break
10:52 a.m.-Resume
10:52 a.mm - Odawa Casino 

Resort Business Update-General 
Manager Eric McLester, and Chief 
Financial Offi  cer Roger Borton

10:57 a.m.  Motion made by 
Councilor McNamara and support-
ed by Councilor Bernard to go into 
closed session for confi dential busi-
ness matters.

Vote:  5-Yes, 1-No (Councilor 
Shananaquet), 0-Abstained, 2–Ab-
sent (Secretary Otto, Councilor 
Law) Motion carried.

12:04 p.m. Motion made by 
Councilor McNamara and support-
ed by Councilor Harrington to re-
turn to open session.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

12:04 p.m.-Public Comment 
Opened

Citizen Andrew Stich-Would 
like to thank Amber Holt for get-
ting extension for youth employ-
ees. Would’ve liked a new Treasurer 
elected.

12:05 p.m.-Public Comment 
Closed

Motion made by Council-
or McNamara and supported by 
Councilor Shananaquet to acknowl-
edge the Gaming Enterprise Board 
(GEB) 3rd quarter report of the Oda-
wa Casino Resort Business Update 
as presented by General Manager 
Eric McLester and Chief Financial 
Offi  cer Roger Borton on November 
5, 2015.

Vote:  5-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 3–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law, Councilor Har-
rington) 

Motion carried.
12:07 p.m.-Lunch
1:30 p.m.-Resume
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported 
by Treasurer Reyes to amend the 
agenda to include Appropriations 
and Finance Committee recom-
mendation to not approve: Tribal 
Resolution; Supplemental Funding 
in the amount of $64,000 for Burial 
Program.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

Executive Updates 
Discussion Items: Next 

Wednesday, Veterans Day, the Youth 
is having a pow-wow and would ap-
preciate Tribal Council attendance. 
Discussion on the direction of Oda-
wa Fisheries, Inc. Discussion on 
Policy and Procedures for the secu-
rity system.

Motion made by Council-
or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to acknowl-
edge receipt of the August Executive 
Offi  ce Report (EOR) and the verbal 
report of Chairperson Gasco-Bent-
ley and Tribal Administrator Albert 
Colby as presented on November 
11, 2015.    

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

Legislative Leader Report-Va-
cant 

Secretary Report-No Report
Th e following Tribal Council 

approved/adopted documents were 
delivered to the Executive which 
require Chairman’s approval and 
signature:  

Vetoes: None
Phone Polls:  None
Treasurer Report
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Harrington to accept 
Treasurer Reyes’ verbal report as 
presented on November 11, 2015.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried.

Tribal Council Reports- No 
Report

Tribal Council Travel Re-
ports-No Report 

Tribal Council Committee 
Reports: No Report

Appropriations and Finance 
Committee - No meeting since last 
Tribal Council meeting. FYI Next 
meeting will be on November 10, 
2015 at 1:00 pm in the Tribal Coun-
cil Chambers. 

Land and Reservation Com-
mittee- No meeting since last 
Tribal Council meeting. FYI Next 
meeting will be on November 17, 
2015 at 9:00 am in the Tribal Coun-
cil Chambers

Ethics Committee-No Report, 
No pending complaints

Action Items:
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor McNamara to table Leg-
islative Branch Operations Govern-
mental Employee Personnel Policies 
Handbook Revision.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) Motion carried. 

Motion made by Council-
or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to approve 
and authorize Secretary to endorse 
the Merrill Lynch Advisory Ser-
vices that appoints the investment 
advisor for the Tribal investments 
in accordance with the Investment 
Policy Statement.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

McNamara and supported by Coun-
cilor Shananaquet to approve and 
authorize Secretary Otto to sign the 
Merrill Lynch Investment Advisory 
Program Client Agreement.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Harrington to post to the 
Legislative Calendar Waganakising 
Odawak Statute Removal of Com-

missioners as sponsored by Secre-
tary Otto.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to acknowl-
edge receipt of the Executive nom-
inations of John Keshick III, Billy 
McNamara and Frederick Holdorph 
for the Natural Resource Commis-
sion and set up an interview.

Vote:  5-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstained 
(Councilor McNamara), 2–Absent 
(Secretary Otto, Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

McNamara and supported by Coun-
cilor Bernard to accept Marvin Mul-
holland’s letter of interest for the 
Gaming Enterprise Board and set 
up an interview.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

Naganashe and supported by Coun-
cilor Harrington to approve the in-

vitation letter to local government 
offi  cials for the open house sched-
uled for November 19, 2015 and 
authorize the Tribal Chair to sign it. 

