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What’s Inside

Th is newsletter is published by the LTBB of Odawa Indians, 7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740. 
We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space and content.
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By Annette VanDeCar, Com-
munications Coordinator 

With the recent election of Re-
gina Gasco-Bentley as LTBB Tribal 
Chair, the LTBB Tribal Council de-
clared a vacancy on Tribal Council at 
its September 15, 2016 meeting.

As the Legislative Leader on 
Tribal Council, Gasco-Bentley had 
been fi lling the Tribal Chair posi-
tion temporarily since November 
18, 2014 aft er a special recall election 
held on November 17, 2014 removed 
Fred Kiogima from the Tribal Chair 
position and removed Deb DeLeon 
from the Vice Chair position. 

With the simultaneous vacancy 
in both the Chair and Vice Chair po-
sitions, the Legislative Leader serves 
as the Chair until a special election 
can be held to fi ll the remaining terms 
per Article XIII Recall, Removal and 
Vacancies in the LTBB Constitution. 

While Gasco-Bentley was tem-
porarily fi lling the Tribal Chair po-
sition, she was not considered a part 
of Tribal Council, however, Tribal 
Council could not declare a vacancy 
until aft er the special general elec-

tion. Had Gasco-Bentley not been 
elected as Tribal Chair, she would 
have returned to Tribal Council to 
serve the remainder of her term. 

Letters of interest and resumes 
for the vacancy on Tribal Council 
were due on October 3, 2016 with 
nine interviews being conducted by 
Tribal Council on October 4, 2016 
during a work session. Of the nine 

LTBB Tribal Citizens interviewed, 
Emily Proctor was appointed by 
Tribal Council to fi ll the vacancy af-
ter an 8-0 vote at the October 6, 2016 
Tribal Council meeting.  

On October 20, 2016, Proctor 
took her oath of offi  ce from Chief 
Judge Allie Greenleaf Maldona-
do and is serving the remainder of 

E M I L Y  P R O C T O R  A S S U M E S  T H E  F I N A L  P O S I T I O N  O N  T R I B A L  C O U N C I L ,  F I L L I N G  T H E 
V A C A N C Y  C R E A T E D  W I T H  T H E  E L E C T I O N  O F  T R I B A L  C H A I R  R E G I N A  G A S C O - B E N T L E Y

Seated left  to right are Treasurer Marci Reyes, Secretary Julie Shananaquet, 
Councilor Beatrice A. Law and Councilor Emily Proctor. Standing left  to right 
are Councilor Mike Naganashe, Councilor Dexter McNamara, Councilor 
David Harrington, Councilor Frank Bernard and Legislative Leader Aaron 
Wayne Otto. Photo by Communications Coordinator Annette VanDeCar. 

Submitted by the LTBB Tribal Council 

Our Tribe, the Waganakising Odawa, or Little 
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, has resided 
in villages along Little Traverse Bay for many cen-
turies before the arrival of the fi rst Europeans. We 
have always forged friendships and governmental 
partnerships with those who later arrived in this 
area, and will always seek to do so for the good of all 
people, land, water, plants and wildlife within our 
native home.

Th e sovereign rights of Indian tribes, and gov-
ernment-to-government relationships between 
Tribes, the United States, State and local govern-
ments is in no way outside of the law, but fi rmly 
grounded in the United States Constitution, the 
backbone of the country’s organization and gover-
nance.  Th e Supremacy Clause in Article VI binds 
all within the United States to a common rule of law, 
and says:

Th is Constitution, and the Laws of the United 
States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; 
and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, un-
der the Authority of the United States, shall be the 
supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every 
State shall be bound thereby, any Th ing in the Con-
stitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary not-
withstanding. 

Th e Treaties entered into between the United 

States and our Tribe in 1836 and 1855 are the “su-
preme Law of the Land.” Th e Treaties embody sa-
cred promises between the Tribe and United States. 
Th e Tribes’ promises included ceding 14,000,000 
acres of land to the United States, almost half of the 
area that became the State of Michigan in 1837. Th e 
central promise made to the Tribe was a permanent 
homeland on a Reservation designated in the Trea-
ties. Our lawsuit in Federal Court does not threaten 
any land owner’s title or seek to supplant county, 
township or municipal governments. Th e lawsuit 
only asserts that the promises made in the Treaty 
be upheld by recognition of the Treaty Reservation 
boundary.

On September 21, 1994, the United States en-
acted a “Law of the United States” that reaffi  rmed 
the federally recognized status of our Tribe, noting 
that our status never legally disappeared. Since its 
reaffi  rmation, the Tribe has become the second 
largest employer in the region with about 750 em-
ployees in its governmental and enterprise oper-
ations. We have funded 25 county and city road 
improvements, worked cooperatively with local 
governments, agencies, schools and conservancies 
on a wide variety of law enforcement, educational 
and environmental protection matters, and made 
$17,855,232.17 in direct payments from gaming 
revenues to local governments. From tourism strat-

T R I B E ,  T R E A T Y ,  L A W  A N D  L A N D  

By Sean Miller

Editor’s note: Th e following article and accompany-
ing courtesy photo appeared in the Petoskey News-Review 
on November 7, 2016, and they are reprinted here with 
permission. 

Both members of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians as well as non-tribal members from local 
communities have united together to join a protest against 
the Dakota Access Pipeline that would run through tribal 
burial grounds in North Dakota and South Dakota.

According to the Energy Transfer Partners website, 
www.daplpipelinefacts.com, the Dakota Access Pipeline 
is a new 1,172-mile pipeline that will connect the Bakken 
and Th ree Forks production areas in North Dakota to Pa-
toka, Illinois.

Th e website also claims that the pipeline will enable 
domestically produced light sweet crude oil from North 
Dakota to reach major refi ning markets in a more direct, 
cost-eff ective, safer and environmentally responsible 
manner.

L O C A L  T R I B A L  A N D  N O N - T R I B A L 
C I T I Z E N S  U N I T E  A G A I N S T  D A K O T A 
A C C E S S  P I P E L I N E

“Citizens Unite” continued on page 22.

“Treaty” continued on page 22.

“Council” continued on page 22.
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Being Odawa is all about Freedom

Th e freedom to be a part of a people, who with integrity and pride, still have and speak our language. Th e freedom in 
common with all other Odawak the customs, culture and spirituality of our ancestors. Th e freedom we have today we will 
bring to the future through unity, education, justice, communication and planning. We will reach out to the next seven 
generations by holding to cultural values of Wisdom, Love, Respect, Bravery, Honesty, Humility and Truth. We will utilize 
our tribal assets to provide the necessary tools to become successful, hard-working community members who proudly 
represent our culture. With these values we will move the tribe forward.

Anishinaabemowin Interpretation of the LTBB Mission Statement
Dbendiziwin aawan maanda Odawa aaw’iing. Geyaabi gdaa’aana miinawa gda’nwemi. Anishnaabemowin, maanda 

egishkaago’iing dbendiziwin ebidgwasiing mnaadendiziwin miinwa wiimnaaadendiziyin. Gdabendaanaa dbendiziwin 
kina gwaya Odawak nasaap eyaamjik, maanda naakniewinan, maadiziwin miinwa mnidoowaadziwin gaanaaniigaaniijik 
debendamowaad. Maanda dbendiziwin eyaamiing nangwa, gaanamaajiidona niigaan ezhi bezhigoyiing, kinomaadwin, 
dbakinigewin, giigidowin miinwa naakinigewin. Gaazhiibiignaketaanaa maanda niizhwaachiing bimaadziwin waabii’aa-
migak mjignamiing ninda mnomaadiziwinan echipiitendaakin: nbwaakaawin, zaagidwin, mnaadendmowin, aakde’ew-
in, gwekwaadiziwin, dbaadendiziwin miinwa debwewin. Ganakaazinaa ninda gdabendaaswinaanin, jimiigwe’iing na-
kaazwinan jimnomewzi’iing, enitaanokiijik maampii Anishiabek enaapshkaamwaad maanda gbimaadziwinaa. Ninda 
eyaamiing echipiitendaakin, miigo kina gwaya maampii enjibaad jiniigaanibizad.

Th e Communications Department welcomes submissions for our “Lines From Our Membership” section of the newsletter, 
but we cannot run anything political in nature or expressing an opinion due to a long-standing department policy. Because we have 
a newsletter and not a newspaper, we do not have an editorial page. We reserve the right to edit any material submitted for space 
and content.

Th e deadline for the January 2017 issue of Odawa Trails is November 28, 2016.
You can e-mail or call your submissions in to newsletter@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov or call them in at 231-242-1427 or 231-242-

1429. Please only call in your submissions if they are short. We also welcome comments, suggestions and story ideas.

Tribal Telephone Directory 
and Website Information

 LTBB Governmental Website          www.ltbbodawa-nsn.gov 
Odawa Trails Website           www.odawatrails.com

 Beverly Wemigwase, Receptionist 231-242-1400
             1-866-652-5822

Tribal Administration
242-1400

Tribal Council/Legislative Offi  ce
1-866-972-0077

Tamara Kiogima, 
Administrative Assistant 

242-1403

Tribal Chairman’s Offi  ce
Julie Janiskee, Administrative 

Assistant
242-1401

Accounting Department
Noel Bush, Assistant

242-1440

Mandy Szocinski, Contracts
242-1439

Archives, Records and 
Repatriation Department

Eric Hemenway,
Director
242-1527

Commerce Department
Th eresa Keshick,

Assistant
242-1584

Communications Department
Annette VanDeCar,

Coordinator
242-1427

Wendy Congdon,
Pre-Press Graphic Specialist

242-1429

Elders Department
Yarrow Young,

Administrative Assistant
242-1423

Enrollment Department
Linda Gokee, 

Administrative Assistant/
Genealogist

242-1521

Facilities & Safety Department
242-1400

Education Department
Tammy Gasco, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1480

Gijigowi Anishinaabemowin 
Language Department

Carla Osawamick, Director
242-1454

GIS Department
Alan Proctor, 

Director
242-1597

Grant Writer
Amber Holt

242-1400

Alison Simon
242-1400

Health Department
242-1611

Health Clinic
242-1700

Health
242-1600

Community Health  
(Transportation)

242-1601

Dental Clinic
242-1740

Maternal Child 
Health Outreach

242-1614

Diane Bott, 
Healthy Heart Specialist

242-1615

Housing Department
Melissa Wiatrolik, 

Administrative Assistant
242-1540

Human Resources 
Department
Dorla Field,

Administrative Assistant
242-1555

Human Services Department 
Tammy Barnadyn,

Administrative Assistant 
242-1621

Law Enforcement 
Department
Tribal Police

242-1500

Legal Department
Su Lantz, 
Assistant
242-1407

MIS Department
Mark Tracy, 

Director
242-1531

Natural Resource 
Department

Debra Smithkey-Browne,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1670

Planning, Zoning and
 Building Department

Shari Temple,
Administrative Assistant

242-1581

Amanda Swiss,
Interim Director/Transportation 

Planner
242-1508

Substance Abuse/
Mental Health Department

Pat Boda,
 Administrative Assistant

242-1640

Brenda Schoolcraft , 
Offi  ce/Intake Coordinator

242-1642

Tribal Court/Peacemaking
Program
242-1462

Tribal Prosecutor’s Offi  ce
Celestine Petoskey, 

Offi  ce Manager
242-1475

Youth Services Department
Tina Dominic, Coordinator 

242-1593

Annette VanDeCar
Communicatons 

Coordinator
231-242-1427

Wendy Congdon
Pre-Press Graphic 

Specialist
231-242-1429
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With November nearly 
over now, it was great to see all 
the families participating in the 
Ghost Suppers. 