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Councilor 

McNamara and supported by Coun-
cilor Shananaquet to approve Mary 
Kilmer to serve a 2 (two) year term 
on the Gaming Enterprise Board 
upon obtaining a Primary Gaming 
license from the Gaming Regulatory 
Commission.

Vote:  5-Yes, 0-No, 1-Abstained 
(Councilor Harrington), 2–Absent 
(Secretary Otto, Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Treasurer Reyes to not approve: 
Tribal Resolution; Supplemental 
Funding in the amount of $64,000 
for Burial Program for the reason 
that the Human Services Depart-
ment has suffi  cient funds in their 
2015 overall budget to cover the 
supplemental funding request.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Roll Call Votes:
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Harrington to pass Wa-
ganakising Odawak Statute Repeal 
of Waganakising Odawak Statute 
2010-007 Legal and Legislative 
Committee as sponsored by Coun-
cilor Shananaquet.

Roll Call: Councilor Ber-
nard-yes, Councilor Harrington-yes, 
Councilor Beatrice Law-absent, 
Councilor McNamara-yes, Council-
or Naganashe-yes, Councilor Sha-
nanaquet-yes, Secretary Otto-ab-
sent, Treasurer Reyes-yes

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  ce Reports:
Sr. Financial Analyst Report
Motion made by Councilor 

and supported by Councilor Naga-

nashe to accept Sr. Financial Ana-
lyst Stella Kay’s verbal and written 
report as presented on November 
5, 2015.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Legislative Services Attorney 

Report
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to accept Leg-
islative Services Attorney Budnick’s 
verbal and written report as pre-
sented on November 5, 2015.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
Enjinaaknegeng 
Motion made by Council-

or Shananaquet and supported by 
Councilor McNamara to accept 
General Counsel Bransky’s verbal 
report as presented on November 
5, 2015.

Vote:  6-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 2–Absent (Secretary Otto, 
Councilor Law) 

Motion carried.
2:50 pm-Break
3:12 pm-Resume
Legislative Offi  ce Manager
No report.
Other Items: None
Adjournment 
3:16 p.m. Motion made by 

Councilor McNamara and support-
ed by Councilor Bernard to adjourn 
meeting. 

Vote:  9-Yes, 0-No, 0-Ab-
stained, 0–Absent 

Motion carried.
Next Scheduled Meeting
November 19, 2015       
Please contact the Legislative 

Offi  ce at 231-242-1403, or 231-242-
1404 for additional updates and 
clarifi cations of these minutes as 
presented.

Th ese Minutes have been 
read and approved as written (or) 
corrected: (delete either the word 
“written” or “corrected” as pertains 
to how the minutes were approved.)

Aaron Otto, Tribal Council 
Secretary                    Date

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

January 5 Work Session
January 8 Council Meeting
January 19 Work Session
January 21 Council Meeting

February 2 Work Session
February 4 Council Meeting
February 16 Work Session
February 18 Council Meeting

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Aaron Wayne Otto, Legislative 
Leader
Marci Reyes, Treasurer
Dexter McNamara, Councilor
Julie Shananaquet, Councilor
Frank Bernard, Councilor
David Harrington, Councilor
Mike Naganashe, Councilor
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor

PUZZLE ON 
PAGE 10.
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and by hearing songs from the 
many various and talented drum 
groups across Turtle Island. We 
watch dancers and our little ones 
learn to imitate from them and 
develop styles of their own. 

David also says “Megwetch” 
to those countless elders who 
have stood up for their identi-
ty as well in a period in histo-
ry where all of that was taken 
away. All those who stood up for 
their language, clans, lands and 
means of making medicines and 
food and were proud to say they 
were Anishinabek inspired me 
to know who and what I am to-
day. “Kizhaay Anishinabe Niin” 
– I am a kind Anishinabe man. 

Joseph Boyden “Th e Oren-
da” quote

“What’s happened in the 
past can’t stay in the past for the 
same reason the future is just a 
breath away. Now what’s most 
important, Aataentsic says. Spir-
it can’t be lost, just misplaced. 
Th e past and the future are pres-
ent.” 

Courtesy photos.  

“Shananaquet” continued from page 1.

If you would like to be on the tribal governmental 
vendor list for providing goods or services to the LTBB 
government, please contact Mandy Szocinski at 231-
242-1439 or mszocinski@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. Please be 
prepared to provide the following information: Name, 
contact information, good/services you are providing 
and any additional information as required. Supporting 
our tribal businesses is our preference. Chi Miigwech!

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L  B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !
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LTBB Tribal Citizens Melissa Laughlin and 
Merle Carson recently took their oaths of offi  ce as 
members of the LTBB Election Board. 