We started November with 
our new Direct Services Admin-
istrator Phil Harmon starting on 
November 7. Phil oversees all 
of the departments that provide 
direct services to our tribal citi-
zens. Th e indirect departments 
report directly to the Vice Chair 
Stella Kay. Please see the report-
ing structure attached to the Ex-
ecutive Directive. Both accom-

pany this article.
Also in November, the Vice 

Chair and I traveled to various 
meetings both nationally and lo-
cally on behalf of the tribe. Our 
Vice Chair testifi ed and brought 
forth LTBB’s concerns on En-
bridge Line 5 at the National 
Congress of American Indians. 
Th e State and Tribal Summit 
took place in Lansing, MI, and 
we were able to discuss funding 
in regards to childcare and emer-
gency management in regards 
to Line 5. At the United Tribes 
meeting, our Education Direc-
tor, Jannan Cotto, gave a nice 
presentation on the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Acts and how the 
state must consult with tribes on 
the State of Michigan standards. 

December looks to be an-
other busy month. Our Archives 
and Records expansion  is com-
ing along nicely, we plan to have 
substantial completion by the 
fi rst week of December. Th e Ar-
chives and Records expansion is 

a great place for our historical 
records, land documents and a 
space to document our history.    

We have several tribal citi-
zens who have taken time to go 
be with our friends and family 
out at Standing Rock.  We as a 
tribe have donated to the legal 
fund that has been set up and 
sent a letter of support. We stand 
with Standing Rock.  

Our Vice Chair continues 
to work at ways to improve food 
distribution on Indian reser-
vations. She will be traveling to 
work with the USDA on cultur-
ally relevant food and using Na-
tive vendors.   

As always, I hope you are 
blessed with continued safety 
and success and are able to enjoy 
your holidays. Don’t forget, we 
are hosting the children’s Winter 
Solstice Party on December 17 at 
the LTBB Governmental Center 
in Harbor Springs, MI. We look 
forward to a new year with much 
planned success. 

F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E

If you would like to be on the tribal governmental 
vendor list for providing goods or services to the LTBB 
government, please contact Mandy Szocinski at 231-
242-1439 or mszocinski@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov. Please be 
prepared to provide the following information: Name, 
contact information, good/services you are providing 
and any additional information as required. Supporting 
our tribal businesses is our preference. Chi Miigwech!

A T T E N T I O N  T R I B A L  B U S I N E S S E S /E N T R E P R E N E U R S !
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Christmas Coloring Contest Rules
• Age categories are 3-7 and 8-12.
• Limit one submission per child.
• All entries must be the original size.
• Open to LTBB Community Citizens.
• Entries can only be submitted by snail mail
or dropped off  at the LTBB Governmental Center,
7500 Odawa Circle, Harbor Springs, MI 49740. No

exceptions!
• All mailed entries must be postmarked by
December 5, 2016. No exceptions!
Submissions judged by Communications/Odawa
Trails staff  with three winners being selected in each 

age category. 
Each winner will receive a prize!

Crayons ✳ Markers ✳ Paint ✳ Stickers ✳ Colored Pencils ✳ Glitter ✳ You choose!

• All letters must 
be handwritten by the 
child.

• All mailed entries 
must be postmarked 
by December 5, 2016. 
No exceptions!

• Entries can only 
be submitted by snail 
mail or dropped off  at 
the LTBB Governmen-
tal Center (address be-
low). No exceptions!

• Limit one sub-
mission per child.

• Open to LTBB 
Community Citizens 
ages 10 and younger.

• Submissions 
judged by Communi-
cations/Odawa Trails 
staff  with the top three 
letters to be published 
in the January issue of 
Odawa Trails.

• Please provide a 
phone number where 
you can be contacted if 
you are selected as one 
of the winners.

Each winner will 
receive a prize!

Mailing Address:
Letters to Santa 

Contest
Attn: LTBB Com-

munications Depart-
ment

7500 Odawa Circle
Harbor Springs, 

MI 49740

Letters 
to Santa 
Contest 
Rules
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December Elders Birthdays
December 1
Howard Scott
Danon Ervick

Doreen Wilson
Michael Dominic

December 2
Wayne Glazier

Pamela Feldstein

December 3
Rhonda Babcock

Kemo Smith

December 4
Vera Olsen

Virginia Sherwood
Carl Strate, Sr.

Dolphus Delmas, Sr.
Geri Wieseler

Roger Wemigwase
Roberta Hinmon

December 5
Connie Didomenico

Yvonne Salgat

December 6
Marcelino Bernard, Jr.
Donna VanderHyde

James Shomin

December 7
Yvonne Keshick
Louise Amato

Florence Indelicato
Mel Cripps

Karen Brosseau
James Minor

December 8
Archie Kiogima, Jr.

Linda Smith

December 9
Bonnie Ramirez
Teresa Seume

Kathleen Mobley
Jon Kilborn

Samuel Worthington

December 10
Nathaniel Chingwa

Marvin Sebeck

December 11
Carol Hellmer

Floyd Harrington, Jr.
Wesley Andrews
Leonard Emery

Ronald Noack, Jr.

December 12
Teresa Schulz

Alice Yellowbank

December 13
Kenneth Gibson

Robin Sloan
Deborah Root
Stephen Minor

Ronald Davenport
Arthur LeClear

December 14
Erlene Futrel
Barbara King
Mary Forbes
Freida Carroll

Sherry Shananaquet

December 16
Shirley Eaves 
Sharon Curran
Nancy Bennett

Patricia Chagoya
Lisa Bartels

December 17
Patricia Weber

Anna Bixler
Gloria Miles
Scott Keway

December 18
Allan Voisard

December 19
Shirley Davis
Alice Liebgott
Jesse Hansen
Joseph Keller

December 20
Gaila Carpenter

Duane Cutler
Thomas Adams, Jr.

Mary Brewer

December 21
Byron Pliler

Richard Andrews

December 22
Patricia Dehainey

James Kagabitang, Jr.
Jack Ross
Anita Coss

Donald Chippewa, Sr.

December 23
Carol Feathers

Robert Devernay

December 24
Patrick Boda

Roger Smith, Sr.
Leon Trueblood
Ronnie Head

December 25
Paula Hall

Marilyn Muskovin
Raphael Gasco

Christina O’Banion

December 26
Allen Gasco

Elizabeth Keller
David Paul

Jean Ansorge
George Sandoz

Janice Shackleford
Daniel Root

Laura Burroughs

December 27
Michael Chisholm

Robert Boda
Christine Sevener

Levi Walker, Jr.

December 28
Christine Russell

December 29
Deloise Mitchell

December 30
William King

Shirley Adkins

December 31
Marie Simmons
Ella Petoskey

Submitted by Conservation Offi  cer Roger Willis

LTBB’s Natural Resource Conservation Offi  -
cers along with Tribal Police Offi  cers conducted our 
annual Hunter Safety and Bow Safety classes. Every 
year, our departments come together and off er these 

required courses. Hunter Safety is a required safe-
ty course all hunters must complete. Today, hunt-
er safety education programs are about more than 
safety. Th ey have been expanded to produce respon-
sible, knowledgeable and involved hunters; hunters 
who understand the importance of complying with 
hunting laws and behaving ethically.  

Additionally, those who attend this safety 
course are also tested on and receive their Inter-
national Bow Education Program (IBEP) Certifi -
cation. Although this certifi cation currently is not 
required within our state, it is required in others as 
well as internationally. While basic hunter educa-
tion courses include archery and bow hunting, the 
IBEP provides more in-depth skill information to 
help you become a more eff ective and responsible 
bow hunter.

Th e class has been a success. LTBB Conser-

H U N T E R  S A F E T Y  2 0 1 6

“Hunter Safety” continued on page 6.
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Submitted by Conservation Offi  cer Tim Mal-
lory

 
LTBB Natural Resource Department Conserva-

tion Offi  cers assisted in the annual youth deer hunt 
on October 22, 2016 with success.

We had a good group of young men with their 
fathers mentoring them during the hunt. We had 
one successful young hunter harvest a nice seven 
point buck (picture below). It is our goal with these 
events to get our young people active and excited in 
the outdoors and all the Creator has made. 

If you have a young person in your life who is 
curious about participating in our outdoor youth 
events or already has an interest in the outdoors, we 

would highly encourage getting them involved and 
participating in our youth events. If you can’t attend 
the event with your young person as a mentor, our 
Natural Resource Department staff  volunteer their 
time to mentor the youth during the hunt. All youth 
are required to have a mentor with them while in 
the fi eld. Furthermore, fi rearms can be provided to 
the youth for the hunt; we just ask you to inform 
the Natural Resource Department staff  if a fi rearm 
is needed for your young person.

Th e Ziibimijwang property off  of Gill Rd., in 
northern Emmet County, MI, provides an excellent 
location to hold this event for our young people. 
Th is location currently has nine blinds on the prop-
erty available to be signed out by tribal citizens with 
a current and valid license throughout the hunting 
season. Additionally, the Carp River runs through 
the property providing a great place to fi sh and 
trap for those interested in doing so. Contact LTBB 
Natural Resource Department at 231-242-1670 for 
more information. 

Courtesy photos.  

Y O U T H  D E E R  H U N T  2 0 1 6

vation Offi  cers can attest to that while in the fi eld 
carrying out their duties. Our CO’s make multiple 

contacts with hunters throughout the year; some of 
them are with younger and fi rst-time hunters. Th is 
group of individuals seem to be handling their fi re-
arms more safely and responsibly every year.  When 
asked about the hunter safety class, CO Roger Willis 
stated, “It does not matter which license you are car-

rying while afi eld. It can be a Tribal licensed hunter 
or a State licensed hunter. Although our regulations 
may vary, we all have to be on the same page when 
it comes to safety.”   

All our instructors are certifi ed by the State of 
Michigan to instruct these classes.

LTBB Natural Resource Department would like 
to thank the Harbor Springs Outdoors Club. Th is 
outdoor club allows us to utilize the club’s facilities 
and shooting range every year. For more informa-
tion regarding these classes and others off ered by 
LTBB CO’s, contact the Natural Resource Depart-
ment at 231-242-1670.  

Courtesy photos. 

“Hunter Safety” continued from page 5.

By Th eresa Keshick, Department of Commerce 
Assistant

Th e Department of Commerce (DOC) would 
like to remind the tribal membership about a few 
items pertaining to the Tax Agreement.  

First of all, I cannot express enough how import-
ant it is to keep your address updated. 

Th e fi rst step in becoming a Resident Tribal 
Member (RTM) is to offi  cially change your address 
with the Enrollment Department. Th is must be done 
in writing and as soon as possible. 

Th e DOC cannot and will not change the esti-
mated beginning date (EBD) (which is always the 
fi rst in any given month) of a member’s tax exempt 
status (see example below).  

It is YOUR responsibility to update your address 
on fi le with the Enrollment Department. Th is date 
will aff ect how many months you will be able to fi le 
the Annual Resident Tribal Member Sales Tax Credit 
(Tribal Form 4013).  It is to your benefi t to be able 
to fi le for the maximum number of months for this 
credit. 

In addition, being an RTM will allow you to pur-
chase large items such as vehicles, boats, motorcycles 
and off  the road vehicles tax exempt.  

Th ere is a form that needs to be fi lled out called a 
“Request for TCE” (Tribal Certifi cate of Exemption), 
which is available in my offi  ce.  Once this form is 

completely fi lled out, I will then issue the RTM the 
actual Tribal Certifi cate of Exemption (Tribal Form 
3998). 

If you plan on purchasing any of these items, 
please contact me FIRST, and I will be happy to get 
you the form via e-mail or fax. I am also able to fax 
the TCEs to the dealership you are doing business 
with. 

Being an RTM will also allow you to be tax ex-
empt on utility bills such as phone, cable, gas, pro-
pane, electricity, satellite and cellular service.  If you 
have not fi lled out a Utility Provider Survey, please 
contact the DOC, and I will be happy to get one to 
you.  

Also, another important thing to remember is if 
you do move into the Tax Agreement Area (TAA), 
your RTM status does NOT take eff ect until the fi rst 
day of the following month. 

Example:  I move to Petoskey, MI, (inside the 
TAA) on September 5, 2010. My RTM (EBD) status 
begins October 1, 2010. All updates are sent to the 
State of Michigan as close to the end of the month as 
possible. 

Th e LTBB Tax Agreement is viewable on the 
State of Michigan’s website at:

http://tinyurl.com/ltbbtaxagr
If you have any other questions pertaining to the 

Tax Agreement, I can reached at my offi  ce at 231-242-
1584 or via e-mail at tkeshick@ltbbodawa-nsn.gov.

T A X  A G R E E M E N T  I N F O R M A T I O N
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“It is good to have an end to journey toward; 
but it is the journey that matters, in the end.” Ernest 
Hemingway

Above, the adolescents off ered a service to 
others by helping the Spring Grant harvest pump-
kins for the Fall Encampment held on October 29, 
2016.

In the upcoming month with the adolescent 
group, we will be learning about and practicing the 
following assets:

Resistance Skills: Young person can resist neg-
ative peer pressure and dangerous situations.

Peaceful Confl ict Resolution: Young person 
seeks to resolve confl ict nonviolently.

Personal Power: Young person feels he or she 

has control over “things that happen to me.”
Self-Esteem: Young person reports having a 

high self-esteem.
Th e adolescent group is coming near the end 

of the 44- week long journey. In the next month, 
the individuals will be preparing for graduation 
from the group. Th ey will continue to work on 
their walking sticks and make a medicine bag to 
complete the program. 

Please feel free to sign up and get started on 
building a close tight relationship with the youth in 
our community. Th e group is open to adolescents 
in the age range of 13-18. Contact Sabrina Spear-
man at 231-242-1772 if you are interested in join-
ing all the fun things to come with this program.

Courtesy photos. 

O U R  J O U R N E Y  T O G E T H E R  M A Y  E N D ,  B U T  A  N E W  O N E  H A S  A L R E A D Y  B E G U N
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Released August 10, 2016

Th e Enrollment Department has begun scan-
ning enrollment records and linking relationships 
in our Citizenship Database (Progeny ES). During 
the scanning process, the Enrollment Department 
staff  has noticed some of the enrollment fi les are 
missing copies of social security cards. We are send-
ing out letters to the tribal citizens who have incom-
plete fi les by U.S. mail. If you receive a letter in the 
mail, please update the Enrollment Department as 
promptly as possible to bring your fi le up to date. If 
we do not have a copy of your social security veri-
fi cation on fi le prior to October 31, 2017, (the 2017 
per capita payment distribution deadline) your per 
capita payment may be held or delayed in 2017. Th is 
does not aff ect the 2016 per capita distribution.

Acceptable Verifi cation of your Social Securi-

ty number includes the following:
● Copy of your Social Security Card
● Social Security Card number printed by So-

cial Security Administration Offi  ce
● Social Security Administration Benefi t State-

ment
● W-2 or 1099 form
● Pay stub containing your name and social se-

curity number
● Valid U.S. military ID card with photo (DD-2 

or CAC card)
● Other offi  cial document/card containing 

your name and social security number.
Our goal is to not only get our records up to 

date, but to make sure by working together that ev-
eryone gets their 2017 per capita check. If you have 
any questions, call the Enrollment Department at 
231-242-1520.

 A T T E N T I O N :  2 0 1 7  P E R  C A P I T A  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

P U B L I C A T I O N  N O T I C E
In accordance with WOS #2006-001, notice is hereby given a petition has been fi led, LTBB of Odawa In-

dians Tribal Court Case No: NC-008-0216, and Tribal Court ordered Kati Marie Danaher has legally changed 
her name to Saline Ravyn Rose Sineway. Th is notice will be published in the Odawa Tra ils newsletter for two 
consecutive months and in the Odawa Register on the tribe’s website.    

Date: October 3, 2016
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Editor’s note: Th e follow-
ing is a North Central Michigan 
College (NCMC) press release. 

Th e North Central Mich-
igan College Foundation was 
the proud recipient of a $65,000 
contribution from the Garden 
Party Foundation and Great 
Lakes Wine and Spirits. Th e 
check amount is the net earn-
ings of Th e Garden Party, held 
on the Petoskey, MI, campus on 
August 14, 2016. Th e event ben-
efi tted scholarships for North 

Central’s CNC (Computer Nu-
merical Controls) Machining 
program.

Th e Garden Party event was 
initiated by the J. Lewis Cooper 
Family and Elizabeth and Syd-
ney L. Ross Foundation (owners 
of Great Lakes Wine and Spirits) 
eight years ago to benefi t trade 
and occupational programs at 
southeast Michigan community 
colleges. Now, in 2016, they add-
ed an event in Northern Michi-
gan to benefi t North Central.

North Central will host Th e 

Garden Party again in summer 
2017.   For more information 
about the Garden Party Foun-
dation, visit http://www.the-
gardenpartymichigan.org/.

North Central Michigan 
College is an open-door commu-
nity college based in Petoskey, 
MI, with additional locations 
off ering classes and services in 
Cheboygan, MI, and Gaylord, 
MI. North Central’s mission is 
to provide educational, econom-
ic and cultural opportunities 
for student learning, personal 
growth and community im-
provement. North Central is an 
Achieving the Dream Leader 
College and a Military-Friendly 
School®.

Pictured left  to right in the 
courtesy photo are Lisa Watson, 
Executive Director of the NCMC 
Foundation; Dr. Cameron Bru-
net-Koch, President of North 
Central Michigan College; Lew 
Cooper, owner of Great Lakes 
Wine and Spirits; Kevin Glines, 
Director of North Central’s CNC 
Program; and Irma Noël, Chair 
of the NCMC Foundation Board. 

Th e LTBB SEEDS Project 
is highlighted in the ANA Mes-
senger: Economic Development 
Edition – Fall 2016, published 
on October 12, 2016. To read 
the article, you may visit http://
tinyurl.com/ltbbseedsana. Cour-
tesy graphic.

N O R T H  C E N T R A L  M I C H I G A N  C O L L E G E  R E C E I V E S  $ 6 5 , 0 0 0  F O R  C N C 
S C H O L A R S H I P S

L T B B  S E E D S  P R O J E C T  F E A T U R E D   I N  A N A 
M E S S E N G E R
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By Kenny Pheasant, Anishinaabemowin In-
structor

Anishinaabemdaa simply means “Let’s speak 
our language, Anishinaabemowin.” 

Th is Facebook page is related to the website. 
Many indigenous people are on Facebook from all 
over North America. Many use the language when-
ever they can. 

We want to post phrases, teachings, stories, 
short lessons and a place to post suggestions. If 
there is anything specifi c you wish to learn, just let 
us know. We will also help out with the spelling of 
our language. 

Th is Facebook page is designed to be of service 
to the public. Our website serves many thousands of 
people here in North America, and we do get traffi  c 
from other parts of the world. Many schools, col-
leges and universities use it on a regular basis. 

Courtesy graphic.  

A N I S H I N A A B E M D A A  O N  F A C E B O O K

Call for Papers Closes Jan-
uary 1, 2017

Th e theme of the conference 
is “Aabziitoodaa gdi-nweninaa 
nji e-shkiniijig: Reviving Our 
Language for the Youth.”

Th is year, a group of invited 
elders will off er a set of work-
shops in Anishinaabemowin 
only, and Anishinaabemowin 
Teg would like to encourage pre-
senters to do at least half of their 
presentation entirely in Anishi-
naabemowin. All presentations 
related to our topic are welcome, 
but we strongly encourage pre-
senters who are not able to do 
a major portion of their presen-

tation in Anishinaabemowin to 
partner with speakers and teach-
ers to plan and practice ways to 
be sure the language is a major 
part of your presentation. Please 
let us know if you need help 
fi nding someone in your area or 
would like help with your pre-
sentation. Aambe Anishinaabe-
modaa!