Laughlin took hers from Chief Judge Allie 
Greenleaf Maldonado on December 2, 2015 in the 
LTBB Tribal Courtroom while Carson took his from 
Associate Judge John Lemire there on December 8, 
2015. 

Both are serving four-year terms.

Election Board members are nominated by the 
Executive and appointed by Tribal Council by a ma-
jority vote. 

Th e Election Board is an independent entity 
created by the LTBB Tribal Constitution. It conducts 
all general and special elections and adopts rules 
and regulations governing elections.

Courtesy photos.  

LTBB  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N S  A S S U M E  P O S I T I O N S  O N  T H E  LTBB  E L E C T I O N  B O A R D

Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians (NCAI) press release 
dated December 10, 2015. 

On the morning of Decem-
ber 10, 2015, President Barack 
Obama signed S. 1177, the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
into law. Th e ESSA is the reau-
thorization of the No Child Left  
Behind Act, which expired in 
2007, and includes several tribal 
provisions, including: 

• Native language immer-
sion programs in public schools;

• Authorization to promote 
tribal self-determination in ed-
ucation, improve the academic 
achievement of Native students 

and promote coordination and 
collaboration of Tribal Educa-
tion Agencies with State Educa-
tion Agencies (SEAs) and Local 
Education Agencies (LEAs); 

• Stronger consultation re-
quirements between SEAs/LEAs 
and tribes in the development of 
state plans for Title I grants and 
the design/development of pro-
grams under S. 1177; and

• From the Secretary of Ed-
ucation, outreach and technical 
assistance to encourage submis-
sions and assist eligible LEAs/
BIE schools with grant applica-
tions and improving implemen-
tation. 

Courtesy photo.  

P R E S I D E N T  O B A M A  S I G N S  S .  1 1 7 7 ,  T H E  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  S U C C E E D S 
A C T  I N T O  L A W

Northern Lakes Economic Alliance (NLEA) 
is excited to announce the availability of two, $500 
scholarships; one for a college student and one for 
a high school student who are enrolled in Manu-
facturing Technology, Computer Numeric Control 
(CNC) classes through North Central Michigan 
College in Petoskey, MI, in the winter 2016 semes-
ter. 

Th anks to a generous donation from Triune 
Specialty Trailer, the Madison Heights, MI, manu-
facturer of NCMC’s Fab Lab, students will be able to 
apply for scholarships to pay for their tuition in the 
CNC program.

Th ese new CNC classes off er instruction, uti-
lizing NCMC’s mobile Fab Lab. Th e Fab Lab has 
a CNC mill, CNC lathe, Computer Aided design 
(CAD) soft ware and 12 computer stations. College 
classes are off ered at NCMC’s Petoskey, MI, campus. 

In addition, the Fab Lab travels to Central Lake, 
MI, East Jordan, MI, Pellston, MI, and Boyne City, 
MI, high schools providing high school students 
CNC classes. High school students also receive col-
lege credit for the classes. Note the $500 scholarship 

for a high school student will actu-
ally be awarded to the high school 
in honor of one of their students 
since the school pays for the class 
and the student does not incur any 
costs.

Th ese classes prepare students 
for high-tech, high-paying manu-
facturing CNC operator and pro-
grammer jobs available through-
out Northern Michigan.  

Scholarship applications must 
be received by January 6, 2016, and the scholarship 
awards will be applied to CNC classes which begin 
in January 2016. 

We are hoping to expand this scholarship pro-
gram for the future. Our goal is area manufacturers 
and other organizations will contribute to the schol-
arship pool as they see these CNC scholarships as a 
tool to increase the skills needed to fi ll the high-tech 
jobs available in Northern Michigan.

To apply or for additional information, contact 
Sara Christensen at Northern Lakes Economic Al-
liance at sara@northernlakes.net or 231-582-6482.

(bullet) In addition to the NLEA scholarships, 
LTBB’s SEEDS CNC Program has other fi nancial 
assistance available. Interested parties can contact 
Shiloh Guarisco, SEEDS Project Director, at sguar-
isco@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or 231-242-1579 for infor-
mation.      

 Pictured left  to right in the courtesy photo are 
Tom Erhart, Entrepreneurship Director of the North-
ern Lakes Economic Alliance, and Pete Olson, Vice 
President of Academic Aff airs and Student Success of 
North Central Michigan College. 

S C H O L A R S H I P S  F O R  M A N U F A C T U R I N G  T E C H  S T U D E N T S  A V A I L A B L E , 
A P P L I C A T I O N S  D U E  B Y  J A N U A R Y  6 ,  2 0 1 6
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Native American author, poet, actor, musician 
and activist John Trudell walked on December 8, 
2015 at the age of 69. He passed away from cancer at 

his home in northern California. 
He was born February 15, 1946 in Omaha, NE. 