Please include:
� 250 word abstract explain-

ing your program.
� 75 word abstract summa-

ry for the conference booklet.
� 75 word bio of individuals 

or group presenting.
�  Indicate the fl uency lev-

el required for attendees:

Level 1 – Beginner or intro-
ductory

Level 2 – Intermediate
Level 3 – Advanced
Please Note:
� Two presentations will be 

required.
� All workshops will be lim-

ited to one hour with 15 minutes 
for Q & A
� Average presentation size 

is 50 participants. Presenters 
must provide any handouts or 
send documents for posting to 
the website.
� Presenters will be in-

formed if they have been select-
ed by January 15, 2017.

Courtesy graphics. 

2 0 1 7  A N I S H I N A A B E M O W I N  T E G  C O N F E R E N C E

Answer Key 
on page 20.
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N E W :  N I S H N A A B E M W I N  O D A W A  &  E A S T E R N  O J I B W E  O N L I N E  D I C T I O N A R Y

By Dr. Mary Ann Naokwe-
gijig-Corbiere & Dr. Rand Val-
entine

Editor’s note: Th e following 
description is from the website. 

Th e Nishnaabemwin Web 
Dictionary contains over 12,000 
words. It represents the Odawa 
dialects spoken along the shores 
of Lake Huron with a particular 
emphasis on the varieties spoken 
on Manitoulin Island where fl u-

ency is by far the greatest. It also 
documents Eastern Ojibwe.

It is the fi rst dictionary of 
any Ojibwe dialect to contain 
copious examples, drawn from 
both published and unpublished 
text materials, as well as thou-
sands of examples created by 
Co-Editor Dr. Mary Ann Naok-
wegijig-Corbiere, a prominent 
Nishnaabemwin Educator and 
fl uent speaker of Manitoulin 
Odawa. It represents the result of 
20 years of careful and intensive 
documentary research conduct-
ed by the editors with elders and 
speakers of the language, includ-
ing on-site elicitation and check-
ing sessions in almost all com-
munities where the language is 
still spoken, carefully carried 
out by Dr. Naokwegijig-Corbiere 
and conducted in both Nish-
naabemwin and English. 

It also provides nuanced, 
sense-based, glossing of Nish-

naabemwin vocabulary, due 
to Dr. Naokwegijig-Corbiere’s 
full fl uency in both English and 
Odawa, and her careful attention 
to semantic detail. Th is 2015 
online edition allows searches 
in English and Nishnaabemwin 
and will produce results based 
on searches of both Nishnaabe-
mwin words and example sen-
tences as well as English key-
words and glosses.

Forthcoming addition-
al functionalities will include 
morphological analysis of vo-
cabulary, thematic tagging, in-
dexing of key morphosyntactic 
lexical properties such as the 
presence of relative roots and 
language-learning helps.

Go to the following website 
url to access dictionary, no ac-
count or registration required: 
http://nishnaabemwin.atlas-ling.
ca/#/help

Courtesy graphic.

Imperatives are used to give direction. Th ey tell a per-
son or people what to do, what not to do or direct their 
actions. Imperatives are sometimes called “commands.” 
But, unlike the thought of giving a command to someone, 
it does not need to be in a bossy way. We oft en give direc-
tions to tell someone nicely to “come and eat” or “come 

and sit down.” Below is a chart showing fi ve types of im-
peratives. Some may not always make sense, but the chart 
is to show the structure of how you would change the verb.  

With these imperatives, you could add a prefi x to the 
beginning to give a more specifi c directive. Bi- and O- are 
directional preverbs. 

If you add Bi- onto the front, it changes the mean-
ing to “come and …” Such as Binimadabin. Come and sit / 
Come and sit down.

If you add O- onto the front, it changes the meaning 
to “go and …” Such as Onimadabin. Go and sit. Practice 
using phrases daily.

A N I S H I N A A B E M O W I N  I M P E R A T I V E S  P A R T  2

NOTE: Th is is a unique use of the word Maajaa even though it means she or he is leaving. When adding the “n” or “k” to the end to tell someone to 
do it - in our community, and some others, “Maajaan” or “Maazhaan” means you’re telling someone to “Come Here.” Bizhaan is also another way to say 
“Come Here.” When we want to tell someone to leave or go away, we’d say “Ni-maajaan,” adding the “Ni-” prefi x to emphasize “away from this direction.” 
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December
Elders Open Swim
Odawa Hotel Pool, Petoskey, MI 
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm
Call 231-242-1423 for details

Please Note:
Meeting times and 
dates are subject to 

change.

NOTICE:
Meetings normally held in room 
312 may be relocated during the 
month of December. Check with 

the Executive O�ce for actual 
location of each meeting.

CWC Meeting
1 pm Govt. Center Rm 118

Election Board Work Session
4:30 pm  
407-A Michigan St. Petoskey, MI

Election Board Meeting
9 am 
407-A Michigan St. Petoskey, MI

Traditional Tribal Burial Board Mtg.
9 am Govt. Center Rm 312

NICWA Holiday Bazaar
Govt. Center 10 am - 4 pm

Gaming Enterprise 
Board Meeting
9 am - noon OCR Executive Suite

Elders Luncheon at Noon

AFC Meeting
1 pm Govt. Center
Tribal Council Chambers

Elder’s Commission Meeting
5 pm Govt. Center Rm 312

Elders Luncheon at Noon Land and Res. Cmte Meeting
9 am Govt. Center
Tribal Council Chambers

Housing Commission Meeting 
5 pm Govt. Center Rm 312

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council Work Session
9 am Govt. Center
Tribal Council Chambers

NRC Meeting
6 pm - NRD Conference Room

Gaming Regulatory 
Commission Meeting
5:30 pm 911 Spring St.

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council meeting
9 am Govt. Center
Tribal Council Chambers

Election Board Work Session
4:30 pm  
407-A Michigan St. Petoskey, MI

Election Board Meeting
9 am 
407-A Michigan St. Petoskey, MI

LTBB Children’s
Winter Solstice Party

Govt. Center 
11 am - 3 pm

Citizenship Com. Meeting 
5:30 pm Govt. Center Rm 118

Gaming Enterprise 
Board Meeting
9 am - noon OCR Executive Suite

Elders Luncheon at Noon Elders Luncheon at Noon

Christmas Eve
Observed

LTBB Governmental
O�ces Closed

Christmas 
Eve

Christmas
Day

Christmas Day
Observed

LTBB Governmental
O�ces Closed

Elders Luncheon at Noon Gaming Regulatory 
Commission Meeting
5:30 pm 911 Spring St.

Elders Luncheon at Noon

New Year’s Eve
Observed

LTBB Governmental
O�ces Closed

Sunday
(Name-Giizhigat)

Monday
(Ntam-Nokii Giizhigat)

Tuesday
(Niizho-Giizhigat)

Wednesday
(Nso-Giizhigat)

Thursday
(Niiwo-Giizhigat)

Friday
(Naano-Giizhigat)

Saturday
(Nwebi-Giizhigat)

Elders Luncheon at Noon

Tribal Council meeting
9 am Govt. Center
Tribal Council Chambers

New Year’s 
Eve

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9  10

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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In accordance with law and policy, Elders Comment/Public Comment as recorded in the minutes will contain the name of the Citizen or “Immediate Family” or “Family member” and only the subject matter brought by the in-
dividual. No attempt will be made by the Legislative Branch to summarize the comments. Written public comments will be accepted by the Legislative Offi  ce. Written comments shall be attached to the offi  cial approved minutes 
housed in the Legislative Branch. Written comments are not published, however shall be open to review within the Legislative Offi  ce in accordance with any laws regarding such documents.

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
October 6, 2016

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Call to Order: 9:10 a.m.
Opening ceremony: Beatrice A. 

Law
Closed Session: yes
Council Present: Legislative Leader 

Aaron Otto, Secretary Julie Shananaquet, 
Treasurer Marcella Reyes, Councilor 
Frank Bernard, Councilor Beatrice Law, 
Councilor Dexter McNamara 

Absent:  Councilor David Har-
rington, Councilor Michael Naganashe

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick, 

Legislative Offi  ce Manager Michele 
Portman-LaCount, Legislative Adminis-
trative Assistant Tamara Kiogima, Gen-
eral Counsel James Bransky

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: Chairperson Gasco Bentley, Vice-
Chair Stella Kay 

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : Tribal 
Court Administrator Michael Wolf

Public: Douglas Emery, Andrew 
Stich, Judy Field

Invited Guest: Tribal Historic Pres-
ervation Offi  cer Wesley Andrews

Dedication:
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Law to 
dedicate this meeting in honor of those 
Tribal Citizens as noted that have walked 
on since August 18, 2016: Margaret Ann 
Mallory, Elizabeth Teresa Jordan, Vallere 
Pauline Yother.

Vote:  6 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
2 – Absent (Councilor Harrington, 
Councilor Naganashe) Motion carried.

9:23 a.m.  Councilor David Har-
rington arrives

Agenda:
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ap-
prove the agenda of October 6, 2016, as 
amended.

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Naganashe) 

Motion carried.
Minutes:
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ap-
prove the minutes of September 15, 2016, 
as corrected.

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Naganashe)

Motion carried.
10:09 a.m.  Councilor Michael Na-

ganashe arrives
9:30 a.m. Tribal Historic Pres-

ervation Offi  cer (THPO) 3rd Quarter 
Report 

Motion made by Secretary Shanan-
aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to acknowledge the verbal 2016 3rd Quar-
ter Tribal Historic Preservation Offi  ce 
Report as presented by THPO Offi  cer, 
Wesley Andrews on October 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

10:13 a.m.  Break
10:29 a.m.  Resume meeting
10:30 a.m. Tribal Court Appellate 

Justice appointment as presented by 
Michael Wolf, Tribal Court Adminis-
trator

Per judicial rules involving confl ict 
of interest. 

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ac-
knowledge receipt of request for pro-tem 
appellate judge as presented by Michael 
Wolf, Tribal Court Administrator.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Executive Report:
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Harrington to acknowledge receipt of 
the verbal and written 2016 September 
Executive Oversight Report (EOR) as 
presented by Chairperson Gasco Bentley 
and Vice-Chairperson Stella Kay on Oc-
tober 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Legislative Offi  cer Reports:
Legislative Leader Report
Discussion:  Work on job Descrip-

tion for Tribal Council Finance and Rev-
enue Dept.  Passing on Secretary Files.

Motion made by Secretary Shanan-
aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to acknowledge the verbal report of Leg-
islative Leader Otto as presented on Oc-
tober 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Public Comment:
11:47 a.m. comment period opens 
Citizen Andrew Stich commented 

on delay in receipt of travel reports and 
appropriation of money for tribal land.  
Money needed for mental health issues.

12:00 p.m. comment period closes 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch Break
1:36 p.m.  Meeting resumes
Secretary Report
Documents Delivered to Executive
Tribal Resolution- To Authorize 

Funding in the Amount of $35,000 for 
Purchase of Parcel #97 to come from 
Reserved General Fund Balance-Supple-
mental Funding delivered to the Execu-
tive Department on 09-16-16 and signed 
on 09-16-16. 