His father was Santee Sioux and his mother was 
Mexican. 

He grew up on the Santee Reservation in north-
ern Nebraska. He served in the U.S. Navy from 
1963-1967.

Trudell was one of the occupiers of Alcatraz 
Island from November 20, 1969 to June 11, 1970. 
He became the spokesperson for the group which 
called itself the United Indians of All Tribes, and he 
had a radio broadcast from Alcatraz called Radio 
Free Alcatraz. Th is occupation inspired the start of 
the Native American rights movement in the 1970s 
and the creation of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM). 

Trudell was the AIM national spokesperson 
from 1973-1979.  

He starred in several movies, including “Th un-
derheart” with Val Kilmer and “Smoke Signals” with 
Adam Beach, has released 14 albums and wrote 
three poetry books. 

Courtesy photo. 

N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  A U T H O R ,  P O E T ,  A C T O R ,  M U S I C I A N  A N D  A C T I V I S T 
J O H N  T R U D E L L ’ S  L I F E  A N D  L E G A C Y

Th is past July 2015, Chaney and Shaff er Moore 
of Mattawan, MI, sons of LTBB Tribal Citizen Lau-
rie Wilson-Moore and Scott Moore  of Mattawan, 
MI, and grandsons of  Doreen  Wilson of Eastport, 
MI,  were selected to  participate as percussion-
ists  with the Michigan Ambassadors of Music’s 
2015 European Tour. 

Both boys were nominated by their high school 
band directors  and embarked on a 16-day, sev-
en country European adventure along with  240 
other talented  Michigan high school  musicians, 
staff  and family members. Th ey  traveled by motor 

coach from London via the English Channel to Ger-
many, performing concerts  in  city  centers and ca-
thedrals  along the way.  Th ey performed concerts 
in London; Crans-Montana, Switzerland; Seefeld, 
Austria; and Rothenburg de Tauber, Germany. Oth-
er cities visited were  Windsor, Dover, Calais, Par-
is, Montreux, Zermatt,  Innsbruck, Venice, Dachau 
(Munich) and Frankfurt, Germany. 

Chaney is currently  a senior,  and  Shaff er  is a 
sophomore at Mattawan High School.

Courtesy photos. 

L T B B  D E S C E N D A N T S  C H A N E Y  A N D  S H A F F E R  M O O R E  P A R T  O F   M I C H I G A N 
A M B A S S A D O R S  O F  M U S I C ’ S  2 0 1 5  E U R O P E A N  T O U R
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Th anksgiving is a great time 
of year to refl ect back on what 
we are all thankful for. Th is year, 
I am thankful for Odawa Casino 
and all the Team Members who 
help make Odawa Casino a great 
place to work! I would also like 
to thank all Team Members who 
worked the Th anksgiving holi-
day; I appreciate your hard work 
and dedication!

Our fourth quarter Town-
Hall meeting was held last 
month, where Team Members 
were recognized for their out-
standing work and longevity. 
Prizes were also given away to 
those who attended the event. 
Th ree Team Members were 
recognized for their outstand-
ing work and were presented a 
quarterly SuperStar award. Ad-
ditionally, the Team Member 
and Supervisor of the Year were 
announced. I would like to again 
congratulate the Team Member 
of the Year, Iluminada Cunning-
ham, and the Supervisor of the 
Year, David Kenwabikise! Both 
Team Members were awarded 
a plaque and joined the Execu-
tive Team for dinner in the Sage, 
honoring their award. Th ere 
were fi ve Team Members rec-
ognized for fi ve years of service, 
one Team Member recognized 

for 10 years of service and fi ve 
Team Members recognized for 
15 years of service.

Please join us for a Night 
with the Stars on New Year’s Eve! 
All guests are invited to enjoy 
live music on the gaming fl oor 
beginning at 9 p.m., music in 
Ovation Hall at 10 p.m., a cham-
pagne toast in the Ozone at mid-
night and a breakfast buff et in 
the Waas No De from 12:30 a.m. 
to 3 a.m.!

Just a reminder Odawa Ca-
sino will be closed during the 
Christmas Holiday beginning 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 
2015 at 8 p.m. and reopening on 
Christmas Day, December 25, 
2015 at noon.

I hope you have a wonderful 
Christmas holiday! See you in 
the New Year!

Eric McLester, General 
Manager

O D A W A  C A S I N O  R E S O R T  U P D A T E

Yvonne has received multiple awards for her 
work. In 1992, she received a Michigan Heritage 
Award in recognition of her commitment to Oda-
wa heritage. In 2014, she received the NEA Nation-
al Heritage Fellow distinction, the nation’s highest 
honor for folk and traditional arts. Most recently, 
on November 10, 2015, she received the Woodrow 
“Woody” Crumbo Award from the Mitchell Mu-
seum of the American Indian in Evanston, IL, for 
exceptional contributions in the development and 
preservation of American Indian art. Her work 
is displayed throughout many private collections 
and also on permanent display in the Smithsonian 
National Museum of the American Indian and the 
MSU Museum. Yvonne has also worked hard to cat-
alog traditional designs and their lineage to preserve 
them for future generations. She also teaches classes 
in quillwork every year. 

It is a privilege to be able to spend time with 
Yvonne, whether she is teaching or just visiting. 
Even though she has a long list of awards and ac-

complishments, you fi nd a very kind and sweet lady 
who just wants to share her talent and encourage 
others to learn and work with their own strengths. 
She chooses to fi nd the positive in life and live in the 
here and now while honoring the past. One of her 
current joys is she is grooming and mentoring her 
daughter, Kim, also a LTBB Tribal Citizen, to con-
tinue this time honored tradition, so Kim can teach 
others in the future. 

I noticed as Kim worked with the children, she 
also has her mother’s kind teaching demeanor. Kim 
has also been working on developing her own style 
with the quillwork. She is the next generation and 
will share her own innovation and style into future 
quillwork. I look forward to seeing her fi nished 
pieces and their unique style. I have no doubt Kim 
will continue to do her mother proud.

For interviews of Yvonne Walker-Keshick, go to 
http://tinyurl.com/keshicknea, http://tinyurl.com/
keshickaward and http://tinyurl.com/keshicknmai.

Photos by Pre-Press Graphic Specialist Wendy 
Congdon. 

“Quillwork Tradition” continued from page 1.
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Michigan

December 31
Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa & Chippewa Indians 
Sobriety New Year’s Eve Pow 
Wow
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa
Acme, MI
Contact Information: Lisa 
Shawandase at 231-534-7090 or 
Lisa.Shawandase@gtbindians.
com

March 19-20
27th Annual Central Michigan 
University Pow Wow 
CMU Events Center
Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, MI

April 9-10
33rd Annual Pow Wow of Life

Jenison Fieldhouse
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI
Contact Information: Ashley 
Ryerse at ryerseas@gmail.com 

Minnesota

January 15
American Indian Magnet 
School Monthly Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN

February 12
American Indian Magnet 
School Monthly Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN

March 11
American Indian Magnet 
School Monthly Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN

April 29
Remember the Elders 
Traditional Pow Wow
Shakopee, MN
Contact Information: Maria at 
cermak26@gmail.com

Wisconsin

December 31
LCO New Year’s Pow Wow
Hayward, WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

December 31
Menominee New Year’s Pow 
Wow
Keshena, WI
Contact Information: 715-756-
2354 

On the Pow Wow Trail
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Editor’s note: Th e following is a National Na-
tive Network press release dated December 8, 2015. 

Th e National Native Network (NNN), under 
the brand Keep It Sacred, held its annual meeting in 
Sacramento, CA, on November 17-18, 2015. Repre-
sentatives from American Indian and Alaska Native 
(AI/AN) organizations across the U.S. along with 
government agencies met to discuss collaborative 
eff orts to reduce commercial tobacco use and can-
cer health disparities among AI/AN communities. 

Attendees represented the Inter-Tribal Council 
of Michigan, Inc. (ITC); the California Rural Indi-
an Health Board (CRIHB); the Great Plains Tribal 
Chairman’s Health Board (GPTCHB); SouthEast 
Alaska Regional Health Consortium (SEARHC); 
Native American Cancer Initiatives (NACI); Amer-
ican Indian Cancer Foundation (AICF); Michigan 
Public Health Institute (MPHI); and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

National Native Network Principle Investiga-
tor Noel Pingatore (ITC) presented on the network 
mission, objectives and progress made since ITC 
received the fi ve-year cooperative agreement from 
CDC in 2013. Th e group discussed and planned 
goals for the current and future years’ work. 

“Th is was a very productive meeting, and we 
are grateful for the vast knowledge and expertise 
among our partner agencies,” said Pingatore. “Lin-
da Burhansstippanov, a member of our cancer ad-
visory committee, provided excellent information 
that will keep the tools and resources developed by 
the network in line with the professional detail and 
quality that we are working toward. It was great to 
share the status of our progress toward objectives. 
Th e network continues to gain momentum and is 
right on track to meet our deliverables which pro-
vide excellent tools and resources specifi c to tribes 
and tribal agencies working to address commercial 
tobacco and cancer prevision and control.” 