Tribal Resolution- To authorize 
Supplemental Funding in amount of 
$90,000.00 for 2016 Funeral Assistance 
Fund to come from Reserved General 
Fund Balance-Supplemental Funding 
delivered to the Executive Department 
on 09-16-16 and signed on 09-16-16.  

Tribal Resolution- To authorize 
Supplemental Funding in the Amount of 
$52,000, for the Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians Salt Shed to come from 
Reserved General Fund Balance-Supple-
mental Funding delivered to the Execu-
tive Department on 09-16-16 and signed 
on 09-16-16.  

Tribal Resolution- To Appropriate 
Funding in the Amount of $671,650.00 
to the Min-A-Miskiki Gumik for a Tribal 
Pharmacy to come from IHS Fund Bal-
ance and 3rd Party Revenue Fund Balance 
delivered to the Executive Department 
on 09-16-16 and signed on 09-16-16.

Vetoes: none
Phone Polls:  none
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Law to ac-
cept  Secretary Shananaquet’s verbal and 
written as provided on agenda for Octo-
ber 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Public Comment
1:40 p.m.  Comment period opens 

for Elder Comment
Citizen Judy Field complimented 

Human Services program and would like 
to see continued support for program.

1:43 p.m.  Comment period closes 
Treasurer Report
Appropriations and Finance Com-

mittee (AFC) Meeting Dates
-Last meeting September 6, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m.
-Next meeting: October 7, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m. 
Phone Poll(s): none
(Committee meeting recommen-

dations)
See report given on September 15, 

2016.
Tribal Council Travel Reports:
Outstanding Travel Reports: 
Councilor Naganashe 4 reports
Secretary Shananaquet travel re-

port  
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Harrington 
to acknowledge receipt of Secretary Sha-
nanaquet’s verbal and written travel re-
port for attendance at the Fighting Pov-
erty in Indian Country-Grand Rapids, 
MI on September 22, 2016, as presented 
on October 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Treasurer Reyes travel report 
Motion made by Secretary Julie 

Shananaquet and supported by Council-
or Harrington to acknowledge receipt of 
the following written travel reports from 
Treasurer Reyes: May 11-16, 2014 Seed 
Keepers Workshop, August 11-15, 2014 
Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Tribes 
(MAST)/National Indian Health Board 
(NIHB), August 24, 2014 Oneida Farm 
Visit, October 26-31, 2014 National Con-
gress of American Indians (NCAI), De-
cember 8-11, 2014 Youth and Food Sov-
ereignty Conference, January 22-24, 2015 
Small Farm Conference, February 10-11, 
2015 United Tribes Meeting, March 8-11, 
2015 MAST, March 31-April 1, 2015 
National Indian Gaming Association 
(NIGA), June 3-June 4, 2015 MAST, June 
10-12, 2015 Legal and Local Food Pro-
motion Grant Support, July 28-30, 2015 
Michael Hughes Conference, Septem-
ber 23-24, 2015 United Tribes Meeting, 
October 18-25, 2015 NCAI, July 19-21, 
2016 Partners In Action, and the verbal 
and written September 19-20, 2016 Na-
tive American Finance Offi  cers Associ-
ation, September 22, 2016 State Bar of 
Michigan Meeting/Indian Law Section 
Fighting Poverty in Indian Country, as 
presented on October 6, 2016. 

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Legislative Leader Otto travel re-
port 

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Naganashe 
to acknowledge the receipt of the follow-

ing written travel reports from Legislative 
Leader Otto: May 11-15, 2014 National 
Indian Gaming Association, January 22-
24, 2015 Northern Michigan Small Farm 
Conference, March 29-April 2, 2015 Na-
tional Indian Gaming Association, and 
Marijuana Conference, April 26-May 2, 
2015 Water Quality Training, October 
18-24, 2015 NCAI, November 4-6, 2015 
Tribal Nations Conference, January 27-
28, 2016 Reservation Restoration, and 
July 11-14, 2016 FDPIR Meeting as pre-
sented on October 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Councilor Naganashe travel re-
port  

Motion made by Councilor Har-
rington and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to acknowledge receipt of Council-
or Naganashe verbal travel report for at-
tendance the Fighting Poverty in Indian 
Country-Grand Rapids, MI on Septem-
ber 22, 2016, as presented on October 6, 
2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Action Items: (Motions)
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
appoint Emily Proctor to fi ll the Tribal 
Council vacancy for a term ending in 
2019 pending receipt of a Financial Dis-
closure from the candidate and receipt 
of a clean LEIN report from Tribal Law 
Enforcement.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried 

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Harrington

to approve Councilor Law to at-
tend the Intertribal Technical-Assistance 
Working Group Meeting December 5, 
2016 in Palm Springs, CA and to be reim-
bursed by ITWG for costs and the annu-
al DOJ consultation on violence against 
Native Women, December 6, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Harrington

to approve Tribal Council atten-
dance to the Building Strong Sovereign 
Nations, October 27, 2016 in Manistee, 
MI.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
cancel Stephen John Minor’s Disenroll-
ment Hearing on February 2, 2016 due 
to his relinquishment from the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

2:44 p.m.  Councilor Harrington 
exits meeting

Motion made by Legislative Leader 
Otto and supported by Councilor Naga-
nashe 

to approve Enrollment List C-Vol-
untary Relinquishment dated October 6, 

2016 for a total of 1.
Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 

1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)
Motion carried
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Law to ac-
knowledge receipt of the Odawa Gaming 
Enterprise Board (GEB) written month-
ly Expenditures Report for August 2016 
and the Odawa Casino Resort written 
monthly Financial Report for October 
6, 2016.

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes
to approve Certifi ed Motion 

#100616-01; National Congress of Amer-
ican Indian (NCAI) Representative for 
LTBB.

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried
2:54 p.m.  Break
3:11 p.m.  Meeting
Action Items:  (Roll Call)
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
McNamara

to appoint as Pro Tem Appellate 
Justice Patrick Shannon for case no.: 
A-033-0716.

Roll call vote: Councilor Ber-
nard-yes, Councilor Harrington-absent, 
Councilor Law-yes, Councilor Mc-
Namara-yes, Councilor Naganashe-yes, 
Councilor Shananaquet-yes, Treasurer 
Reyes-yes, Legislative Leader Otto-yes

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Committee Re-

ports:
Land and Reservation Committee
Meeting dates:
Last meeting September 6, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m.
Next meeting: October 7, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m. Cancelled
Ethics Committee
Meeting dates:
Last meeting September 26, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m.
Next meeting: October 25, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m. 

(Committee meeting recommen-
dations)

Committee Chairperson Law gave 
update on Legislation 

Motion made by Legislative Leader 
Otto and supported by Councilor Mc-
Namara

to accept the verbal Ethics Com-
mittee Report as presented by Commit-
tee Chair Law on October 6, 2016. 

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
Legislative Staff  Reports:
Sr. Financial Analyst Report
Position currently vacant.
Legislative Services Attorney Re-

port
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ac-
cept Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick’s verbal and written report as 
presented on October 6, 2016. 

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
Public Comment
3:38 p.m.  Public Comment opens
3:39 p.m.  Public Comment closes
Enjinaaknegeng Report
Motion made by Councilor Mc-

Namara and supported by Councilor 
Law to accept Enjiinaaknegeng’s verbal 
report as presented by General Counsel 
Bransky on October 6, 2016

Vote:  7- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
Legislative Offi  ce Manager Report
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept the verbal and written report 
of Legislative Offi  ce Manager, Michele 
Portman-LaCount as presented on Oc-
tober 6, 2016.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Member Reports: 
ATBB AR-001:  Backlog Reports.  – 

Secretary Shananaquet
Motion made by Secretary Shanan-

aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to authorize Legislative Leader Otto to 
sign letter dated October 6, 2016 to the 
Judicial Branch requesting ATBB AR-
001:  Backlog Reports.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
Other Items of Business:
Closed Session

4:02 p.m. Motion made by Coun-
cilor McNamara and supported by Trea-
surer Reyes to go into closed session for 
Confi dential Business Matters.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
4:09 p.m. Motion made by Coun-

cilor Law and supported by Legislative 
Leader Otto to return to open session.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried..
Adjournment:
4:17 p.m.  Motion made by Coun-

cilor McNamara and supported by 
Councilor Naganashe to adjourn.

Vote:  7- Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried.
Next Tribal Council Meeting
Regular: October 20, 2016
Please contact the Legislative Of-

fi ce at 231-242-1403, or 231-242-1404 
for additional updates and clarifi cations 
of these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read and 
approved as corrected. 

Julie Shananaquet, Tribal Council 
Secretary                    Date

Th e Little Traverse Bay Bands 
of Odawa Indians

Tribal Council Meeting
October 20, 2016

Tribal Council Chambers
7500 Odawa Circle 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

Call to Order: 9:13 a.m.
Opening ceremony: Frank Bernard
Closed Session: yes
Council Present: Legislative Leader 

Aaron Otto, Secretary Julie Shananaquet, 
Treasurer Marcella Reyes, Councilor 
Frank Bernard, Councilor David Har-
rington, Councilor Beatrice Law, Coun-
cilor Michael Naganashe 

Absent: Councilor Dexter Mc-
Namara 

Legislative Offi  ce Staff  Present: 
Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick, 

Legislative Offi  ce Manager Michele 
Portman-LaCount, General Counsel 
James Bransky, Tribal Historic Preserva-
tion Offi  cer Wesley Andrews

Executive Offi  cials and Staff  Pres-
ent: Chairperson Gasco Bentley, Vice-
Chair Stella Kay, Interim Tribal Admin-
istrator Doug Craven, Chief Financial 
Offi  cer Carrie Carlson, Communications 
Director Annette VanDeCar

Judicial Offi  cials and Staff : none
Public: Citizen Renee Dillard, Citi-

zen Sarah Proctor, Citizen John Kawego-
ma, Citizen Andrew Stich

Invited Guest: Eric Hemenway, 
Odawa Economic Development Man-
agement, Inc.: President Tanya Gibbs, 
Treasurer Alan Proctor, Secretary Ta-
mara Kiogima and Consultant Steve 
Hayward

Dedication:
Motion made by Secretary Shanan-

aquet and supported by Councilor Law 
to dedicate this meeting in honor of those 
Tribal Citizens as noted that have walked 
on since October 6, 2016: Florence Marie 
Lovegrove, Gary Abraham Miron, Patri-
cia Ann McCarty, George Edward Anzia-
no Jr., Tonia Elaine Schwanke, Gary Lee 
Gilbault

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor McNamara)

Motion carried.
Agenda:
Motion made by Secretary Shanan-

aquet and supported by Councilor Har-
rington to approve the agenda of October 
20, 2016, as amended.