Th e National Native Network provides tools 
and resources to public health professionals work-
ing for and with tribes and tribal agencies across the 
U.S. Examples of resources include sample policies 
and toolkits designed to link clinic patients to com-
munity based health prevention programs and ser-
vices, and guidance on working with State Cancer 
Registries to provide tribal leaders with tribal spe-
cifi c cancer profi les. 

Edy Rodewald talked about SEARHC’s strong 
presentations on behalf of the NNN at national 

and regional conferences and trainings, success in 
improving cancer screening rates, and increases in 
smoke free policies across Alaska Native tribes and 
tribal clinics. 

Richard Mousseau talked about GPTCHB’s 
work with adapting screening and treatment guide-
lines for regional tribes, the NNN collaborative 
poster presentation on colon cancer outreach and 
success in obtaining funding for a new colon cancer 
screening program. 

Chris Cooper talked about signifi cant progress 
in working with the State of California’s Compre-
hensive Cancer Control Program made possible by 
CHRIB’s role on the NNN and work with the sup-
port of CDC Project Offi  cer Ena Wanliss. 

Mike Willette (ITC) presented on NNN media 
outreach and platforms, ways to increase engage-
ment across platforms, and the importance and 
methods for partner sharing of media resources. 
Josh Mayo presented on the upcoming NNN pod-
cast series, which will be made available at www.
KeepItSacred.com soon.

Cancer Advisory Committee member Linda 
Burhansstippanov, from Native American Cancer 
Initiatives, presented the latest research and infor-
mation on tobacco related cancer screening and 
treatment options, including vaccines as well as AI/
AN public health program evaluation. Th e group 
discussed the network’s role in documenting and 
promoting evidence based, best and promising 
practices. Fellow Committee member Kris Rhodes 
presented on the American Indian Cancer Founda-
tion’s work and resources for cancer prevention and 
control in Native communities. 

All NNN partners agreed on the need to con-
tinue promoting the work of tribes and tribal orga-
nizations in commercial tobacco control and cancer 
prevention and control across Indian country. Th e 
NNN looks to increase engagement in all regions of 
the United States, and specifi cally, in the Southeast 
and the Southwest. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, American Indians/Alaska Natives 
have a higher risk of experiencing tobacco-related 
disease and death due to high prevalence of cigarette 
smoking and other commercial use. American Indi-
an/Alaska Native youth and adults have the highest 
prevalence of cigarette smoking among all racial/
ethnic groups in the U.S. Quitting rates are relatively 
low among American Indians/Alaska Natives com-
pared to other racial/ethnic groups according to the 
CDC. 

More information is available at www.KeepItSa-
cred.org. Th e NNN can be liked at www.Facebook.
com/KeepItSacred and can be followed on Twitter 
@KeepItSacred.

Courtesy graphic. 

N A T I O N A L  N A T I V E  N E T W O R K  A D V A N C E S  E F F O R T S  T O  I M P R O V E  T H E 
H E A L T H  O F  N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N S

Editor’s note: Th e following is a Saginaw Chip-
pewa Indian Tribe of Michigan press release dated 
December 1, 2015. 

Th e Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribal Coun-
cil Elect was sworn in today, Tuesday, December 
1, 2015 at the December General Council Meet-
ing. Judge Patrick Shannon administered the Oath 
of Offi  ce to each Tribal Council member and then 
opened the fl oor for nominations for Tribal Chief. 
Frank Cloutier was voted in and will serve as the 
newly elected Chief of the Saginaw Chippewa Indi-
an Tribe. 

Secret ballots were cast, and the following in-
dividuals were elected for the following positions: 

Sub-Chief – Brent Jackson; Treasurer – Gayle Ruhl 
and Secretary – Michelle Colwell. Th ese individu-
als make up the four positions of Executive Tribal 
Council. Ronald Ekdahl was elected as the Sergeant-
At-Arms, and Diana Quigno-Grundahl was elected 
as Chaplain. Candace Benzinger, Tim Davis, Lindy 
Hunt, Amanda Oldman, Ron Nelson (District II 
Representative) and Kenny Sprague are the other 
elected Tribal Council members.    

“It is truly an honor to be selected to serve as 
Tribal Chief for my Anishinaabe Tribal community. 
I will do everything in my power to ensure we all 
collectively work for what is in the best interest of 
the Tribe,” stated Tribal Chief Frank Cloutier.

Courtesy photo.   

S A G I N A W  C H I P P E W A  I N D I A N  T R I B E ’ S  N E W L Y  E L E C T E D  O F F I C I A L S
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By Rick Smith

Editor’s note: Th e following article and photo-
graph appeared in Win Awenen Nisitotung, the offi  -
cial newspaper of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chip-
pewa Indians, on October 16, 2015 and is reprinted 
here by permission.  

Joseph Nolan, an elder of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians, retired on August 28 af-
ter working for 33 years as a sanitation construction 
engineering technician with the Indian Health Ser-
vice (IHS). During his tenure, Nolan traveled around 
Michigan serving all seven federally recognized 
tribes in the state. Specifi cally, Nolan was involved 
in evaluations and inspections of wells and septic in-
stallations for tribes, whether on or off  reservations.

His colleagues off ered Nolan a plaque upon his 
retirement. Th e plaque reads, “Presented to Joseph 
A. Nolan, Engineering Technician — In sincere ap-
preciation for 33 years of dedicated service to the In-
dian people of the Bemidji Area. From your friends 
and co-workers throughout the Bemidji Area Indian 
Health Service. We’ll miss you. August 28, 2015.” Th e 
IHS Bemidji Area covers fi ve Midwest states, includ-
ing Michigan.

Nolan was born and raised in Sault Ste. Marie 
and graduated from Sault High. He worked a num-
ber of jobs around the town before he acquired an 
Associate degree from Dunwoody Institute in Min-
neapolis, MN, which he says helped him when he 
applied for an engineering technician position with 
IHS.

 Courtesy photo. 

S A U L T  T R I B A L  E L D E R  J O S E P H  N O L A N  R E T I R E S  A F T E R  3 3  Y E A R S 
W I T H  I N D I A N  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E

Editor’s note: Th e following 
is a Northern Shores Commu-
nity Development, Inc. (NSCD) 
press release dated December 7, 
2015. 

Northern Shores Commu-
nity Development, Inc. is broad-
ening its support to all Native 
farmers and ranchers located in 
Michigan. Th is service will as-
sist Native farmers, agricultural 
growers and ranchers in Michi-
gan in providing technical assis-
tance in identifying additional 
funding sources to increase their 
capacity to grow, maintain and 
increase their ranch, agri-busi-
ness or small farm. 

“Th ere are grants out there 
right now that will assist our 
community, and time is limit-

ed to apply,” states NSCD Ex-
ecutive Director Tim LaCroix. 
“Although we do not have ad-
ditional capital to provide more 
farm loans this year, we are en-
couraged that there are grants 
and other funding sources avail-
able for our tribal community, 
and we can assist you in helping 
identify those funding sources.”

LaCroix continued, “Our 
tribal community has a histo-
ry of farming; for example, my 
great grandfather owned and op-
erated a dairy farm in Charlev-
oix County (Michigan). It was 
called Hillside Farms, and my 
great grandfather and his sons 
would deliver dairy products lo-
cally. Th is proud tradition is not 
only with my family, but many 
families locally and throughout 
Michigan.”

If you are interested in ob-
taining information concern-
ing potential grants or funding 
sources for your farm, ranch or 
agri-business, please contact us 
at 231-347-6753 or by writing 
to us at Northern Shores Com-
munity Development, Inc., 1131 
West Conway Road, Harbor 
Springs, MI 49740.

If you are interested in our 

artisan loans up to $1,500 with 
generous terms, please contact 
us. 

For further information 
about this program or our En-
ergy Effi  cient Loan Program or 
fi nancing of new and existing 
businesses, please contact NSCD 
at 231-347-6753 to discuss fi -
nancing options for your arti-
san, appliance or business loan 
needs. You can also visit us at 
1131 W. Conway Road, Harbor 
Springs, MI 49740. Our hours of 
operation are from 8:30 a.m. – 
4:30 p.m. Monday – Friday.

Our service area for appli-
ance, artisan loans and F.A.R.M 
Program Loans (when available) 
is the entire State of Michigan. 
Business loans include the fol-
lowing counties: Alcona, Alpe-
na, Antrim, Arenac, Bay, Benzie, 
Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Clare, 
Crawford, Emmet, Gladwin, 
Grand Traverse, Iosco, Isabella, 
Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, Man-
istee, Mason, Mecosta, Midland, 
Missaukee, Montmorency, Ne-
waygo, Oceana, Ogemaw, Os-
ceola, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque 
Isle, Roscommon and Wexford 
in the Lower Peninsula of Mich-
igan.

NSCD Board Members are 
Laura L. Blumberg (Chair), Pat 
Dyer- Deckrow (Vice Chair), 
Kent Bartell (Treasurer), Steve 
Sochay (Secretary), Patrick 
Schmidt and Harley Luplow.