Vote:  7 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor McNamara) 

Motion carried.
9:33 a.m.  Break for Oath of Of-

fi ce-Emily Proctor Tribal Council
10:26 a.m. Resume 
Minutes:
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Law to ap-
prove the minutes of October 6, 2016, as 
corrected.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor McNamara)

Motion carried.
Executive Report:
Discussion:  Decrease in 3-year 

rate for insurance and increased match 
for 401k match. Line 5 discussion. Cor-
porate sponsorship boycott of compa-
nies backing the North Dakota Pipeline. 
Direct Services Administrator position 
fi lled.  Odawa Fishery, Inc., recommen-
dation.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 

“Minutes” continued on page 16.

Tribal Council 
Meeting Dates

November 29 Work Session
December 1 Council Meeting
December 13 Work Session
December 15 Council Meeting

January 3 Work Session
January 5 Council Meeting
January 17 Work Session
January 19 Council Meeting
January 31 Work Session

All Tribal Council meetings 
and work sessions are held in 
the Tribal Council Chambers

located at
7500 Odawa Circle, 
Harbor Springs, MI.

Legislative
Tribal Council Members

Aaron Wayne Otto, Legislative 
Leader
Julie Shananaquet, Secretary
Marci Reyes, Treasurer
Dexter McNamara, Councilor
Frank Bernard, Councilor
David Harrington, Councilor
Mike Naganashe, Councilor
Beatrice A. Law, Councilor
Emily Proctor, Councilor
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Harrington

to acknowledge receipt of the Oc-
tober 2016 Executive Oversight Report 
and the verbal report as presented by 
Chairperson Gasco Bentley, Vice-Chair-
person Stella Kay and Interim Tribal Ad-
ministrator Doug Craven, on October 
20, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor McNamara) 

Motion carried.
10:54 a.m.  Public Comment opens
Citizen John Kawegoma questions 

defi nition of Tribal Citizen, possible 
ethics violations, use of Elder program 
funds, review of Waganakising Odawak 
Statute 2012-006 Offi  ce of Citizens Legal 
Assistance. Elder direct client service.

Citizen Andrew Stich mentioned 
travel issues

11:34 p.m.  Public Comment closes
Legislative Offi  cer Reports: 
Legislative Leader Report – No Re-

port
Secretary Report
Documents Delivered to Executive: 

none
Vetoes: none
Phone Polls:  none
Treasurer Report
Appropriations and Finance Com-

mittee (AFC) Meeting Dates
 -Last meeting: October 7, 2016 
 -Next meeting: November 8, 

2016
Phone Poll(s): none
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Harrington 
to accept the Treasurer Report and AFC 
Update as presented by Treasurer Reyes 
on October 20, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor McNamara) 

Motion carried.
Tribal Council Travel Reports:
Outstanding Travel Reports: Coun-

cilor Naganashe 5 reports
Treasurer Reyes - National Con-

gress of American Indians
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Proctor to 
acknowledge receipt of Treasurer Reyes’ 
verbal travel report for attendance at the 
National Congress of American Indi-
ans-Phoenix, AZ, as presented on Octo-
ber 20, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1 – Absent (Councilor McNamara)

Motion carried.
Councilor Law- National Congress 

of American Indians
Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 

and supported by Councilor Naganashe 
to acknowledge receipt of Councilor 
Law’s verbal and written travel report for 
attendance at the National Congress of 
American Indians-Phoenix, AZ, as pre-
sented on October 20, 2016.

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
2 – Absent (Councilor McNamara, 
Councilor Harrington) Motion carried.

12:03 p.m. Lunch. Councilor Mc-
Namara arrives.

1:32 p.m.   Resume. Councilor 
Harrington absent

1:35 p.m.  Councilor Harrington 
arrives

Legislative Leader Aaron Otto - 
National Congress of American Indians

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor McNamara 
to acknowledge receipt of Legislative 
Leader Otto’s verbal and written trav-
el report for attendance at the National 
Congress of American Indians-Phoenix, 
AZ, as presented on October 20, 2016.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Tribal Council Member Reports
No reports presented
Tribal Council Committee Re-

ports:
Land and Reservation Committee
Meeting dates:
Last meeting September 6, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m.
Next meeting: October 7, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m. Cancelled
Ethics Committee
Meeting dates:
Last meeting September 26, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m.
Next meeting: October 25, 2016 at 

1:00 p.m. 
Legislative Staff  Reports:
1:30 p.m. Tribal Historic Preserva-

tion Offi  cer-Deputy Tribal Historic Pres-
ervation Offi  cer draft  Job Description 
(motion to approve posting)

Discussion:  Forward to AFC for 
discussion.

Corporate Charters and/or Board 
Updates

2:37 p.m. – 3:44 p.m.  Odawa Eco-
nomic Development Management, Inc.  
(OEDMI) – 3rd Quarter Report

Discussion: Proposed plan for old 
Victories site includes a Hotel w/a pro-
jected opening date of April 2018. Other 
businesses include Sports Bar and a Cof-
fee Bistro/Shop.  

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor Harrington 
to acknowledge OEDMI’s 3rd Quarter 
Report and verbal update of Victories 

property.
Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 

0 – Absent Motion carried
Public Comment
3:45 p.m.  Comment period opens: 

no comments.
3:45 p.m.  Comment period closes
3:46 p.m.  Break
3:59 p.m.  Resume
Legislative Staff  Reports cont’d:
Legislative Services Attorney Re-

port
Note:  Legislative Services Attorney 

Budnick will not be present at next Tribal 
Council meeting.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to ac-
cept Legislative Services Attorney Donna 
Budnick’s verbal and written report as 
presented on October 20, 2016. 

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Enjinaaknegeng Report – Tentative 
Closed Session

4:29 p.m. Motion made by Coun-
cilor Law and supported by Treasurer 
Reyes to go into closed session for legal. 

4:59 p.m.  Motion made by Coun-
cilor Law and supported by Councilor 
Harrington to return to open session.

Motion made by Secretary Shanan-
aquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes 
to accept Enjinaaknegeng verbal report 
as presented by General Counsel Bransky 
on October 20, 2016

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Legislative Offi  ce Manager Report
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
accept the verbal and written report 
of Legislative Offi  ce Manager, Michele 
Portman-LaCount as presented on Oc-
tober 20, 2016.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Sr. Financial Analyst Report: Posi-
tion currently vacant.

Corporate Charters and/or Board 
Updates cont…

Traditional Tribal Burial Board - 
Invited for 3rd Quarter Reporting (No 
Show)

Ziibimijwang, Inc. - Invited for 3rd 
Quarter Reporting (No Show)

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Councilor McNamara 
to approve the Gaming Enterprise Board 
Budget in the amount of $107,380.00 for 
FY 2017, in accordance with the Gaming 
Enterprise Statute.  

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 1- Abstained 
(Councilor Harrington), 0 – Absent

Motion carried
Action Items: (Motions)
Motion made by Councilor Law 

and supported by Councilor Proctor to 
approve Enrollment List A Eligible for 
Citizenship dated October 11, 2016 for a 
total of 12.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Legislative Leader 
Otto and supported by Councilor Proc-
tor to approve Enrollment List B Dec-
lination (Ineligible) dated October 11, 
2016 for a total of 5.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Harrington to approve Enrollment List 
C Voluntary Relinquishment dated Oc-
tober 20, 2016 for a total of 1.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Mc-
Namara and supported by Councilor 
Law to approve Tribal Council travel to 
the United Tribes of Michigan meeting in 
Manistee, MI October 26, 2016.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes 
and supported by Councilor Proctor

to accept Bryan Gillett’s resignation 
from Odawa Economic Development 
Management, Inc. (OEDMI) dated Oc-
tober 14, 2016.

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried.

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 
approve the Sr. Financial Analyst Job 
Description and to forward to Human 
Resources Department to post. 

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Motion made by Councilor Har-
rington and supported by Councilor 
Law to authorize and approve Vice Chair 
Stella Kay to continue to have access to 
Abila and other accounting information 
to provide Tribal Council fi nancial in-
formation as part of the Executive Over-
sight Report and as otherwise needed or 
requested.  Motion withdrawn.

Motion made by Secretary Sha-
nanaquet and supported by Councilor 
Harrington to cancel the Special Tribal 
Council work session scheduled for Oc-
tober 25, 2016 with the Trust Fund Board 
due to Trust Fund Board member’s in-
ability to attend. 

Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
0 – Absent Motion carried

Discussion:  Trust Fund Board is 
scheduled to attend the November 1, 
2016 Regular Tribal Council Work Ses-
sion.  

Motion made by Councilor Law 
and supported by Secretary Shanan-
aquet to acknowledge the receipt of the 
Gaming Enterprise Board’s (GEB) Au-
gust 2016 written monthly report that 
contained the GEB expenditures, but did 
not included the additional required re-
porting of the actual, projected and fore-
casted revenues, expenses and earnings 
before Interest Taxes, Depreciation and 
Amortization (EBITA) for the preceding 
month (actuals), current month (projec-
tion) and not less than two (2) months in 
advance (forecast) based on the Annual 
Enterprise Business Plan. Th is report 
shall also include; the number of em-
ployees, number of Tribal Citizens, other 
Natives and non-Natives employed, and 
turn-over-rate, number of Tribal Citi-
zens in management positions, Native 
or non-Native employed in management 
positions and requests new development 
and/or capital projects and all other rele-
vant information. 

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 
1– Absent (Councilor Harrington)

Motion carried
Motion made by Secretary Sha-

nanaquet  and supported by Councilor 
Law to authorize the Legislative Leader 
to send a letter to the Gaming Enter-
prise Board requesting the August and 
September 2016 monthly reporting of 
the actual, projected and forecasted 
revenues, expenses and earnings before 
Interest Taxes, Depreciation and Amorti-
zation (EBITA) for the preceding month 
(actuals), current month (projection) 
and not less than two (2) months in ad-
vance (forecast) based on the Annual En-
terprise Business Plan. Th is report shall  
include: the number of employees, num-
ber of Tribal Citizens, other Natives and 
non-Natives employed, and turn-over-
rate, number of Tribal Citizens in man-
agement positions, Native or non-Native 
employed in management positions and 
requests new development and/or capital 
projects and all other relevant informa-
tion and the September 2016 GEB ex-
penditures. 