NSCD does not discrimi-
nate within its charter  defi ned 
target market in providing ser-
vices to individuals or businesses 
on the basis of real or perceived 
race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, veteran status, na-
tional origin, age, marital status, 
family status, physical or mental 
disability or any other charac-
teristics protected by federal or 
tribal laws.

Photo courtesy of the LaC-
roix family with express permis-
sion to use this photo for this ar-
ticle only.

N O R T H E R N  S H O R E S  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T ,  I N C .  A N N O U N C E S 
T E C H N I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E  F O R  N A T I V E  F A R M I N G ,  A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D 
R A N C H I N G  I N  M I C H I G A N  ( F . A . R . M . )  P R O G R A M

Pictured above is Vivin LaCroix delivering dairy products locally 
in the very early 1900s using one of his father’s (Ben LaCroix’s) 
delivery wagons. Th eir logo was on the side of all of their delivery 
wagons. 
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Birthdays BirthdaysBirthdays

Happy birthday to my Mom, 
who loves me even though I 
stalk her all the time and pluck 
my feathers.  Have a great  day! 
Love, Crackers. 

Happy birthday to my 
grandmother, Irene Petos-
key.  Th ank you for all the love 
and support you have given me, 
you are a special person and de-
serve the best. Love, Michael.

Happy birthday to our Dad, 
Michael Sutton, on January 6th. 
We hope your birthday is as 
wonderful as you are.  We love 
you lots.  Collin, Braden and 
Kaitlynn Sutton. 

Happy birthday wishes to 
our New Year’s birthday girl. 
Glenda Naganashe is celebrat-
ing on January 1st. We hope you 
enjoy your day. Love much, Th e-
resa, Carter & Grayson.

Happy birthday on January 
6th to our son, Michael Sut-
ton.  We are proud of the son, 
father and brother you have be-
come. Hope your day is as spe-
cial as you are.  Love, Mom and 
Dad.  

Happy birthday Mom. Hope 
you get lots of treats on your spe-
cial day. Love, Peekachoo. 

Wishing my wife a very 
happy birthday on January 16. 
Love you always, wifey. 

Happy birthday to my 
Mom, who will turn 90 on Jan-
uary 8th.  I hope your day is as 
special as you are. Love, Marcia.

Happy 18th birthday on Jan-
uary 21 to my beautiful daugh-
ter, Tia Hart. I’m very proud of 
you. Love, Mom.

Happy birthday on January 
8th to GG Petoskey.  We Love 
you to the moon and back. Col-
lin, Braden and Kaitlynn Sutton.

Deborah Ann Martin, 63

Deborah Ann Martin of Es-
canaba, MI, began her journey 
and walked on December 1st, 
2015, surrounded by her loved 
ones. She was born August 25, 
1952 in Charlevoix, MI, to Wil-
liam Smith and Lorraine Feath-
ers. She attended and graduated 
from East Ridge High School in 
Kankakee, IL. She married Steve 
Wiatrolik in November 1970 
and had four children; Michael, 
Brian, Jeff rey and Melissa. Later 
in life, she continued her edu-
cation at Bay Mills Community 
College and graduated with a 
Business degree in May 1985. 
She was passionate about educa-
tion and teaching the Native lan-
guage. Deborah was a member 
of the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians and was very 
involved in the early stages of 

development. On July 7, 1998, 
Deborah was remarried to her 
beloved husband, Gerald Mar-
tin, in Escanaba, MI, where they 
made a life together. Her great-
est joy was spending time with 
her dear family and friends. She 
was very traditional in the Na-
tive American culture and was 
proud to have her children and 
grandchildren learn about the 
culture through song and lan-
guage. She loved to make black 
ash and quill boxes, collect light-
houses and venture out resale 
shopping. Deborah  had a huge 
heart and never turned anyone 
away for any reason. She will be 
deeply missed by many. Deb-
orah is survived by her loving 
husband, Gerald Martin; broth-
er, Gilbert (Maryland); sisters, 
Kelly and Faye; sons, Michael 
(Bethany), Brian (Krissy), Jef-
frey (Kara) and Jesse; daughter, 
Melissa; grandchildren, Klayton, 
Kelsey, Jeff rey, Jr., Jaelynn, Ali-
cia, Jordan, Austin, Jasmine, Mi-
chael, Jr., Tyler, Kaila and Brian; 
great-grandchild, Alexandria; 
special friends, Beatrice Jack-
son, Mike Smith and Tammy 
Okuly; numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and close friends. 
She was preceded in death by 
her father and mother, William 
and Lorraine Smith, Aunt Lucy 
Feathers Smith and brother, Bri-
an Smith.

Walking On...