Vote:  8 - Yes, 0 - No, 1 – Abstained 
(Councilor Harrington), 0 – Absent

Motion carried
Adjournment:
6:02 p.m.  Motion made by Trea-

surer Reyes and supported by Councilor 
Proctor 

to adjourn.
Vote:  9 - Yes, 0 - No, 0 - Abstained, 

0 – Absent
Motion carried
Next Tribal Council Meeting
Regular: November 3, 2016
Please contact the Legislative Of-

fi ce at 231-242-1403, or 231-242-1404 
for additional updates and clarifi cations 
of these minutes as presented.

Th ese Minutes have been read and 
approved as written.

Julie Shananaquet, Tribal Council 
Secretary                    Date

“Minutes” continued from page 15.
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Are you looking to win 
some extra cash for the upcom-
ing holiday season? Well you’re 
in luck! Odawa Casino will be 
giving away $30,000 on Novem-
ber 25th and 26th during the 
Cash-A-Copia giveaway. Make 
sure to stop in to see if you are a 
lucky winner!

During the month of De-
cember, Table Games will be 
hosting the Toys for Tots Charity 
Poker Tournament on Sunday, 
December 4th. Guests who bring 
in a new, unopened toy with a 
value of $10 or more will receive 
an additional $5,000 in tourna-
ment chips limited to one per 
player. Also during the month, 
the Ozone will be hosting the 
Ugly Sweater Christmas party 
on December 10th and the Holly 
Jolly Christmas Party on Decem-
ber 23rd. Make sure to stop by to 
check out all the events going on!

To allow our Team Members 
time with their families during 
the holiday season, Odawa Ca-
sino Petoskey will be closing 
on Christmas Eve at 10pm and 
reopening on Christmas Day at 

2pm. Odawa Casino Mackinaw 
will be open during normal busi-
ness hours on Christmas Eve and 
will be closed on Christmas Day.

Odawa Casino will be ring-
ing in the New Year and the 
festivities will begin to kick off  
soon! Make sure to keep an eye 
out on your monthly mailer for 
more information on the events!

Don’t forget, Table Games 
will be off ering paid Blackjack 
Training for LTBB Tribal Mem-
bers. For more information, 
please contact Nick Foltz, Asso-
ciate Director of Table Games, at 
231-439-6100 ext. 8019.

I hope you all have a won-
derful Th anksgiving and Christ-
mas Holiday season!

Eric McLester, General 
Manager

O D A W A  C A S I N O  R E S O R T  U P D A T E

Editor’s note: Th e following 
is an Odawa Casino Resort press 
release dated October 27, 2016. 

Odawa Casino Resort, 
owned and operated by the Lit-
tle Traverse Bay Bands of Oda-
wa Indians, is pleased to an-
nounce Mrs. Veronica Õis as its 
new Director of Finance. She 

has been an Operations Man-
ager for KCMO Accounting in 
Kansas City, MO, most recently 
and has experience working in 
tribally-owned casinos. With 
more than 10 years working in 
the industry, Mrs. Õis is looking 
forward to returning to the gam-
ing industry at Odawa Casino. 
She has experience in auditing, 
evaluating and implementing 
accounting principles to ensure 
accuracy, slot conversions and 
much more.  

Mrs. Õis’ educational back-
ground includes a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Hospitality Operations 
from Fort Hays State University 
in Hays, KS, as well as an Asso-
ciate’s Degree in Economics and 
Associate’s Degree in Business 
at College of the Desert in Palm 
Desert, CA. She is currently 
working toward her Master’s De-
gree in Business Analytics at Bel-

levue University in Omaha, NE. 
“I am very excited for Ve-

ronica to join the organization in 
this capacity. Her wealth of expe-
rience and industry knowledge 
will be an asset for the organiza-
tion,” said Eric McLester, Gen-
eral Manager of Odawa Casino. 
“I would like to welcome her to 
the Odawa Casino family and to 
Northern Michigan!” 

Owned and operated by 
the Little Traverse Bay Bands of 
Odawa Indians, the $140 million 
Odawa Casino Resort in Peto-
skey, MI, opened in June 2007 
and features 1,200 slot machines, 
25 table games, a poker room, 
several restaurants, a gift  store, 
a nightclub and a 137-room ho-
tel. Odawa Casino Mackinaw 
opened in May 2016 and fea-
tures 120 exciting multi-game 
electronic bingo terminals.

Courtesy photo.  

O D A W A  C A S I N O  R E S O R T  W E L C O M E S  N E W  D I R E C T O R  O F  F I N A N C E

The Department of Justice 
announced its expansion of the 
Tribal Access Program, oth-
erwise known as TAP. Under 
this program, the Department 
of Justice will continue to im-
prove the exchange of National 
Crime Information to federally 
recognized tribes for both civil 

and criminal purposes. Ensur-
ing this exchange of critical 
data allows tribes to more ef-
fectively serve and protect their 
tribal communities. 

Tribes must submit a letter 
or resolution from their respec-
tive tribes by December 2, 2016 
if they are interested in partic-
ipating. This request must be 
sent to TAP.App@usdoj.gov no 
later than 12 a.m. EST on De-
cember 2, 2016.

Eligible tribes for this pro-
gram include those tribes who 
have an Adam Walsh Act Sex 
Offender Registry or who are a 
Tribal Law Enforcement Agen-
cy that is not a federal Bureau 
of Indian Affairs police depart-
ment. For the next expansion 

phase, here are a few important 
dates to track: 

Expression of Interest Sub-
mission: October 24 - Decem-
ber 2, 2016

Notification of Selection: 
December 16, 2016

Onboarding and Vetting: 
January 9 - May 31, 2017 

Deployment: May 9 - Sep-
tember 29, 2017 

DOJ is hosting a series of 
webinars to provide more in-
formation. For more informa-
tion about the TAP program 
or what should be included in 
your tribal requests for par-
ticipation, visit www.justice.
gov/tribal/tribal-access-pro-
gram-tap. 

Courtesy graphic. 

E N H A N C I N G  A C C E S S  T O  N A T I O N A L  C R I M E  D A T A B A S E S :  D O J  T O  E X P A N D 
T R I B A L  A C C E S S  P R O G R A M
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Local dancers and drummers gave pow wow 
presentations explaining the signifi cance of Native 
song and dance at Harbor Springs, MI, area schools 
(Shay Elementary, Blackbird Elementary, Harbor 
Springs Middle School and Harbor Springs High 
School) on November 4, 2016. 

Th e presentations were to promote the “Honor-
ing All Ogichidaag” Veteran’s Day Pow Wow held on 
November 11, 2016 at Harbor Springs High School 
gymnasium. 

Photos from the Veteran’s Day Pow Wow will 
appear in the January 2017 issue of Odawa Trails. 

A R E A  D A N C E R S  A N D  D R U M M E R S  E D U C A T E  S T U D E N T S  A B O U T  N A T I V E 
S O N G  A N D  D A N C E

Pictured from left  to right in the courtesy photo are Harbor Springs Schools Title VII Program Coordinator R.J. 
Smith, Gia Wemigwase, Waasey Wemigwase, Alexa Oldman, Amy Hinmon, Raymond Shenoskey, Miigwaans 
Smith, Anna Wemigwase, Zhaawon Smith and LTBB Language Instructor Netawn Kiogima, who teaches 
Anishinaabemowin at both Petoskey and Harbor Springs High Schools.  

Application Deadline: Feb-
ruary 15, 2017

Notifi cation of Award: 
Mid-March 2017

 About the Program
Th e STEP-UP Program pro-

vides hands-on summer research 
experience for high school and 
undergraduate students interest-
ed in exploring research careers. 
Th e overall goal of STEP-UP is 
to build and sustain a biomedi-
cal, behavioral, clinical and so-
cial science research pipeline fo-
cused on NIDDK’s core mission 
areas of  diabetes, endocrinology 
and metabolic diseases; digestive 
diseases and nutrition; kidney, 
urologic and hematologic dis-
eases.

Th e STEP-UP Program pro-
vides research education grants 
to seven institutions to coordi-
nate three high school STEP-UP 
Programs and four Undergradu-
ate STEP-UP Programs. STEP-
UP is particularly interested 
in increasing the participation 
of students from backgrounds 
underrepresented in biomedi-
cal research on a national basis, 
including individuals from dis-
advantaged backgrounds, indi-
viduals from underrepresented 
racial and ethnic groups, and in-
dividuals with disabilities.

Program Highlights
� 8 to 10 weeks of full-time 

research experience. 
� Students receive a sum-

mer research stipend.
� Students are assigned to 

a STEP-UP Coordinating Cen-
ter to help coordinate and moni-
tor their summer research expe-
rience.
� Students are paired with 

experienced research mentors 
at institutions throughout the 

nation.
� Students are encouraged 

to choose a research institution 
and/or mentor near their home-
town or within commuting dis-
tance of their residence. Students 
are not required to relocate in 
order to conduct their summer 
research.
� Students receive training 

in the responsible conduct of re-
search.
� All-paid travel expenses to 

the Annual STEP-UP Research 
Symposium held on NIH’s main 
campus in Bethesda, MD. Stu-
dents are given the opportuni-
ty to conduct a formal oral and 
poster presentation.

Th e STEP-UP Program is a 
federally funded program man-
aged and supported by the Of-
fi ce of Minority Health Research 
Coordination (OMHRC) in the 
National Institute of Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney (NID-
DK) at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH).

Courtesy graphic. 

S H O R T - T E R M  R E S E A R C H  E X P E R I E N C E  F O R  U N D E R R E P R E S E N T E D  P E R S O N S 
( S T E P - U P )

On October 14, 2016 at the 
LTBB Tribal Court in Petoskey, 
MI, LTBB Tribal Citizen Terri 
Th omasma took her oath of of-
fi ce for the LTBB Gaming Reg-
ulatory Commission from LTBB 
Appellate Justice Bill Denemy, 
Sr. 

Th omasma is serving a 
three-year term ending on 
September 1, 2019 aft er being 
appointed by the LTBB Tribal 
Council at its September 1, 2016 
meeting. Th e Executive nomi-
nates LTBB Tribal Citizens for 
LTBB Commissions, Boards and 
Committees, and Tribal Council 
appoints tribal citizens to them. 

Th e LTBB Gaming Regula-
tory Commission is an Execu-
tive Commission whose duty it 

is to regulate tribal gaming oper-
ations. Th e purpose of the com-
mission is to ensure compliance 

with tribal, federal, and if appli-
cable, state laws and regulations. 

Courtesy photo.  

L T B B  T R I B A L  C I T I Z E N  T E R R I  T H O M A S M A  A P P O I N T E D  T O  L T B B 
G A M I N G  R E G U L A T O R Y  C O M M I S S I O N
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Michigan
December 31
2016 Sobriety Pow Wow
Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Contact Information: Jackie 
Minton at 906-635-6050 or 906-
203-4977

March 18-19, 2017
CMU’s 28th Annual Celebrating 
Life Pow Wow
McGuirk Arena
Central Michigan University
Mt. Pleasant, MI
Contact Information: Native 
American Programs at 989-774-
2508 or nap@cmich.edu 

April 1, 2017
MSU NAISO’s 34th Annual Pow 
Wow of Life 
Jenison Fieldhouse
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, MI

Minnesota
January 13, 2017

American Indian Magnet School 
Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 651-293-
5191 

February 10, 2017
American Indian Magnet School 
Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 651-293-
5191

February 17-19, 2017
Bois Forte Midwinter Pow Wow
Nett Lake, MN
Contact Information: Louise 
Isham at 218-757-3261

March 10, 2017
American Indian Magnet School 
Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 651-293-
5191

March 25, 2017
Augsburg College Traditional 
Pow Wow
Minneapolis, MN

Contact Information: Jennifer 
Simon at 612-330-1144

June 2, 2017
American Indian Magnet School 
Pow Wow
St. Paul, MN
Contact Information: 651-293-
5191

June 2-4, 2017
Saa Gii Ba Gaa Traditional Pow 
Wow 
Orr, MN
Contact Information: Louise 
Isham at 218-757-3261

Wisconsin
December 31
LCO New Years Pow Wow
Hayward, WI
Contact Information: 715-634-
8924

December 31
Menominee New Years Pow Wow
Keshena, WI
 Contact Information: 715-756-
2354

On the Pow Wow Trail
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egies, to continued road improvements, to environ-
mental protection and law enforcement partner-
ships, our Reservation enhances regional quality 
of life and economics when the governments and 
residents focus on their common interests.  From 
the outset of this litigation, we have reached out to 

local governmental offi  cials to pursue our common 
interests and have consistently informed the Court 
that our Tribe is amenable to seeking a mediated 
settlement of our case to honor the Treaties in a way 
that enhances all residents and governments in our 
magnifi cent shared home.

Courtesy map. 

a four-year term ending in 2019. She is the Tribal 
Extension Educator for Michigan State University 
Extension and has been in that position since July 
2008. As the Tribal Extension Educator, her projects 
include the development, delivery and evaluation of 
educational programs in the areas of tribal gover-
nance, gerontology, diversity and youth leadership. 

She is a board member of the Michigan Indian 
Education Council. She previously worked as a Trib-
al Child Protective Services Worker/Social Worker 
for LTBB and served as a LTBB Child Welfare Com-

missioner and as the LTBB Annual Meeting Speak-
er for three years. She earned both her Masters and 
Bachelor of Arts degrees in Social Work from Mich-
igan State University.

Th e fully seated Tribal Council includes Leg-
islative Leader Aaron Wayne Otto, Secretary Julie 
Shananaquet, Treasurer Marci Reyes, Councilor 
Dexter McNamara, Councilor Mike Naganashe, 
Councilor David Harrington, Councilor Beatrice A. 
Law, Councilor Frank Bernard and Councilor Emily 
Proctor. 

Currently, protests against the pipeline are tak-
ing place in North Dakota led by the Standing Rock 
Sioux tribe for a number of reasons. Some members 
believe the pipeline will run through and destroy 
their sacred burial grounds and if it ever breaks, the 
spill would aff ect the water supply of millions in that 
area and beyond.

Tribes from around the country, as well as 
members of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa 
Indians, have helped aid the Standing Rock Sioux 
tribe in its eff orts to protest the pipeline’s construc-
tion.

“I heard about what was going on which was 
aft er the fi rst acts of violence against tribal members 
with the dog fi ghts. Th at sparked something up in 
me and I went out to help in early September,” said 
Margaret Gasco, a Little Traverse Bay Bands of Oda-
wa Indians citizen.

While she was at Standing Rock, Gasco said 
that she spent time in the kitchen helping feed peo-
ple in the camp. Another tribal member, Albert Car-
ey, also visited Standing Rock to help in any way he 
could.

“I was called out there by the Creator. He asked 
me to do something and so I went,” he said.

Carey said that he has been out to Standing 
Rock on four separate occasions bringing supplies 
such as water, food, clothes and money each time to 
help people in the camps.

“While I was out there, I didn’t just bring sup-
plies. I spent my nights in the hills and did my 
prayers and in the mornings, I participated in sacred 
fi res. I helped peel pine logs for lodges and spent my 
time in the camps to talk, pray and give directions to 
all of the warriors,” Carey said.

“It is unfortunate to see all of the things hap-
pening there. I was even asked not to go to the front 
lines because it wasn’t my place to be. Th e warriors 
out there are putting their lives on the line and are 
willing to die to protect what they hold dear,” he 
said.

Carey continued explaining this isn’t just a Na-
tive American fi ght, it is also about the water, which 
includes everybody.

“All races are involved and not everyone under-
stands that. If the pipeline blows, it will destroy the 
drinking water for millions of people. Th e people re-

sponsible for this pipeline are doing some really bad 
things out there and some day we are all going to 
pay when we meet the Creator as we are individually 
judged,” he said.

Water plays an important part in Native Amer-
ican culture and history, which is why the Little Tra-
verse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians feel so strongly 
about it and about protecting it.

Eric Hemenway, Director of Archives and Re-
cords for the Odawa tribe, explains that there are a 
lot of layers to how water plays a part economical-
ly, and spiritually, in the history and culture of the 
Odawa.

“In terms of water and the Odawa, water plays 
a central theme in the economics of the tribe with 
trade. Th ey would use the water as the highway to 
essentially carry goods. Th ey would exchange food, 
utilitarian goods and European goods, and they 
would do this all through the Great Lakes,” he said.

“With the Odawa, there is also a strong spiritual 
connection to water. Many times, the Odawa would 
bury their dead within sight of the water, and many 
of the shorelines are sacred areas based on the fact 
that they are burial areas, and the water plays a role 
in the burial ceremony.”

Th e tribe also has its own Natural Resource 
Department and Environmental Services to protect 
and monitor water in its reservation boundaries.

“Th e tribe has a surface water protection pro-
gram, and we monitor the waterways on and off  the 
reservation. We have been doing this for the past 16 
years,” said Daugherty Johnson, Environmental Ser-
vices Director for the tribe.

According to a water quality report recently put 
out by the tribe, things they monitor for and look 
at include dissolved oxygen, temperature, conduc-
tivity, chlorides, potential hydrogen ion concentra-
tion, total phosphorus, total nitrogen, habitat, mac-
roinvertebrates, total suspended solids and fl oristic 
quality assessments.

“Th e tribe has also recently passed our own 
clean water act which was signed into law in Sep-
tember. Currently, that applies to the trust land and 
waters that impact. It will have an impact on how 
water quality is dealt with overall with diff erent pro-
tections for the wetlands on our reservation,” John-
son said.

Alongside the issues seen with the Dakota Ac-
cess Pipeline, Michigan has had its own problems 
with water, including the recent Flint water crisis 
and locally with Enbridge Line 5 running through 
the Straits of Mackinac. Th is is what has led local 
non-tribal citizens to help aid and stand in solidarity 
against the Dakota Access Pipeline.

“I just felt that I honestly couldn’t sit back and 
do nothing. I thought it was important to us as the 
community we live in has its own dangers we are 
presented with,” said Johnnie Walker, a Petoskey, 
MI, resident.

Walker is planning on delivering goods to the 
people at Standing Rock and will be taking dona-
tions up until he leaves on Monday, November 14.

“I’m looking to take gift  cards for supplies to 
go to stores, batteries, warm clothes, coats and hats, 
winter pants like overalls, sleeping bags, and blan-
kets. Anyone who is interested in helping can drop 
off  stuff  to me at Leo’s in Petoskey between 6-9 p.m. 
on Sunday the 13th,” he said.

“I’m doing this because those lands were some-
h ow bought and manipulated, I believe, to benefi t 
big corporations and to put people in risk. Th at 
water supply is crucial and is more important than 
profi ts in oil. I’m doing this to try and help the lives 
of everyone involved.”

“Treaty” continued from page1.

“Council” continued from page1.

“Citizens Unite” continued from page1.



Odawa TrailsDecember 2016 23

Birthdays Birthdays Congratulations

 Mnodibishkaa Isabella! 
Mom loves you more than you 
know! May you always have the 
light to be great!

Th e family wishes our baby 
sister, Shirley Eaves, a very hap-
py birthday on December 16. 

Sending out a big birthday 
wish & happy Christmas to Jes-
sica Jackson. Hope your day is 
fi lled with lots of love, laughter 
& PRESENTS. Love you much, 
Aunt Th eresa. 

Happy 1st birthday to Pres-
ton James Paten on December 
11th. You have grown into such 
a handsome young man & you 
make me so proud. Mommy 
loves you with all her heart. Love 
always, Mommy. 

Sending out happy birth-
day/Christmas wishes to Uncle 
Pat Boda, celebrating on De-
cember 24th, Cousin Jessica 
Jackson, celebrating on Decem-
ber 25th and Uncle Bob Boda, 
celebrating on December 27th. 
We love you lots, Ashley, Carter 
& Grayson.

A very happy birthday to 
Miss Priscylla Dohring, who 
will be 8 on December 22nd. 
Love, Mom and sisters.

Happy 75th birthday to 
our brother and uncle, William 
Dennis King. It is a good thing 
that he got a brand spanking 
new “push walker” which he re-
fers to as buggy!!  Now, he can 
go a lot faster to chase aft er his 
girlfriends and cause me more 
“frantic tension.” We will cele-
brate by taking him out to the 
dinner of his choice!! With much 
love, from the Brassy Lady, Gen-
eral Jr., Marty, Kathy, Baby Frank 
and family, and his friends from 
the Petoskey Club.

Wishing my beautiful 
daughter and caring little sister, 
Allison Kolodgy (Gator girl) a 
very happy 14th birthday on De-
cember 12. I am so proud of the 
strong and independent young 
lady you have grown up to be. 
Remember to keep your eye on 
the prize! Love you “two dollars.” 
Dad, Megan, Ziggy and Jasmine. 

We have waited so long for 
this day to arrive. Congratula-
tions Pvc. Kenneth Dewey on 
your graduation from Marine 
Corps boot camp. Good luck on 
your next journey. OORAH!!!!! 
Love Mom, Dave, Tina, Alex, 
Stanley, Grandma and Grandpa.

Congratulations to Ka-
tie Mousseau, who helped the 
Charlevoix girls cross country 
team fi nish third at the Division 
3 regional meet in Benzie, MI, 
and to a ninth place fi nish at the 
Division 3 state meet. 






